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WORKSHOPTALKS 


CNA nurses strike 


Revolt surges against racist 
system destroying Black lives 


by Htun Lin 

The 2,600 mental health clinicians at Kaiser Per- 
manente in California represented by National Union 
of Healthcare Workers (NUHW) carried out a week- 
long strike beginning Jan. 12 over the HMO’s “failure 
to provide timely, adequate care to patients.” Kaiser’s 
mental health clinicians were adhering to their ethical 
responsibility to advocate for their patients by conduct- 
ing a strike aimed at forcing Kaiser to uphold its con- 
tractual and ethical obligations to its patients. 

More than 700 other Kaiser workers joined the psy- 
chologists, therapists and social workers represented by 
NUHW on the picket lines, including Northern Califor- 
nia optical workers and Southern California medical so- 
cial workers, speech pathologists, audiologists, health 
educators, and registered dietitians, who also report 
problems with inadequate staffing. Stationary Engi- 
neers Local 39 conducted a sympathy strike Jan 16-19. 
NURSES EXPOSE KAISER LIES 

Kaiser management saw how many nurses sup- 
ported the strike by not coming to work, so they prompt- 
ly settled with the 18,000 CNA nurses by meeting their 
demand for better staffing levels. Nurses have docu- 
mented growing trends of premature hospital discharg- 
es and growing instances of denials of hospital admis- 
sion, written off by management as “lack of beds.” In 
reality there were beds, but no nurses. 

This lie was revealed by management’s own 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Never- 
ending U.S. wars 


The obscenity of George W. Bush’s U.S.-led inva- 
sion of Afghanistan in 2001, on the pretext of avenging 
Sept. 11 by unseating the Taliban rulers for sheltering 
al Qaeda leaders, has been matched by the obscenity 
of Obama extending that war to an arbitrary end date 
more than 13 years later. Yet even the formal end of the 
U.S. war in Afghanistan at the end of 2014 was just in 
time for post-war wars to begin in Afghanistan itself — 
where 13,500 U.S. and allied combat troops remain al- 
though the “end” of combat had been declared — as well 
as in Iraq, Syria, Pakistan and Yemen. 

U.S. WARS STOKE TERRORISM 


That those wars have not stopped terrorism but 
stoked it was seen in the events in Paris and the mil- 
lion who marched there on Jan. 11 against the mur- 
der of those gunned down by French terrorists. They 
marched, not because of the world leaders gathered to 
look like they were at the front of the crowd but in spite 
of their hypocrisy, and to denounce that week’s massa- 
cres (see article this page). 

Terrorists Cherif and Said Kouachi, while they 
were at large, bragged to the media that they had been 
trained and financed by al Qaeda of the Arabian Penin- 
sula. The killing of Muslim policeman Ahmed Merabet 
outside the Charlie Hebdo offices prompted his mourn- 
ers to add the slogan “Je suis Ahmed” to the ever-pres- 
ent “Je suis Charlie.” His killing was akin to al Qaeda’s 
bombing in Sana’a that killed at least 37 on the same 
day as the Charlie Hebdo attack, or the al Qaeda killing 
of at least 49 Shia Houthi rebels in Sana’a on Dec. 31. 

continued on p. 9 
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by Gerry Emmett 

In the final analysis, racism is evil because its 
ultimate logic is genocide... To use a philosophical 
analogy here, racism is not based on some 
empirical generalization; it is based rather on 
an ontological affirmation. It is not the assertion 
that certain people are behind culturally or 
otherwise because of environmental conditions. It 
is the affirmation that the very being of a people 
is inferior... I submit that however unpleasant it 
is we must honestly see and admit that racism is 
still deeply rooted all over America. 

— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Protests erupted 
in cities across the U.S. 
and around the world 
following the Nov. 25 
decision by a St. Louis 
County grand jury not 
to indict Ferguson police 
officer Darren Wilson for 
the cold-blooded murder 
of 18-year-old Michael 
Brown (see articles, 
p. 9). Thousands marched 
under the slogan “Black 
Lives Matter!” 

These demonstrations 
grew in the wake of the 
equally outrageous Dec. 

3 decision of a Staten 
Island, New York City, 
grand jury not to indict 
NYPD officer Daniel 
Pantaleo for the murder of Eric Garner — choked to 
death for the “crime” of selling loose cigarettes. This 
despite Garner’s murder being captured on video, the 
supposed NYPD policy prohibiting choke holds, and a 
coroner’s ruling of death by homicide. 

POLICE GET AWAY WITH MURDER 

In both cases, it was obvious the fix was in. 
“Prosecutors” never intended to hold these murdering 
cops responsible — in Ferguson badgering witnesses, 
knowingly introducing false evidence, and allowing the 
use of racist testimony as to Black men being “demons,” 
animals incapable of feeling pain, and other vile lies 
harking back to the days of slavery. It was the worst of 
America on display: racist, brutal and shameless. 

The demonstrations answering it have been 
organized in large part by Black youth, including women 
and Queer youth, and attracted white, Latino and Asian 
allies. They have made important connections to other 
struggles; for example, Black Friday labor protests and 
calls to boycott Walmart helped lower holiday sales by 


as much as 8% from last year. 

As 2015 begins, this new movement is coming 
face to face with its absolute opposite: an incoming 
Congress dominated by wealthy, right-wing racist 
white men — the very people who embody the idea that 
Black lives do not matter. They are already taking aim 
at women, people with disabilities, immigrants and 
the environment. The concept of “Two Americas” has 
seldom felt so true. 

NEW MOMENT, PAST CONNECTIONS 

Recently formed groups like We Charge Genocide 
make the same connection as the larger Black 
community between the murders of Michael Brown, 

Eric Garner, T ray von 

Martin, Tamir Rice, 
Oscar Grant, Rekia Boyd, 
Renisha McBride, Jordan 
Davis, John Crawford, 
Dante Parker, Ezell 
Ford, VonDerrit Myers 
Jr., Laquan McDonald, 
Cameron Tillman and so 
many others. The hundreds 
of thousands who shut 
down main streets from 
New York to Los Angeles 
represent a new moment in 
which a young generation 
is connecting to high points 
of past struggle like the 
Civil Rights Movement and 
the 1992 L.A. Rebellion, 
and aiming to go further. 
The new voices raised 
are critical of all aspects of life in a society which has 
been so poisoned by its festering racism and crisis- 
ridden capitalism that it is no longer tolerable. They 
mean to tear this racist society up by its roots: 

Tef Poe, Ferguson : “Mike Brown sparked a 
universal moment of clarity for young Black people. We 
feel as if no one in a position of power respects us. We 
feel as if we are not viewed as humans. Police officers 
blatantly referred to us as monkeys and dogs. A select 
few have lost their jobs as a result of their actions, but 
a great many remain gainfully employed.” 

T-Dubb-O, Ferguson: “We got all these Black 
athletes, Black rappers, all these one-percents, record 
label owners, CEOs that’s not saying nothing, that’s not 
bringing nothing to the community. You’re bleeding the 
community dry. The shoes we buy, the clothes we buy, 
the music we play, the videos we watch. You glorify being 
from the hood but do nothing for it. You glorify being 
from the trenches but do nothing for it. When they killing 
us, you stand by silent. The streets don’t believe you.” 

continued on p. 8 
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Demonstration on Nov. 28 in New York City in solidarity with Ferguson, Mo., 
protesters and encouraging a boycott of Black Friday Consumerism. 


European racism and economic decay 


On Jan. 7, two French terrorists, Cherif and Said 
Kouachi — brothers who identified with al Qaeda and 
trained with them in Yemen — massacred 12, mostly 
journalists, but also a Muslim police guard, at France’s 
satirical, iconoclastic publication Charlie Hebdo. As 
they died in a shootout with police two days later, their 
associate, Amedy Coulibaly, took hostages at a Jewish 
market in Paris, killing four, before being killed. His 
wife, Hayat Boumeddiene, a suspected accomplice, ap- 
parently fled to Syria to join the barbaric IS terror-state 
to which Coulibaly had declared allegiance in a video. 

The slaughter brought out hundreds of thousands 
in a show of solidarity and support for freedom of ex- 
pression, including from France’s substantial Mus- 
lim community, who, along with Muslim minorities 
throughout Europe, are increasingly the victims of rac- 
ist violence and discrimination in the midst of deep un- 
employment and permanent economic stagnation. New 
incidents of a widespread and ongoing anti-Muslim ter- 
ror were reported throughout France — from three gre- 
nades hitting a mosque in Le Mans to gunshots fired at 
a prayer room in Aude. This did not stop 20 imams from 


France’s Muslim federations who visited the Charlie 
Hebdo office and, without qualification, condemned 
those who killed the journalists and others as “crimi- 
nals” and “barbarians.” 

TERRORISM BOOSTS RIGHT WING 

A demonstration of national unity on Jan. 10 drew 
1.5 million people as well as leaders from around the 
world to Paris. Marine Le Pen’s National Front (FN), a 
neo-fascist, anti-Islamic party with anti-Semitic roots, 
was pointedly not invited. Le Pen, who is an admirer 
of another neo-fascist, Russia’s Vladimir Putin, who 
helped her finance her last campaign, hopes to get a 
boost for her anti-immigrant, anti-Islam hate move- 
ment against France’s five million Muslims, many of 
whom are in France as part of the legacy of the brutal 
French colonial subjugation of Algeria and other parts 
of Africa. The unprecedented gathering, reaffirming 
the values of “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” that go 
back to the 1789 French Revolution will be tested in hu- 
man relations where many French citizens are treated 
as “other” and scapegoated for the economic crisis. 

continued on p. 11 
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REASON 




by Terry Moon, 
Managing Editor 

In 1969 the Women’s Lib- 
eration Movement was less 
than a decade old and I had 
been an activist for two years in Detroit, Mich. Then, 
Detroit was a thriving working-class city with a large 
Black population — a demographic that drew the Left, 
every tendency: Trotskyist, Maoist, Stalinist, academic. 
Every one of them came to our “Independent Women’s 
Liberation” literature table in a Wayne State Univer- 
sity building, to lecture us that Women’s Liberation 
was a diversion from revolution. It didn’t 
matter if their cause was stopping the 
Vietnam war, Black liberation, or anti- 
imperialism; all acted as if women were 
not a part of what they were doing, and 
that fighting for women’s freedom could 
wait, wait, WAIT! 

There isn’t room here to tell all the 
stories of Leftist abuse — from having to, 
literally, fight to speak from the podium 
at rallies, to having men screaming in our 
faces that we “middle-class bitches” were 
not oppressed and tossing dirt and mud 
at us at demonstrations. When someone 
from News and Letters Committees came 
to our table, I expected the same. 

MEETING PHILOSOPHY 

Instead she asked about the demonstration against 
the Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City and invited 
me to write about it in the pages of News & Letters. 
Unlike any other existing Left organization, this one 
had been founded and was headed by a woman, Raya 
Dunayevskaya. At their meetings I heard Black and 
Brown working women speak of what they were think- 
ing and doing, something rare in a university-based 
women’s movement. Interested in freedom and revolu- 
tion, I knew the thoughts and actions of those who ex- 
perience all the limitations of this society were vitally 

WOMAN’S VIEWPOINT 

Fragment from the first issue of News & Letters, 
June 24, 1955: 

I believe the Women’s page should be a page for the 
women to express themselves — their day-to-day lives as 
housewives, mothers, working women, in their relation 
to men and children, and the jobs that their family is 
involved in. 

To the many problems that families face, the only 
way a woman can try to solve them in this society today 
is by fighting against her husband or men and standing 
her ground for her rights... 


§ 


A NOTE TO OUR READERS 
ON OUR MOTTO 

Consciousness of language has 
led many Women's Liberation ac- 
tivists to ask us to change our 
motto: “The root of mankind is 
man” — a quotation from Karl 
Marx, which for many years we 
felt summed up the Marxist-Hu- 
manist content of our philosophy. 
We will, in the months ahead, 
substitute on our front page other 
mottos as they are suggested to 
us, and ask our readers to help 
us decide on the best choice. This 
month we carry a quote from 
G. W. F. Hegel: "The leap to 
freedom is from necessity." 

From the October 1970 News & Letters 



by Artemis 

On Nov. 15, 22-year-old Tugce Albayrak intervened 
when she heard the screams of two teenaged girls ha- 
rassed by three men in the restroom of a McDonald’s in 
Offenback, Germany. When she left, the men assaulted 
her, sending her into a coma. When she was pronounced 
brain-dead and taken off life support, thousands of 
Germans declared her a hero and held candlelight vig- 
ils across the country. After receiving a petition with 
100,000 signatures, German President Joachim Gauck 
said he’ll consider awarding her the national order of 
merit posthumously. 

* * * 

At the Abortion Rights Festival in Stockholm, 
Sweden, on Dec. 7, three masked men yelling “fucking 
whores” threw a smoke bomb into a screening of Vessel. 
The award-winning documentary, directed by American 
Diana Whitten, is about Dutch physician Rebecca Gom- 
perts and her organization Women on Waves, which 
uses a ship to provide abortion and contraception to 
women in countries with restrictive laws. In response, 
the Gothenburg Film Festival, one of Sweden’s largest, 
added the film to its January line-up, stating that “vio- 
lence must never prevail over a film’s freedom.” 

* * * 

Youth from countries in conflict zones attended 
Seeds of Peace International Camp in Maine, to get to 
know their supposed “enemies” as human beings. U.S. 
attendee Hannah Posner reported to womensenews.org 
that the most intense conversations were among the 
young women, who, unlike the young men, did not envi- 
sion a future for themselves in their countries of origin 
due to intense patriarchal oppression. In contrast to 
sexists who claim U.S. feminism is a distraction from 
the more severe oppression of women in other coun- 
tries, Posner discussed the past and current struggles 
of U.S. feminists, stating: “This experience demonstrat- 
ed the importance of finding common ground and not 
idealizing womanhood in one nation while despairing 
over its state in another.” 


important. I met Dunayevskaya and Marxist-Humanist 
philosophy that was so difficult for me to understand 
that sometimes only a phrase — like “the leap to freedom 
is from necessity” — would strike a chord. While not un- 
derstanding Hegel, I could feel what it meant to make 
such a leap, change one’s life completely, not because 
you wanted to, but because you had to. 

The philosophy was evident in the organization, for 
example, in the fact that the 1956 founding Constitution 
singled out women who — along with workers, Blacks 
and youth — are fighting for “totally new relations and 
for a fundamentally new way of life.” The changes that 
the Women’s Liberation Movement was inspiring the 
organization to make, made real 
the concept that “the movement 
from practice is itself a form of 
theory” and that it was unseparat- 
ed from the movement from theory 
reaching to philosophy. In August 
1970 News & Letters created a 
page in each issue for articles from 
and about the women’s movement. 
WOMEN KEY FROM THE 
BEGINNING 

This was not a new develop- 
ment. From the organization’s 
beginning in 1955, women were 
participants, thinkers and writers. 
The paper began with four women 
columnists: Ethel Dunbar, a Black working woman 
whose column, “Way of the World,” persisted into the 
1970s; white workers Jerry Kegg and Angela Terrano, 
whose column was titled “Working for Independence”; 
and Raya Dunayevskaya, whose “Two Worlds” column 
was at first published with no signature. 
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS 

Throughout 2015, we will observe the 60th An- 
niversary of the only Marxist-Humanist paper in the 
world by reprinting articles and other items that show 
how philosophy, unseparated from the movement from 
practice, has manifested itself in News & Letters. Any- 
one can see for themselves, as all the issues are avail- 
able on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 

In this issue we reproduce the notice we printed 
asking for discussion on changing the slogan on the 
masthead from Marx’s statement that “The root of 
mankind is man” since several Women’s Liberation- 
ists indicated that we didn’t feel that slogan included 
us. We also reprint an article about Njeri, a Kenyan 
woman active in the freedom movement there, as well 
as a short article from Jerry Kegg — all and more in an 
eight-page newspaper. 

Please let us hear your thoughts about these his- 
torical signposts as well as suggestions for ideas and 
practice for today and our future. It’s not as if the prob- 
lems we faced in the mid-1960s have disappeared. The 
Left still tells women to wait; much of it is still wedded 
to vanguardism; the voices of those struggling for free- 
dom are now quoted as the basis for others’ theories but 
are not comprehended as a form of theory; and to too 
many revolution means a change in leadership or shal- 
low economic reforms when what we’re aiming for is a 
new society based on totally new human relationships. 
Which is why a philosophy — Marxist-Humanism — is 
still of the essence. 


AFRICAN WOMEN 

Reprinted from the first issue of News & Letters: 

Njeri is an African woman. Her home is in Kenya, 
a country in East Africa, which has been in the grip 
of civil war for almost three years. The civil war was 
started by the British authorities when they declared 
an Emergency in October 1952, because the people of 
Kenya were trying to help themselves. They want their 
rights as human beings, which the minority of white 
settlers had taken from them. 

Njeri is a woman of about 53 or 54. Like Harriet 
Tubman during our own Civil War, she cannot read or 
write legibly. She is in a prison camp with about 9,000 
other African women. She has been very badly treated 
and everybody thought she was going to die. 

This remarkable woman founded the first indepen- 
dent women’s movement in East Africa. She started 
her work in 1940 when, independently of any men, she 
organized African women to establish, at the Kenya 
Teachers College, facilities for girls to equal those en- 
joyed by the boys. But there is more behind the African 
women’s movement than this. Much more. It is not sim- 
ply for equality with African men. It is for equality as 
Africans in relation to anyone else in the world. 

Njeri’s story, and the story of the people of Kenya, is 
told by Mbiyu Koinange, in THE PEOPLE OF KENYA 
SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, which is dedicated to her. 


I WISH MY HUSBAND 
W0&L6 GIVE ME AS MUCH 



“NO WOMEN WANTED” 

Reprinted from the first issue of News & Letters: 

About 85% of the workers in my plant are women. 
Yet in the recent union elections there wasn’t a single 
woman candidate for local chairman. The union big 
shot said the job was too big for a woman. I asked him 
if he thought women are too dumb to know what’s best 
for them since we are in the majority. He said the wear 
and tear and strain of the job was too much. A woman 
would just break down under it. 

His wife must really have a tough job on her hands. 

—Jerry Kegg 


Men Explain Things to Me — a review 


Men Explain Things to Me by Rebecca Solnit (Hay- 
market Books, 2014). 

This is a short book of seven essays mostly pub- 
lished online over the past few years. What ties them 
together is that they eloquently describe how patriar- 
chy attempts to distract us from the fact that seemingly 
isolated incidents and seemingly separate oppressions 
are part of a system of profound and devastating vio- 
lence. 

The title essay from 2008 refers to the situation 
where a man explains a topic to a woman about which 
she has more knowledge. This essay is so popular be- 
cause of how universally women have had this experi- 
ence and it has been given the term “mansplaining.” 

Solnit presents her personal story of a man lectur- 
ing her on the merits of an “important book” which had 
been written by Solnit herself. She points out that this 
is part of a pattern of silencing women which not only 
stifles us emotionally and professionally but allows 
men of the religious Right to make medically inaccu- 
rate statements that affect reproductive rights. This 
atmosphere in which a man’s word is given more cred- 
ibility than a woman’s has also led to women not being 
believed when they are victims of rape or assault. 

Solnit discusses how, by being unmentioned in his- 
tory, women have been silenced and how their ability to 
influence the world has been discounted. She explains 
that religious Right opposition to same-gender mar- 
riage is caused by the Right’s insistence on traditional 
marriage in which the husband dominates the wife. 
She describes how situations intended to make women 
feel that the world does not belong to them are repro- 
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duced in how richer and more influential governments 
have oppressed and starved poor nations. 

Solnit also states that feminists are making con- 
nections between the many worldwide 
acts of violence, harassment, and 
silencing — declaring them human 
rights violations — and have coined 
the term “rape culture.” Except for 
a few cases, she does not delve into 
what feminists are doing about it, but 
she does call for more study into the 
causes of patriarchal, authoritarian 
violence. She also discusses the im- 
portance of creativity in creating a 
more positive future. 

Solnit emphatically makes the point several times 
that not all men are violent or condescending and that 
women can also engage in these behaviors. She states 
that male allies have always been important to femi- 
nism and that their participation will be necessary in 
dismantling rape culture. 

She also makes the connection between patriarchy 
and capitalism, but with only few vague sentences. She 
does not explain why and how capitalism is damaging 
to people, other than to mention “competition and ruth- 
lessness.” 

Other than that, Men Explain Things to Me is very 
valuable as a brief introduction to key feminist con- 
cepts. Its analysis of patriarchal oppression is balanced 
by a reminder: we have had great success so far in what 
is still a long struggle. 

— Adele 
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Murderous King Coal on trial 


Detroit — There has been much publicity about the 
federal indictment of Don Blankenship, owner of the 
Upper Big Branch Massey mine in West Virginia in 
2010 when the mine exploded, killing 29 coal miners. 
Reactions to the indictment have been varied, ranging 
from “momentous” to “changing the culture of coal” — a 
part of which is true, but in another sense reflects the 
distortions in the American justice system. 

The changed culture is reflected in the indictment 
itself, something that would have been unheard of 
several decades ago because of the tremendously 
powerful coal lobby in West Virginia. The coal lobby 
controlled the economy, politics and the courts. At that 
time, there never would have been a court case, let 
alone an indictment. 

This decline in the power of the coal lobby 
mirrors the decline of coal itself, which at one 
time was pivotal to the national economy, but 
has a negligible effect today. Nevertheless, the 
coal lobby still exerts considerable power in the 
state, and uses that power to support mountain- 
top mining and to thwart environmentally pro- 
gressive programs that try to minimize the many 
dangerous aspects of coal mining. 

The distortions in the justice system are clearly 
revealed in the huge number of violations that Blan- 
kenship either initiated or permitted, which included 
two sets of books related to safety issues, one set of the 
real violations for the company, the other set with fewer 
and less serious violations for safety inspectors. This 
allowed the company to ignore the danger signs of roof 
falls, hazardous ventilating systems, and accumulation 
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continued from p. 1 

response to CNA’s one-day strike last year: “CNA’s as- 
sertion their strike is for patient care access is really 
more about nursing staff,” as if staffing and access to 
care were separate issues. 

In 2013, California’s Department of Managed 
Health Care (DMHC) fined Kaiser $4 million for sys- 
temically understaffing its psychiatry department, fal- 
sifying patients’ appointment records to conceal long 
wait times, and providing patients with misleading in- 
formation regarding the care available to them. 

Spurred by whistleblower complaints from Kai- 
ser’s own mental health clinicians, an investigation by 
the DMHC found the HMO guilty of “serious” and “sys- 
temic” violations of California law (and industry stan- 
dards) that put mental health patients at risk. 

It was a situation nearly identical to the scandal 
that engulfed the Veterans Affairs Administration last 
year. The VA’s top man was ousted. Kaiser executives, 
however, continue to be lavished with unprecedented 
bonuses. 

PAY THE FINE, DENY THE CARE 

Kaiser finally dropped its appeal and paid the 
DMHC’s $4 million fine last September, but has failed 
to expand its in-house staff of mental health clinicians. 
Kaiser merely shifted staff away from existing patients 
to handle the influx of new patients from private ex- 
changes as well as from Medicaid expansion. 

The $4 million fine was treated by manage- 
ment as a cost of doing business. It is a fraction 
of the take-home pay of top executives at the na- 
tion’s largest HMO. It is a drop in the bucket com- 
pared to its profit last year of $3 billion (up 40% 
from the previous year after scooping up 420,000 
new enrollees from the Affordable Care Act) and 
compared to the $21.7 billion it holds in reserves. 

Under California law, Kaiser is responsible for 
expanding its staff of providers in accordance with 
membership growth. Mental health workers at Kaiser 
facilities report that patients frequently endure waits 
of between four and twelve weeks for a return appoint- 
ment, making effective, ongoing treatment nearly im- 
possible. Patients and their families have filed four 
class-action lawsuits against Kaiser for violations con- 
tributing to tragic outcomes, including suicides. 

BLOOD ON KAISER’S HANDS 

“For patients suffering from depression, anxiety, 
and other debilitating mental conditions, these delays 
can be insurmountable obstacles, sometimes leading 
to tragic outcomes,” said Clement Papazian, a clinical 
social worker at Kaiser in Oakland and president of 
NUHW’s Northern California chapter of mental health 
clinicians. “We don’t want to see patients being ignored. 
Kaiser’s actions are doing real harm. Even suicides 
have been linked to Kaiser’s delays and denial of care.” 

Workers taking to the streets and withhold- 
ing our labor is a way to reclaim its meaning, 
when those charged with the authority to serve 
and protect are doing neither. 

It takes the labor dimension to view life through 
the lens of humanity in its fullest capacity. It takes 
workers in self-conscious activity to comprehend the 
meaning of our own labor. Only then can society prac- 
tice the concept of “Every Life Matters.” 


of deadly levels of coal dust. 

The autopsies of the 29 miners killed in the Upper 
Big Branch mine explosion revealed that 71% of them 
had black lung disease, compared with the industry av- 
erage of 3.2%. 

The evidence against Blankenship is so overwhelm- 
ing that it is difficult to see how any verdict other than 
guilty can result, but many Massey miners and their 
families are fearful that Blankenship’s wealth and con- 
nections may set him free. — Andy Phillips 

Chicago teachers’ 
strike reviewed 

How to Jump-Start Your Union: Lessons from the 
Chicago Teachers, Labor Notes, 2014, and Strike for 
America: Chicago Teachers Against Austerity, by Mi- 
cah Uetricht, Verso, 2014. 

In 2012 Chicago Pub- 
lic Schools teachers put 
their philosophy of social 
movement unionism into 
practice by organizing 
and winning a landmark 
strike. They beat back 
“reforms” like increased 
reliance on student test 
scores for teacher evalu- 
ations and fought mas- 
sive closings of “under- 
utilized” public schools 
in Chicago’s Black and 
Latino communities. 

Strike for America 
opens by contrasting 
“two versions of teacher unionism” on June 7, 2012, the 
day 90% of CTU (Chicago Teachers Union) members 
voted to authorize a strike. That same day Randi Wein- 
garten, president of the AFT (American Federation of 
Teachers), CTU’s parent organization, praised Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s public-private partnerships 
(non-union charter schools). 

EDUCATION BECOMING BIG BUSINESS 

Weingarten’s business unionism model represents 
the trend in education today, with near-universal bi- 
partisan support for conservative billionaire philan- 
thropists who seek to privatize education: “the agenda 
to privatize public education and turn it into a market 
good requires an attack on teachers and their unions.” 
Uetricht asks if teachers’ unions will continue praising 
“neoliberal politicians and titans of capital who want to 
destroy them or confront those enemies and their ide- 
ologies head-on.” 

Labor Notes dedicates its book to “Chicago’s stu- 
dents and educators... and to readers. ..who will learn 
from CTU’s example.” Activist teachers who formed 
the Caucus of Rank-and-File Educators (CORE) “were 
inspired to join CORE because of the group’s bigger 
vision — not just bread-and-butter union issues but 
battling against racism and to improve education for 
all.” CORE won leadership of the CTU in 2010 “with 
the right combination of rank-and-file organizing, hard 
work, and trust in democracy,” culminating in the suc- 
cessful strike, and fundamentally re-created the union 
as the voice and activity of its members and allies. 

The book’s detailed narrative reveals philosophy- 
in-action underlying principles that the CTU refused to 
compromise. The CTU refused to narrow the basis for 
the strike, tackling everything from educational apart- 
heid to the diversion of infrastructure funds to corpo- 
rate interests. Shared goals strengthened community 
alliances to resist public school closures while new non- 
union charter schools were opened. The union’s ideas 
about “The Schools Chicago’s Students Deserve,” shap- 
ing organizing actions cooperatively with community 
partners. A new Organizing Department developed 
rank-and-file leaders and envisioned all members as 
self-determining union activists. 

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ‘REFORMERS’ 

Today Chicago public education continues to face unre- 
lenting assault by “reformers.” In 2013 the appointed 
School Board closed 49 schools despite thousands of 
teachers, parents and students in the streets. 

New per-pupil funding has led to massive budget 
cuts and class sizes exceeding contractual limits. Bud- 
get constraints force principals to lay off veteran teach- 
ers to hire cheaper inexperienced ones; and custodians’ 
jobs represented by SEIU (which did not support the 
CTU strike) are now outsourced to mega-corporation 
Aramark. 

These kinds of assaults cannot be countered by 
standard union strategies. The CTU campaign for an 
elected school board may drain its resources. 

Uetricht describes “foundational principles of 
public education: to educate all children... to develop 
critical thinking and provide a broadly humanistic ed- 
ucation... The art of teaching requires giving teachers 
freedom.” The entire labor movement can learn from 
Chicago teachers. — Susan Van Gelder 


Journey to Death’s door 

Jackson, Mich. — On Oct. 13 I was taken for a 
long ride to the Michigan Department of Corrections 
(MDOC) Duane Waters Hospital (Waters) in Jackson 
to have laser tomography (a sort of layered photo) of 
my eyes to see how far my macular degeneration (MD) 
has advanced. This road trip, my first in three years, 
revealed lots of road reconstruction, but none of it 
completed. Every road traveled was broken up into a 
bumpy, pot-holed mess, lined with hundreds of dead ash 
trees, boarded-up homes and businesses. This is what 
happens when people let the big corporations take the 
money and run. With the bankruptcy scam Gov. Snyder 
and the banks ran on Detroit, what I saw is a mere 
foreshadowing of what is to come. 

My trip was the result of two grievances I filed 
against the MDOC healthcare provider Corizon, Inc., 
for its refusal to provide me with the tinted glasses and 
Ocuvite vitamins I’d been getting for years due to my 
MD. Corizon somehow managed to get one of its sub- 
contracted “optometrists” to claim my incurable MD 
had been cured. It took a while, but it finally dawned on 
some MDOC drone that they couldn’t argue a miracle 
MD cure in court; so I got my tinted eyeglasses and this 
trip to Waters, where it was concluded I should be tak- 
ing Ocuvite for my MD. In sum, Corizon cancelled my 
decade-long prescriptions for Ocuvite and eyeglasses in 
order to pocket the $100 or $200 they cost a year and 
wound up costing state taxpayers thousands of dollars 
for my trip to Waters. 

When I finally arrived at the now mostly aban- 
doned Jackson prison complex, I was greeted by an air 
of foreboding, typical of old prisons, along with an aura 
of death and decay. Surprisingly, after a multi-million 
dollar renovation over a decade ago, the old prison walls 
and gun towers were already crumbling and exposing 
the rebar, like the bones of a rotting corpse. 

Not having ever been to Waters, I was shocked 
to my core by the soul-chilling horror show waiting 
within. Stepping across the threshold of this particular 
Death’s door, I was greeted by the spectacle of ancient 
and sick prisoners in wheelchairs being rolled silently 
through the hallways, looking like so many ghosts in 
some haunted asylum. Especially the white guys — pale 
doesn’t even begin to describe them, more like see- 
through. The Black guys were a bit more corporeal, as 
they were only a sickly yel- 
low. A spectral panoply of 
forgotten men rolling back 
and forth before my eyes. 

What’s the point of 
keeping guys locked up 
who are so ill and weak 
they cannot get in and out 
of wheelchairs on their 
own? For that matter, 
what’s the point of keep- 
ing prisoners for 50, 40, 
even 20 years, good health or bad? No point, except to 
waste $2 billion or more per year of taxpayer money in 
order to keep it from being spent on the care and educa- 
tion of children: children now designated by the mas- 
ters, i.e., Scum in Charge of the Kleptocracy (SICK), 
as surplus population destined for the school-to-prison 
pipeline — more ghosts for the wheelchairs. 

I suppose the money could also be spent on Michi- 
gan’s crumbling infrastructure — roads, bridges, etc. — 
but there’s not much point in maintaining a fossil- 
fuel-based infrastructure when it’s feeding the global 
climate change rapidly making the earth uninhabitable 
for most animal life. A sad reality, indeed, but a more 
immediate sad reality is that the majority of the men I 
saw will die, miserable and alone, inside this hellhole 
just the other side of Death’s door. Dec. 4, 2014 


— Rand W. Gould #C-187131, Thumb Correctional 
Facility, 3225 John Conley Dr., Lapeer, MI 48446, www. 
freerandgould.com. 
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May 20, 1 953, letter on Absolute Mind 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: Raya Dunayevskaya’s May 20, 1953, 
letter is one of the historic writings included in The 
Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, which 
singled out her May 1953 letters on Hegel’s Absolutes 
as that philosophic moment. Preceding issues of 
N&L printed its other contents. A new exploration 
of these writings is needed for our world struggling 
for the survival and deepening of today’s revolutions, 
plagued by both counter-revolution and self-limiting 
ideologies. All footnotes were added by the editors. 

Dear Hauser [Grace Lee Boggs]: 

Please do not interpret this as any prodding of 
you to commit yourself on my analysis of the Absolute 
Idea; it is only that I cannot stand still and so rushed 
directly to the Philosophy of Mind. I then reread the 
Preface, Introduction, and Absolute Knowledge in 
the Phenomenology of Mind, the Introduction, Three 
Attitudes to Objectivity, and the Absolute Idea in the 
Smaller Logic and the Absolute Idea in the Science 
of Logic. After that I read from cover to cover Lenin’s 
phenomenal Vol. IX [of his Selected Works I which is 
the Absolute Idea in action, reread Marx’s [chapters 
on the] accumulation of capital and the fetishism of 
commodities in Vol. I of Capital, the final part in Vol. 
Ill [of Capital], and The Civil War in France. All this I 
did on my own time, so to speak, that is to say, between 
11 p.m. and 2 a.m. after putting in very full days and 
evenings in concrete organizational activity. I note 
these facts only in order to show how this Absolute Idea 
has me coming and going. Along with keeping all these 
in the back of my head then as I read the Philosophy 
of Mind, I made up the following outline of the 
development of the vanguard party and its relationship 
to the mass movements: 

The party as a “simple” class instrument — Communist 
League, the First International (reflecting 1848 class 
struggles and the Paris Commune) 

The party as divider of tendencies within Marxism — 
Lenin’s party of 1903-17 (1905 and 1917 revolutions) 

The party as divider of politics from economics — The 
German Social Democracy (trade union aristocracy 
of labor and 1914 betrayal) 

The party as different social layers — 1920 — (in 
Russia, Lenin to leaders and ranks; in Germany, 
ranks to leaders) 

The party as suppressor of ranks and destroyer of 
revolutionism — Stalinism — (Spanish Revolution, 
CIO, National Resistance Movements) 1923-53 

Now ourselves, ‘41-’50 — clarification of ideas, 
elaboration of theory, eyes on mass movements. ‘51- 
’53 — life in party and third layer as source of theory. 
Something totally new appears — 

100 years becomes practically no more than mere 
background for listening and digging — B, 1 Woman, 
Youth — all come from ranks — something like the 
Great Beginning in Russia. What is so remarkable 
is that it comes not as direct result of any revolution, 
but rather as the accumulated experiences and 
feelings and social thinking when placed in the proper 
theoretic and climatic atmosphere of live people. 

To this the paper is the climax not alone because 
it has never been but because it could never have been. 
Only one who knew it could be could go through the toil 
of the negative, the labor and suffering, of not a single 
break in the cadre of the “continuators” of Leninism. 
And (note the “and” rather than a “but”) only when it 
did appear can we have the perspectives that we have. 
This therefore is not just a general interpenetration of 
objective and subjective but one so concrete that it is 
impossible to say where theory leaves off and practice 
begins. This can be so only because the elements of the 
new society are everywhere in evidence. 

FIRST NOW YOU ARE where I was as I read the 
Philosophy of Mind which, to me, is the new society. 
That’s what materialistic reading of the final chapters 
of Hegel means to me. (To say the end of Hegel is highly 
idealistic is to deny that the dialectical laws apply in 
their totality. ) 

I limit myself to the following sections of the 
Philosophy of Mind: Introduction, Free Mind, Absolute 
Mind. 

In the Introduction Hegel states what the three 
stages in the development of the Mind are: 1) in the 
form of self-relation where “the ideal of totality of the 
Idea” is, it is “self-contained and free”; 2 2) Moving from 
the Mind Subjective he comes to the second stage or 
“the form of reality” and in this objective world “freedom 

1. “B” refers to Charles Denby’s Indignant Heart, first 
published in 1952. A greatly expanded book was published in 
1978 as Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal (Boston: 
South End Press); a new edition was published in 1989 by 
Wayne State University Press. 

2. Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971), 

1385. Hereafter referred to as Mind. 


presents itself under the shape of necessity”; 3) From 
Mind Objective we reach Mind Absolute “that unity of 
mind as objectivity and of mind as ideality and concept, 
which essentially and actually is and for ever produces 
itself, mind in its absolute truth” [Mind, 1385]. 

Hegel continues: “The two first parts of the 
doctrine of Mind embrace the finite mind. Mind 
is the infinite Idea, and finitude here means the 
disproportion between the concept and the reality — but 
with the qualification that it is a shadow cast by the 
mind’s own light — a show or illusion which the mind 
implicitly imposes as a barrier to itself, in order, by its 
removal, actually to realize and become conscious of 
freedom as its very being, i.e., to be fully manifested. 
The several steps of this activity, on each of which, with 
their semblance of being, it is the function of the finite 
mind to linger, and through which it has to pass, are 
steps in its liberation. In the full truth of that liberation 
is given the identification of the three stages — finding a 
world presupposed before us, generating a world as our 
own creation, and gaining freedom from it and in it. To 
the infinite form of this truth the show purifies itself 
till it becomes a consciousness of it. 

“A rigid application of the category of finitude by 
the abstract logician is chiefly seen in dealing with 
Mind and reason: it is held not a mere matter of strict 
logic, but treated also as a moral and religious concern, 
to adhere to the point of view of finitude, and the wish 
to go further is reckoned a mark of audacity, if not of 
insanity, of thought” [Mind, 1386]. 


(Remember “soviets in the sky”?) 3 

If we go from this audacious thinking directly to the 
Free Mind or end of Section 1 of Mind Subjective, we will 
meet with free will in a new social order: “Actual free 
will is the unity of theoretical and practical mind: a free 
will, which realizes its own freedom of will, now that the 
formalism, fortuitousness, and contractedness of the 
practical content up to this point have been superseded. 
By superseding the adjustments of means therein 
contained, the will is the immediate individuality self- 
instituted — an individuality, however, also purified 
of all that interferes with its universalism, i.e. with 
freedom itself’ [Mind, 1481]. 

IN A WORD, NOT THE FREE WILL of the Ego, 
the unhappy consciousness, but the free will of the 
social individual, “an individuality ... purified of all 
that interferes ... with freedom itself’ [Mind, 1481]. 

To get to the “will to liberty (which) is no longer 
an impulse which demands its satisfaction, but the 
permanent character — the spiritual consciousness 
grown into a non-impulsive nature” [Mind, 1482], 
Hegel cannot avoid history, the concrete development: 

“When individuals and nations have once got in 
their heads the abstract concept of full-blown liberty, 
there is nothing like it in its uncontrollable strength, 
just because it is the very essence of mind, and that 
as its very actuality. Whole continents, Africa and the 
East, have never had this Idea, and are without it still. 
The Greeks and Romans, Plato and Aristotle, even 
the Stoics, did not have it. On the contrary, they saw 
that it is only by birth (as, for example, an Athenian or 
Spartan citizen), or by strength of character, education, 
or philosophy ( — the sage is free even as a slave and 
in chains) that the human being is actually free. It 
was through Christianity that this Idea came into the 
world” [Mind, 1482]. 

(I’ll be d — d if for us I will need to stop to give the 
materialistic explanation here. I’m not fighting Hegel’s 
idealism but trying to absorb his dialectics. Anyone who 
can’t think of the Industrial and French Revolutions as 
the beginnings of modern society, or know that when 
will to liberty is no longer mere impulse but “permanent 
character,” “spiritual consciousness” it means and 
can mean only the proletariat that has absorbed all 
of science in his person, that person better not try to 
grapple with Hegel.) 

Then a rejection of property, the “have” of 

3. Irving Howe, then a Trotskyist, attacked the Johnson-For- 
est Tendency for supposedly romanticizing American work- 
ers, charging them with creating “soviets in the skies.” 


possession, and directly to the is of the new society: “If 
to be aware of the idea — to be aware, i.e., that men are 
aware of freedom as their essence, aim, and object — is 
matter of speculation, still this very idea itself is the 
actuality of men — not something which they have, as 
men, but which they are” [Mind, 1482]. 

WE ARE READY FOR the Absolute Mind. I will 
limit myself to the concluding four paragraphs, 574-577. 

Hegel begins his conclusions about philosophy 
which “is the self-thinking Idea, the truth aware of 
itself’ by referring us to the Absolute Idea in the 
Smaller Logic, and there Hegel issued a warning: “It 
is certainly possible to indulge in a vast amount of 
senseless declamation about the idea absolute. But its 
true content is only the whole system of which we have 
been hitherto examining the development” [Hegel’s 
Smaller Logic, 1237]. 

Back to 1574: “This notion of philosophy is the self- 
thinking Idea, the truth aware of itself — the logical 
system, but with the signification that it is universality 
approved and certified in concrete content as in its 
actuality.” 

I’m here reminded of that total Introduction to the 
Smaller Logic (or perhaps it is time to begin calling it 
by its right name, Encyclopedia of the Philosophical 
Sciences, since the Smaller Logic is Part I of it and 
the Philosophy of Mind that concerns me now Part III) 
where he says “the Idea is not so feeble as merely to 
have a right or an obligation to exist without actually 
existing” [Smaller Logic, 16]. And most certainly 
Socialism “is not so feeble as merely to have 
a right or obligation to exist without actually 
existing.” Quite the contrary, the new society 
is evident everywhere, appears within the old. 

Let us return to Hegel, still 1574: “In this 
way the science has gone back to its beginning: 
its result is the logical system but as a spiritual 
principle: out of the presupposing judgment, 
in which the notion was only implicit and the 
beginning an immediate — and thus out of the 
appearance which it had there — it has risen 
into its pure principle and thus also into its 
proper medium.” 

This appearance “gives the motive of the 
further development” [Mind, 1575]. So, like all 
rational thinkers, we are back at the form of 
the syllogism: “The first appearance is formed 
by the syllogism, which is based on the Logical 
system as starting-point, with Nature for the 
middle term which couples the Mind with it. 
The Logical principle turns to Nature and Nature to 
Mind” [Mind, 1575]. 

THE MOVEMENT IS FROM the logical principle 
or theory to nature or practice and from practice not 
alone to theory but to the new society which is its 
essence (note scrupulously how this development, this 
practice, sunders itself): 

“Nature, standing between the Mind and its 
essence, sunders itself, not indeed to extremes of finite 
abstraction, nor itself to something away from them and 
independent — which, as other than they, only serves as 
a link between them: for the syllogism is in the Idea 
and Nature is essentially defined as a transition-point 
and negative factor, and as implicitly the Idea” [Mind, 
1575], 

Thus the sundering of practice has been neither 
to mount the “extremes of finite abstraction” nor 
as mere link between practice and theory, for the 
triangular development here means that practice itself 
is “implicitly the Idea.” 

“Still,” continues Hegel, “the mediation of the notion 
has the external form of transition, and the science of 
Nature presents itself as the course of necessity, so 
that it is only in the one extreme that the liberty of the 
notion is explicit as a self-amalgamation” [Mind, 1575]. 

BY ALL MEANS LET’S FOLLOW HEGEL 
and hold back from skipping a single link. But also 
let us not forget that this is only the first syllogism, 
while “In the second syllogism this appearance is so 
far superseded, that that syllogism is the standpoint 
of the Mind itself, which — as the mediating agent in 
the process — presupposes Nature and couples it with 
the Logical principle. It is the syllogism where Mind 
reflects on itself in the Idea: philosophy appears as a 
subjective cognition, of which liberty is the aim, and 
which is itself the way to produce it” [Mind, 1576]. 

Here then Mind itself is “the mediating agent in the 
process.” I cannot help but think of Marx concluding that 
the Commune is “the form at last discovered to work out 
the economic emancipation of the proletariat,” 4 and of 
Lenin in Vol. IX 5 saying that the workers and peasants 
“must understand that the whole thing now is practice, 
that the historical moment has arrived when theory is 
being transformed into practice, is vitalized by practice, 
corrected by practice, tested by practice,” and on the 
same page: “The Paris Commune gave a great example 
of how to combine initiative, independence, freedom of 
action and vigor from below with voluntary centralism 
continued on p. 8 

4. Marx, The Civil War in France. 

5. This refers to Vol. IX of Lenin’s Selected Works. 
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‘We all can’t breathe * 

Reflections on Marx’s Humanism and Fanon 


by Mohammed Elnaiem 

I do not carry innocence to the point of believing 
that appeals to reason or to respect for human 
dignity can alter reality. For the Negro who works 
on a sugar plantation in Le Robert, there is only 
one solution: to fight. He will embark on this 
struggle, and he will pursue it, not as the result of 
a Marxist or idealistic analysis but quite simply 
because he cannot conceive of life otherwise 
than in the form of a battle against exploitation, 
misery, and hunger. 

— Frantz Fanon 

As I reflect on the work of Karl Marx, I seek no 
fantastic solution to the deprivation of my humanity; 
I seek no organized scheme to offer me salvation, I can 
only narrate my own struggle. When James Baldwin 
recalled his flirtations with the Communist Party, he 
concluded that “it was dedicated to the liberation of all 
people — except me. It was again my liberation on their 
terms.” Today, at a time ignited with racial tensions, 
I am reminded that I am reflecting on Marxism as a 
Black man. I am writing this as I bear witness to an 
incarceration level of Black men higher than state- 
sanctioned slavery ever was, higher than it had ever 
been before the Emancipation Proclamation! I am 
reminded that there will be no justice for the lynchings 
of Emmett Till and Eric Garner. Concerned with this 
juridical enslavement, I write this with my sympathies 
lying on the side of “the dangerous class, the social 
scum, that passively rotting mass thrown off by the 
lowest layers of old society” (Communist Manifesto). 

Is it wrong for me to question whether or not 
history has progressed? 

Upon reading the Marxist progression of history, 
and “the conditions under which feudal society 
produced and exchanged,” I was struck by how, as 
feudalism outlived its usefulness, “the feudal relations 
of property became no longer compatible” — in a sense, 
those very conditions “had to be burst asunder; they 
were burst asunder” (Communist Manifesto). Feudalism 
was one of many ways that Man had come to learn to 
exploit humanity. Omnipotent, almost god-like, it was 
dethroned! This is what human beings are capable of. 

Naturally, as a Black man, I asked myself: Why — 
through the dialectical crises of the social relations of 
production and the subsequent implosion of multiple 
outlived modes of production — has racism persisted like 
a stubborn leech? Why, despite the relations of property 
literally bursting asunder, does racism survive? How 
and why does racism, sexism, homophobia survive 
revolution after revolution? Will we again be left behind 
after the next revolution? 

Emmet Till and Eric Garner, Assata Shakur and 
Rasmeah Odeh — where is the progress? Or as some 
enlightened and well-meaning liberals may ask, “Why 
are we still protesting this?” 

“The current amazement that the things we are 
experiencing are ‘still’ possible in the 
twentieth century is not philosophical. 

This amazement is not the beginning 
of knowledge — unless it is the 
knowledge that the view of history 
which gives rise to it is untenable.” 

The response by Walter Benjamin, at 
least, is to move away from a historical 
analysis of the myth of “progress” to a 
historical materialist analysis of class 
struggle. The task is “to blast open 
the continuum of history” — it is, as 
Marx and Engels argued, the point 
when the very conditions of social 
life must, by necessity, burst asunder 
(Benjamin, “Theses on the Philosophy of History”). 

“This must be it, this must be the solution,” I 
ecstatically screamed. Perhaps the solution isn’t 
“progress” — perhaps it is taking up the mantle of 
liberation, compelling an end to history — not because 
it is inevitable, but because, by god, we won’t stop until 
it is won. 

But then we were reminded by our comrades, 
“The class struggle is more important than your racial 
divisiveness.” We looked in incredulity, not so much at 
the monotonous and even hesitant tone, but because 
we Black men recall regurgitating the very same thing 
to Women, to our LGBTQ family — to our children. If 
I as a Black man demand the right to declare a class 
war against the ruling classes — then does not Valerie 
Solanas get offered the very same treatment? 

I took a step back and looked at the wisdom behind 
the comments of the typical old guard socialist. In a 
world of multiple overlapping power structures, shall 
there be no one left when all class struggle is resolved? 

I am not talking just about Freeman and Slave, 
Patrician and Plebeian, but White Man and Black Man, 
Black Man and Black Woman, White Man and Trans 
Woman, etc. I am talking about the multiple, coexisting 
social relations of domination — class struggle co- 
constituted by, but appearing outside of, the realm of 
political economy. 


We were back to square one; it is funny how just 
asking these questions reignited my existential crisis 
at a time when I was sure that I could almost smell 
the diminishing scent of its ember. Convinced that I 
had almost grasped the right answers, I was suddenly 
enamored, yet burdened with the quest of finding 
the negation of the revolutionary negation, I was 
preoccupied with daring to imagine another world. I 
said to myself, “There is perhaps no progress, but there 
is class struggle. Maybe I am not equipped with the 
tools to blast open the continuum of history, as cruel 
a joke as it is — but the oppressed 
must pave the way forward.” 

Where then do we go from here? 

What of the question of the poor 
Blacks, who more often than not 
find themselves at the noose? Who 
is their exploiter, White America or 
the Black capitalist? I was wrong; 

I didn’t have all of the answers, 
especially to questions pertaining 
to blackness and poverty; I still 
don’t, but I am convinced of one 
thing — all intellectuals who claim 
to have all of the answers are, at 
least in my mind, suspect. 

Fanon too was faced with the 
crisis of trying to conceptualize 
blackness and poverty: 

“It would never occur to me 
to ask these Negroes to change their conception 
of history. I am convinced, however, that without 
even knowing it they share my views, accustomed 
as they are to speaking and thinking in terms 
of the present. The few working-class people 
whom I had the chance to know in Paris never 
took it on themselves to pose the problem of the 
discovery of a Negro past. They knew they were 
black, but, they told me, that made no difference 
in anything. In which they were absolutely right” 
(Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks). 

Quite simply, the working-class Black Man and 
Woman asks: What should I — the Black Man, or 
Woman, in this capitalistic power structure — have the 
right to demand in this brutal world I was thrown into? 
“I have one right alone, to demand human behavior 
from the other.” 

The working-class Black demands human 
behavior. This is the Black man or woman who is not 
concerned with burrowing through historical African 
texts to define him or herself — the one who revolts not 
for reparations, nor to reclaim his or her stolen past, 
the fighter who is concerned with one thing alone: 
to survive. Survival is to this Black man or woman 
essential, this Black man or woman is confronted by 
both super-exploitation and a white power structure — 
this Black man or woman was born free, but is no 
longer human. 

It is through the violence 
of the economy, through 
the oppressive, racist 
configurations of the forces of 
production from which one is 
deprived of humanity, deprived 
of the very right to dignity and 
life. 

Now imagine, if you will, 
if you found this Black man 
selling illegal cigarettes in a 
corner of Staten Island. New 
York City’s cigarette tax is 
5.85%, and by necessity a black 
market — in the double sense of 
the word — is created. Now imagine there were tens of 
millions of people engaging in this market, the thrown 
away, the abandoned, and the pauperized classes. This 
Black man, living in a country that has abandoned the 
idea that health is a right, was forced to quit his job 
due to asthma. Imagine that the customary standard of 
living required for him to live isn’t offered by the wage 
market. 

He has been made redundant, he has joined 
“a relatively redundant working population, i.e., a 
population which is superfluous to capital’s average 
requirements for its own valorization, and is therefore 
a surplus population” (Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. 1). 
He looks around, and sees his brothers and sisters — 
who centuries earlier were forced out of Africa to 
build his economy — also made redundant, their lives 
devalued, their very existence terrorized through legal 
discrimination, police violence and underfunded schools. 

Nevertheless, he persists — he survives even though 
he cannot demand human behavior from his society. He 
is confronted daily, the pigs terrorize him — they try 
every day, every time they see him, they want to mess 
with him. One day, he decides to stand up, he decides 
that “It stops today.” 

It is on that day that he embodies the struggle 
for all of us to survive, the surplus population, the 
expendables; he embodies those of us who will someday 


meet his fate. 1 He decides that he’s done with just 
surviving, he is demanding human behavior. Naturally, 
the response from the police — the gatekeepers of 
estrangement — is to gang up on him, they essentially 
rape him without penetration, they find an erotic thrill, 
a power trip, from forcing his head to the pavement. 
He screams, “I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe.” We all 
can’t breathe, none of us — the wretched of the earth, 
the lumpenproletariat, the incarcerated — and one day 
we won’t breathe, and many of us won’t be remembered. 

The surplus population, those deemed unproductive 
by the white power structure, 
they cannot breathe. The family 
member of a murdered innocent 
teen, the next potential victim of a 
drone strike, she cannot breathe. 
The next person to be incarcerated 
for simple credit card fraud, he 
cannot breathe. The Transgender 
homeless woman, who is 
prevented from living, eating, 
sleeping and masturbating — the 
perks of private property — can no 
longer breathe. 

“It is not because the 
Indo-Chinese has discovered 
a culture of his own that he is 
in revolt. It is because ‘quite 
simply’ it was, in more than 
one way, becoming impossible 
for him to breathe” (Fanon, Black Skin, White 
Masks). 

After this pondering, this has become my 
conclusion — as I reflect on Marxism, the only salvation I 
can find in the work of Marx must necessarily be through 
reading his work through the lens of his humanism. I 
do this, because I cannot rely on deterministic readings 
of the Communist Manifesto (which I contend is not a 
deterministic text), nor can I rely on any Communist 
Party for my liberation. 

Throughout my readings of Marx, I have tried to 
tease out this dimension of his work — I painstakingly 
read each word I could find that would point me to this 
direction — not knowing that it was existent all along. I 
turned to the philosophical and economic manuscripts, 
which became a guide for me — “labor, capital, landed 
property, exchange and competition” (Marx, Economic 
and Philosophic Manuscripts) — it was illuminated to 
me that the very investigations within the study of 
Capital Vol. 1 (with methodological changes adopted 
in The German Ideology) depended entirely on the 
“connection between the entire system of estrangement 
[ Entfremdung \ and the money system” (Economic and 
Philosophic Manuscripts). 

It became clear that, despite cosmetic changes, the 
epistemological basis for his schematic continued to pit 
estrangement against the money system, just as the 
epistemological basis for Frantz Fanon’s investigations 
of settler violence was to pit estrangement against 
colonialism. In other words, Marx, unlike the political 
economists that preceded him, looked not to take 
universals a priori, but instead sought to deconstruct 
and ultimately challenge them in search of a more 
universal truth, the truly liberated human being. Every 
aspect of historical materialism should be henceforth 
subjected to its relationship with estrangement. This is 
a truly liberated reading of Capital ! 

A clarification is in order: I am not advocating 
an abandonment of the schematics of Marx, nor an 
abandonment of his scientific method. I, like others 
before me, am merely calling for a rereading. 2 

Recall that in the Communist Manifesto, Marx 
argues that “The theory of the communists can be 
summarized in one sentence. The abolition of private 
property,” whereas in the philosophical and economic 
manuscripts, he argues that “Private property thus 
derives from an analysis of the concept of alienated 
labor, i.e., alienated man, estranged labor, 
estranged life, estranged man.” 

Estrangement in capitalism stems from 
appropriated labor, the denial of human autonomy; 
estrangement in racism stems from the denial of 
human autonomy by dehumanization. I as a Black man 
struggle, not because of the preordained dialectical 
material future that exists in the minds of the USSR 
ghost; just as my ancestors did, I struggle because I can 
no longer breathe. 


1. For more information on the notion of Black expendability 
being linked to the reserve army of labor, see Salar 
Mohandesi’s article “Who Killed Eric Garner?” in Jacobin 
magazine, 17 Dec. 2014. 

2. In response to writers like Althusser who insist that there 
is a split between “Young Marx” and an “Older Marx,” Raya 
Dunayevskaya writes: “Humanism gives Marx’s magnum 
opus its force and direction. Yet most Western scholars 
of Marxism are content either to leave the relationship 
between the now famous Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts 
of 1844 and Capital implicit, or to make the continuity 
explicit only insofar as the ethical foundations of Marxism 
are concerned” (Dunayevskaya, Raya, “Marx’s Humanism 
Today,” 1965). 
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FROM FERGUSON TO STATEN ISLAND 


I was filled with grief after hearing 
that the cop who murdered Eric Garner 
was not indicted. I knew what the deci- 
sion was before it was announced. Every 
28 hours a Black person dies from po- 
lice violence. It’s not the job of law en- 
forcement to be executioners. Man’s law 
is flawed because it looks at skin color 
as being the first indication of whether 
a person is considered criminal. The 
scales of justice have been off balance 
for a long time, and the current model 
is unsustainable. Which side are you on? 

MarQuita 
Memphis, Tenn. 

I liked the Dec. 5 N&L statement, 
“From Ferguson to Staten Island: The 
logic of racism is genocide,” very much. 
I would like to know more thoughts on 
increasing dialogue... to what end? With 
whom? Reader 

Springfield, III. 

The N&L statement captures the 
totality of opposition to today’s racist 
police state in the context of the pres- 
ent capitalist crisis. Demonstrations 
have continued practically daily here 
in Oakland. Part of the “political and 
philosophic dialogue” needed, in the 
Bay Area, is over the tension between 
some white anarchists, who substitute 
their opposition to police authority for 
the movement. For example, a Marxist- 
Humanist, at the demonstration that 
blocked freeways the night the Fergu- 
son non-indictment was announced, 
expressed her view that in light of the 
depth of racism towards people like 
herself, police authority is totally ille- 
gitimate. Yet she questioned why more 
Blacks weren’t participating even as she 
sensed that anarchists, who immediate- 
ly tested police authority with fires and 
looting, were tacking their own agenda 
onto this moment. Ron Kelch 

Oakland 

Not only is the logic of racism geno- 
cide, racism is genocide. It was an act of 
genocide when millions of Africans were 
brought to the Americas as slaves to toil 
for their new masters. It was genocide 
when white European settlers extermi- 
nated Native Americans. It’s genocide 
today when the levels of incarceration 
and of permanent unemployment are 
higher in Black and Latino communities 
than in any others. What is great is that 
people are fighting back. While young 
Blacks are taking the lead, at least here 
in New York City, thousands of young 
white people are joining the protests. As 


the N&L statement says, a new genera- 
tion of revolutionaries has stormed the 
stage of world history. Activist 

New York 

There is a “two-way road” between 
protests in the U.S. against racist 
crimes and protests in Mexico against 
the forced disappearance of the 43 nor- 
malistas in Ayotzinapa. Demonstrators 
have showed 
solidarity with 
the other; both 
feel that the 
crimes have 
been com- 
mitted by the 
same entity: 
the State — 
Mexican or American. Behind the State 
is always capital. The dialectic of the 
movement has within it the possibility 
of acknowledging that truth: in the U.S., 
it is especially Black and Latino youth 
who have risen as the main revolution- 
ary subjects; in Mexico, it is students 
and youth who “have taken the lead.” 
Although all society is oppressed by cap- 
italism, it is youth who suffer its more 
devastating effects. Black and Latino in 
the U.S. and students in Mexico have 
within themselves the possibility of an 
economic struggle against capital. We 
haven’t arrived at that moment, but it 
is of no less importance: youth and so- 
ciety in general have acknowledged the 
State as the main enemy. Once the State 
is defeated, we will find behind it the 
next enemy: capital. Then, a crucial step 
towards the reconstruction of society 
would have been made. Compa 

Mexico 

National attention to the movie 
Selma is rooted in the millions of Ameri- 
cans outraged by the police murders of 
unarmed Black men. Instead of worry- 
ing about if the movie was “fair” to Pres- 
ident Johnson, look at Charles Denby’s 
Indignant Heart. Denby, the Black au- 
toworker editor of N&L from 1955 until 
his death in 1983, wrote: “...the march- 
ers... changed the entire history of the 
county and raised the level of conscious- 
ness of the Blacks like nothing that had 
ever happened before.... I believe that 
Selma would have been the place where 
the revolution could have started. And 
I believe Johnson knew that, and that’s 
why he federalized the Alabama state 
troopers and sent in thousands more to 
protect the Selma marchers.” 

Remembering history 
Detroit 




REVOLUTIONARY ROJAVA 

“Revolutionary Rojava” (Nov.-Dee. 
2014 N&L) was excellent, letting us 
know what is happening in that “dis- 
tant” part of the world. It gives us hope 
to know that “for years now Rojava has 
been making perhaps the most advanced 
revolution we will see anywhere in our 
lifetimes practically alone.” I translated 
this article into Spanish for Praxis en 
America Latina, the Mexican Marxist- 
Humanist journal, to let Spanish read- 
ers know about Rojava. Hector 

Mexico 

*** 

I recommend two libcom.org pages 
that might interest those into the Ro- 
java revolution: ‘“I have seen the future 
and it works.’ — Critical questions for 
supporters of the Rojava revolution” 
https://libcom.org/library/%E2%80%98i- 
have-seen-future-it-works%E2%80%99- 
%E2%80%93-critical-questions-sup- 
porters-rojava-revolution and ‘“Rojava 
revolution’ reading guide” https://lib- 
com.org/library/rojava-revolution-read- 
ing-guide. a war 

Cyberspace 


YOUTH PROTEST 

Nigerian scholar Akin Iwilade ob- 
served that African youth-led protests 
against austerity bypass the estab- 
lished opposition such as labor unions. 
The global economic crisis destabilizes 
established politics, enabling “a global 
youth culture of protest” and criticism of 
neoliberalism. African youth are moti- 
vated by the economic crisis to construct 
“hybrid identities” using social media 
to address local issues. Urban lower- 
middle class youth are the new activists 
because of their access to cell phones 
and the internet, as in recent protests in 
Uganda, Nigeria, Senegal, Kenya, Mo- 
zambique, Tunisia and Egypt. He says 
they are “acutely aware of global dis- 
courses of development and democracy 
and at the same time in touch with the 
local dimensions of exclusion and disem- 
powerment.” Michael Gilbert 

New York 

Child poverty is appalling around 
the world, but truly appalling in the U.S. 
You figure that they spend $66 billion 
keeping people in prison, yet a fraction of 
that on childhood poverty issues. Nearly 
46 million people live below the poverty 
line, with nearly 16 million of those peo- 
ple being children. Half of all kids with a 
single mom live in poverty. We have one 
of the highest child poverty rates in the 
world and, I believe, the highest when it 
comes to industrialized nations. Yet the 
only thing we tend to spend money on is 
the military (approximately $677 billion 
a year) and prisons (approximately $66 
billion a year). 

Robert Taliaferro 
Black River Falls, Wise. 

All children deserve to live in safety 
and to be well cared for. This is why I 
am glad that there was another protest 
against the badly run Alden Village 
North. Alden is a deadly place for chil- 
dren. It needs to be shut down. I hope 
that the Illinois Department of Public 
Health will soon, finally, close it down. I 
hope to attend more protests against it. 
Closing Alden Village North would be a 
step towards all children being treated 
with dignity and respect. 

For children’s rights 
Chicago 


VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

Thanks to continued effort by 
Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy, 
the Detroit Crime Commission and the 


Michigan Women’s Foundation launched 
a fund-raising initiative to pay for test- 
ing rape kits, 11,000 of which were dis- 
covered five years ago in a Detroit Police 
Department warehouse, some of them 
over 30 years old. Despite this good 
news, I remembered an old anti-Viet- 
nam war poster: “It will be a great day 
when the schools get all the money they 
need and the air force has to hold a bake 
sale to buy a bomber.” Will overwhelmed 
prosecutors now have to become experts 
in fundraising? Fundamental priorities 
in our society still need re-thinking. 

Another grandmother for peace 
Michigan 


DETROIT SOLIDARITY 

Community organizations are gear- 
ing up to assist 37,000 Detroit residents 
whose homes are up 
for the 2015 Wayne 
County Tax Auc- 
tion. Many renters 
and owners have no 
idea that their hous- 
es can be sold out 
from under them. 
In a one-square mile 
neighborhood con- 
sidered to be viable, 32% of the homes 
are foreclosed, with 11% occupied hous- 
es. Organizations are using electronical- 
ly available data, mapped by the city last 
year with major support from real estate 
developers, to reach their neighbors to 
fight these foreclosures, recognized by 
many residents as a way of getting rid of 
impoverished and minority Detroiters. 

Community activist 
Detroit 

I pledge $50 a month to News and 
Letters Committees. So far, my pension 
has not been reduced. 

Retiree 

Detroit 


PARIS MARCH 

What gives me pause is seeing, at 
the lead of that Paris March, state of- 
ficials and war criminals like Netan- 
yahu — who has not answered for his 
state-sponsored terrorisms — and other 
leaders who rhetorically declare, “Je suis 
Charlie,” who may have their own state- 
sponsored censorships as well as ethnic 
cleansings and terrorisms at home and 
elsewhere, from Rwanda’s genocide to 
the Armenian genocide. 

Htun Lin 
Bay Area 

Some claimed that the more than 
a million people who marched in Paris 
on Jan. 11 were “following” reactionary 
leaders like Netanyahu. But they over- 
looked the fact that the government 
leaders were not leading the march 
but conducting a photo op on an empty 
street shut off to the public by security 
forces. They do not represent the true 
humanity of masses of people who really 
do want to transform the world. 

Observer 

Chicago 


RECALLING MARY JO 

In commemoration of what would 
have been the 70th birthday of Mary 
Joan Schmidt (Mary Jo Grey): Mary 
Joan devoted her life to the proletar- 
ian movement. When the roll call of the 
revolution is announced, her name will 
be on the honor list. I am glad that I was 
able to meet her. Though she is no lon- 
ger with us, her spirit lives on in News 
and Letters. Ex-postal worker 

Michigan 




ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: THIS MOVEMENT IS ABOUT HUMANITY 


I’m still trying to process #enough- 
isenough. On Dec. 4 we marched all 
over town and all traffic we passed was 
stopped. People would either lean out 
and honk and wave and shake hands, 
or grimace angrily in their cars. One 
man reached out to high-five me, and 
once our hands touched, he grabbed 
my hand and stared at me. We locked 
eyes for about four seconds, and then 
we both burst into tears. I squeezed his 
hand one last time and kept moving. 

In this photo, we were somehow 
all the way on the Rutherford Street 
Bridge in Charlestown, 

Boston, when we passed 
this bus that was stopped. 

The interior lights were 
still on, so we could see 
everyone inside. The 
driver was honking and 
showing support, and 
most passengers were 
curious. This man stood 
in his seat and looked 
out the window like this, 
occasionally nodding 
his head, just staring so 
intensely. One woman 
walked up, put her hands 
against the glass, and 
held them there while 
they stared at each other. 

After that, everyone 
passing by pressed their 
hand or hands against 


his. There were so many moments like 
this that we are all surely process- 
ing over and over again. There was 
so much humanity that night. That is 
what this movement is about: human- 
ity. Even from the periphery where I 
need to be as a white person, I feel and 
give so much life and love every time I 
hit the streets for this movement. The 
love permeates the determination and 
the fire and the will to succeed. And 
that, dear friends, is why we are going 
to win. Robin J 

Boston 
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DUNAYEVSKAYA’S LETTERS ON HEGEL’S ABSOLUTES 


Dunayevskaya’s May 12, 1953, Let- 
ter ( N&L , Nov.-Dee. 2014, p. 4) shows 
another way of understanding Hegel’s 
chapter on Absolute Idea. 
Dunayevskaya states that 
“the dialectic of the Abso- 
lute Idea is the dialectic of 
the party,” and then focus- 
es on the paragraph of the 
Absolute Idea chapter that 
talks about the self-libera- 
tion (and not just the tran- 
sition) of the Idea — which 
releases itself into Na- 
ture, and then into Spirit, 
in Hegel’s Philosophy of 
Mind. Dunayevskaya interprets this as 
the liberation of the masses in the mid 
20th Century from “one-party totalitari- 
anism.” For her, “Mind is the new society 
gestating in the old.” But, in the Abso- 
lute Idea chapter, Hegel just intimates 
this liberation, and does not develop it 
concretely. Dunayevskaya sees a relation 
with Capital’s chapter about accumula- 
tion of capital in which Marx intimates, 
but does not develop concretely, the 
liberation of the masses from the “one 
single capitalist corporation.” Neither 
Hegel, Marx or Lenin, could develop this 
liberation, for History was not mature 
enough — but it was in Dunayevskaya’s 
time. That’s why she recreated dialec- 
tics with the new social subjects from 
below in the epoch of state-capitalist 
regimes and the colonialist “crusades” 
in the Third World. That’s what we 
should do for our time — in this epoch of 
constantly renewed processes of primi- 
tive accumulation of capital (neoliberal- 
ism) and the appearance of Indigenous, 
Youth and Women rebellion worldwide. 
This is what we should do in Mexico, 
with the new moment of revolt after the 
state-instigated disappearance of the 
43 students from Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, 
the constant murders of women and, the 
state violence. Hector 

Mexico City 



In the last two issues of N&L, read- 
ers had the opportunity to grapple with 
Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1953 Letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes. People willing to 


thought-dive will encounter a full com- 
prehension of the philosophy of Marx- 
ist-Humanism via the pages of N&L as 
the ground in which this 
generation of revolutionar- 
ies can straddle the philo- 
sophical void, and then set 
humanity on a path that 
hasn’t been trodden, totally 
in recognition of the multi- 
dimensional nature inher- 
ent in the process. If hu- 
manity is ever to transcend 
the incubus of capitalistic 
social relations, then it has 
to be with the full embrace 
of Marx’s conception of the permanence 
of revolution. Faruq 

Represa, Calif. 


BHOPAL TOXIC DISASTER 

On Dec. 3, 1984, 40 tons of methyl 
isocyanate gas leaked from a pesticide 
plant owned by Union Carbide in Bho- 
pal, India, poisoning thousands of resi- 
dents. In 1989, Union Carbide settled 
out of court with the Indian government 
for the paltry sum of $470 million, not 
enough to cover more than a hand- 
ful of hospital visits per survivor. On 
the 30th anniversary of this deadliest 
industrial catastrophe in history, the 
International Campaign for Justice in 
Bhopal, India, demands that the disas- 
ter site be cleaned up, survivors receive 
just compensation, and the company be 
held accountable. Tons of waste remain 
on site, residents have had no choice but 
to drink poisoned water, thousands con- 
tinue to suffer from chronic conditions 
without adequate healthcare, and birth 
defects continue to appear in newborns 
of survivors. Dow Chemical in the U.S. 
and India, along with its wholly owned 
subsidiary Union Carbide, has eluded 
justice and denies responsibility. The 
U.S. government blocked attempts to 
hold Dow Chemical accountable on U.S. 
soil, and the Indian government has 
been complicit in the disaster from the 
beginning. We welcome the Indian gov- 
ernment’s decision to reopen the 1999 


settlement and renew our commitment 
for justice. For more information about 
the Bhopal disaster and actions in your 
area, visit www.bhopal.net. 

International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Greetings to you all in solidarity! I 
just wanted to check in with you all and 
also thanks for printing my letter on the 
struggle for the sheet exchange issue. I 
just put together a Zine, Prisoners Air 
Mail, and I used a photo out of your pa- 
per, a Spanish girl holding a sign. I hope 
you don’t mind? Also, when I wrote the 
thank-yous in the Zine I made a com- 
ment, “Anyone I didn’t mention will just 
have to sue me!” I take that back because 
I meant to thank N&L and forgot! 

R.D. Hontiveros 
Represa, Calif. 

*** 

Thank you very much for sending 
me N&L. As a Marxist-Humanist com- 
munist Gay person, I am deeply involved 
in your overall political philosophy. The 
aspects of the liberation of conscious- 
ness and the application of justice for 
all people have a very positive resonance 
with me. 


I like 
N&L because 
it sheds light 
on matters 
the main- 
stream me- 
dia ignores. 

While the me- 
dia focus on 
whether Mike Brown stole some cigars 
from a convenience store to basically ig- 
nore the brutal nature in which he was 
murdered, N&L focuses on the racist pig 
that killed him in cold blood. The media 
focuses on Eric Garner’s physical health 
deficiencies to excuse the racist pig that 
put him in an illegal chokehold. N&L fo- 
cuses on the NYPD’s reckless disregard 
for Black Life in Amerika. N&L is my 
“distraction” from the prison industrial 
complex. Prisoner 

Portage, Wise. 


Prisoner 
Brunswick, N.C. 



I came across a few pages of your 
paper, and I am hooked. I am interested 
in receiving more information, old pam- 
phlets, old newspapers and updated 
news so that I can better educate myself 
about your movements. I am a 33-year- 
old Hispanic, incarcerated in various 
California State prisons in the SHU (se- 
curity housing unit) since 2002. I will 
soon be paroled to society straight out of 
the SHU. I might want to contribute or 
help. Prisoner 

Tehachapi, Calif. 

I would like to thank you for the 
work that you do to keep us on the inside 
informed about what’s truly going on in 
the world. The news media only tells you 
what they are paid to tell you. I have a 
life sentence and have been in prison 31 
years. I’m somewhat alone in this world, 
but it’s a true blessing to have N&L to 
help me grow and to keep my brain from 
going dead. I want to keep the young 
people coming into this place informed 
with the truth in hopes that they will 
wake up and stop supporting the prison 
system. Prisoner 

Mt. Sterling, III. 

I’m a state prisoner who would like 
to receive a donated subscription of your 
paper if you have the available donors. 
I’m a genuine Marxist devoted to serv- 
ing the people. I appreciate your time 
and assistance. Together we can make a 
difference in our world. Prisoner 

LaBelle, Penn. 

As long as I’ve been subscribing to 
N&L I’ve sent in a $10 check, $5 for the 
sub, which I think is too little, and $5 as 
a donation for the paper. So I’m sending 
you a check again for an annual renewal 
of my subscription for 2015 for $10, $5 
for my own sub and the other $5 for a do- 
nation for a sub for a prisoner. For work- 
er self-management of the economy and 
opposed to bureaucracy in all forms. 

Subscriber 
Berkeley, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you do- 
nate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to N&L? h 
will be shared with many others. 
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□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre 

and from Marx to Mao $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s 
Philosophy of Revolution 1991 edition. 

Foreword by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu- 
tion: Reaching for the Future $24.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the 

Dialectic in Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ Crossroads of History: Marxist-Humanist Writings 

on the Middle East $10.00 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism 

$10.00 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: 
Two Historic-Philosophic Writings 

$3.00 paperback, $10.00 hardcover 

□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as 

Vanguard 40th anniversary edition $10.00 

□ Marx’s Capital and Today’s Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $8.00 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear 

World since World War II $8.00 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and 

the Afro-Asian Revolutions $5.00 

□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: 

A Half Century of Its World Development 

Full description of 1 7,000-page microfilm collection $5.00 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection — 
Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its World 
Development A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels 
available from Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 

$165.00 


Dunayevskaya en Espahol 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10.00 

□ Filosoffa y revolucion $10.00 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la 

filosoffa marxista de revolucion $10.00 

□ Una trilogia de revolucion todo en un solo libro: 

Marxismo y libertad; Filosoffa y revolucion; y 
Rosa Luxemburgo la liberacion femenina y la 
filosoffa marxista de la revolucion $25.00 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la 
revolucion: Tratando de alcanzar el futuro $10.00 

□ El poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la 

dialectica en Hegel y Marx $10.00 

□ Contradicciones historicas en la civilizacion de 

Estados Unidos: Las masas afroamericanas como 
vanguardia $8.00 

by Charles Denby 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal 
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Revolt surges against racist system 
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Syne ad Nichols, New York: “People want to see 
change and artists do as well. We want to see that 
difference because we have a hope for this world. There 
is this utopia of things that we are striving for. Who 
knows if it can be had, but I think we can get there. It’s 
not an unattainable thing.” 

Brianna Richardson, Ferguson: “What you see 
on the ground and what you see on the news is two 
completely different pictures. You’d think this is all 
about men, giving all these speeches, having all these 
ideas. When you’re there, you see women have a more 
prominent role. When it comes to being a Black woman, 
you deal with the oppression of both race and gender. You 
can’t turn one off. Black lives matter, Trans lives matter, 
women’s lives matter. I’m standing for all of Black lives.” 

Ethan, We Charge Genocide, Chicago: “The 
American flag is stitched with the blood and agony of 
the denial of people of color’s humanity. The state is 
responsible for torturing and displacing Indigenous 
people with violent physical, spiritual and sexual 
assaults, along with 
poisoning all of our 
ecosystems. Rape is the 
second highest crime 
committed by police, at 
least 500 people tasered 
to death in the U.S., over 
12,000 human lives lost to 
police genocide.” 

RIGHT-WING RACISM, 

ANTI-SEMITISM 

The rulers know 
exactly what they are 
fighting. The right-wing 
propagandist who wrote a 
recent article in the cult- 
owned Washington Times 
opined that billionaire 
George Soros was the 

real force behind the protests, and that his purpose 
was “to widen the scope of the incident to focus on 
interrelated causes — not just the overpolicing and racial 
discrimination narratives that were highlighted by the 
newspapers in August.” (“George Soros funds Ferguson 
protests, hopes to spur civil action,” Washington Times, 
Jan. 14, 2015.) 

This resort to anti-Semitic conspiracy theorizing 
should surprise no one. Since 2008 the racist Right has 
engaged in a non-stop effort to crush whatever ideas 
of freedom and self-determination allowed President 
Obama to enter the White House — ideas, ironically, 
that he has largely repudiated or ignored himself. It 
has brought big corporate money together with formerly 
fringe elements, from the Ku Klux Klan to the John 
Birch Society, neo-Confederates and white nationalists, 
in the Tea Party and other falsely claimed “grassroots” 
organizations. 

These attacks are directed against the drive toward 
revolutionary democracy that is inherent to Black 
freedom struggles. A significant part of the ruling class 
has signed off on this fascist project. It is the way the 
issue of class is always played out in American society — 
inseparable from the realities of racism. 

THE MILITARIZATION OF SOCIETY 

Class is also inseparable from the question of 
imperialism. The U.S.’s imperialist wars have fed the 
militarization of domestic policing that has been so 
much a part of the State’s response to the protests in 
Ferguson. As Amnesty International observed, the 
rights to peaceful assembly, freedom of association, 
and freedom of expression were seriously imperiled. A 
Marxist-Humanist activist on the scene said, “It may 
not be a revolution yet, but this sure feels like a war.” 

Black and poor communities have long 
understood the role of the police as an occupying 
army. Ferguson is a perfect example: a community 
that has long been exploited and plundered, as 
St. Louis County squeezed the people with traffic 
fines and petty arrests, to the profit of the white 
power structure. When protests over Michael 
Brown’s murder began, they were immediately 
met with total disrespect, with riot police in 
military gear, tear gas and rubber bullets, sonic 
cannons, and continual escalation. 

New York police union leader Patrick J. Lynch 
exemplifies this war spirit. After the recent protests he 
ghoulishly exploited the deaths of two police officers to 
say, “The Mayor’s hands are literally dripping with our 
blood because of his words, actions and policies and we 
have, for the first time in a number of years, become a 
‘wartime’ police department. We will act accordingly.” 
Mayor de Blasio’s bloody offense, in Lynch’s eyes, was to 
admit that he had warned his biracial Black/white son 
about how to act in encounters with police. This conflict 
reflects real divisions within the ruling class. 

Like its complement, Russian ruler Vladimir 
Putin’s “Eurasianism,” this militaristic “white 
nationalism” wielding state power carries the seed of 
future imperialist wars within itself. 



Participants at the Justice for All March on Dec. 1 3 in Washington, DC. 


We have now suffered a full four decades of 
cancerous growth of the prison industrial complex, 
U.S. capitalism’s racist response to its structural crisis, 
which has targeted mainly Blacks — including Black 
women — Latinos, and the poor. The warehousing of 
millions, their disenfranchisement as citizens, and the 
denial of their humanity have created a social order 
in which Black youth are made to live continuously 
suspended over an abyss of non-existence. 

BLACK YOUTH EMBODY MARX’S HUMANISM 
The discovery of gold and silver in America, the 
extirpation, enslavement and entombment in 
mines of the aboriginal population... the turning 
of Africa into a warren for the hunting of Black 
skins, signalized the rosy dawn of the era of 
capitalist production. — Karl Marx 

Today’s youth have fully absorbed the reality 
of this racist prison system and been schooled by 
generations of resistance to it. They see its roots deep 
in the development of U.S. and world capitalism, in the 
genocidal conquest of the Americas and the enslavement 

of Africans. They are very 
close in this regard to 
Marx’s development of the 
absolute contradictions of 
capitalism, close enough 
to give every promise of 
the further development 
of revolutionary theory 
and practice. 

This is no mere 
academic question. While 
the development of so- 
called “identity politics,” 
hatedby reactionaries, has 
yielded many important 
insights, and helped 
to unmask structural 
racism, it is by no means 
on the same level as the 
concrete struggles of California Pelican Bay prisoners 
who have in practice forged necessary alliances between 
Blacks, Latinos and whites. As one of them wrote, “At 
the heart of social movements is the fundamental quest 
to unify subjectivity and objectivity — in other words, for 
an individual’s thinking/feelings to be reflected in their 
given reality. With such a full expression of humanism 
society can be reconstructed on human foundations.” 
(Faruq, Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: “We want to be 
validated as human.”) 

While blank-eyed sociopaths like Wilson, 
Pantaleo and George Zimmerman are the 
template for the white supremacist mind, the 
absolute opposite can be found in the rich, 
revolutionary humanism developed through 
four centuries of freedom struggles, from Nat 
Turner, Sojourner Truth and John Brown to 
Martin Luther King, Ella Baker, Malcolm X and 
the National Welfare Rights Organization to the 
Pelican Bay hunger strikers. 

This humanism in the spirit of Marx, Frantz 
Fanon and Marxist-Humanism is both entry point and 
touchstone for the development of revolutionary ideas 
today. This new movement builds on the spirit of the 
Arab Spring and the Occupy Wall Street movement it 
inspired. It parallels the humanism expressed by the 
Arab Spring revolutions, most significantly in Syria, as 
elaborated in the pages of N&L. The movements from 
practice have pushed theory to a higher level that can 
develop into a full philosophy of freedom. Who will now 
take responsibility for developing and articulating this? 
Marxism in its true form remains what it always has 
been, a collective creation of humanity that must be 
recreated anew in each generation. 

News & Letters recognizes this historic moment, 
and we encourage the fullest political and philosophic 
dialogue within the movement. As Raya Dunayevskaya 
wrote in American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses 
as Vanguard (1963, 1983), the absolute challenge 
to our age is the concretization of Marx’s concept of 
“revolution in permanence.” The Black dimension is 
crucial to the total uprooting of existing, exploitative, 
racist, sexist society and the creation of new, truly 
human foundations. 
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What solitary means 

Crescent City, Calif. — Nothing can prepare you for en- 
tering the Security Housing Unit (SHU). It’s a world 
unto itself where cold, quiet and emptiness come togeth- 
er, seeping into your bones, then eventually the mind. 

The first week I told myself: It isn’t that bad, I 
could do this. The second week, I stood outside in the 
middle of the prison yard in my underwear, shivering 
as I was pelted with hail and rain. By the third week, I 
found myself squatting in the corner filing fingernails 
down over coarse concrete walls, my sense of human 
decency dissipating with each day. At the end of the 
first year, my feet and hands began to split open from 
the cold. I bled over my clothes, my food, between my 
sheets. Band-Aids were not allowed, and even confis- 
cated when found. 

My sense of normalcy began to wane after just 
three years of confinement. Now I was asking my- 
self, can I do this? Not sure about anything anymore. 
Though I didn’t realize it at the time — looking back 
now — the unraveling must have begun then. My psyche 
had changed. I would never be the same. The ability to 
hold a single good thought left me, as easily as if it were 
a simple shift of wind sifting over tired, battered bones. 

A GOOD DAY IN THE SHU 

There’s a definite split in personality when good 
turns to evil. The darkness that looms above is thick, 
heavy and suffocating. A snap so sharp, the echo is 
deafening. A sound so loud you expect to find blood 
leaking from your ears at the bleakest moment. The 
waking is the most traumatic. From the moment your 
bare feet graze the rugged stone floor, your face begins 
to sag, knuckles tighten, flashing pale in the pitch of 
early morning. 

The slightest slip in a quiet dawn can set a SHU 
personality into a tailspin: if the sink water is not warm 
enough, the toilet flushes too loud, the drop of a soap 
dish, a cup. ..in an instant you bare teeth, shake with 
rage. Your heart hammers against ribs, lodges in your 
throat. You are capable of killing anything at this mo- 
ment. Flash attack: a beating, any violent outburst that 
will release rage. This would be the time it’s best to 
hold rigid. Take a deep breath. Try to convince yourself 
there’s an ounce of good left in you. This is not a portrait 
you wish anyone to see. And then a gull screeches — 
passing outside — another tailspin begins and you’re 
checking your ears for blood. 

And this is a good day. — C.F. Villa 
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free from stereotyped forms.” 6 And so I repeat Mind 
itself, the new society, is “the mediating agent in the 
process.” 7 

This is where Hegel arrives at Absolute Mind, 
the third syllogism: “The third syllogism is the Idea 
of philosophy, which has self-knowing reason, the 
absolutely-universal, for its middle term: a middle, 
which divides itself into Mind and Nature, making 
the former its presupposition, as process of the Idea’s 
subjective activity, and the latter its universal extreme, 
as process of the objectively and implicitly existing 
Idea” [Mind, 1577]. 

No wonder I was so struck, when working out the 
layers of the party, with the Syllogism which disclosed 
that either the Universal or the Particular or the 
Individual could be the middle term. Note carefully 
that the “middle which divides itself’ is nothing 
less than the absolute universal itself and that, in 
dividing itself into Mind and Nature, it makes Mind 
the presupposition “as process of the Idea’s subjective 
activity” and Nature “as process of the objectively and 
implicitly existing Idea.” 

Here, much as I try not once again to jolt you by 
sounding as if I were exhorting, I’m too excited not to 
rejoice at what this means for us. But I’ll stick close 
to Hegel and not go off for visits with Lenin and 
Marx. Hegel says that the two appearances of the 
Idea (Socialism in the form of the Commune and the 
Soviets) characterize both [as] its manifestation and in 
it precisely is “A unification of the two aspects”: 

“The self-judging of the Idea into its two 
appearances [f575, 576] characterizes both as its (the 
self-knowing reason’s) manifestations: and in it there 
is a unification of the two aspects: — it is the nature of 
the fact, the notion, which causes the movement and 
development, yet this same movement is equally the 
action of cognition. The eternal Idea, in full fruition of 
its essence, eternally sets itself to work, engenders and 
enjoys itself as absolute Mind” [Mind, 1577]. 

We have entered the new society. 

W. [Raya Dunayevskaya] 

6. See Lenin’s “How to Organize Competition,” in Selected 
Works, Vol. IX, p. 420. 

7. In the 1974 edition this paragraph has vertical double lines 
drawn alongside it. 
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Rage against lawless police murders 


Grassroots New York protests 

New York — Entering historic Washington Square 
Park in Greenwich Village on Dec. 13, contingent after 
contingent chanted slogans demanding justice for Eric 
Garner and the end of police harassment in poor and 
working-class neighborhoods. The march of 30,000 was 
grassroots and unified. 

Most people carried handmade signs expressing 
outrage at police murders of unarmed Black men and 
women in New York, as well as in Ferguson and other 
parts of the country. Signs reminded us that Eric Gar- 
ner’s family and children would be having their first 
Christmas without their father. 

‘BLACK LIVES MATTER’ 

One sign said, “De Blasio: You have blood on your 
hands.” Signs everywhere stated simply “Black Lives 
Matter” and “Ferguson.” That one word reminded peo- 
ple that this was much more than a New York problem. 

Along the parade route were the ubiquitous NYPD 
metal barricades and hundreds of police officers in front 
of virtually every building in this upper-class neighbor- 
hood. Number One Fifth Avenue, an exclusive home to 
multimillionaires, had its own security. The march end- 
ed at Police Headquarters, where we were greeted by a 
line of cops in riot gear. Along the way we chanted “No 
Justice, No Peace, No Racist Police!” “Black Lives Mat- 
ter!” and we called for the indictment of the cop who 
killed Eric Garner. 

MULTIRACIAL RAGE 

One of the most striking things about the march 
was its multiracial character — a large percentage of 
the protesters were young whites. They recognized the 
need to take a stand and did so. The outrage over the 
police killings has cut across race, age, and even class 
boundaries. 

In the end people discovered we had the power 
to bring midtown Manhattan to a screeching halt, to 
unite around a common idea, take to the streets, and 
build a movement to fight police terror in the streets of 
America. — Participant 

LA protests racist police kills 

Los Angeles — Since Ferguson, Mo., police officer 
Darren Wilson shot and killed an unarmed Michael 
Brown on Aug. 9, Los Angeles activists have joined 
the many national protests against the racist killing 
of unarmed Black and Latino youths by police, in Los 
Angeles and throughout the country. 

On Nov. 25, after a grand jury refused to indict 
Wilson, activists gathered at Leimert Park in the pres- 
ence of the LAPD, who had closed Crenshaw Blvd. to 
auto traffic. A group marched up Crenshaw Blvd. — the 
beginning of almost daily protests. The following day, 
called by the Youth Justice Coalition, 1,000 people, in- 
cluding Blacks, whites, Latinos and Asians, and air- 
port workers, gathered at the intersection of Crenshaw 
and Martin Luther King Blvd. to continue the protest, 
chanting “Hands Up Don’t Shoot!” 

Signs read: “Michael Brown shot 6 times by Fer- 
guson police,” “Justice for Ezell Ford,” “Stop Police 
Occupation of our Community,” “Criminal Justice 
System=State-Sponsored Lynching,” “Elected Civilian 
Police Review Board Now,” and “Revoke Police License 
to Kill.” After several minutes of silence for Michael 
Brown, we marched to Figueroa St. and engaged in civil 
disobedience, stopping traffic. 

On Dec. 5, 300 to 500 gathered at LAPD head- 
quarters for a press conference against police killing of 
unarmed Black and Brown youths. Speakers included 
local clergy and an organizer with Black Lives Matter. 
We then marched eight miles to where an unarmed 
Ezell Ford was murdered by two LAPD officers. Re- 
cords show that since 2000, 599 people have been killed 
by law enforcement in LA. From 2007 to 2014, of the 
324 killed, 32% were Black and Latino. 

In one demonstration, over 1,000 protesters 
marched through downtown. When the protesters 
started to march toward the corporate area and South 
Park, which is being heavily gentrified, the LAPD 
declared the protest illegal. They arrested over 200, 
claiming they had ordered the group to disperse, which 
no protesters heard. In an attempt to intimidate the 

ADAPT warns Rauner 

Chicago — On Jan. 12, about 25 of us from disabled 
rights organization Chicago ADAPT went to the Gover- 
nor’s office in Chicago to deliver a letter to Governor- 
elect Bruce Rauner, letting him know who we are and 
what our demands are. Three of us got to his office and 
delivered the letter and a banner listing our major de- 
mands, including fully funding home healthcare. 

Rauner has made his living out of exploiting the 
disabled and elderly in his many nursing homes. A com- 
rade delivered a copy of the letter to Rauner’s office in 
Springfield at the same time, but he couldn’t get past 
the security guards. He was forced to give the letter to 
one of the guards. 

— Suzanne Rose 


protesters, they were illegally jailed overnight with no 
charges filed against them. 

On Dec. 27, over a thousand mostly young Black 
activists demonstrated non-violently in the affluent 
Westside. In the weeks that followed, a group occupied 
the sidewalk to urge LAPD chief Charles Beck to fire 
the two cops who killed Ford and stop police killings. 
He has refused to do so. — Basho 


Oakland Millions March 



Oakland, Cal. — Organizers of Oakland’s version of 
the Dec. 13 national Millions March called on Black 
marchers to move up front and also to take the mike 
during a rally on the steps of the Alameda County 
courthouse. They asked participants not to chant 
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot” or “I Can’t Breathe.” The 
theme was community healing, and they tried to avoid 
confrontation with authority. 

On another day Black students from the Universi- 
ty of California at Berkeley entered several restaurants 
frequented by whites in Oakland’s Rockridge district 
to read the names of Black and Brown men, women 
and children killed by cops. “Black Brunch” activists 
spent no more than ten minutes in each place. Custom- 
ers and business owners were impressed. It was not at 
all like the raucous actions featuring white anarchists, 
some of whom turned out to be undercover police of- 
ficers working as agents provocateurs. 

— David M’Oto 


NYC youth demand justice 


New York — First there was Ferguson. A young Black 
man dead, and the killer cop walks. Then, as if to pour 
salt in the wound, the killer of New Yorker Eric Garner 
also walked free. The city exploded, not with violence, 
but with the rage of people who said, in the words of 
Garner, “This has got to stop!” 

The grand jury decision was beyond belief. The 
whole world had seen the video of the cops killing 
Garner. The whole world knew the coroner had ruled 
it a homicide. But Staten Island is the borough in New 
York City where lots of cops live. 

On Dec. 4, with no official leaders, people began 
marching from the Brooklyn Bridge, blocking traffic, 
defying the police to arrest them, which they did not. 
They only prevented people from taking control of the 
Bridge as Occupy Wall Street had done. People rallied 
in Union Square and marched to Times Square, which 
filled with protesters. On the same day, hundreds more 
filled Grand Central Station and held a “die-in” to pro- 
test the decision. 

In the days that followed, youthful protesters, 
Black, white, Latino, Asian, united by outrage, par- 
tially shut down the Brooklyn Bridge and the West 
Side Highway, blocked tunnels connecting Manhat- 
tan and New Jersey and tried to flood the Staten Is- 
land ferry. Hundreds were arrested during “die-ins” at 
some of Manhattan’s busiest commercial intersections 
and transportation hubs. Demonstrators flooded into 
Macy’s flagship store in Herald Square, chanting “Eric 
Garner, Michael Brown, Shut It Down, Shut It Down!” 

Snaking through Midtown, protesters stopped at 
the James A. Farley Post Office, then marched to the 
Times Square Toys “R” Us store holding signs including 
“Claim Humanity” and “Racism Kills.” Others chanted, 
“No Justice, No Christmas!” 

Such leaderless, self-organized, media-savvy pro- 
tests organized and directed by young people haven’t 
been seen by New Yorkers since Occupy Wall Street. 
They have tied up the city while official “leaders” have 
been holding press conferences. The youth are not in- 
terested in press conferences. They know the fight for 
justice will be in the streets. — Michael Gilbert 
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A1 Qaeda of the Arabian Peninsula is not the only 
group which has grown and recruited heavily, exploit- 
ing rage in the Muslim world at the U.S. presence in the 
Middle East. Many now compete with the U.S. in ex- 
panding the body count of mostly Muslims in the region 
and in trying to kill the idea of freedom. Despite such 
formidable obstacles, Arab Spring revolutions have 
sprung up again and again in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, 
Syria and elsewhere. 

Amedy Coulibaly, who killed people at the Kosher 
market, pledged allegiance to the Islamic State which 
has been driven back from its control of Kobane by de- 
termined Kurdish fighters aided by U.S. air strikes. 
Nevertheless, it continues its bloody sway over a large 
swath of Syria and Iraq. Meanwhile Assad, whose 
regime is responsible for more than 200,000 deaths 
among Syrians, has continued his counter-revolution, 
with U.S. complicity, by dropping barrel bombs on reb- 
els and civilians in areas like Aleppo. 

TALIBAN STILL IN AFGHANISTAN & PAKISTAN 

Despite the Taliban having originally taken power 
in Afghanistan under the patronage of Pakistani secu- 
rity forces, the Taliban in northwest Pakistan on Dec. 
16 killed 150 children and school personnel at the Army 
Public School in Peshawar. Taliban spokesmen justified 
the slaughter as retaliation for the army’s current cam- 
paign against their bases. 

In 2008 Barack Obama had secured the nomi- 
nation for President thanks to his stance against 
Bush-Cheney’s 2003 invasion of Iraq. But Obama, 
trying to avoid the right wing blaming him for 
losing Bush’s war, promised to “be as careful get- 
ting out as we were careless getting in.” This in- 
exorably led to Obama’s escalation of “the good 
war” in Afghanistan and his refusal to cut short 
by a single day Bush’s planned campaign in Iraq. 

With U.S. troops diminished in Afghanistan but far 
from departed, President Ghani has initiated extensive 
maneuvers. He has met with the head of Pakistan in- 
telligence, ISI chief Lt. Gen. Akhtar. Ghani also offered 
cabinet positions to the Taliban, and governorships 
of three southern provinces. The Taliban is currently 
not part of the ruling coalition only because it refused 
Ghani’s offer. 

Rather than removing an oppressor, the U.S. inva- 
sion added layers of obstruction to the liberation of the 
Afghan people. George W. Bush failed to gain the con- 
trol of the Middle East that he and his cabal expected 
troops and bombs to bring. His legacy instead is the re- 
cruitment opportunities he has provided for the Islamic 
State and other anti-American and anti-revolutionary 
groups, and forging a bipartisan U.S. consensus for per- 
manent war, continued by Obama. 
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by Suzanne Rose 

Eight-year-old Dakota Nafzinger, who was born 
with no eyes, had his cane taken away from him by per- 
sonnel at Gracemor Elementary School in North Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and replaced with a foam pool noodle (a 
pool flotation device). Dakota was throwing his cane up 
and down in time to music when the driver took it away. 
The school thought he was becoming violent, so they 
took his cane and sent the pool noodle home with him. 
After a community outcry and support for Dakota, the 
school apologized and returned his cane. 

* * * 

The first to be singled out for systematic murder 
by the Nazis were the mentally ill and intellectually 
disabled. By the end of World War II an estimated 
300,000 people with disabilities had been gassed or 
starved, their fates hidden by phony death certificates 
and then largely overlooked in the years that followed. 
The last to have their suffering publicly acknowledged, 
they now have their own memorial in the middle of Ber- 
lin: a 79-foot-long wall of blue tinted glass stands at 
Tiergartenstrasse 4, the site where dozens of doctors 
plotted and carried out the killings of patients under a 
program known as “Operation T4.” Before the program 
was halted in 1941, some 70,000 people had been killed 
in the first gas chambers at six sites across Germany. 
The Nazis’ mass murder of the disabled paved the way 
for what would later be carried out on an even larger 

scale against Jews and others in the death camps. 

* * * 

In the salt fields of Sinui Island, South Korea, 
known for its disabled and homeless slaves, Kim Seong- 
Baek, who is half-blind, was forced to work without pay 
for 18-hour days, mining the big salt crystals in the 
mud around him. “It was a living hell,” Kim said in a 
recent series of interviews with The Associated Press. 
He tried to escape once, but was found, beaten and sent 
back to the salt mines. The farmers claim they are do- 
ing people with disabilities a favor by forcing them to 
work. 
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PHILOSOPHIC DIALOGUE 


Letter from Mexico 

Mexican protests deepen 


Mexico City — At the end of the Nov. 20 mass dem- 
onstration in Mexico City in support of Ayotzinapa’s 
missing students, acts of repression from state forces 
became more open and intense. Federal and city police 
indiscriminately attacked families, including children 
and seniors, who were protesting peacefully. As well, 
the police arbitrarily apprehended 11 young protesters. 
Their purpose was to frighten people so they would stop 
demonstrating, and to try and divert the struggle from 
demanding the return of the missing normalistas (stu- 
dents from the Normal school in Ayotzinapa) toward a 
strategy for avoiding state violence. 

UNENDING DEMONSTRATIONS 

Although such 
aims were partially 
fulfilled, the struggle 
continued to develop 
and search for a path- 
way to full freedom: 

1) On Nov. 21 par- 
ents and schoolmates 
of the disappeared 
students declared that 
they would no longer 
wait for official insti- 
tutions in searching 
for their children. In- 
stead, they announced 
that “The State was 
responsible and due 
to this, they won’t 
solve anything,” and 
asked for the help of 
the community police 
from Guerrero — an autonomous group created to de- 
fend people from narco-traffic gangs. 

2) On Nov. 25 there was a significant demonstra- 
tion in Mexico City demanding the liberation of the 11 
youth imprisoned five days before. Parents and school- 
mates of the normalistas were again present. This 
emphasized that their struggle was not separate from 
the new one for the liberation of the imprisoned, and 
against state violence. They made clear that the only 
way to stop state repression was by going out again to 
the streets, fighting for the construction of a new world. 

ALTERNATIVE GOVERNMENTS PROLIFERATE 

3) On Dec. 1 another big demonstration took place 
in Mexico City. At the end, one of the normalistas’ 
parents announced that people from his hometown 
in Tecoanapa, Guerrero — one of the poorest in the 

Transgender Day of 
Remembrance 

In cities across the world, the names of Trans- 
gender people who were murdered or committed sui- 
cide were read out at rallies on or around Nov. 20, the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance. The list is incom- 
plete: many deaths go unreported. These deaths must 
end, now. 

Ohio teenager Leelah Alcorn, who had been re- 
jected by her family, posted her suicide note online last 
December: “Fix society. Please.” Then she walked into 
the path of a truck. It is estimated that over 40% of 
Transgender teenagers have attempted suicide before 
the age of 20 (see “Queer Notes” this page). 

Javier Noyle, of Peru, was one of the latest found 
shot to death. No country is safe. 

Most societies are unsupportive of Transgender 
people and there are not enough services, support 
groups and safe spaces for them. In the U.S., Transgen- 
der people of color are in even more danger. 

Year by year, just a smattering of achieve- 
ments are made. The advances toward full hu- 
man rights and acceptance are too slow. 

The U.S. Department of Justice has declared that 
discrimination against the Transgendered is sex dis- 
crimination, under Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, thus promising some protections for Transgender 
workers. For example, Trans workers will have the 
right to sue employers for sex discrimination. 

Florida’s Miami-Dade County, where Anita 
Bryant once led the backlash against legal pro- 
tections for Gays and Lesbians, passed a human 
rights ordinance that is inclusive of Transgender 
people. 

Internationally, Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
is seeking to allow people to identify as a third gender 
on passports. India’s Supreme Court ruled that people 
may identify as “other,” rather than having to identify 
as either female or male. These decisions at least pro- 
vide Transgender people some legal protections and 
rights in practice. 

The online responses to Leelah Alcorn’s suicide 
show there is a stronger resolve to secure full human 
rights for Transgender people. To accomplish this, so 
that we may all live in a human world, a revolutionary 
movement is needed. — Elise Barclay 


country — had dismissed the state authorities and be- 
gun developing a self-government, based on people’s 
councils and supported by the community police. Since 
then, some 28 towns and cities from the state of Guer- 
rero (including Acapulco) have a popular government 
alternative to the official one. Here, we can’t avoid 
thinking of the Zapatistas’ experience. After acknowl- 
edging that the state would never fulfill their demands, 
they focused on building Indigenous autonomy. 

4) On Dec. 5 the normalistas’ parents were told 
(via a DNA test on burned remains) that one of their 
children was dead. Nevertheless, the next day, on the 
symbolic occupation of Mexico City (one hundred years 
since the entrance of Zapata and 
Villa’s troops to the city, in the 
context of the Mexican Revolu- 
tion), they stated that they won’t 
sit and moan for their dead child, 
but would fight until they found the 
other 42 missing students alive. 

5) Twenty days later, three 
months after the disappearance of 
the normalistas, a new global ac- 
tion in support of Ayotzinapa took 
place. In Mexico, the demonstra- 
tion ended with a call to continue 
the construction of the people’s au- 
tonomy in Guerrero and to boycott 
2015 federal and local elections. 

6) In addition to all this, there 
have been constant occupations of 
casetas (automobile tax stations) in 
several states, as well as the free 
subway brigades in Mexico City. 

There has been the creation of the National Students 
Coordination and the preparations for the first Nation- 
al Polytechnic Congress, after the strike in that school 
(see Nov. -Dec. N&L, p. 11). All these actions are related 
to the movement for Ayotzinapa. 

After Nov. 20 the struggle isn’t stuck in strategies 
for avoiding repression, but has gone in the search for a 
new — non-classist, non-sexist, non-racist — world. 

— G.W.F. Hector 


QUEERNOTES 


by Dee Perkins 

The late December suicide of 17 -year-old Transgen- 
der youth Leelah Alcorn has shaken the public with an 
intimate glimpse into the torment of gender dysphoria 
in a too frequently uncomprehending world. In the sui- 
cide note she posted to Tumblr, the Ohio youth recount- 
ed that she “cried of happiness” when she found a term 
for who she was, Transgender, something she’d felt 
since she was four. Her parents treated her to so-called 
Christian conversion-therapy 
and the teen despaired of not 
receiving hormone therapy be- 
fore completing puberty. Leelah 
concluded her note, “The only 
way I will rest in peace is if one 
day Transgender people aren’t 
treated the way I was, they’re 
treated like humans, with valid 
feelings and human rights. Gender needs to be taught 
about in schools, the earlier the better. My death needs 
to mean something. My death needs to be counted in 
the number of Transgender people who commit suicide 
this year.. ..Fix society. Please.” 

* * * 

On Nov. 15 writer, activist, and Transgender pio- 
neer Leslie Feinberg died at age 65 of complications 
from decades-old tick-borne infections. Author of the 
1993 award-winning coming-of-age novel Stone Butch 
Blues, which was groundbreaking as a tale of gender 
complexity, Feinberg complicated notions of gender, 
preferring the gender-neutral pronoun ze over she and 
he and hir over her and his. A creative and tireless ac- 
tivist, she organized against anti-Black racism in At- 
lanta and Boston, for Palestinian sovereignty, for AIDS 
patients in the early days of the epidemic, and for wom- 
en’s reproductive rights. She rejected the state’s right 
or authority to confer family, underscoring the individ- 
ual’s title to define family and loved ones, citing Marx, 
who wrote that in order for the individual’s relation- 
ship to the world to be a human one, only love can be 
exchanged for love. Feinberg is survived by hir spouse 
Minnie Bruce Pratt and extended family of choice. 

* * * 

Russia has denied driver’s licenses to Transgen- 
der people. In its unrelenting campaign against LGBT 
people, the “On Road Safety” law signed by Prime Min- 
ister Medvedev on Dec. 29, outlines medical conditions, 
including mental and behavioral disorders — in which it 
counts, against all credible medical conclusions, Trans- 
gender identity — that disqualify individuals from driv- 
ing. 


What intrigues me in Franklin Dmitryev’s article 
in the last issue responding to Dunayevskaya’s May 
12, 1953, Letter is how he sees the development of Du- 
nayevskaya’s thoughts on philosophy and organization 
where she went beyond the old ideas of the party to see- 
ing the “party” as the new society being born from the 
old. It is a good thing that News and Letters Commit- 
tees has broken sharply from all the Leninist formations 
without capitulating to a certain juvenile anarchist re- 
jection of all authority or structure. I would like to add 
something, however: the idea of the organic party. 

This idea is based on Antonio Gramsci’s idea of the 
organic intellectual, wherein, to cite an excellent anal- 
ysis I found online, “Organic Intellectuals & Counter 
Hegemonic Theoretical Discourse” by Anthony Torres 
(asitoughttobe.com/2009/09/01/critical-theory): 

“...Gramsci maintained that the working class, and 
its surrogates, needs to develop its own ‘organic intel- 
lectuals’ to articulate its coherent philosophy, in order 
to counter a bourgeois hegemony of ideas. Additionally, 
he believed that with the emergence of new modes of pro- 
duction and the consequent emergence of a new class 
vying for dominance, there should develop a new class 
of intellectuals who give the ascending class homogene- 
ity and awareness of its social interests and progressive 
role, not only in the economic sphere but also politically 
and culturally. 

“The struggle for social liberation demands the es- 
tablishment of a rival hegemony, and thus a struggle to 
establish a cadre of rival ‘organic intellectuals’ to win 
over the bulk of ‘traditional’ intellectuals, as well as 
to articulate the interests of an ascending socially con- 
scious class. 

“Here, one of the first tasks for socially progressive 
‘organic intellectuals’ is to discredit or dispute a domi- 
nant ideological hegemony of the ruling class through 
opposing value systems. This implies that working peo- 
ple and the oppressed must create a continuous expan- 
sion of ‘consent’ in which various groups are melded to- 
gether to form new alliances and historical blocs between 
‘traditional intellectuals’ and ‘organic intellectuals.’ 

“However, perhaps the most important, as regards 
the notion of organic intellectuals, is that for Gramsci 
there seems to be an explicit association that impacts 
and problematically binds his considerations of ‘organic 
intellectuals’ as being integrally related to an alterna- 
tive ascendant revolutionary party as the intellectual 
wing of the working class. 

“Gramsci, it seems, believes that all members of a 
political party should be regarded as intellectuals. Here, 
what is critical is that the formation and function of an 
alternative party — which should be organizational and 
directive — be educative, in other words, intellectual.” 

If we apply this idea of the organic intellectual to 
the questions of organization, the “organic party” which 
is not a vanguard party consists of a social force which 
tries to establish a set of ideas which seek to overthrow 
the ideas of bourgeois society. Torres sees the “organic 
intellectual” in the context of the Leninist idea of the 
vanguard party. We can go beyond that, remaining true 
to Dunayevskaya’s rejection of vanguardism, by recog- 
nizing that, even for her, the development of working- 
class intellectuals, men and women from the factories 
and the fields, is key to the growth of a revolutionary 
organization. Dunayevskaya’s ideas on the Absolute 
Mind, concretized in the class struggle, acquire an or- 
ganizational form — News and Letters Committees — 
and in the context of that form, priority should be given 
to the development of a new type of party, the organic 
party, a unity of intellectuals and the new working- 
class intellectuals that we hope to bring to fruition. 

IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE 

News and Letters Committees and its members 
should recognize that in our total opposition to both 
capitalist and state-capitalist societies, in our embrace 
of the revolutionary aspect of Hegelianism, and in bas- 
ing our philosophy on the humanism of Marx, we are a 
clear and distinct force in the Left, the organic party in 
gestation; and that in our public work, in our develop- 
ment of a philosophic dialogue with other progressive 
forces, in our solidarity campaigns and in the prepara- 
tion of the newspaper, we should recognize our unique 
character and contributions and act accordingly. 

Unlike vanguard parties, our goal is not the 
incorporation of a cadre into a certain fixed 
structure that Lenin advocated for in 1902 and 
rejected in 1905, but the development of “or- 
ganic intellectuals,” thinkers and philosophers 
from the ranks of the Black masses as vanguard, 
women, youth, and workers, who themselves will 
take responsibility for the articulation and de- 
velopment of a philosophy of revolution. If News 
and Letters Committees begins to see itself as a 
place where “organic intellectuals” from what- 
ever class can be united in an organic party, in 
this new sense of identification, our work will be 
more fruitful. 

Comments are always welcome. After all, the only 
constant in this world, including in this organization, is 
the dynamic of change. — Michael Gilbert 


http.V/callejerorev. com/20 1 4/manifestacion-justicia-para-ayotzinapa-fotogaleria / 



Demonstration in Merida, Yucatan, demanding justice for the 43 
disappeared students of Ayotzinapa. 
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YOUTH ^ ACTION 


by Michael Gilbert 

Angry youth in Kashmir hit the streets in No- 
vember, raising anti-India and pro-freedom slogans as 
they carried the bullet-ridden bodies of two youths in 
a procession to Nowgam Chowk. Protesters demanded 
punishment for soldiers who had opened fire without 
provocation on the car the youths were riding in. Police 
cordoned off the area and didn’t allow people from out- 
side to join the funeral prayers. After the funeral, police 
and paramilitary forces pushed back angry protesters 
marching back to town and later fired tear gas shells 
and pellets, injuring several people. 

* * * 

Upwards of 10,000 students joined a national pro- 
test in London on Nov. 19 opposing increases in tuition 
and demanding a return to free education. During the 
demonstration, protesters scrawled paint on the offices 
of the National Union of Students, which had opposed 
the protest. 

* * * 

School officials in California banned the Mendocino 
High School boys’ and girls’ basketball teams from par- 
ticipating in a holiday tournament because the stu- 
dents planned to wear T-shirts with the last words 
of Eric Garner, “I Can’t Breathe.” They had worn the 
shirts in previous games. The boys’ team was allowed 
to play when all but one player relented, but not enough 
girls could be convinced to give up their protest, so their 
team was forced to sit out the tournament. 

* * * 

In Rabat, youth mobilized on Nov. 18 against priva- 
tization of education in Morocco, using the slogan, “We 
are students, not customers.” The students said educa- 
tion would become a commodity to be bought and sold, 
with the rich benefiting from new private schools. 

* * * 

Filipino students from both private and state uni- 
versities gathered in January at the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHED) in Diliman to protest tuition 
and fee increases. Sarah Jane Elago, National Union of 
Students of the Philippines president, told students af- 
ter meeting with CHED officials: “They didn’t listen to 
us. This means there is no other way but to rely on our 
own strength to fight against these increases.” 

* * * 

The Kiss of Love action began with a Facebook 
page asking the youth of Kerala state in India to par- 
ticipate in a protest against moral policing. On Nov. 2, 
police in Kochi took 50 peaceful marchers into preven- 
tive custody, citing law and order issues. Right-wing re- 
ligious and political groups also gathered to physically 
prevent activists from kissing in public. Supporters of 
the campaign have been posting pictures of themselves 
kissing on social networking sites. Protests have spread 
across India. 


New York area readers — 

Join us for a study group on: 

1965-2015: Fifty Years of 
Struggle and Revolution 



Malcolm X 


On Saturday, Feb. 7, we will discuss: 

Malcolm X’s assassination 

Mass opposition to 
the war in Vietnam 

■lie- Lyndon B. Johnson’s counter- 
revolution in the Dominican Republic 

We will meet at Freedom Hall, 

1 1 3 W. 1 28th Street, Harlem 

For full schedule contact us at 
nynewsandletters@gmail.com 


Lima climate talks betray future 


Marchers In Lima, Peru, carry banner that says, “They wanted to 
bury us but they didn’t know that we were seeds.” 


The world’s governments met once again Dec. 1-14 
to talk about climate change and once again succeed- 
ed — in talking. The 20th “Conference of Parties” was 
held in Lima, Peru, and, rather than action, issued a 
“Call for Climate Action” 
without binding commit- 
ments or effective moni- 
toring. Even the voluntary 
goals begin in 2020, the 
year science says emissions 
must start to decline. 

The U.S. and other na- 
tions as good as admitted 
the bankruptcy of capital- 
ism by arguing that bind- 
ing commitments had no 
chance of being adopted, 
so the approach must be to 
let each nation-state for- 
mulate its own intentions. 

Then all can feign surprise when the intentions, even 
if carried out, turn out to total less than half of what is 
needed to meet their long-stated goal of limiting global 
warming to 2 degrees Celsius. 

However, 50 countries advocated zero carbon 
emissions by mid-century and nearly 100 coun- 
tries by 2100. 

From its beginning in the 1992 Earth Summit, the 
UN climate change process has been trapped in the 
limits of the “politically feasible.” President Obama, far 
from being the exception, is the epitome of this prag- 
matic mindset. He is laboring under the illusion that 
an infinite series of tiny steps — as many backward as 
forward — will someday lead us out of the wilderness. 

THINK BLEAK FUTURE BEFORE YOU DIG 

In reality, climate scientists have warned for years 
that most fossil fuel reserves must be left in the ground 
if humanity is to avoid disaster. The latest study, show- 
ing that the vast majority of coal reserves, as well as 
much of the oil and gas reserves, must remain un- 
touched, had no effect on negotiators — as if politics and 
science inhabited two separate worlds. 

On the streets outside, over 15,000 people marched 
“in Defense of Mother Earth.” This was coordinated 
with an alternative Dec. 8-11 People’s Summit on Cli- 
mate Change that explicitly denounced “the capitalist 
patriarchal system” and called for an alternative form 
of development. 

Many participants of the People’s Summit and the 
march were Indigenous activists from Peru and neigh- 
boring Ecuador and Bolivia. The high stakes were illus- 
trated by the discovery of the bound and tortured body 
of Jose Isidro Tendetza Antun, an Indigenous leader 
from Ecuador who fought a major mining project there. 
He had planned to attend the summit. 

INDIGENOUS PROTEST STATE LEADERS 

His comrades who did attend were harassed by Ec- 
uador’s army, which even confiscated their bus. Peru- 
vian marchers also spoke of a spate of murders of activ- 
ists who had been resisting illegal logging and mining 
operations on Indigenous lands. 
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The divisions erupted right within the People’s 
Summit over an invitation to President Evo Morales of 
Bolivia to speak. While Morales is a hero to much of the 
international Left, Nilda Rojas, an Indigenous woman 
of Consejo Nacional de Ayl- 
lus y Markas del Qullasuyu, 
protested that her community 
faces state violence on his 
watch. After opposition to hav- 
ing government officials speak 
spread, including disruption 
by youth from the Ecuadoran 
group YASunidos of a speech 
by the mayor of Lima, Morales 
did not speak. 

It is true that ambiva- 
lence surfaced within the al- 
ternative events, including the 
juxtaposition of anti-capitalist 
declarations with appeals to 
governments and corporations. The overriding truth 
remains that the UN process driven by states and capi- 
tal is a dead end, and the only alternative is uprooting 
the whole system from below to establish truly human 
forms of development. — Franklin Dmitryev 

Racist Europe in decay 

continued from p. 1 

An ugly fact is that Le Pen’s Muslim-hating FN 
is rising in the polls. The current “socialist” President 
Francois Hollande has done little to lessen the econom- 
ic crisis and austerity policies that perpetuate deep un- 
employment, giving youth, especially minority youth, 
little hope for a future. Religious fanatics’ nihilistic acts 
of terror and Europe’s resurgent fascism mutually re- 
inforce each other. 

NEW MOVEMENTS FOR TOLERANCE 

In Sweden participants in a fascist anti-immigrant 
movement hurled petrol bombs at mosques, injuring 
and terrorizing those inside. There were three fire- 
bombs in a single week over the holidays. The thugs 
have not been caught, but they have awakened a new 
movement where thousands take to the streets to de- 
mand tolerance and the welcoming of immigrants. In 
Uppsala, locals responded with “love bombing” a dam- 
aged mosque with messages of support and apprecia- 
tion. 

In Germany thousands marched against the anti- 
immigrant and anti-Muslim “Patriotic Europeans 
Against the Islamisation of the West” (PEGIDA), vastly 
outnumbering them in Berlin and Cologne — but not 
in Dresden, where 18,000 PEGIDA supporters dem- 
onstrated in spite of an appeal by German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel to shun the growing “right-wing extrem- 
ism, hostility towards foreigners and anti-Semitism.” 

On Jan. 10, however, 35,000 came out to protest 
PEGIDA even in Dresden. PEGIDA has allies in the 
anti-euro Alternative for Germany party, whose chant 
that Germany is for the “volk” (people) explicitly ex- 
cludes the millions of Turks and others who have been 
in Germany for generations, doing the jobs Germans 
won’t. 

Merkel is right to condemn the anti-Muslim 
marchers as having “hearts full of hatred” and 
to stand up to British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, who is trying to renegotiate provisions 
in the European Union to help him exclude non- 
English from entering the UK. Psychological and 
physical anti-immigrant bashing also pervades 
England, where the growing UK Independence 
Party wants to withdraw from the European 
Union in order to “take back control of the UK 
borders.” 

Yet Merkel’s economic policies and oversized in- 
fluence over Europe’s whole economy — in particular, 
imposing austerity policies on countries in the Euro- 
zone — have greatly exacerbated the suffering of the 
poor and minorities. Europe’s economy is sick and has 
sunk back into recession, never gaining even the anemic 
level of recovery the U.S. has achieved since the 2008 
global collapse. In December, the Eurozone dipped into 
outright deflation, signaling an intractable stagnation 
with no end in sight and a possible downward spiral in 
an economy that still has 11.5% unemployment. 
BARBARISM OF WAR HAUNTS EUROPE 

The European economic union and the single cur- 
rency Eurozone were designed to integrate Europe 
economically and overcome the 20th century tendency 
to degenerate into vile nationalism, genocidal racism 
and the barbarism of total war. Yet those very specters 
haunt Europe in today’s protracted economic crisis. 

Depression-level unemployment in countries like 
Greece and Spain has raised expectations that radical 
Left parties like Syriza in Greece may gain power in 
upcoming elections with a promise to renegotiate their 
externally imposed austerity. We can only hope that 
Europe’s crisis will be a moment of truth to go beyond 
electoral politics to break totally with capitalism and 
reconstitute reality beginning from borderless human 
solidarity on the ground. — Ron Kelch 
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Zapatistas and the Ayotzinapa rebellion 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Eugene Walker 

San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, and Mexico City — 

More than three months after the forced disappearance 
of their 43 sons — students of the Normal Rural School 
Raul Isidro Burgos in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero — their fa- 
thers and mothers continue their protests of pain and 
rage. Since Sept. 26, 
they have demanded 
an extensive, continu- 
ing search for their 
loved ones, an insis- 
tence that they be re- 
turned to them alive. 

The parents forced 
President Pena Nieto to 
finally meet with them 
after his long silence 
and avoidance. They 
demanded an account 
of what happened, not 
evasion upon evasion, 
and transferring of 
blame. They refused 
to accept the govern- 
ment’s half-baked theory that their sons were taken 
by a few rogue police and corrupt local officials, who 
then turned them over to a narco-gang to be murdered. 
Instead, the families pointed to both the federal and 
state governments’ responsibility to solve the murders. 
Crucially, the families have been the catalysts for hun- 
dreds of thousands of demonstrators who participate in 
marches and protests throughout Mexico. 

Three caravans of parents, Ayotzinapa students, 
and their supporters traveled across the country, de- 
manding the return of their children. In mid-November 
the parents arrived in Chiapas to share their pain and 
outrage with the Zapatista Indigenous communities. 
Zapatista Subcomandante Moises responded: “Your 

Cuba-U.S. Relations 

When Fidel Castro, after carrying out an inde- 
pendent revolutionary struggle without Russia’s help, 
chose, after the Revolution, to align himself with 
Khrushchev and company (as the U.S. continued to iso- 
late Cuba), and to construct a single-party state within 
Cuba, he could explain away his action as needed to 
defend the Cuban Revolution against the reality of 
Yankee imperialism. What possibility did the Cuban 
masses have to pose and debate liberatory alternatives 
for life and labor while the armed belligerency of the 
U.S. behemoth persisted? Fidel could use this reality 
against any in Cuba who wished to be independent of 
the U.S. and, at the same time, wished to pose an op- 
position to the state-capitalist direction in which Cuba 
was headed. 

The U.S. proceeded to use the fight against “Cuban 
Communism” to destroy freedom movements in Latin 
America who rightly opposed U.S. imperialism and who 
were searching for an emancipatory alternative. Castro 
used the reality of U.S. imperialism as one way to pre- 
vent open debate and genuine socialism within Cuba. 

Where do we go from here? The U.S. has certainly 
not given up bringing down the Castros; only the meth- 
od is different. The pulls of neoliberal capitalism, the 
world market, are now the weapons. Within Cuba there 
are still those who search for an authentic socialism as 
opposed to state-capitalism. Do they have any possibil- 
ity of resisting the vortex of capitalism’s world market? 


words, your rage, your rebellion, your resistance have 
caused many people in Mexico and the world to awaken 
and begin to ask questions. For this, we thank you.... 
It is terrible and marvelous that the poor and humble 
families and students who aspire to be schoolteachers 
have become the best teachers this country has seen in 
recent years.” 

At the end of De- 
cember and the begin- 
ning of January the 
parents returned to 
Chiapas to participate 
in the First World Fes- 
tival of Resistance and 
Rebellion against Cap- 
italism in unity with 
thousands: members 

of dozens of Indigenous 
groups who are part 
of the National Indig- 
enous Congress, Indig- 
enous Zapatistas and 
hundreds of support- 
ers from throughout 
Mexico and from doz- 
ens of other countries. This growing unity between the 
Zapatistas and the parents and students of Ayotzinapa 
signifies an important development in the continu- 
ing resistance and protest in Mexico. At the Festival 
the Zapatistas focused on Ayotzinapa, linking it to the 
struggle against capitalism in Mexico and internation- 

Sri Lanka Election 

The important defeat of Mahinda Rajapaksa by 
Maithripala Sirisena in presidential elections this 
January occurred in a new moment in Sri Lanka. For 
a decade Rajapaksa has been running the country as 
a private family fiefdom. He carried out a brutal war 
against insurgents of the Tamil minority in the north 
and east of the country, resulting in the slaughter of 
tens of thousands of Tamil civilians in the last days of 
the war. The Tamils have faced a military occupation of 
their region for almost a decade. The Sinhalese major- 
ity (70%) have as well grown restive under Rajapaksa 
family rule. Crime, a drug mafia, nepotism and corrup- 
tion characterized his rule. 

After Rajapaksa called a quick election for a third 
and possibly illegal presidential term, Sirisena, who 
has been an important minister in Rajapaksa’s regime, 
suddenly broke away in November. A “common opposi- 
tion” candidacy was formed from groups of the Left and 
the Right. Sirisena won the election, primarily due to 
Tamil and Muslim support with sufficient defections 
from the Sinhalese Buddhist majority. 

What now? Sirisena has promised to end “the Ex- 
ecutive Presidency” in which Rajapaksa consolidated 
his authoritarian and military rule. Perhaps. But more 
crucial questions remain: 1) Will the Tamil people be 
able to achieve genuine self-determination, including a 
reckoning of the war crimes committed against them? 
2) Can the Sri Lankan people move out of the deep pov- 
erty and underdevelopment that has persisted — from 
the long history with the “West” (Portugal, the Neth- 
erlands, British imperialism), through “independence” 
in 1948, to today’s newest capital investments from 
China? The country’s official name is Democratic So- 
cialist Republic of Sri Lanka. What socialism there is, 
is highly questionable. 


ally: 

“What we know and are reminded of by the 
Ayotzinapa struggle is that it is only as organized com- 
munities that we will find the truth. Not only the truth 
that has been disappeared in Ayotzinapa, but also all 
of the truths that have been kidnapped, imprisoned 
and murdered in every corner of planet Earth. It is 
upon this missing truth that we can build justice. We 
Zapatistas believe that trust must no longer be placed 
in the bad governments that exist all over the world. 
These bad governments only serve the big capitalists. 
These bad governments are merely the employees of 
capital. They are the managers, foremen, and overseers 
of the great capitalist plantation.... 

“The Zapatista men and women support you be- 
cause your struggle is just and true. Because your 
struggle should be that of all of humanity.... There are 
times when, as history unfolds, it places in front of us 
something that unites us, no matter the geography in 
which our dreams take place, no matter the calendar of 
our struggle. Ayotzinapa has become a point that has 
united us.” 

In January, the protests and the demands for the 
return of the students alive are continuing. 

Massacre in Nigeria 

The terrorist cult Boko Haram has made its name 
through massacre, kidnap and rape. On Jan. 7, news 
from the town of Baga in northeast Nigeria, near 
Lake Chad, indicated that the largest killing yet had 
taken place, the massacre of over 2,000 people, mainly 
women, children and older people who couldn’t escape 
quickly enough. 

Thousands of buildings are reported to have been 
destroyed, and hundreds of people kidnapped. Amnes- 
ty International quoted one woman as saying, “Boko 
Haram kidnapped at least 300 women and held us in a 
school in Baga. They freed the older women, the moth- 
ers, and most of the children after three days, but they 
are still holding the younger women.” 

According to Boko Haram’s twisted version of Is- 
lam, women shouldn’t be allowed to attend school. (The 
group’s name roughly translates as “Western education 
is forbidden.”) Last April’s kidnapping of 300 Chiboki 
schoolgirls was also “justified” this way. 

The fate of young women who fall into their hands 
is to be sold in the market or, perhaps, like the 10-year- 
old girl in Maiduguri, to be used as suicide bombers. In 
that attack on Jan. 10, over 20 people died. 

Many thousands more from the area of northeast 
Nigeria have become refugees, with 135,000 fleeing 
across the border into neighboring countries. Over 
850,000 people have been internally displaced. 

Like IS in Iraq and Syria, Boko Haram has de- 
clared its own so-called “caliphate.” The group would 
like to expand its influence across the old borders, and 
has already attacked troops in Cameroon. They are 
currently said to occupy an area roughly the size of Bel- 
gium. 

In previous attacks on towns and villages, Boko 
Haram has commanded people not to vote in elections. 
Democracy is also proscribed in their eyes. As with IS, 
again, they intend to function as an occupying power. 

The Nigerian government has done little so far to 
combat the insurgency, bogged down as it is in official 
corruption. Now military forces from Cameroon and 
Chad are reported to be heading toward Nigeria to help 
fight them, thus regionalizing the conflict. 

— Gerry Emmett 



NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus- 
sian Revolution was transformed into its op- 
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state-capi- 
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907-1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour- 
nal, was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya's three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 177 6 until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar- 
tre and from Marx to Mao ( 1 973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu- 
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution ( 1 982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel- 
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco- 
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo- 
ry and practice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de- 
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 


revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present.The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga- 
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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WORKSHOPTALKS 


Reclaim our labor 


From Turkey to USA, women as 
force & reason fight inhumanity 



by Htun Lin 

Dockworkers in Oakland, Calif., and up and down 
the West Coast, labor in an increasingly hi-tech work- 
place. They have seen their ranks decimated over the 
decades by automation accepted by labor bureaucrats 
of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
as “necessary progress.” Yet in February the rank-and- 
file dockworkers fought back against the machine. They 
have been able, after months without a contract, to 
show their power to shut down a sizable segment of the 
capitalist economy with a work-to-rule action. 

Work to rule means doing everything method- 
ically, correctly, without cutting corners. That’s 
essentially what mental health workers demand- 
ed when they struck for a week in January. Men- 
tal health workers and dockworkers showed that 
workers have the power to reclaim our labor. 

Working in healthcare today is very alienating. It 
has been transformed in a way that is felt profoundly. 
The workplace is drowning in fancy hi-tech machines. 
Cadres of bureaucrats spend their working hours pro- 
moting the product of healthcare with marketing cam- 
paigns. The rank and file hear daily admonitions to 
smile more and are told, “Just be glad you have a job.” 
Bureaucrats preach “customers come first,” while cut- 
ting service and staffing. Hospital and HMO executives 
are in a race to eliminate labor as much as possible in 
their “product.” 

Conventional wisdom would have us believe that 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Syriza’s 
many challenges 


The Jan. 25 electoral victory of Greece’s Syriza 
party was an important first step in resisting the bru- 
tal austerity that has been imposed on the Greek and 
European working classes as capitalism’s response to 
its own intractable, seemingly endless crisis. Unem- 
ployment is conservatively estimated at 25.8% with 
youth unemployment at 49.6%; nominal wages have 
fallen 23.5%; and public health care spending has fall- 
en by 40%. These conditions are unlivable. 

The subsequent meeting on Feb. 21 between the 
new government leaders and European Union bosses 
was widely presented as a defeat for Syriza’s anti- 
austerity agenda. It would be more accurate to call it a 
recapitulation of the last few hundred years of history 
in one afternoon. That people’s democratic aspirations 
and the rule of capital are incompatible is a fundamen- 
tal lesson of the modern world. 

Seldom does history present a clearer example of 
Marx’s categories come to life than in the Greek people’s 
struggle today. Marx’s discussion of the historic ten- 
dency of capitalist accumulation culminates in just the 
problem: What form will be taken by wealth? “Wealth” 
as capital will be translated into the vicious zero-sum 
game seen in Greek and European austerity. The real 
wealth of human freedom and self-development begins 
with the negation of that anti-human logic. 


NEED FOR REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS 


As Marx demonstrates in Capital, this debt is re- 
ally a form of primitive accumulation, with all the vio- 
lence this implies. The demand of European bankers 
and officials that Greece should squeeze ever more 
from the life of its people is an extension of the same 

continued on p. 8 
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by Terry Moon, Managing Editor 

Another savage sexual assault and murder — this 
time in Turkey on Feb. 11 — brought forth thousands of 
demonstrators, mostly women, throughout the country 
and beyond. Ozgecan Aslan was a 19-year-old student 
taking a bus home at the end of the day. 

Her murder is a reminder of a similar brutal rape 
and murder of 23-year-old medical student Jyoti Singh 
Pandey in late 2012 that galvanized women through- 
out India (see “Rape protests in India,” Jan. -Feb. 2013 
N&L). Like Pandey, Aslan fought back when the driver 
tried to rape her. Then the driver, Ahmet Suphi Altin- 
doke, stabbed her and beat her to death with an iron 
bar. In an effort to hide the murder, Altindoke with his 
father and a friend, took Aslan’s body, burned it, defaced 
it by cutting off her hands and dumped her in a river so 
that when she was found 
she was only recognizable 
by her clothes. 

‘NO MAN’S HANDS 
WOULD TOUCH HER’ 

Turkey erupted in 
demonstrations starting 
at Ozgecan Aslan’s fu- 
neral, where over 5,000 
came and women refused 
the orders of the Imam 
there to step back dur- 
ing the ceremony. Instead 
they stepped forward to 
the front lines and then 
did something unprec- 
edented: women stepped 
forward to carry her coffin 
and to bury her, vowing: 

“No other man’s hands 
would touch her again.” 

Since then the dem- 
onstrations have deep- 
ened and spread. As in 
India, the government’s 
first response was to at- 
tack the protestors. On Feb. 14, women protested in 
Istanbul and marched to Taksim Square, where they 
condemned the government for ignoring the issue of 
violence against women and for not officially condemn- 
ing the murder and attempted rape of Aslan; 50 women 
trying to hang banners in the Square were arrested. 
Thousands more protested in the Kadikoy district. In 
Ankara, protesters had to contend with police attacks 
as they occupied a park. Over 3,000 demonstrated in 
Mersin. At the demonstration of thousands in izmir 
the women banned men from their protest. Protests 
broke out in at least ten other Turkish cities and con- 


tinued in Istanbul and other towns in the days that 
followed. The youth too made their actions felt, as 
1,500 students marched in Gaziantep and high school 
students throughout the country are wearing black in 
solidarity with Aslan. Demonstrations of people wear- 
ing black continue with many chanting, “You will never 
walk alone” and men held a march in Istanbul wearing 
skirts in solidarity with women on Feb. 21. 

Actions crossed national borders as Turks took 
their protests to Trafalgar Square in London. By Feb 
17 protests not only continued in Turkey but were also 
in at least three places in Cyprus; 200 demonstrated in 
Frankfurt, Germany, as well as in Hamburg and Berlin. 

ERDOGAN’S OWN WAR ON WOMEN 

Ever the clumsy, slobbering, lying opportunist who 
is the leader of a misogynistic war against Turkish 

women, President Tayyip 
Erdogan realized by Feb. 
16 — fully five days after 
Aslan was murdered — 
that he better speak out. 
He vowed he would “per- 
sonally follow the case so 
that they will be given the 
heaviest penalty. I am al- 
ready following the case. 
Violence against women is 
the bleeding wound of our 
country.” 

That is true — for just 
one example: from 2003 
to 2010 there has been 
a 1,400% increase in the 
number of murdered wom- 
en. When Erdogan’s so- 
called “Justice and Devel- 
opment Party” (AKP) came 
under criticism for those 
facts, they tried to alter the 
statistics. 

Erdogan’s policies, 
however, are their own kind 
of violence aimed at depriving women of hard fought for 
freedoms. Erdogan opposes equality between women 
and men as going “against the laws of nature”; he has 
proposed limits on abortion, making that procedure ex- 
tremely difficult for poor women by ending abortions 
in state hospitals; he aims to ban all abortions after 
four weeks of pregnancy; his government has enacted 
legislation making divorce more difficult; his deputy 
prime minister — revealing Taliban-like thinking — sug- 
gested that women shouldn’t laugh in public; his Prime 
Minister urges youth to marry before graduating from 
college; his Health Minister strongly suggests that 

continued on p. 10 



Women and men gather in Taksim Square in Istanbul, Turkey, on Feb. 1 4, to 
protest the murder of Ozgecan Aslan. 


Solidarity with striking oil workers 


Martinez, Calif. — On Feb. 12, climate justice activ- 
ists and nurses from the California Nurses Association 
(CNA) joined a picket line in solidarity with United 
Steelworkers (USW) at the Tesoro refinery. Over 5,000 
USW workers began a nationwide strike on Feb. 1 at 
nine refineries and two plants. It was the first national 
refinery strike since 1980. The key issue in talks with 
oil companies, represented by Royal Dutch Shell, is 
workplace health and safety. By Feb. 22 the strike ex- 
panded to 15 plants, including 12 refineries, producing 
over 18% of U.S. capacity. 

Environmental justice activists came from nearby 
residential communities like Richmond, which was hit 
with a huge plume of toxic fumes after a refinery explo- 
sion at Chevron in August 2012. A refinery worker on 
the picket line said, “Every worker knows what caused 
that explosion, and that it could have been avoided. 
Management made a conscious decision to order work- 
ers to take the risk after they figured their risk/reward 
odds. They lost the bet. Workers here aren’t going to 
gamble with ours or the community’s health and safe- 
ty.” 


Over 100 nurses from CNA made up the largest con- 
tingent of picketers, who stopped many delivery trucks 
from entering the refinery. Nurses said their solidarity 
action was natural because they have been engaged in 
their own prolonged struggle for workplace health and 
safety for nurses as well as for their patients. 

Workers from very different fields, coming together 
with members of the surrounding community, signal a 
new multi-dimensional fight against capital’s disregard 
for human life. — Marxist-Humanist picketers 

Strike’s broad support 

Neighbors and local businesses around refineries 
are supporting strikers with food and supplies. Nurses 
have vigorously voiced support and joined picket lines. 
Environmental groups such as Oil Change Interna- 
tional and Greenpeace have also issued statements of 
support, which has not always been the case. Many have 
come around to the view that worker safety goes hand 

continued on p. 3 
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Review of Unspeakable Things 


Unspeakable Things: Sex, Lies and Revolution by 
Laurie Penny (Bloomsbury Publishing Pic., 2014) de- 
scribes how neoliberalism, defined as “the attempt to 

reorganize society and 
the state on the basis of 
an ideal of ‘the market,’” 
is the new face of capital- 
ist patriarchy. Under neo- 
liberalism, even feminism 
has been repackaged once 
again as the opportunity 
for middle-class women to 
climb the corporate ladder 
and earn more money with 
which to buy more prod- 
ucts. Since “the self is just 
an entrepreneurial proj- 
ect,” women and men are 
urged to spend labor and 
money to make themselves 
fit into patriarchal gender roles to be more marketable 
as workers and as lovers. No one is supposed to notice 
that the economic situation is worsening or to demand 
justice for poor women, who are instead scapegoated. 

Laurie Penny — a 27-year-old journalist and blogger 
who reports on international social justice movements 
such as Occupy, in which she is also an activist — writes 
eloquently about her own experiences trying to negoti- 
ate our culture’s demand that women constantly man- 
age their image, which is then subject to self-scrutiny 
and public surveillance. She discusses how all women 
must walk the impossible tightrope of trying to be 
nonthreatening and conventionally attractive to men 
only to be called a mindless slut if they succeed. She 
explains how increasing numbers of young women and 
Queer youth develop self-harming behaviors due to this 
pressure. As a teen, she was hospitalized for anorexia, 
but the treatment consisted of making the patients con- 
form to a conventional “feminine” appearance to appear 
adjusted to society. 

WOMEN AND ONLINE HARASSMENT 

Penny’s book is important for anyone trying to un- 
derstand or accept the reality of the difficulty of being 
female in the public sphere. Part of that sphere is now 
the internet, which started with the promise of being 
open to people of all identities regardless of gender, 
sexuality, race or class. This turned out to mean that 



by Artemis 

In February, Geraldine Blankenship died at the 
age of 90 in Flint, Mich. As a teenager, she worked with 
her parents and the United Auto Workers to organize 
the Flint Sit-Down Strike. The strike lasted from Dec. 
30, 1936 to Feb. 11, 1937, when GM agreed to recognize 
the union as a bargaining group for plant workers. She 
is the last surviving member of the Women’s Emergen- 
cy Brigade, which organized “to protect our husbands 
and sons from violence” when police confronted strik- 
ing workers. She continued to be an activist for workers’ 
and women’s rights and asked that memorial contribu- 
tions be made to Planned Parenthood. 

* * * 

Since 2003, Feb. 6 has been the International Day 
of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), 
a UN-sponsored awareness day. This year’s theme was 
“Mobilization and Involvement of Health Personnel to 
Accelerate Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutila- 
tion” since healthcare workers have performed FGM 
on 18% of victims, with this rate reaching 74% in some 
countries. However, programmatic evidence suggests 
that FGM can be stopped in one generation, and activ- 
ists worldwide have used social media to spread aware- 
ness of the dangers of FGM and its presence in Western 
countries including the U.S. 

* * * 

Mary Harris “Mother” Jones, called “the Most 
Dangerous Woman in America” in 1902 by the U.S. At- 
torney General, was the 
most well-known labor 
organizer of the early 
twentieth century. The 
Working Women’s Histo- 
ry Project has announced 
the opening of a Mother 
Jones Museum in the Mt. 

Olive, 111., town hall in 
June 2015. It will include 
participatory exhibits ex- 
plaining the struggles of 
immigrant workers, in- 
cluding activist women, 
in the nearby coal mining 
towns. The Museum is located near the Historic Moth- 
er Jones Monument and the Union Miners Cemetery 
where Mother Jones is buried alongside those she said 
had “died for industrial liberty.” 


a person can fit in if they pretend to be a cisgender 
male, white heterosexual. Penny calls a woman’s opin- 
ion “the miniskirt of the internet” because any woman 
expressing one will be harassed online, threatened with 
physical attacks, and then shamed and blamed for this 
treatment with moralistic overtones. She discusses how 
the attitude that there is nothing wrong with this has 
stifled women and minority participation on the inter- 
net and in the sciences, both of which will play a big role 
in the future. 

GENDER’S RELATION TO CAPITALISM 

Unspeakable Things is also important because it 
discusses the negative effect patriarchal gender roles 
have on men, which has worsened in today’s economic 
climate. This effect can cause men to lash out at them- 
selves or against those not like themselves. Penny dis- 
cusses how it is important to feminism to encourage 
men to talk about gender and sexuality and how power- 
ful is the insight that can result. 

While she does not critique the words “masculine” 
and “feminine,” Penny does explain how patriarchal ste- 
reotypes of how the genders should behave are harmful 
to everyone. She also connects this critique with one of 
capitalism, although not in depth. Since creativity and 
curiosity are important to the internet, and since that 
is where members of oppressed social groups meet and 
communicate, Penny says today’s youth have the ability 
to overthrow old systems and create a new society. She 
calls for revolution and is optimistic about its success. 

— Adele 

Ultraviolet goes live 

Chicago — Ultraviolet (UV), a mostly online 
petition-generating organization, has protested rapper 
Rick Ross’ song bragging about drugging and raping a 
woman; demanded justice for a victim of rape after a 
Montana judge sentenced her attacker to only a month; 
and does work around abortion rights including going 



Chicago women holding signs where they had written what they pledge 
to do “for women’s rights” in 2015 at the Ultraviolet Chicago meet and 
greet on Jan. 25. 


after phony abortion clinics, so-called crisis pregnancy 
centers (CPCs) run by right-wing fanatics. They recent- 
ly went out into the real world by holding 25 or so “meet 
and greet” events in 15 different states. The one I went 
to was Jan. 25 on the north side of Chicago. 

The organizers thought ten would come, but over 
30 showed up — mostly young women, the majority 
white but also several women of color, and a few men. 
The organizer, Suzanne, gave us a short history: UV 
was started by two women two years ago who thought 
rapid responses were needed on women’s issues from 
the workplace to pop culture. 

She told of some of the campaigns UV is in- 
volved in, including bringing to light the immi- 
gration detention center in Texas where over 40 
women have been sexually assaulted by guards 
and the U.S. refuses to investigate; the punitive 
anti-abortion laws being introduced in Congress 
and the states; and work around preventing CPCs 
from continuing to post lying ads on everything 
from the Yellow Pages to Yahoo. 

At the end of the introduction we broke up into 
several groups around organizations who work with 
UV. We had our choice of: the Chicago Abortion Fund; 
Chicago Women’s Health Center; FURIE (Feminist Up- 
rising to Resist Inequality and Exploitation); Planned 
Parenthood; Black & Pink, which is an “open family of 
GLBTQ prisoners and ‘free world’ allies who support 
each other”; Howard Brown Health Center; Illinois 
Choice Action Team, which escorts at clinics that offer 
abortion services; and Rape Victim Advocates. 

I met with FURIE, where we had a lively discus- 
sion about fighting back against CPCs, taking the fight 
to them with demonstrations in front of these faux 
“clinics,” spreading the word about them at community 
centers and neighborhood health centers that are ap- 
pearing more frequently in storefronts and strip malls. 

The meet and greet was a great beginning, and 
showed that feminism is alive in Chicago, and includes 
a diverse population of young women, those who are 
GLBTQ, advocates for the disabled, and most commit- 
ted to changing a sexist, racist, capitalist society. Ultra- 
Violet should step into the physical world more often. 

— Women’s Liberationist 


TVansgender 
women murdered 

This year is setting a horrible record for the num- 
ber of Transgender women killed across the U.S. Last 
year there were 12. This is not an insignificant number, 
but it pales in comparison with the fact that in Janu- 
ary and February of 2015 alone, either seven or eight 
(depending on whose number you use) Transgender 
women have already been murdered. 

CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE 

The murders reflect a systematic climate of vio- 
lence directed against Transgender women nationwide: 
in Miami a 46-year-old Latina Trans woman, Kristina 
Gomez Reinwald, was killed, probably by an acquain- 
tance, although initially the cops and media falsely said 
she had killed herself; Bri Golec, 22, of Akron, Ohio, 
was stabbed by her father; Yazmin Vash Payne, 33, of 
Los Angeles was stabbed by her boyfriend and died in a 
burning house; Ty Underwood, 24, of North Tyler, Tex- 
as, was shot by her boyfriend on Jan. 26; Penny Proud, 
21, was killed, allegedly during a robbery in New Or- 
leans on Feb. 19; Taja DeJesus, 36, of San Francisco 
was stabbed by a male acquaintance on Feb. 1; and La- 
mia Beard, 30, of Norfolk, Va., was shot by an unknown 
person on Jan. 17. 

What these killings have in common is that 
they were directed against, with a few excep- 
tions, young Trans women — a majority of whom 
were women of color — who did not hide that they 
were Trans. A large number of these murders in- 
volved domestic violence. 

At a recent LGBTQ conference (the “Q” can stand 
for “questioning” or “Queer”) in Denver, Colo., the is- 
sue of violence against Transgender women of color was 
widely discussed. The Advocate newspaper has covered 
these crimes, and the National Coalition of Anti-Vio- 
lence Programs has called these murders an “alarm- 
ing, fatal epidemic of violence against transgender and 
gender-nonconforming women, specifically transgender 
women of color in the United States.” They also not- 
ed that 72% of LGBTQ homicide victims in 2013 were 
Transgender women, while 67% were Transgender 
women of color. 

Local media, in covering these murders, partici- 
pates in this oppression by referring to the victims as 
men and using the masculine pronoun in reference to 
them, although they clearly and strongly identified 
themselves as women. — Natalia 

Women in solitary 

I truly appreciate your newspaper as it keeps me 
well informed on the movements throughout our sys- 
tems. I’d like to comment on the article in your last is- 
sue, “What Solitary Means” (Jan. -Feb. N&L). It is no 
better in our women’s SHU (Security Housing Units). 
Days turn into weeks, years, to where you lose all sense 
of being. 

I am a life prisoner at CIW (California Institution 
for Women). I’ve been in the other level four prison and 
I must admit that here at CIW we are locked in more 
than we’ve ever been in the other level four. And this 
prison is supposed to be an honor to be in. 

The warden only cares about herself looking 
good as she parades “Sacramento” [state offi- 
cials] through. I notice she never shows them our 
true inner living and the running of the housing 
units aside from the honor cottages. Talk about 
the drug abuse. That’s so obvious. They turn the 
other way. 

What about the women killing themselves or at- 
tempting to? It’s always about “It’s the inmate.” I say: 
look deeper into your staff and work on the problem 
from the staff on up. Then and only then will the popu- 
lation calm the violence within. — CIW life prisoner 


Subscribe to News & Letters'. 

Yes, you can read News <6 Letters online at 
www.newsandletters.org but subscribing 
for only $5 a year means that this paper 
can continue to be printed and available 
to prisoners 
and to those 
without access 
to the internet. 

It means that 
our articles 
can be posted 
in factories, 
workplaces and schools and that you can 
help the only Marxist-Humanist newspaper 
in the world continue to flourish. 
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Solidarity with striking oil workers 

continued from p. 1 


in hand with preventing spills and other accidents, and 
that the corporations, not the workers, are the enemy. 

The United Steelworkers — which represents 
30,000 oil industry workers at refineries and other fa- 
cilities — emphasized safety as the central issue. Wages 
and health benefits 
are also on the table. 

Oil companies are 
making billions in 
profits — almost $90 
billion by just the big- 
gest five in 2014. 

CAPITAL FIRST, 

SAFETY SECOND 
OR NOT AT ALL 

A key sticking 
point is the compa- 
nies’ insistence on 
running the plants 
too short-handed for 
safety. Forced over- 
time leads to fatigue, 
a known safety haz- 
ard. Workers demand 
stronger safety proto- 
cols, including expanded authority to stop work when 
they see a dangerous situation. 

Even when workers do have the authority to 
stop work in unsafe conditions, they face pres- 
sure from management to keep working. The 
strikers also demand an end to subcontracting 
maintenance work that had been done by union 
members. 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

the union and labor officials are one and the same. 
Conventional wisdom would also have us believe that 
health insurance is healthcare. In my own medical 
workplace, both assumptions are the dominant ideol- 
ogy- 

That’s because we work at Kaiser under a Labor- 
Management Partnership (LMP). The LMP has been 
the dominant force for over a decade in our shop. The 
ideology of the LMP is what has brought us to the sorry 
state of healthcare at Kaiser today. 

The HMO industry perverts healthcare re- 
form’s “Affordable Care” concept to their narrow 
ends, cutting services wherever they can, in or- 
der to enhance their bottom line. 

On the front lines, we know that healthcare is not 
a product but a human relation. Seeing that relation- 
ship under attack, many veteran doctors, nurses and 
health workers have thrown in the towel and decided to 
leave through early retirement. Those of us who remain 
at work struggle with the daily stress and health risks 
from ever-increasing speedup. What is eating at a lot 
of us more than speedup is the persistent dehumaniza- 
tion of healthcare. Patients are treated like commodi- 
ties on an assembly line, and workers are treated like 
appendages to the machines. 

ISOLATED AMID MACHINES 

Nurses say they could now go for days in a ward 
while rarely having the opportunity to speak to col- 
leagues down the other end of the long football field- 
sized hallway. The reason is both new physical archi- 
tecture and new software architecture. Each worker, in 
their own respective pod, is tethered to the computer in 
isolation from others. All sorts of bells and alarms keep 
going off, and the human providing bedside care is un- 
able to keep up. 

Rank-and-file workers in the new Kaiser build- 
ing say they feel like they are in a prison, constantly 
hounded by the warden over their performance scores, 
exacerbating the feeling of isolation. The cumulative ef- 
fect of chronic stress from struggling with daily speed- 
up is causing many healthcare workers to seek mental 
health care themselves. 

COMMUNITY HOSPITALS UNDER STRESS 

But the system failure is nationwide, even in the 
public sector. Doctors Medical Center in San Pablo, 
Calif., faces the same problem all community hospitals 
across the country currently face. It relies on govern- 
ment funding to care for the poorest and sickest. It is 
forced to eliminate services because chronic budgetary 
shortfalls have been exacerbated by the proliferation of 
private HMOs enabled by Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) 
private exchanges. 

Patients are dying because of closed emer- 
gency rooms in their community hospitals. In 
an ACA environment, the private sector through 
private exchanges is growing rapidly at the cost 
of publicly funded community hospitals. 

We have to create a path out of this morass where 
extreme alienation comes from not only technology, the 
machine, but also machine-like thinking, dominating 
us and disconnecting us from each other. 


Refining oil is a dangerous industry, with dozens 
of refinery fires and over 100 workers killed in an aver- 
age year. Long-term exposure to toxic chemicals results 
in sickness and death not only for workers inside the 
plants, but in surrounding communities — which are 

usually mostly Black or La- 
tino and never rich. 

NO PROTECTION FOR 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

As if to illustrate what 
the workers are up against, 
on Feb. 18 a massive explo- 
sion blasted the ExxonMo- 
bil refinery in Torrance, 
Calif., which was not one 
of the facilities on strike. 
Four contract workers were 
injured. 

The police advised 
residents to stay inside 
with windows sealed — the 
“shelter-in-place” emer- 
gency procedure used as a 
fallback by authorities who 
haven’t bothered to provide 
real protections for people. 
Some 30 schools were also told to shelter students in 
place. 

Last November the Torrance refinery, where 
a worker was killed in 2009, was cited for 25 safe- 
ty and equipment violations, including a lack of 
emergency procedures related to respirators. 
Most of the plant’s recent violations stem from 
cutting corners or covering up accidents and haz- 
ards — business as usual at capitalist production 
facilities, where workers are always squeezed to 
produce more in less time at lower cost. 

The lives lost, crippled or shortened are viewed as 
a part of doing business. Workers and neighbors are 
pressured to accept these conditions as the price of get- 
ting jobs and revenue for community services. Environ- 
mental justice activists have long called this “environ- 
mental blackmail.” 

IT IS CAPITALISM THAT DESTROYS JOBS 

When workers demand better pay and safer condi- 
tions, and when communities demand an end to toxic 
emissions into their air, water and soil, capitalists and 
their mouthpieces howl that radicals and agitators are 
trying to destroy jobs. These same mouthpieces relish 
the way capitalist “progress” destroys jobs every day 
through automation, outsourcing or competition, which 
they celebrate as “creative destruction.” 

A “Green New Deal” or “just transition” — centered 
on creating millions of jobs through government renew- 
able energy programs plus training and compensation 
for workers thrown out of jobs — has been discussed as 
a basis for a labor-green alliance, but it is designed to 
moderate, not replace, the capitalist economy with its 
inherent tendency to disrupt industries and cause mas- 
sive unemployment. 

Mainstream environmental groups and union 
bureaucrats shy away from a total transforma- 
tion of this society. This parallels the mainstream 
environmental movement’s attempts to incorpo- 
rate the movement against environmental racism 
into the narrow horizons of existing NGO/foun- 
dation/Democratic Party politics. 

Support the striking oil refinery workers! Help 
fight the capitalists and at the same time challenge 
the ways would-be allies box in rank-and-file workers’ 
thoughts and goals. Support their reach for a totally 
new society where people aren’t forced to sell their la- 
bor power at the price of exploitation, lack of control 
over the labor process, risk to life and limb, undermin- 
ing the environment and climate, and poisoning them- 
selves, their families and their neighbors. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 

CTU strike frames vote 

Chicago — Election Day in Chicago, Feb. 24, made 
the historic nine-day Chicago Teachers Union strike in 
2012 a pivotal issue again as the candidate supported 
by the CTU forced Mayor Rahm Emanuel into a runoff. 

The $30 million campaign war chest of “Mayor 
1%” was not enough to buy him a majority, with 
voters making the election a referendum on 
union busting, privatization of public jobs, shut- 
tering services like mental health clinics in Black 
and Latino areas, and above all closing 50 public 
schools and overcrowding other neighborhood 
schools while paving the way for more privately- 
run charter schools. 

Illness prevented CTU President Karen Lewis 
from directly challenging Emanuel, and CTU-endorsed 
Chuy Garcia had no money. But endorsements from 
prominent Black and Latino Congressmen and from 
Barack Obama did not give Emanuel a majority in any 
Black ward, as issues of the 2012 strike and its wide- 
spread public support still festered. 

— Bob McGuire 


News & Letters photo/Urszula Wislanka 



Support picket line at Tesoro refinery in Martinez, Calif., on Feb. 1 2. 




COAL 
AND ITS 
PEOPLE 



Editor’s note: As a part of acquainting readers with 
News & Letters over its first 60 years, we spotlight here 
the regular feature “Coal and its People” which featured 
the voices of coal miners, many from West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. Below we excerpt from the introductory 
statement and a miner’s story, both from the initial June 
24, 1955 issue, when coal miners had long earned the 
title of shock troops of American labor. 

A Coal Section because... 

Morgantown, W.Va. — The coal miners of America 
have played, are playing and will play in the future, 
an important role in the shaping of the history of the 
United States. In the achievements of labor in this coun- 
try, the miners occupy a singularly important position. 
They have been in the forefront of the battles that have 
resulted in gains, both large and small, for the whole of 
American labor. The term “Shock Troops of American 
Labor” has been applied to them with good cause. 

And yet, it is not by accident that the miners occu- 
py this position. It is a natural result of the conditions 
of their work and the lives that they and their families 
lead. This knowledge, however, is known to very few 
outside of the ranks of the miners themselves. Most of 
the things that the public hears about the miners cen- 
ter around strike situations. The press that reports the 
occurrences is almost invariably prejudiced in favor of 
the company’s position. The miners themselves have no 
press wherein their views or positions are honestly pre- 
sented. There is, of course, The United Mine Workers 
Journal, but this official publication of the UMW gener- 
ally concerns itself with the dealings of high politicians. 
It’s a rarity to see anything of the day-to-day existence 
of the men appear in its pages. 

It is, nevertheless, the day-to-day experiences of 
the men that change their attitudes and aspirations. It 
is from an understanding of these circumstances that a 
true insight can be gained into why the miners act as 
they do, and why they must do it. 

The man I work with 

Fairmont, W. Va. — When I first got the buddy I work 
with, I had heard what the others had said about him — 
that he was lazy, didn’t want to work, made his buddy 
carry his load of work, and so on. But I knew that the 
company didn’t like him, so he must have something in 
his favor. 

No matter what it was that had to be done or how 
much, he had his one pace and that was slow. Nobody or 
nothing could change that. There would be times when 
I’d get real sore at him. 

Then I started to do some thinking. I began to re- 
alize that he wasn’t such a bad buddy at all. With the 
way things are in the mines now, he’s just right for me. 
The bosses are always on your necks trying to get you 
to put out more. But that just isn’t going to happen with 
a buddy like mine. We’ll go along and do our work, but 
there isn’t anything extra they can put on us. We work 
together fine now. 


Will UAW represent 
rank and file again? 

Detroit — There will be a laundry list of grievances 
presented at the United Auto Workers (UAW) union 
bargaining convention to be held in Detroit, Mich, in 
March. Many of these grievances have been festering 
throughout auto plants in the country since 2009, when 
General Motors and Chrysler went bankrupt. 

Since 2007, the contract has included a no-strike 
clause. Now that the UAW can strike after the contract 
expires, auto workers are watching to see what UAW 
president Dennis Williams will do. 

There is little question what the major focus for 
Williams will be. He has already given notice that a 
wage increase, which auto workers haven’t had for ten 
years, is a top priority. There is also speculation that he 
will try to eliminate the two-tier wage system now in 
effect, wherein new hires start at $14 an hour, or about 
half of the rate for long-term workers. This has long 
been a source of friction between recent hires and vet- 
eran workers, because a young worker doing the same 
job as an older worker gets paid half as much. 

Since the economic recovery, the auto companies 
have made billions of dollars in profits. The more than 
140,000 union auto workers naturally feel entitled to 
share in those billions, especially since it is their labor 
that has produced all of the billions in the first place. 

There are some indications that Williams will be 
restrained in his aggressiveness by his efforts to or- 
ganize unions at Volkswagen in St. Louis and at Mer- 
cedes-Benz in Alabama, to avoid the impression that 
he is a firebrand out to pillage the South. This attitude 
will not sit well with the rank-and-file auto workers, 
who need and want a fighter. — Andy Phillips 
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Miners inspired Marxist-Humanism 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: From the News and Letters pam- 
phlet The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1949-50 and 
the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. we excerpt 
from Raya Dunayevskaya’s “The Emergence of a New 
Movement from Practice that Is Itself a Form of Theo- 
ry,” on miners’ contributions to the philosophic birth of 
Marxist-Humanism. 


by Raya Dunayevskaya 

The dialectic of the 1949-50 Miners’ General 
Strike, as it was transformed from a Lewis-authorized 
strike that already had lasted some six months into a 
challenge to John L. Lewis himself, laid the ground for 
new ways of thinking. The historic rejection by the min- 
ers of Lewis’ order to return to work had imbued the 
old slogan, “No Contract, No Work,” with new mean- 
ing because of the totally new question the miners 
raised: “What kind of labor should man do?” In a word, 
by being concerned not just with the unemployment 
that is always caused by new machinery, but with the 
unbridgeable gulf between manual and mental labor, 
which the continuous miner widened, they were point- 
ing to new directions. 

I had for some years been developing the theory 
of state-capitalism. To me the Miners’ General Strike 
seemed to touch, at one and the same time, a concept 
Marx had designated as alienated labor and the abso- 
lute opposite to it, which Marx had spelled out as the 
end of the division between mental and manual labor. 

MINERS SHOW TODAYNESS OF MARX 

Indeed, the todayness of Marxism shone through 
brilliantly in the miners’ attitude to a passage I had 
read to them from Marx on the “automaton”: “The light- 
ening of the labor, even, becomes a sort of torture since 
the machine does not free the laborer from work, but 
deprives the work of all interest.” Even the fact that the 
miners did not know that this passage was from Marx 
created a translucence when they insisted that the man 
who wrote that must have been in their mine, it was so 
perfect a description of Automation, specifically their 
continuous miner which they called a “man-killer.” 

It led me to conclude that two new vantage points 
were needed for the book I had been working on, titled 
State-Capitalism and Marxism. One was that the 
American worker should become a point of departure 
not only as “root” of Marxism but as a presence today. 
I therefore proposed to my co-leaders in the Johnson- 
Forest Tendency (JFT) — C.L.R. James and Grace Lee 
Boggs — that a worker be present at future discussions 
of the drafts of the book. The second vantage point was 
to be the dialectic as Lenin interpreted it in his Ab- 
stract of Hegel’s Science of Logic. Four months before 
the strike erupted, I had finished the first-ever Eng- 
lish translation of that historic 1914 encounter of Lenin 
with Hegel and, with brief comments, had transmitted 
it to James and Lee. A three-way correspondence re- 
sulted, centered on the relationship of the dialectic to 
Lenin as well as to our age. 

While we seemed to be as one on the need to work 
out the relationship between objective and subjective 
for the state-capitalist age that Lenin had worked out 
for the monopoly stage of capitalism, that relationship 
between objective and subjective was spoken of only 
“in general.” Now, however, with an ongoing strike in 
progress, what had been a discussion of ideas assumed, 
to me, concreteness and urgency. Indeed, it gained a 
whole new dimension through what the miners were 
doing and thinking. 

KEY IS LABOR SOLIDARITY FROM BELOW 

The workers who had voted down Lewis’ order to 
return to work were already near starvation. Then, on 
Feb. 14, 1950, miners in Scotts Run voted for the mo- 
tion that “Red” and Andy brought to a meeting to es- 
tablish a committee of miners to go to the rank-and-file 
of other unions to ask for help. Clearly, a great deal 
more than just getting money was involved in that mo- 
tion. The point was how to do away not only with mere 
“charity” donations but with dependence on union lead- 
ers. Approving this motion signified establishing labor 
solidarity from below. Three days later, this motion was 
implemented at an area-wide meeting of local unions. 

It was on Feb. 15 — the day after the miners had 
taken the first action to establish that new Miners’ Re- 
lief committee — that James, Lee and I held the first 
meeting on the book at which a worker was present. 
(He happened to be the one who would soon arrange 
the largest meeting in Detroit to raise a caravan of help 
for the miners.) Here is the way I began my presenta- 
tion: “Just as the 1945-46 General Strike transformed 
the abstract Russian Question on property forms into 
one of actual production relations, so at present the 
struggle of the miners and the new content they have 
infused into ‘No Contract, No Work’ is what gave me the 
impulse to go into the essential dialectical development 
of Marx himself.” 

I then proceeded to trace Marx’s own development 


1843-73. It made clear Marx’s new historic points of 
departure that occurred in the 1860s. Ever since John 
Brown’s attack on Harpers Ferry, Marx had been talk- 
ing about a new epoch that was dawning, which was 
sure to bring about a civil war in the U.S. In discuss- 
ing how Marx began once more to rework Capital in 
1865-67, 1 said: “There is the Jamaican Negro revolt in 
1865. There was the Polish revolution, 1863. Then there 
are the Factory Reports. Marx asks Engels for a pam- 
phlet on Machinery. He works out the average work- 
ing wage. The whole history now becomes the history 
of production, not the history of theory.” I concluded, 
“Dialectically, the problem 
of form is the problem of 
the contract today.” 

Many packages sent 
in the relief caravan con- 
tained the name and ad- 
dress of the worker who had 
sent it and who was asking 
for correspondence with 
the miner who received it. 

One miner summed up the 
feelings of many: “We have 
never had relief operate 
this way.” It was the rank- 
and-file to rank-and-file 
development that likewise 
opened a new stage in the 
consequences of this great 
movement from practice. 

Although the rank- 
and-file miners who were 
direct participants when 
I debated with Harry 
Braverman in Pittsburgh 
correctly predicted split 
[with the Socialist Work- 
ers Party (SWP)], we didn’t 
actually go through with it 
then. Just as 1950 was not 
over when the miners went back to work in March 1950 
but re-emerged the next year when they wildcatted 
over seniority in September 1951, so, though the JFT 
had not left the SWP when we submitted our document 
on “State-Capitalism and World Revolution” in August 
1950, we did finally leave Trotskyism for good and all 
in August 1951. 

FRACTURES IN JOHNSON-FOREST TENDENCY 

The shock was that it was also the beginning of the 
end of a united Johnson-Forest Tendency. Where I pro- 
posed that the first issue of the new paper we planned 
to issue should be devoted to the new miners’ seniority 
strike, Johnson (James) opposed. He insisted that “our 
membership and their friends are the only audience I 
have in mind for the paper. If a mighty bubble broke 
out, 500,000 miners vs. John L. Lewis, and shook the 
mine fields, I would not budge an inch from our pro- 
gram.” We then went “underground,” publishing only 
a mimeographed paper until 1953. It was during this 
period, 1951-52, that I continued my work on both phi- 
losophy and the book, writing a 54-page outline which 
I developed on the basis of the Feb. 15, 1950, meeting. 

The differences that developed between Forest and 
Johnson occurred, after all, in a most critical period 
both internationally and nationally — 1950-53. The Ko- 
rean War and McCarthyism were raging and the death 
of Stalin brought it to a climax. 

The death of Stalin lifted an incubus from my brain, 
and it was inconceivable to me that it wouldn’t do that 
for the Russian and East European workers. I looked 
forward to great explosions. Charles Denby (the Black 
production worker who was to become editor of News & 
Letters when finally the break between me and Johnson 
occurred) called as soon as his shift ended to tell me of 
the excitement in his factory as the radio blared the 
news of Stalin’s death. Each worker was saying that he 
had just the person to take Stalin’s place — his foreman. 

Denby felt the workers he knew would not only un- 
derstand the problems the Russian workers faced, but 
that they would find lessons for their own struggles 
against both the union bureaucrats and the company. 
He raised the question I had been discussing with him 
sometime before, on the 1920-21 Trade Union debate 
between Lenin and Trotsky. He said that if I could put 
that story in the framework of what the workers were 
experiencing right then, he would by happy to distrib- 
ute it to his fellow workers and tell me their comments. 
A NEW RETURN TO HEGEL’S DIALECTIC 

I spent the next few weeks writing the essay on 
that debate, which I called “Then and Now.” I decided 
also to send it to West Virginia and asked that our com- 
rades there should try to get the reactions of the miners 
to both Stalin’s death and the trade union debate. 

Once again I felt the compulsion to return to work 
on the Hegelian dialectic. What had begun in 1948 with 
the translation of Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks made 
me go this time directly to the Absolute Idea itself, six 
weeks before the actual first rebellion from under to- 
talitarianism did erupt in East Germany on June 17, 


1953, to be followed very shortly by revolt within Russia 
itself, in Vorkuta. 

In a letter on Hegel’s Science of Logic, I wrote to 
Grace on May 12, 1953: “I am shaking all over for we 
have come to where we part from Lenin. I mentioned 
before that although in the approach to the Absolute 
Idea Lenin had mentioned that man’s cognition not 
only reflects the objective world but creates it, with- 
in the chapter he never developed it.” In disagreeing 
with Lenin for telling us that the last half of the final 
paragraph of Hegel’s Logic is unimportant, I argued: 
“But, my dear Vladimir Ilyitch, it is not true; the end of 

that page is important; we 
of 1953, we who have lived 
three decades after you and 
tried to absorb all you have 
left us, we can tell you that. 
You didn’t have Stalinism 
to overcome, when transi- 
tions, revolutions seemed 
sufficient to bring the new 
society. Now everyone looks 
at the totalitarian one- 
party state; that is the new 
which must be overcome 
by a totally new revolt in 
which everyone experiences 
‘absolute liberation.’” 

I concluded the let- 
ter of May 12 by insisting 
that I agreed with Lenin’s 
interpretation of Nature 
as practice and could see 
why he was so attracted 
to it and stopped there, 
but that I would continue, 
as Hegel advised, to the 
other “sciences” where he 
first concludes his view of 
the Absolute, Nature and 
Mind. The next week, on 
May 20, 1 concentrated on the final three Syllogisms of 
Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind — paragraphs 575, 576 and 
577. Where Para. 575 at once established that practice, 
too, is “implicitly the Idea,” and in Para. 576 Hegel still 
says “philosophy appears as a subjective cognition,” it is 
only in Para. 577 that the unification of the two — theo- 
ry and practice, subjective and objective — takes place. 
And while I was excited enough to then say: “We have 
entered the new society,” the new for our age was the 
fact that practice, as “implicitly the Idea,” meant to me 
that mass practice is itself a form of theory. 

BIRTH OF A NEW HUMANISM FOR OUR AGE 

Silence on the part of my co-leader became intoler- 
able once I had written those letters — that is to say, 
once I had written out all that had been churning in 
me ever since 1948 and my translation of Lenin’s Ab- 
stract of Hegel’s Science of Logic, once I had experi- 
enced in the post-World War II period what Lenin had 
undergone at the simultaneity of World War I and the 
collapse of the established Second International; once 
I had grasped the concept of philosophy as action, as 
giving action its direction, and the following year had 
experienced that magnificent Miners’ General Strike; 
once spontaneity appeared in an altogether different 
form in 1953 in East Germany, where the first revolt 
ever from under the heel of Stalinism raised the new 
slogan of “Bread and Freedom.” 

I tried not just philosophically but concretely to 
work out what these new movements from practice sig- 
nified. I didn’t fear the “Absolute” once I saw it as so 
new a unity of theory and practice as to signify both to- 
tality and new beginning. It was, indeed, this new con- 
ception of the movement from practice that was itself a 
form of theory that dictated the form in which I cast the 
work on which I had been laboring for some ten years. 
The book I had variously referred to as “Marxism and 
State-Capitalism,” “the Marx book,” and “the Lenin 
book,” I now (in 1957, when I was free of Johnsonism 
and no longer restricted by factionalism) called Marx- 
ism and Freedom, from 1776 Until Today. 

I could then openly dialectically declare: “This book 
aims to reestablish Marxism in its original form, which 
Marx called ‘a thoroughgoing Naturalism or Human- 
ism.’” Moreover, the Introduction proceeded to explain 
the new way of writing: “No theoretician, today more 
than ever before, can write out of his own head. Theo- 
ry requires a constant shaping and reshaping of ideas 
on the basis of what the workers themselves are doing 
and thinking. At least, it dictated the method by which 
this book was written. This work is therefore dedicated 
to the autoworkers, miners, steelworkers and student 
youth who have participated so fully in the writing of 
this book. They are its co-authors.” 

As Andy Phillips put it: “To some, many of the 
things the miners did seemed spontaneous, as though 
the actions came from nowhere. Just the opposite is 
true. The spontaneity of the miners flowed from their 
own repeated collective thought and action that preced- 
ed their ‘spontaneous’ activity.’” 


A PIVOTAL MOMENT FOR LABOR AND FOR 

REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT 

The Coal Miners’ General 
Strike of 1949-50 and the 
Birth of Marxist-Humanism 
in the U.S. 

Participants telling their 
story include — 

• A Missing Page from 
American Labor His- 
tory, by Andy Phillips 

• The Emergence of a 
New Movement from 
Practice That Is Itself 
a Form of Theory, by 
Raya Dunayevskaya 


Order for $10 + $2 postage from News & Letters. 
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The todayness of Selma, USA, 1965 


60 YEARS OF N&L 


Editor’s note: As a part of acquainting readers with 
coverage of the forces of revolution in News & Letters 
over its first 60 years, we here reprint from February 
1965 “Continuing Magnolia Jungle terror exposes real- 
ity of ‘Great Society’” by Charles Denby, founding editor 
and Worker’s Journal columnist until his death in 1983. 
He wrote this in the midst of the bloody campaign for 
voter registration in Selma, Alabama. 

by Charles Denby 

The arrest of over 3,500 Negroes in Selma, Ala., in 
three weeks just because they tried to vote, the sight of a 
Negro woman pinned to the ground by three fat deputies 
of Sheriff James Clark while Clark beat her face in with 
his billy club, the sight of a long line of Negro high school 
and grade school boys and girls who demonstrated in 
support of their parents’ right to register and then were 
forced to run three miles with police billy clubs and elec- 
tric cattle prods jabbed into their backs and ribs — these 
things expose the great lie of President Johnson’s Great 
Society for all the world to see. 

During the [1964] election campaign, Negroes 
were yelled at by everybody, es- 
pecially their own leadership, to 
stop their demonstrations and 
to give the administration and 
the Civil Rights Bill a chance to 
work out the issues. Just a week 
before the Selma demonstra- 
tions broke out, Roy Wilkins, 
head of the NAACP, said on a 
nationwide TV interview that 
he did not think Negroes would 
demonstrate in 1965. He said 
the Negroes would wait to see 
what the government would do 
in enforcing the Civil Rights 
Bill, and if it did nothing that it 
would catch hell in 1966 demon- 
strations. 

GREAT SOCIETY EXPOSED 

What Wilkins could not 
see was perfectly clear to the 
Negroes. The Johnson Admin- 
istration had already been 
openly exposed by the Mis- 
sissippi Freedom Democratic 
Party when they challenged 
the official white Mississippi 
Democrats who had supported 
Goldwater — and the majority in 
the Great Society’s Congress sup- 
ported those race haters. 

There is also the question of the tests the Negroes 
must pass to be eligible to vote. After many of the lead- 
ing law brains in Detroit took the test, 95% of them 
failed it, even Detroit’s anti-Negro prosecutor Olsen. It 
would not be surprising if LBJ failed the test — and yet 
they say anyone with a sixth-grade education should be 
qualified to vote in the South. 

FEDERAL RULING A JOKE 

Since the demonstrations President Johnson was 
forced to declare at a press conference that every citizen 
in the country should be allowed to vote, and that this 
even included those in Selma. But every Negro in the 
South knows that there is a wide space between words 
and actions. While the President was saying it, the U.S. 
District Judge in Mobile, Ala., issued an order which 
was described as one that would “speed up” registration 
of Negroes. In reality he was turning down the appeal 
by the Selma Negroes for an order compelling the Dal- 
las County Board of Registrars to meet more often than 
two days a month. 

When we think of any Negro mass movement in 
Alabama, we must also think of Governor Wallace. In 
every city, large or small, he has a Bull Connor at the 
head of his law enforcement who does not care one bit 
about human rights or the Federal Constitution. The 
only language he knows is his own law and disorder. 

Selma’s Bull Connor is Sheriff Clark. And if Sheriff 
Clark ordered those Negroes trying to register to vote 
to jump into the Alabama River that practically runs 
through Selma, and they refused, this would be refus- 
ing to obey law and order. 

When the ruling came down from the Federal judge 
ordering Sheriff Clark not to interfere with those trying 
to register to vote, the joke was that at the same time it 
gave Sheriff Clark the right to keep “law and order” at 
the county courthouse, so that he and his deputies had 
a clear hand to do as they pleased. 

It gave him the right to force the Negroes to go in 
the back door of the Court House to try to register. It 
was after the ruling that he beat the Negro woman in 
the face, grabbed another woman by the back of the 
neck and rushed her that way for a whole block, and 
threw her in a patrol car, kept arrested Negroes in an 
open compound in a cold rain, and poked cattle prods 
in the ribs, backs and heads of adults and youngsters. 

All of this was done in the presence of federal offi- 
cers who are supposed to see to it that people are treat- 


ed justly. These federal officers across the street taking 
notes, what are they writing down? If they took their 
pencils and wrote down one word on every page, they 
would have the issue at stake. That word is freedom. 

To Sheriff Clark, Governor Wallace and the race 
haters in Selma, the fact is simple. In Dallas County, 
where Selma is the county seat, there are 15,000 Ne- 
groes of voting age and 14,440 whites. There are only 
355 Negroes registered so far, compared to 9,543 whites. 

Senators Eastland and Stennis, Democrats from 
Mississippi, blame “Communist forces” inside and out- 
side the U.S. for hoping to fan the fire of racial hatred 
in the Southern states. They never mention the KKK, 
White Citizens Councils or Birchites as the fomenters of 
racial hatred. To them any Negroes trying to register to 
vote in the South must be subversive because they know 
that when the Negroes get the vote, Eastland and Sten- 
nis will not be allowed to sit in Washington to continue 
spreading slander about the inferiority of Negroes in re- 
lation to whites. 

A NEW CHAPTER IN HISTORY 

The Negro Revolution has 
made some greatly needed prog- 
ress when it has hit a place like 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., the home of the 
University of Alabama, and the 
birthplace of the KKK in the state. 
When the revolutionaries there 
meet little or no opposition in de- 
segregating restaurants, that is a 
new chapter in history. 

This movement in Selma has 
also had a big impact on Negro 
teachers. It has given them the 
courage to join in the struggle. 
Ever since the Supreme Court 
decision outlawing separate but 
equal education in the South, Ne- 
gro teachers have been the target 
of pressure by the white-controlled 
school boards. Hundreds and thou- 
sands have been fired from their 
jobs for having membership in the 
NAACP, a much lesser crime in 
the South than registering to vote. 

But this year, practically every 
Negro teacher in Selma, and there 
are no white teachers in a Negro 
school there, joined in the registra- 
tion battle. Over 100 marched to 
the courthouse together and were 
arrested while they were cheered 
for their actions by their students and the parents of 
the students. They even marched at night to show that 
night-time registration is needed. 

They are making revolutionary changes all over 
the state. A Negro teacher in Lowndes County — which 
is almost all rural and has a population of 15,447, 80.7% 
of which is Negro, with not one registered to vote — said, 
’’We’re next, and all of us are anxious to get going.” She 
said there is not the slightest bit of fear among any of 
the Negroes, even though it has been predicted that the 
whites in Lowndes County will react violently to the 
Negroes. “We feel that freedom is something worth dy- 
ing for,” she said. “Because even if some get killed, oth- 
ers will carry on until we achieve full human dignity.” 

One teacher in Selma said that what amazed her 
was the fact that even some local whites took part in 
the demonstrations. She wrote News & Letters that the 
day after the order was given to Clark not to interfere, 
some white youth standing on the corner yelled to the 
Negroes marching to the courthouse to “Keep on going, 
you have your rights.” They were the first ones that 
Sheriff Clark arrested, she said. 

NOTHING CAN STOP IT 

Nothing anybody can say or do can stop the forward 
march of the Negroes. Even the Negro leaders cannot 
stop it. They seem to sit on the fence until the struggle 
is in high gear, and then jump off running so they can 
say, “We were there too.” The Congressmen that went 
to Selma made their position clear before they left. One 
of them, from California, said they were not going to 
“test” anything. They were not even going to stay over- 
night, they were just going to see for themselves what 
was going on, as though they did not know. 

What is happening in Selma is felt all over the 
country. In the factories of Detroit, Negro and white 
workers feel it, but they do not talk to each other about 
it. There is a block. Reuther and the UAW leadership 
have not taken an open stand on what is going on down 
South, or in the North. But what Reuther does is say 
what the federal government ought to do, not what the 
union ought to do. He doesn’t commit either the union 
or himself. He says the federal government should su- 
pervise the registrations down South. 

Even though the Negroes do not have the support 
of many people that are in positions of power to help 
them, like the labor leaders, and still keep on their fight 
to get their freedom against the power of the segrega- 
tionist South, something is still very much in need. The 


point just can’t be to fill up the jails. They have been 
filled before and are being filled now as the Negroes 
fight for their freedom. Filling jails is not the goal. 

What is needed now is a philosophy of freedom, a 
total view, to give all of these actions some meaningful 
direction. Without a view that can bring these forces 
working for freedom together, white and Negro, youth 
and workers, to help them move together in a way that 
will get their freedom, jails will be filled for nothing. 

All the changes that have been won in race rela- 
tions in the past three years — and they are greater 
than anything that has happened in the South, and 
in the North, for 100 years in this country — can all be 
lost. The battle of the Negroes in the South is not just a 
question of the right to vote, but a question of making 
this country a better place for every human being. It is 
a question of individual freedom and human justice for 
all people, not some abstract slogan called the Great 
Society. A great society can be reached all right, but it 
will only come when all of the forces moving for freedom 
come together and move together. 


PHILOSOPHIC DIALOGUE 


On the 1953 tetters 

Because, for Hegel, subjectivity and objectivity 
constitute the same unit in opposition, in his work we 
witness subjectivity coming out of objectivity. For ex- 
ample, Science of Logic is divided into objective (Be- 
ing and Essence) and subjective (Notion) logic. When, 
in the last part of the Doctrine of Essence, objectivity 
finds itself equal to itself in the form of reciprocity, we 
make the big leap toward the subjective notion: It is the 
transition from necessity to freedom which constitutes 
the very essence of the whole movement from Being 
to Notion — but that just now, after all its self-develop- 
ment, has come to the fore. This reminds us of Marx 
saying that the realm of freedom must emerge from the 
realm of necessity; this means that, only after the hu- 
man race has taken control of the capitalist means of 
production and put them at its own service, can it begin 
constructing a new — human — world. 

In the Idea of Cognition section from the Doctrine 
of the Notion, we see an opposite movement: it is the 
subjective Idea of the Good creating, only by the force 
of its will, the objective world. This movement comple- 
ments itself with the transition from this Practical 
Idea, through itself, to the Absolute Idea: the merging 
of subjectivity and objectivity, of the Theoretical and 
the Practical Ideas in the same unit. 

In Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind, we can see again 
the transition from objectivity to subjectivity: it is the 
Free Mind that has left behind “all that interferes with 
its universalism.” From here we go to Absolute Mind, 
where we find the final three syllogisms: Logic-Nature- 
Mind; Nature-Mind-Logic; Mind-Logic (Idea)-Nature. 
In these syllogisms, we witness the same spiral move- 
ment of subjectivity (Mind) coming out of objectivity 
(Nature) and, at the same time, subjectivity (Logic) giv- 
ing birth to objectivity (Nature). 

In her May 20, 1953, Letter (see Jan. -Feb. 2015 
N&L), Dunayevskaya interprets the Hegelian dia- 
lectic in a revolutionary way. In her May 12, 1953, 
Letter (Sept.-Oct. 2014 and Nov. -Dec. 2014 N&L), 
she had already seen that Science of Logic didn’t 
end (as Lenin believed) with the mere transition 
from the Theoretical to the Practical Idea, but 
with the merging of both in the Absolute Idea. 

Now, at the end of Philosophy of Mind, she real- 
izes that “the movement is from the logical principle or 
theory to nature or practice and from practice not alone 
to theory but to the new society which is its essence.” 

Furthermore: “Nature, standing between the Mind 
and its essence, sunders itself, not indeed to extremes 
of finite abstraction, nor itself to something away from 
them and independent — which, as other than they, only 
serves as a link between them: for the syllogism is in the 
Idea and Nature is essentially defined as a transition- 
point and negative factor, and as implicitly the Idea.” If, 
for her, Nature can be translated as Practice, and this 
is the mediation between Logic and Mind, then Nature/ 
Practice is the idea in itself. 

What philosophical-political conclusions can be 
made? 1) That practice is itself a form of theory, as prac- 
tice is the Idea in itself; therefore, the actions of the 
masses are forms of theory in themselves. This breaks 
completely with the vanguardist idea of the “backward- 
ness of the masses.” Dunayevskaya dedicated her first 
book, Marxism and Freedom, to making this clear. 

2) However, practice alone is not enough to bring 
a new world; we should develop this theory implicit in 
practice itself — and for doing so, our theory should be 
rooted in dialectical philosophy. That would explain 
the main objective of her second book, Philosophy and 
Revolution. 

3) Just this total merging of the Theoretical and 

the Practical Idea can give birth to a new world: it is the 
Absolute Idea and the Absolute Mind that Dunayevs- 
kaya read as entering a new society. — G.W.F. Hector 
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REVOLT AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION, FROM GREECE TO SYRIA 



Your online statement “On Greece 
and Syriza: Against the inhumanity of 
austerity, we pose the fullness of human 
liberation!” makes clear how political 
parties should root political actions not 
just in tactics and strategies but in a hu- 
manist philosophy of liberation. Without 
that, although they speak “anti-imperi- 
alist” language, they are nothing. But 
as the statement says, the rank-and-file 
(workers, youth, women, national 
minorities), whose demands 
made possible the electoral 
triumph of Syriza, “are those 
best-placed to move beyond 
the failings and blind spots of 
Tsipras and others who may 
fall short of asserting human 
liberation as the ultimate goal. 

It is they who command our deepest 
solidarity.” 

Revolutionary 

Mexico 

Your statement on Greece poses 
serious questions about the revolution- 
ary character of Syriza. I agree with the 
basic premise that revolutionary forces 
cannot build a revolutionary movement 
in alliance with fascists. We should be 
declaring war on all fascists, driving 
them out of the political realm forever. 
Narrow nationalism of whatever sort 
is the counter-revolution in theory and 
practice. It is no wonder that the Stalin- 
ists and fascists find common ground 
in Russia today. Ultimately true revo- 
lutionary change is impossible via the 
electoral path. It will be the masses in 
arms, liquidating the entire bourgeois 
structure, abolishing the standing army 
and police, that will carry the revolution 
to its ultimate victory. Activist 

New York 

Syriza doesn’t claim to be anti- 
capitalist. It has a clear mandate to fix 
capitalism. I am convinced that Tsipras 
has read Gramsci and Laclau. He is not 
going to go for unpopular left-wing re- 
forms before he establishes a hegemony 
and a clear social consensus. That is 
why the priorities of his government are 
the renegotiation of the debt and the 
“social salvation” plan. Nevertheless, 
the government’s program is the most 
socially progressive the country has ever 
seen. Given the circumstances, a coali- 
tion with Independent Greeks was the 
most sensible choice. IG are conserva- 
tive and nationalist, but they look like 
progressives compared to Golden Dawn 
or even New Democracy. They favor re- 
verting unjust reforms, raising the min- 
imum wage, taxing the oligarchy, etc. A 
real revolutionary change would not rely 


just on political change, but on a wider 
shift in consciousness and praxis. What 
catapulted it to power was the support 
of the middle classes. Syriza is in this 
sense conditioned by the individualistic 
and consumerist expectations of its elec- 
toral base. The important thing is that 
the social movements make use of the 
opportunities afforded by Syriza’s win, 
and also avoid the pitfalls. The hot issue 
right now is demobilization, since 
all the desire for social change 
is channeled towards state 
power. While many of the so- 
cial struggles of the last few 
years were about reinstat- 
ing the “public,” a lot of them 
were about the “commons.” We 
should find a space for the lat- 
ter in the public agenda and find a 
way to open a dialogue between Syriza’s 
“return to growth,” top-down, capital- 
driven program of economic reforms on 
the one hand, and the commons-based, 
peer-to-peer, cooperative, autonomous 
alternatives on the other. T.K. 

Athens, Greece 

“On Greece and Syriza” is an excel- 
lent article. It takes up the inhuman- 
ity of austerity programs, which means 
poor people get poorer, those above pov- 
erty sink into it — women, especially 
single mothers, are hit hardest of all. 
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany 
could care less, while the new govern- 
ment in Greece is siding with the people 
and fighting against European imposi- 
tion of austerity. 

Kathy B. 

Northern Calif. 

Where do you get legitimate con- 
firmation that President Assad’s gov- 
ernment used chemical weapons on 
civilians in Syria and that Hamas rep- 
resentatives claimed responsibility for 
Naftali Fraenkel, Eyal Yifrach and Gi- 
lad Shaar (“Israel decimates Gaza as 
world faces global counter-revolutions,” 
Sept. -Oct. 2014 N&L )? I do not compre- 
hend how you report that Hamas, a re- 
sistance movement to occupation, does 
not represent the Palestinian people. If 
you have a direct poll consensus of Pal- 
estinian people or a list of statements 
and signatures of the masses of Pales- 
tinians, it would be supportive but in its 
absence it appears to be speaking for a 
people that does not seem to be fighting 
Hamas but rather colonial powers of the 
Zionist state! Who else is defending Pal- 
estinian people to the best of their abil- 
ity with their lives, not comments? I’m a 
U.S. New Afrikan prisoner and it’s con- 
fusing reading leftist papers in the U.S. 


while knowing the history of U.S. “intel- 
ligence forces” connections and control- 
ling of “media outlets.” Your view is that 
Hamas is doing more harm than good? I 
will conclude respectfully for the stance 
you do take against capitalism and im- 
perialism with your supportive paper. 
I am grateful for your free solidarity to 
prisoners. 

Sehu-Kessa-Saa Tabansi 
Frackville, Penn. 

Editor’s note: Hamas official Salah 
al-Aruri’s Aug. 20, 2014, claim that the 
Qassam Brigades of Hamas were re- 
sponsible for the “heroic operation” of 
kidnapping the three youths was widely 
reported. If we went by a poll, we could 
not say the U.S. government does not 
represent the masses. Revolutionaries 
need a deeper, dialectical view, which 
does not settle for the lesser of two evils. 
Let’s not ignore the evidence reported in 
the article you criticize showing how the 
masses understand that neither Hamas 
nor the Palestinian Authority is capable 
of representing their demands, and the 
meaning of the criticism from the youth 
often reported in N&L. Why deny reality 
in order to defend any and every entity 
claiming to oppose U.S. imperialism ? 
Even Hamas broke with Syria’s Assad, 
overseer of one of the most brutal prison / 
torture / genocide systems in the world. 
The article’s point is that the vision of 
revolutionary possibility embodied in the 
actions of masses in motion in the Arab 
Spring remains a revolutionary force in 
the world. 

“The Syrian Revolution and its phi- 
losophy” (Nov. -Dec. 2014 N&L) is a bril- 
liant article. Thank you for the perspec- 
tive and the aims with which you write. 

Student 
Durham, N.C. 

Workers 
are under at- 
tack in the 
“people’s re- 
publics” of 
Donetsk and 
Luhansk 
carved out 
of East Ukraine with Russia’s help. The 
Luhansk authorities banned indepen- 
dent unions, first of all the Independent 
Union of Miners. They threatened the 
life of its leader, Mykola Koziuberda, 
who had to flee. Mass media are forbid- 
den even to mention banned organiza- 
tions. In Donetsk, Ivan Reznichenko of 
the Independent Miners Trade Union of 
Ukraine was murdered — by pro-Russian 
separatists, according to a report. Sup- 
port the independent unions of Ukraine, 
in both East and West! Find out more at 
http://ukrainesolidaritycampaign.org/. 

Anti-imperialist socialist 
Midwest 


HERE COME THE REFORMERS! 

“Chicago teachers’ strike reviewed” 
(Jan. -Feb. N&L ) noted how “reform- 
ers” were conducting a relentless battle 
against fair and equitable education. Ev- 
ery time you hear the word “reform” in a 
political context, you always know that 
the poor and disenfranchised are going 
to suffer the brunt of those “reforms.” 

Reformed 

Wisconsin 

The unprecedented budget cuts 
that Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner wants 
to make in human services are nothing 
but a thinly disguised, calculated attack 
against the poor, including children, se- 
niors and the disabled. His Republican 
cronies call him “courageous” for his new 
budget, but he is a coward of the worst 
kind. He attacks the most vulnerable 
while leaving the rich untouched. It is 


crucially important that we fight back 
against these cuts, as for some people it 
is a matter of life or death. 

Disability rights activist 
Chicago 


WOMEN’S FREEDOM 

What is so transparent, so 
abhorrent, are folks who 
are fascinated by saving 
fetuses. I used to think 
they all just hate women 
(and yeah, many of them 
do, including the women 
anti’s). But now I think 
a large chunk of them are 
just on another planet and 
so inhuman in general that they de- 
lude themselves into believing they are 
good, that they themselves are humane 
because they care so much for a not- 
yet-human. What compassion! While 
they focus their attention on fetuses, 
they can easily be pro-war (death), pro- 
death penalty, anti-welfare, anti-pub- 
lic-education, anti-environment, pro- 
patriarchy (man as head of household) 
and still tell themselves they love people 
and god and are good and moral. Guilt- 
free. They are really wacked and I wish 
they’d just stay out of women’s vaginas 
and lives. 

Angry feminist 
Chicago 

Time and again, women are made 
the scapegoats for an economy that pro- 
vides fewer and fewer jobs. Ethel Dun- 
bar wrote in N&L about the women who 
worked in factories during World War II, 
when the men were in the armed forces 
overseas. Those factory jobs empow- 
ered the women, despite the racism and 
alienating capitalist mode of produc- 
tion. As Karl Marx had written nearly 
a century earlier, factory work brought 
people together in new ways with a po- 
tential for cooperation, a socialization 
which fueled the growth of workplace 
unions. But as Dunbar wrote, “as soon 
as the war ended, all the women were 
laid off.” Their newly discovered ideas 
of freedom were not erased, but lay 
dormant until the Women’s Liberation 
Movement exploded in the 1960s. 

Community activist 
Detroit 


AGAINST RACISM 

Marissa Alexander (see “Stopping 
violence,” Nov.-Dee. 2014 N&L) is out of 
jail on two years’ house arrest in a plea 
deal. Judge James Daniels overturned 
her first conviction, citing that the in- 
structions the jury had been given were 
wrong. For a few moments in November 
it looked like she might have to return to 
prison because she violated her deten- 
tion by running some errands. Her cor- 
rectional service counselor erroneously 
thought the errands — for buying clothes 
and going to the bank — were within the 
scope of her detention. Judge Daniels 
ruled that Alexander committed no will- 
ful violation. 

Kaitlin 

Chicago 

On a windy night, 28 degrees, 100+ 
students at Rhodes, a small college in 
Memphis, Tenn., held a candlelight 
vigil for the young Muslims murdered 
in Chapel Hill, N.C.: Deah Barakat, 
Yusor Mohammed Abu-Salha and Ra- 
zan Mohammad Abu-Salha. The media 
coverage has been disappointing, double 
standards glaring, but the words of the 
students and the attendance that night 
were heartening. 

Liz D. 

Memphis 


60 YEARS OF NEWS & LETTERS 


I saw the “60 years” banner and 
how about that as a great legacy to 
Raya and her vision all of those years 
ago! How much has changed and how 
much has remained the same. Racism 
and sexism may have evolved to not be 
as out in the open as the issues were in 
the 1950s, but I feel that the subtlety 
(or attempts thereof) of today’s racial 
and gender issues is more of a slap in 
the face. As much as things changed for 
people of color and women, so much re- 
mains the same if not worse. 

Robert Taliaferro 
Black River Falls, Wise. 
*** 

I hope in your looking back and 
forward in your 60th year of publica- 
tion you run articles by founding editor 
Charles Denby. He really was an excel- 
lent writer. I read his pieces in Ameri- 
can Civilization on Trial and the man 
could really get down to basics and at 
the same time probe deep into all the 
forms of racism in America. 

Avid reader 
New York 

Terry Moon’s essay on the Wom- 
en’s Liberation Movement and its 
history with News and Letters Com- 
mittees (“60 years of News & Letters,” 
Jan. -Feb. N&L) shows how different 
N&L was from the rest of the Left even 


back in the mid-1960s. When I was 
hanging around Colorado University 
in 1969-70, the male Left’s sexism was 
rampant. The WLM was considered 
to be a joke, except by the women who 
took a stand and said “No more!” When 
one of them offered me the WLM but- 
ton with the clenched fist inside the 
women’s symbol, I began wearing it 
immediately. Revolutionary 

New York 

Moon talked about how the Left 
treated the early Women’s Liberation 
Movement. Many on the Left today are 
no better. When I discovered News and 
Letters in the 1980s, I had become dis- 
gusted by the fact that many so-called 
Left groups thought they could get 
away with calling themselves “revo- 
lutionaries” while ignoring the WLM. 
Marxist-Humanism was and remains 
a “breath of fresh air” to me. Its philos- 
ophy of human liberation depends on 
the idea of woman as reason. Women 
are not just “included” in the organiza- 
tion but are inseparable from it and its 
philosophy. Suzanne Rose 

Chicago 

“The leap to freedom is from ne- 
cessity....” Thank you, Terry Moon. 

Miriam F. 

New York City 
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MARXIST-HUMANIST PHILOSOPHY IN THE WHIRLWIND OF EVENTS 


N&L is going strong with great cov- 
erage of the major domestic and interna- 
tional events. Wow, what a whirlwind we 
have had the past 6-12 months. Thank 
you for showing that freedom’s drive 
seems irrepressible and for continually 
articulating Marx’s core vision of a free, 
humane, human society. I am so heart- 
ened by the youth activism around po- 
lice violence. What a time to be alive! 
Even the Republicans feel compelled 
to talk about economic inequality! The 
link between economic destruction, com- 
munity dissolution and police state re- 
pression, both federal and local, is clear 
even to the minimally attentive citizen. 
The time is ripe for a clear Marxist- 
Humanist message as an alternative to 
the corporate-controlled political parties 
and media of the U.S. Prisoner 

Bastrop, Texas 

*** 

If the lyrics of “Glory” weren’t per- 
fectly clear, “Justice is juxtapositioning 
us/justice for all ain’t specific enough/ 
It’s why Rosa sat on the bus/It’s why 
we walk through Ferguson with our 
hands up...” John Legend and Common 
drove the point home in their Oscar ac- 
ceptance speeches: “Selma is now... we 
see you, we are with you.” Although the 
word “glory” in Black music refers to a 
religious transformation, it can certain- 
ly represent a new, human society as 
well, rooted in the kind of freedom Raya 
Dunayevskaya’s May 20, 1953, letter 
discovered in G.W.F. Hegel’s Philosophy 
of Mind. “Free will in a new 
social order... not the free 
will of the Ego. . .but the free 
will of the social individual.” 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroit 

Through Marxist-Humanism I have 
become aware of the power of abstrac- 
tions, i.e., how they are essentially the 
determining factor through which we 
humans structure our social relations 
with other humans. That awareness 
prompted me to examine all my present 
social relationships from the standpoint 
of the Marxian concept: humanism as 
the expression of the manner in which 


a human being is human to another 
human. The change agent is the social 
entity of the new society struggling to 
transcend the perversity of capitalist re- 
lations. The perversity lies in the nature 
of capital’s production process where 
dead labor dominates living labor and 
whereby humans have material rela- 
tions with each other and things have 
social relations. It is that inverse social 
relation which must be transcended if 
humanity is ever to really breathe free 
from all that interferes with it. Faruq 

Represa, Calif. 

Marxist-Humanism gives us a deep- 
er ground than Gramsci for understand- 
ing the relationship between philosophy, 
practice, and the mediation between 
both: organization (see “Philosophic 
Dialogue,” Jan. -Feb. N&L). Organiza- 
tion should be rooted in dialectical phi- 
losophy, as well as in the practice of the 
masses as itself a form of theory; with- 
out that, it is nothing. I had a friend who 
read Gramsci, Lenin, even Mao, and all 
the theoreticians who talk about organi- 
zation and “revolutionary intellectuals.” 
He concretized that into a vanguardist 
organization. He understood the idea of 
the “organic intellectual” as “Marxist” 
intellectuals inside the academy strug- 
gling against “traditional intellectuals” 
for hegemony of knowledge. For him, 
masses are not the social subjects; in- 
tellectuals are. The relation between 
theory, practice and organization can be 
developed from within MH 
itself, and in a more pro- 
found sense — for it is rooted 
in the absolute method. In 
Dunayevskaya’s Rosa Lux- 
emburg, Women’s Libera- 
tion, and Marx’s Philosophy 
of Revolution, as well as in her unwrit- 
ten book about organization and phi- 
losophy (examined in E. Gogol’s Toward 
a Dialectic of Philosophy and Organiza- 
tion), we can find several pathways for 
understanding and developing this rela- 
tionship. G.W.F. Hector 

Mexico 


SAVING THE PLANET 

Calling themselves the #Floodll, 
eleven activists who participated in last 
September’s Flood Wall Street action af- 
ter the People’s Climate March are re- 
fusing to pay fines related to charges of 
disorderly conduct. Instead, when their 
trial begins March 2, they plan to use 
the necessity defense to argue that Wall 
Street, through its investments in fossil 
fuels, is the real harbinger of disorder. 
Please see a collective statement from 
#Floodll and sign and circulate the pe- 
tition at http://systemchangenotclimat- 
echange.org/article/flood-wall-street- 
goes-trial. Pete R. 

Brooklyn 

*** 

Our tax money supported the devel- 
opment of nuclear fission, then the labs 
at Oak Ridge and Rocky Flats to figure 
out how to get lots of fissionable pluto- 
nium and uranium. The whole world put 
up with the fallout from nuclear tests in 
the atmosphere — a sacrifice that will go 
on for generations. Then we supported 
the outrageously expensive “Atoms for 
Peace,” which was a gloss on the need 
to generate plutonium for the cold war. 
Of all the public money for private en- 
terprises, that is the most horrible. 
The amount of student debt is about 
the same as what the administration 
is planning for the next decade to “up- 
grade” and “modernize” our nuclear ar- 
senal. A jubilee for the students would 
be a much better way to spend money 
than promoting the unspeakable filth of 
more nuclear enterprise with its impos- 
sible waste. Nuclear opponent 

Chicago 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Thanks again for your continued 
coverage of prison activism. Your com- 
mitment reminds me how important 
N&L is in a media environment that 
ignores the plight of two million second- 
class citizens of the U.S. in prison and 
the millions more who are out of prison 
but because they show up as ex-cons on 
background checks are legally allowed to 
be discriminated against. Prisoner 

Bastrop, Texas 


Wisconsin spends $100 million a 
year locking up parole violators who 
have done almost nothing, yet Gov. Walk- 
er intends to cut $300 million from the 
University of Wisconsin’s budget to alle- 
viate a nearly 
$3 billion 
shortfall — to 
gut education 
to the point 
that almost 
ensures that 
mass incar- 
ceration will 
continue. It’s another way to disenfran- 
chise the Black community without poll 
taxes. 

Prisoner 
Black River Falls, Wise. 

I am a politicized prisoner who is 
very interested in your newspaper but at 
the current moment I’m without funds 
and would like if you can please provide 
me with a donor subscription. I highly 
appreciate your time and assistance. To- 
gether we can end all oppression! In love 
and struggle supreme, 

Prisoner 
Huntingdon, Penn. 

*** 

I like everything about this paper 
because it keeps me updated on what’s 
going on in the SHU. After five years in 
the Corcoran SHU, I know the struggle 
we convicts are going through. A lot of 
mistreatment is going on. Your newspa- 
per exposes those doings. I’m about to 
get out after doing 13 years and I’d like 
to continue getting the paper so I can 
continue to know the truth about what’s 
going on in the mind of the Beast. 

Prisoner 
Represa, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to N&L? It 
will be shared with many others. 
Prisoners are eligible to continue 
their subscriptions when they first 
get released, at a time when the sys- 
tem tries to make them forget the 
struggle. 
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Letter from Mexico 

Guerrero in a national focus 


by G.W.F. Hector 

Mexico City — On Jan. 31 around 100 members of the 
community police of Guerrero went to Chilpancingo, 
the capital of the state, to protect its people from 
narco-traffickers and state 
violence. They were sum- 
moned by the people them- 
selves. However, the official 
police didn’t let them in. Be- 
cause of this, the communi- 
ty police moved to a small 
town, Petaquillas, seven 
miles from Chilpancingo, 
where the community re- 
ceived them. 

Seven days later, 
the army tried to enter 
Petaquillas to apprehend 
the community police. 

However, the population 
defended their police with 
sticks and stones. They 
even captured six soldiers, releasing them hours later. 
The army decided to withdraw. 

IDEAS BECAME PART OF THE STRUGGLE 

One could be tempted to say that this was just an 
act of strength, a battle won by force. However, by put- 
ting their bodies between the army and the community 
police, by accepting and sheltering the latter in their 

Marx and Transgender 

Leelah Alcorn’s last words, making her suicide 
an appeal for Transgender people to be “treated like 
humans” and to “fix society” if her death is to “mean 
something” were stunning. Her words are reminiscent 
of what Karl Marx wrote in his 1844 humanist writings 
about the need for people to be “treated like humans” 
and live in a “human world.” 

What Marx contrasts to a human world is the 
“upside-down” world of money exchange with its “con- 
founding and confusing of all natural and human quali- 
ties.” In our alienated world money can actually be ex- 
changed for “love.” When Marx says “you can exchange 
love for only love,” he shows that this can be realized 
only through “self-deriving humanism.” 

Marx’s point of contention with Hegel is that this 
act of emergence cannot be abstract or formal but only 
as a “corporeal” human being whose activity unites 
both idealism and materialism as it reflects back in- 
nate human objective powers (Marx-Engels Collected 
Works, Vol. 3, p. 336). 

MARX SPEAKS TO/FOR A ‘HUMAN WORLD’ 

Though Marx didn’t write about Queer and Trans- 
gender, innate objective powers which emerge instinc- 
tually are constantly expanding, transforming nature 
and human nature. Marx’s concept of “corporeal” or 
embodied dialectic speaks to a “human world” where 
Transgender people are “treated like humans,” because 
of his designation of what is specifically human species 
“life activity”: “free, conscious activity” in distinction 
from its appearing “only as a means to life” (276). 

This dialectical perspective of beginning from “life 
activity” is the most objective and empirical in letting 
the material world, including the material basis of life 
in one’s body, speak for itself. Dialectics never sub- 
sumes the concrete under some abstraction. 

Though Marx enunciated his universal of hu- 
man species life activity in contrast to alienated 
labor in which one sells one’s ability to labor as a 
mere means to life, the most fundamental relation 
he singles out is the man/woman relation because 
in it there is a “natural species relationship,” in- 
cluding material reproduction of the species. 

Through this direct natural connection between 
the sexes one can see the degree to which humans have 
attained their “species-being,” that is, the degree to 
which they are acting as “free, conscious” agents and 
the degree to which another human is needed as a hu- 
man (295-96) or a free, conscious agent. 

THE INDIVIDUAL IS THE SOCIAL BEING’ 

Alcorn’s message confronts a fundamental abuse 
and oppression of youth: not allowing one to freely de- 
termine one’s relation to one’s own body. The oppres- 
sors here happen to be Christian parents, refusing to 
acknowledge her freedom and exercising their power to 
stop her from undergoing treatments before reaching 
puberty. 

“Fixing society” can only come from the activity of 
the individual consciousness becoming a “theoretical 
existence as a social being.” That is why it is important 
to take Alcorn’s message seriously and to encourage 
others struggling with the same questions to work out 
a theoretical expression of a human world beginning 
from their own experiences. “Above all,” Marx contin- 
ued, “we must avoid postulating ‘society’ as an abstrac- 
tion vis-a-vis the individual. The individual is the so- 
cial being” (299). 

— Ron Kelch 


town, the community of Petaquillas put their ideas into 
the struggle as well: the right to autonomy and self- 
government. This was made clear by what the popula- 
tion shouted at the army during the confrontation: “Let 

the people have their 
own police, because you 
don’t do anything, you 
work for the narco-traf- 
fickers!” 

How is this action 
of self-defense related 
to the struggles for 
freedom on a major na- 
tional scale — specifical- 
ly, with the protests for 
Ayotzinapa seen in the 
last five months? (See 
“Letter from Mexico: 
Mexican protests deep- 
en,” Jan.-Feb. N&L.) 
Some say that the 
movement for Ayotzina- 
pa has come to an end, that the mass demonstrations, 
especially in Mexico City, haven’t shown a significant 
development recently. In some sense this may be true. 
At the same time, however, the struggles for autonomy 
in “rural” states like Guerrero, Oaxaca, Michoacan and 
Chiapas are becoming deeper. 

These movements are not a direct conse- 
quence of the protests for Ayotzinapa, but a re- 
sult of centuries of people’s organization. Never- 
theless, the Ayotzinapa protests have given them 
new life, and put them in a national focus. People 
throughout the country have turned to the mass 
movements going on in those states, and have be- 
gun to find there a source of practical and theo- 
retical inspiration for social uprooting. 

An important example is the proposal for boycot- 
ting the 2015 elections. This is not just not voting or 
annulling the vote, but aiming to actually prevent the 
elections from taking place. The idea was born from the 
popular movements in Guerrero. It has been accepted 
nationally. Trying to concretize it could be a crucial 
step in the construction of a people’s self-government. 

Returning to Petaquillas, Guerrero: What does 
an act of popular defense, like the one that took place 
there, tell us about the possibilities of deepening the 
social movement? What does it mean, theoretically and 
practically? These are questions that both mass move- 
ments from below and revolutionary organizations 
should try constantly to answer, in order to go forward 
on the road for freedom. 

Stop Israeli settlements 

Los Angeles — On Feb. 5, I joined six CODE Pink 
members and supporters at the Wilshire Blvd. RE/ 
MAX Mega Group to protest the illegal Israeli settle- 
ments in the West Bank of Palestine, and to speak to 
the owner of the franchise. 

RE/MAX is an international real estate corpora- 
tion that sells land and property in the occupied West 
Bank settlements to Jewish people only. CODE Pink’s 
flyer stated, “These settlements have displaced thou- 
sands of Palestinian families. ..and are in direct viola- 
tion of international law.” 

We entered their office lobby after 4:30 PM with 
signs such as “Every settlement is an obstruction to 
peace.” This caused their secretary to disappear from 
the reception desk. We decided to wait there until the 
office closed and confront the owner and staff as they 
left. But after 40 minutes, the secretary reappeared and 
listened to our group’s issues, after which she accepted 
several petitions and documents which explained the 
reason for our protest. 

— Participant 

King march transformed 

Los Angeles — The annual Martin Luther King 
march here on Jan. 19 was changed after Michael 
Brown, the unarmed Black teenager, was shot dead by 
the police in Ferguson, Mo., under circumstances that 
some called an outright murder. Young activists carried 
pictures of 21 youths who were recently killed by the po- 
lice. We lay down in the street, just like dead people af- 
ter being shot by the police, while another group vented 
their anger, shouting, “Don’t shoot, hands up!” 

Marchers carried signs saying “Black lives matter!” 
Other people had signs demanding criminal charges 
against the police who shot the youth. One protester’s 
sign quoted Dr. King: “An injustice to one is an injustice 
to all.” Another proclaimed, “I can’t breathe!” A Black 
woman stated that she has sent her two sons to live 
with relatives since she feared for their safety in L.A. 

The Black community is energized and angered 
by the brutality of the police. One observer stated that 
maybe the writing on the police car, “to protect and to 
serve,” means that the police serve the community of 
the cops rather than the people! 

— Mannel 
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by Suzanne Rose 

Several hundred people with physical and men- 
tal disabilities and their supporters blocked streets in 
Taipei, Taiwan, during a march and rally in November. 
Many lay down in the street while others held up signs 
to bring attention to the hurdles experienced by people 
with disabilities. They called for a law to uphold equal 
employment opportunities for people with disabilities. 

* * * 

In New Delhi, India, women and girls with dis- 
abilities are being dumped into mental hospitals and 
institutions by family members and the police with 
horrendous consequences. They face unsanitary con- 
ditions, risk physical and sexual violence and receive 
involuntary treatment, including electroshock therapy. 
Once locked up, they have little hope of ever getting out. 
* * * 

Nine months after a then Mississippi judge 
smacked a mentally disabled man and yelled “run, 

n , run,” a grand jury indicted him for “simple 

assault on a vulnerable adult.” Twenty-year-old Eric 
Rivers, who is Black and has special needs, was work- 
ing at a Canton, Miss., flea market when Judge Bill 
Weisenberger attacked him. 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

alienation and dispossession seen in the conquest of the 
Americas, and its genocide and slavery as the funda- 
mental building blocks of modern bourgeois society. 

That Syriza attempts to embody a form of anti- 
capitalist politics makes it the necessary object of 
revolutionary criticism. Its electoral victory was made 
possible by a worldwide movement, begun and inspired 
by the Arab Spring revolts. This world movement is 
profoundly anti-racist, cross-cultural and internation- 
al, as well as anti-capitalist. That’s why Syriza’s base 
includes workers, feminists, youth, environmentalists 
and LGBT people, the many voices of the 2011 occupa- 
tion of Syntagma Square in Athens. At such a time of 
ferment, revolutionary thought will either rise to the 
moment and develop further, or it will die. 

Nothing could be in greater contradiction to the 
movement that lifted Syriza to prominence than the 
parliamentary alliance with the racist, theocratic Inde- 
pendent Greeks party. They also opposed austerity, but 
from a far different position. This alliance has since led 
reactionaries and neo-fascists from Marine Le Pen in 
France to Alexander Dugin in Russia to hail Syriza as a 
potential model for their own plans. While party leaders 
may regard this alliance as necessary to bolster their 
stand against the European Union, European Central 
Bank, and International Monetary Fund, it was a slap 
in the face to many in the party rank-and-file. 

The way new Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras spoke 
with a forked tongue following the Feb. 21 concessions 
made to the austerity regime also represents a deep- 
rooted problem. In calling the negotiations “a decisive 
step, leaving austerity, the bailouts and the Troika,” 
Tsipras displayed Syriza’s pragmatism of “many levels 
of discourse,” telling an audience what it wants to hear. 

This led Greek Leftist Manolis Glezos to say, “The 
fact that the Troika has been renamed ‘the institutions,’ 
the Memorandum has been renamed the ‘Agreement,’ 
and the creditors have been renamed the ‘partners,’ in 
the same manner as baptizing meat as fish, does not 
change the previous situation.... For my part I apologize 
to the Greek people for having assisted this illusion.” 
DANGERS OF RETROGRESSION 

Tsipras’ pre-election visit to meet with the Serbian 
“Movement of Socialists” also remains troubling. These 
are the dregs of the tendency once spoken for by ren- 
egade Marxist humanist Mihailo Markovic, author of 
the Memorandum that became a warrant for genocide 
in Bosnia and Kosova in the hands of Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic. The party’s current leader, Alexan- 
der Vulin, serves as Serbia’s Minister of Labor, slashing 
workers’ wages and retirement and disability benefits. 

It would be easy to say, with the all-too-knowing 
attitude of the old Left, well, nothing is to be expected 
from the election of a party as contradictory, in some re- 
spects as compromised, as Syriza. That attitude cedes 
too much power to Tsipras and other leaders who are 
where they are only because masses of people rejected 
the logic of capitalism in opposing austerity. 

There is no escape from the problematic of our 
time, the sharpness of revolution and counter-revolu- 
tion contending while the prolonged global capitalist 
crisis refuses to end. Where is the needed banner of a 
total uprooting of the system and creation of new hu- 
man relations as the goal? 

The people who carried on the spirit of Syntagma 
Square by organizing mutual support, defending immi- 
grants, fighting the fascist Golden Dawn party, and by 
asserting their own voices as women, youth, workers, 
LGBT, immigrants, environmentalists and internation- 
alists are those best placed to move beyond the failings 
and blind spots of Tsipras and others who fall short of 
asserting human liberation as the ultimate goal. It is 
they who command our deepest solidarity. 
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Greece: postmodernism in power 


Yanis Varoufakis, the Finance Minister in Greece’s 
Syriza government, shows where postmodernist 
attacks on Marx lead politically. This self-declared 
“erratic Marxist” states forthrightly that the task of 
today’s Left is to 
save capitalism 
from itself, 

which requires 
“forging alliances 
with reactionary 
forces” (“How I 
became an erratic 
Marxist,” by Yanis 
Varoufakis, The 
Guardian, Feb. 

18, 2015). 

In his mind, 
capitalism’s 
collapse would 
only help the Right 
so it becomes 
the Left’s task to 
save European 
capitalism “to buy 
the time we need 
to formulate its alternative.” However, the agenda he 
lays out is all about saving capitalism, not formulating 
an alternative. 

THEORY ASSUMES LEFT’S POWERLESSNESS 

Why in Varoufakis’s mind is the Left not in a 
position to oppose capitalism instead of saving it? One 
clue is his total lack of mention of the actual movement 
in Greece, including one of the world’s most vibrant 
occupation and assembly movements, whose militancy 
Syriza worked to contain in 2011-12. 

He is correct that Marxist-Leninist and social 
democratic parties abandoned the category of freedom, 
which the Thatcher Right exploited. He does not grasp 
why. Beyond much of the Left’s attachment to defending 
the totalitarian and clearly unfree USSR and China 
as “socialist,” state-capitalism expresses itself in the 
administrative mentality that still pervades the Left, 
and for which leaving out freedom is no mere rhetorical 
mistake but a basic element of its attitude. 

In Varoufakis’s hands, freedom is reduced to 
indeterminacy and contingency, which he counterposes 
totally undialectically to economic determinism. 
This repeats the postmodernist post-Marxist 
argument of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s 
Hegemony and Socialist Strategy: Towards a Radical 
Democratic Politics, which uncouples freedom from 
the emancipation of working classes from alienation 
through the revolutionary transformation of the mode 
of production. It suffuses his muddled revision of 
Marx’s concept of labor. 

Not only does Varoufakis omit the domination of 

Detroiters fight to 
keep their houses 

Detroit — The number of Detroiters helping their 
neighbors resolve property tax foreclosure (approxi- 
mately 37,000 of the 62,000 foreclosed residences are 
occupied) has grown by leaps and bounds as community 
groups all over the city host meetings on what can be 
done. Every home saved is one less blighted property, 
one less property that would otherwise drag down the 
quality of life in our neighborhoods. Every resident 
helped is asked to spread the word and give back to the 
community. 

Volunteers at these workshops all said that what 
was rewarding was seeing residents — who had entered 
stoop-shouldered, looking worried, barely making eye 
contact — exit with their heads held high, smiling, be- 
cause they no longer feared losing their homes. 

A small, vocal coalition made up of Detroit Evic- 
tion Defense, Moratorium NOW! Coalition, People’s 
Water Board and Detroit Active and Retired Employ- 
ees Association, protested Mayor Mike Duggan’s “State 
of the City” speech last month. The coalition said that 
the State of Michigan needs to use federal housing as- 
sistance funds to keep people in their homes instead 
of using it to demolish vacant buildings. By paying off 
delinquent property taxes, further blight would be pre- 
vented and the city could use the increased property 
tax revenues for demolition. 

The surge in tax-foreclosed properties has become 
the latest form of class war in Detroit. Along with the 
water shutoffs and the massive amount of mortgage 
foreclosures since 2008, whole areas of the city face 
complete depopulation. Not only Nature but capital- 
ism abhors a vacuum and Black and poor people will 
be forced out while developers and speculators get 
rich. That is why it is so important for neighborhood 
residents to band together, so that the lofty words of 
the Mayor — “Every neighborhood has a future, and it 
doesn’t include blight” — become meaningful not only 
for developers and landlords but for those of us who 
have been here all along. — Susan Van Gelder 


dead over living labor as what characterizes capitalism. 
He replaces it with “quantification” of labor, which he 
conflates with its commodification. This is a way to 
smuggle “indeterminacy” into Marx’s central categories. 

DIALECTIC RE- 
PLACED BY INDE- 
TERMINACY 

On the basis of 
this revision, he blames 
Marx for the Left’s 
failures, insisting that 
we must “resist him 
passionately.” Marx, 
Varoufakis claims, 
knew “that capitalist 
dynamics spring from 
the unquantifiable 
part of human labor” 
and thereby “elevated 
radical indeterminacy 
to its rightful place 
within political 

economics.” He accuses 
Marx of toying with 
mathematical models so that Marx would not have 
to admit that his theories were “indeterminate” and 
“his ‘laws’ were not immutable.” The real target of his 
ire is Marx’s rigorously worked out law of motion of 
capitalism. Replacing it with “radical indeterminacy” 
justifies empiricist political oscillations — Varoufakis 
was earlier an adviser to Greece’s social democratic 
PASOK party — and pragmatic tactical maneuvers, 
while downgrading the role of a philosophy of revolution. 

Varoufakis is rooted in Laclau and Mouffe, who were 
intellectual leaders at the university where he earned 
his doctorate. They, in turn, took to its logical conclusion, 
via Louis Althusser, Mao Zedong’s perversion of Marxist 
philosophy. Mao revised the concept of contradiction 
to an indeterminacy, undermining Marx’s law of 
motion of capitalism. Laclau and Mouffe dismissed the 
Hegelian — and therefore also the Marxian — concept 
of totality because supposedly the necessity involved 
in mediation excludes all contingency. They thus 
vulgarized the Hegelian dialectic of self-determination 
into determinism. Their attack on dialectics leads to an 
absurdly implausible choice between binary opposites: 
absolute determinism or absolute contingency. 

The postmodern attack on totality and 
“essentialism” winds up denuding post-Marxist theory 
of its class nature and historicity, to paraphrase 
Dunayevskaya’s critique of Mao ( Philosophy and 
Revolution, p. 164). What constitutes and organizes 
social relations is now “discursive structure,” not, as 
Marx would have it, human praxis as it occurs within 
and against historically specific class structures and 
relations of production. 

Moreover, “‘Society’ is not a valid object of discourse” 
(Hegemony and Socialist Strategy, p. 111). Let us bow 
to Margaret Thatcher, who famously claimed, “There 
is no such thing as society”! A Left rooted in this line of 
reasoning may very well come to power, but should not 
be surprised when it loses the ideological battle to the 
Thatchers of the world. 

If “Society and social agents lack any essence” (p. 
98), then freedom is purely external to social agents, 
subjects of revolution do not create and determine 
themselves based on their social position and 
experiences, and there is no law of motion to society, 
no essence of capitalism, so abolition of capitalism is a 
merely contingent wish, not an essential goal. This is 
perfectly compatible with Varoufakis’s political actions. 

The “erratic Marxists” throw out Marx’s philosophy 
of revolution in permanence and its power to open doors 
to a society on totally new, human foundations. 

— Franklin Dmitryev 
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One of myriad demonstrations all through Greece (this one in Athens) against the austerity 
measures the European bankers want to impose on the Greek population. 


Budget cuts are 
death sentences! 

Chicago — On Feb. 19 I attended a program at the 
Chicago Temple-United Methodist Church concerning 
the horrendous state budget cuts that Illinois’ new gov- 
ernor, Bruce Rauner, wants to make. Over 250 people 
braved one of the coldest days of the year to raise their 
voices there, and at the outdoor Thompson Center rally 
that followed. Many talked about the effects the cuts 
would have on their lives. 

Rauner, who was called “an immoral man” by a 
clergyman who spoke, plans to gut vital programs rang- 
ing from mental health services to student loans. One 
woman spoke of how childcare cuts would mean the loss 
of her job and her healthcare. “But,” she added, “I can’t 
go on Medicaid because he wants to cut that too!” 

A disabled woman talked about how cuts to the 
homecare program could mean that she wouldn’t be 
able to hire people to help her anymore, including the 
aide who helps her get out of bed in the morning. My 
daughter is a person with disabilities, and I work as her 
personal attendant. If these cuts go through, I fear that 
they will cut the hours my daughter can pay me, leav- 
ing us without enough money to survive. I would also 
lose my health insurance and could no longer get the 
medications that keep me out of the hospital. 

Rauner’s $1.5 billion Medicaid cuts will have 
a devastating impact on those who depend on 
this program for their healthcare. “Some people 
will die from these cuts,” a woman at the rally 
said. Taxes that should be collected from the rich 
could fund these programs, but there was no 
mention of the rich in Rauner’s budget. It is all 
about taking whatever he can get from those who 
can least afford it. 

Rauner also called for an “aggressive review” of eli- 
gibility for enrollees in the health insurance program 
for low-income and disabled people. This implies people 
are lying about their incomes and disabilities. 

Cuts to homecare and disability programs will 
force more seniors and those with disabilities into 
nursing homes, such as the ones Rauner owns, making 
him richer. These nursing homes cost the state two to 
three times more than providing home services. What 
he would like to see for the ill is warehousing of people 
as is happening in prisons now. It flows from having no 
regard for the lives of people who aren’t like him. 

This is exactly in line with the logic of capi- 
tal. The owner of one large chain of nursing 
homes has openly stated that “assisted living” 
is the wave of the future and envisions provid- 
ing “services” at 20% cheaper than today’s nurs- 
ing homes. It is no coincidence that abuses have 
occurred in his institutions. This is the planned 
common future of the “baby boom” generation. 

These inhuman cuts today foreshadow what tomor- 
row’s capitalism has in store for us. Our lives depend on 
fighting this inhuman logic. — Suzanne Rose 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Lesbian teenager Jessie Hernandez was shot and 
killed by police in Denver on Jan. 26. Her supporters 
held a vigil that night, then demanded of District At- 
torney Morrissey that the investigation into her killing 
be transparent. Denver Freedom Riders, an anti-racist 
group, chanted, “Jessie’s life matters!” at the police sta- 
tion of the officers, Greene and Jordan, who killed her. 
The NAACP’s September 2014 report, Born Suspect: 
Stop-and-Frisk Abuses & the Continued Fight to End 
Racial Profiling in America, reveals that Queer people 
of color are most at risk for police profiling. 

* * * 

The China LGBT Awareness Campaign bravely 
launched the “Love Is Not A Choice” ad campaign just 
before Valentine’s Day. The campaign streams ads on 
social media sites, showing actual same-sex couples do- 
ing ordinary things. The ad reads, “Love is not a choice. 
We did not choose to be homosexual. We just are. Hap- 
pily, the world is big enough for all of us.” The text for 
photos of straight couples reads, “We did not choose to 
be heterosexual.” 

* * * 

The Tennessee Trans Justice Project has a mission 
to “shine a light on inequalities suffered by the trans- 
gender community, including: barriers to healthcare, 
discriminatory hiring practices, violence and assault.” 
The Project’s first major event was a Visibility March 
in Legislative Plaza in Nashville on Feb. 22 to increase 
Trans visibility, bringing awareness to Trans people 
who were murdered or who committed suicide. 

* * * 

Michael Mason, a pioneer of British GLBT journal- 
ism, died the weekend of Jan. 31. Mason was news edi- 
tor at Gay News from 1972 until the early 1980s, and 
then founded Capital Gay, which ran from 1981 until 
1995. Capital Gay’s reporting on the HIV pandemic and 
advice on safer sex is credited with saving the lives of 
many people, Queer and straight. 
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From Turkey to USA, women as reason fight inhumanity 


continued from p. 1 

“women should not focus on any career other than the 
career of motherhood.” These “suggestions” are backed 
up by incentives, like a $4,000 subsidy to couples that 
marry early, and university students who are married 
don’t have to repay some of their student loans. With- 
out publicity — and evidently without discussion — he 
has destroyed three state agencies created only after 
years of struggle to help women; and the list goes on. 

REVOLT REVEALS FREEDOM’S DIALECTIC 

With violence against women so out of control in 
Turkey, the sexual assault and murder of Ozgecan 
Aslan was no isolated event. But what is new — and 
what reveals the dialectic of freedom — is the reaction 
to it. It is this dialectic of freedom — self-development 
through contradiction — that we see everywhere when 
we look at women’s struggle for liberation and it is in 
that self-development that something new and chal- 
lenging emerges. 

It isn’t as if women don’t have a great deal to fight. 
So intertwined are repression and the revolt against it 
that it is sometimes difficult to gauge if what we are 
experiencing is the darkness before the dawn or the be- 
ginning of a deeper darkness. There are too many chal- 
lenges to take them all up. Here we can only point to 
a few: 

$ The rise of ISIS is marked by brutal destruction 
of women’s freedom and lives. Anyone disagreeing with 
their inhuman theocratic view is obliterated. Women 
are bought and sold in cities ISIS controls in Iraq and 
Syria; and they are not sold just once, but over and over. 
They and others, including children, are enslaved. If a 
woman has any kind of public life not sanctioned by 
ISIS, she is sought out and murdered, often after being 
tortured. 

5 In the U.S. the 
war on women’s repro- 
ductive lives and deci- 
sions is cruelly directed 
against poor women as 
theocratic right-wingers 
in state and national leg- 
islatures, as well as from 
local courts to the U.S. 

Supreme Court, make 
laws putting contracep- 
tion out of reach. They 
legislate laws delaying 
abortion for weeks un- 
til it is either more ex- 
pensive or illegal; drive 
abortion providers out 
of business with laws 
mandating unnecessary 
surgery-like facilities; strip abortion coverage — in some 
cases even when a woman’s life is in danger — from in- 
surance; and impose inhuman schemes aimed at sham- 
ing, intimidating, or outright lying to women in an ef- 
fort to take away a woman’s control of her own body. 

$ For decades women in Latin America have been 
murdered with impunity, so much so that women cre- 
ated a word to describe it: femicide (see “Language and 
death in Juarez,” Jan. -Feb. 2014 N&L). In Mexico six 
women are assassinated every day. Maria de la Luz 
Estrada, head of the National Citizen Femicide Obser- 
vatory, states: “The bodies show 20 or 30 blows. They 
slice off breasts and faces and throw the fragments in 
the garbage. In a macho society like Mexico, authorities 
are always questioning what the women did. What was 
she wearing? Was she sexually active?” The violence is 
endemic as well to Central America and when women 
and children flee for their lives they are locked up like 
prisoners by U.S. authorities and languish in jail-like 
conditions for months and even years. 

DOMESTIC WORKERS ORGANIZE 

Women fight back against all these oppressions, 
including against ISIS. For example, peasant women 
in Amerli, Iraq, helped fight off ISIS with weapons, in- 
cluding machine guns, for weeks. And the world now 
knows about the women of Kobane. As we wrote in our 
webpage statement, “Support the people of Kobane’s 
struggle for self-determination!”: “The thousands of 
brave women who are fighting in Rojava as equals on 
the front lines represent an entirely different idea of 
humanity than the IS’s misogynist thugs who have 
come from around the world to crush every expression 
of human freedom.” (See http://newsandletters.org/sup- 
port-people-kobanes-struggle-self-determination/.) 

Revolt erupts from those most trodden on and of- 
ten where it is least expected. In Lebanon, domestic 
workers — mostly women from other countries, includ- 
ing Nepal, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Madagascar and 
Ethiopia — have organized themselves into a union two 
years in the making despite threats of violence from the 
Lebanese government. Such a union is unprecedented 
in the Arab world. The Minister of Labor, Sajaan Azzi, 
tried to prevent their founding conference, directly 
threatening the organizers as well as saying the po- 
lice would attack the conference. The workers held it 
anyway. Two hundred made it to the founding meeting 


despite hundreds of workers being imprisoned in their 
employers’ houses and hundreds more being beaten 
and raped in an attempt to stop them attending. 

Lebanon has locked their workers into a catch-22 
with the Kafala system where the workers must be 
“sponsored” and the “sponsor” is almost always their 
employer. If they try to leave their jobs or fight for their 
rights, their sponsor/employer can cause them to lose 
their legal status. It is a system that seems designed to 



Ozgecan Aslan 


encourage slavery and abuse. 

Laws like this for migrant domestic workers ex- 
ist in most countries. In Hong Kong 300,000 domestic 
workers, mostly from Indonesia and the Philippines, by 
law have to live with their employers and earn only a 
fraction of the minimum wage. If the employers break 
or terminate their contracts, the workers have only 14 
days to find another job or they are forced to leave the 
country. 

The U.S. is no exception and includes U.S. citizens 
under exploitative laws passed with racist intent. Do- 
mestic workers/direct 
care providers, farm- 
workers, day laborers, 
tipped minimum-wage 
workers such as res- 
taurant workers, guest- 
workers, workers in 
so-called right-to-work 
states, taxi drivers, 
workfare workers, and 
formerly incarcerated 
workers are all excluded 
from the protections of 
most U.S. labor laws. 

As domestic work- 
ers worldwide organize 
to change conditions, in- 
cluding in the U.S., the 
depth of their demands 
as well as the exploita- 
tion of their labor can be gleaned by the demand of a 
Filipina worker in Lebanon who declared: “We want to 
be treated like human beings, like real workers.” 
WOMEN: REVOLUTIONARY FORCE & REASON 

Workers are treated so horribly in Lebanon that 
the Philippines now forbids its citizens from taking new 
work contracts there, which is especially significant 
considering that a large part of the Philippines econ- 
omy depends on remittances from workers abroad. Of 
course Lebanon’s Azzi rejected the workers’ appeal for 
recognition of their union. Nevertheless, the meeting 
itself was a huge victory and it heralds the beginning 
of the end of the Kafala system and a new step forward 
for women throughout the Middle East. 

When we look at women not just as revolu- 
tionary force but as Reason, we can see that what 
is being articulated by women worldwide is new. 
Women are not only railing against sexism and 
challenging men to change what is often deadly 
behavior and when not deadly, deeply oppres- 
sive; they are as well explicitly extending their 
critique to the state itself. 

Women in Lebanon know they are not only fighting 
their employers — who are quite often women — they are 
as well fighting a state that regards them as less than 
human and creates laws that allow them to be treated 
as such. After Ozgecan Aslan’s assault and murder, the 
anger of Turkish women was not only aimed at men, 
but at the state whose leaders, laws, and police force 
are seen as accomplices in her murder and in the op- 




Members of Illinois Choice Action Team escort women into clinics that offer 
abortion services, sheltering patients from often screaming mobs of anti- 
abortion fanatics. 


pression of women in Turkish society. This was also evi- 
dent in India after the brutal rape and murder of Jyoti 
Singh Pandey. The demonstrations in both countries 
spread like wildfires sweeping the nation and cross- 
ing borders, making explict women’s determination to 
change the system. 

This same newness is evident in how in the U.S., 
but also worldwide, the struggle against rape has de- 
veloped from one where women worked to establish 
that “Yes means yes; no means no, whatever we wear; 
wherever we go,” to an attack on what is now rightly 
called “rape culture.” It reflects a movement in thought, 
in Reason, to seeing that the problem women experi- 
ence of being comprehended as full human beings is not 
women’s problem alone. It is rooted in the entire soci- 
ety and, therefore, it is the entire society that must be 
transformed. This is a revolutionary perspective and a 
further needed development is to make that revolution- 
ary perspective explicit. 
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Stop nuclear power’s addiction to $$ 


by Natalia Spiegel 

A 16-year-old Transgender Connecticut girl, Jane 
Doe, spent nearly two months in an adult correctional 
facility without being charged with a crime. In May 
2014 she was placed in a secure facility for delinquent 
boys but held in a separate room. Then she was trans- 
ferred to a psychiatric institution, where in July she 
tried to escape. Doe has been shuffled between Con- 
necticut facilities and spent time in an East Lyme men- 
tal health unit where she was put in solitary confine- 
ment. The Justice for Jane campaign wrote on facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/justice4janeCT/): “From a 
very young age, Jane was placed by DCF in extremely 
traumatizing conditions [in foster care], where she was 
subject to rape, assault, trafficking, and drug exposure. 
Much of this abuse happened at the hands of DCF em- 
ployees.” Justice for Jane is demanding her release. 

* * * 

The cell phone video that went viral of the bru- 
tal beating of Halil, an 11-year-old boy, by a Burger 
King manager in Istanbul on Jan. 21 for taking left- 
over French fries, highlighted the plight of Syrian 
refugee children in Turkey. Deaths of Kurdish — and 
now Syrian — children have been regular news items 
for decades. Since Dec. 15, four children have been 
killed by the police in just one small town. The video 
of the police shooting 12-year-old Nihat Kazanhan for 
throwing stones was publicly released and a police 
officer arrested. Children also suffer violence in Tur- 
key’s notorious Aliaga Sakran Juvenile Correction 
Facility. 

* * * 

On Feb. 2, students at Howard University Middle 
School of Mathematics and Science in Washington, 
D.C., a charter school, walked out of classes in pro- 
test over the recent firings of instructors for teaching 
African-American history. Parents accused Princi- 
pal Angelicque Blackmon of terminating three social 
studies teachers. Parents noted that the school bears 
the name of an historically Black university and the 
school’s student body is 90% African American. The 
principal and the school have yet to respond to the al- 
legations. 

* * * 

In February University of California Student As- 
sociation called on University of California Regents 
to not only divest from pro-Israeli corporations, but 
to divest from all countries with a documented his- 
tory of human rights violations. High on the list was 
the U.S. government, which the students cited for a 
range of abuses including drone strikes in Pakistan 
and Yemen, high rates of incarceration, disproportion- 
ate targeting of racial minorities by police forces, the 
detention and deportation of undocumented immi- 
grants, and its activities in “directly supporting and 
propping up numerous dictatorships around the world 
with weapons sales and foreign aid.” 


Chicago — Five Nuclear Energy Information Ser- 
vice of Chicago (NEIS) activists, some wearing white 
hazmat suits, protested nuclear power outside a down- 
town City Club luncheon here on Jan. 27. 

The sidewalk action filled the day’s irony quota 
by begging for money for the nation’s major nuclear 
corporation. “Alms for Exelon!” was the cry. “Donate 
$100,000 to save Exelon. We’ll take your money here 
and now!” We failed to collect a single penny. 

Inside, panelists boosting the “benefits” of nuclear 
power spoke to well-dressed, briefcase-toting invitees. 

We were doing this to increase awareness 
that Exelon, a company which netted $1.16 bil- 
lion on revenues of $23.5 billion from all of its en- 
ergy holdings in 2013, is in the red on six nuclear 
power plants in Illinois, and is threatening to 
close them and eliminate people’s jobs unless Il- 
linois can give them $580 million. 

At the luncheon inside, Carol Browner, the former 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency administrator 
and a person with high credentials as an environmen- 
talist, was one of the speakers who carried water for 
the nuclear industry’s foundering finances. 

A Chicago Tribune article noted, “With 6% of nu- 
clear power in the U.S. under financial threat, nuclear 
proponents are attempting to win over environmental 
activists. Who better to send the message that nuclear 
power is a clean form of power and worth saving than 
Browner, who changed her mind and began advocating 


March for Climate 
Leadership 



Oakland, Calif. — Four to five thousand demonstrators 
formed a mile-long procession through downtown Oak- 
land and around Lake Merritt on Feb. 7 in one of the 
biggest marches to date drawing attention to fracking, 
global warming and other contributors to environmen- 
tal degradation. The March for Climate Leadership 
demanded justice for people of color, as they are dispro- 
portionately harmed by toxic waste and sea level rise. 

— David M’Oto 


The Value of Radical Theory by Wayne Price 


Writing as a former anarchist and present-day 
Marxist-Humanist, it was a pleasure, albeit with reser- 
vations, to read Wayne Price’s book on Marx’s Capital. 

It was a pleasure because Price is an 
anarchist who is very knowledgeable 
about several things: the character 
and functioning of the capitalist mode 
of production; how capitalism is ren- 
dering the planet unlivable; why capi- 
talism is an obsolescent system; and 
Marxist economics. 

Price presents a clear explana- 
tion of what Marx wrote in Capital about the capitalist 
mode of production. He begins with the basics of Marx- 
ism — the labor theory of value and the falling rate of 
profit as characteristics of the capitalist system — and 
then discusses the stages in the evolution of the capital- 
ist system, closing with a section on state capitalism. 
He correctly sees state capitalism as the final stage of 
the capitalist mode of production, where private capi- 
talist property is replaced by state capitalist ownership 
of the means of production and distribution. 

In the second place, Price is honest enough to 
state that anarchism is very weak when it comes 
to understanding the economics of the modern 
era, weak in explaining the workings of the capi- 
talist system, while being strong in laying out a 
vision of a future society. But to overthrow what 
exists now, we have to understand it. This is why 
he tells his anarchist comrades that they should 
begin to seriously study Marx’s economics, espe- 
cially Capital. 

In the third place, Price discusses the goals of au- 
thentic socialism, the real alternative between social- 
ism and barbarism, to quote Rosa Luxemburg, and he 
distinguishes the Marxist idea of socialism and com- 


munism from the state capitalist totalitarian and ter- 
rorist regimes who claimed to be Marxist. However, in 
several parts of the book, he claims to find in original 
Marxism the seeds of the later totalitarian perversion 
of Marxism. He expresses support for the council com- 
munists and other Left-wing dissident Marxists of the 
post-Lenin era. 

While Price notes the degeneration of post-Marx 
Marxism in all its varieties and that anarchism had its 
historical failures and betrayals also (witness the Span- 
ish anarchist leaders agreeing to join a bourgeois gov- 
ernment and sacrifice the ideals of a libertarian revolu- 
tion), he counterposes Marxism to anarchism by saying 
that the Marxists have murdered “tens of millions of 
working people in the name of communism.” But here 
Price is wrong. The butchers of the working class, the 
gravediggers of the revolution as Trotsky called them, 
were not the Marxists or even the Bolsheviks, but the 
Stalinist counter-revolutionaries who seized power and 
proceeded to liquidate any and all workers, students, 
peasants, Party members or intellectuals who posed a 
potential threat to their seizure of power. 

To ascribe the crimes of the Stalinists and their 
heirs to Marxism is as incorrect as saying that Marx 
is responsible for the crimes of the Nazis. After all, the 
Nazis claimed to be socialists and to be a worker’s par- 
ty. They had a Left wing which was more socialist than 
nationalist. But just as Marx had nothing to do with 
the Hitlerian perversion of German socialism, so too 
Marx had nothing to do with the Stalinist perversion of 
the ideals of Marx. 

Nonetheless, for anarchists and non-anarchists in- 
terested in learning the basics of Marxist economics, the 
development of the capitalist system and the crimes of 
that system, Price’s book is an excellent place to begin. 

— N.S. 




for nuclear power in 2011.” 

Browner saying that nuclear power plants (NPPs) 
don’t emit C0 2 does not change their huge “carbon foot- 
print.” 

EXELON’S BAILOUT ADDICTION 

This is the second time citizens have been asked to 
bail out Exelon. In the mid to late 1990s, when Illinois 
and other states deregulated electric power, Exelon 
was included in a national coerced rescue of about $110 
billion — a gift from an unsuspecting public, including 
Illinois tax- and rate-payers. Now they are coercing the 
legislature for another bailout. 

Since the beginning of nuclear power during 
WWII, taxpayer money supported the research 
necessary to conceive of nuclear power plants. 
When “Atoms for Peace” came along, the public 
gifted private corporations with new NPPs they 
could use to sell electricity back to the public. 

“Clean, safe, too cheap to meter” became “Un- 
speakably filthy; prone to gargantuan, medium and 
small accidents, and too costly to matter.” 

Nuclear power is a financial albatross. No amount 
of taxpayer or ratepayer subsidy over the last 60 years 
has been able to reduce its costs. On the contrary, they 
continue to balloon. The only conclusion to reach is that 
nuclear power makes no economic sense. 

NUCLEAR: TOO RISKY FOR WALL STREET’ 

With an increase in extremely hot days on the ho- 
rizon, climate change could increase electricity demand 
in the Chicago area, according to The Risky Business 
Project. In the summer of 1988, drought, high tempera- 
tures and low river volumes forced Commonwealth Ed- 
ison to reduce power by 30% or shut down some of the 
reactors in Illinois’ Dresden and Quad Cities plants. 
“That was the first wake-up call that plants would be 
vulnerable in a climate-disrupted world,” said David 
Kraft, director of NEIS . 

“Good policy for Illinois can’t have nuclear canni- 
balize limited resources in the energy landscape,” said 
Becky Stanfield, Natural Resources Defense Council’s 
policy director of the Midwest, following the City Club 
luncheon. “That is doubly true because no matter how 
much money gets thrown at these plants, they are go- 
ing to retire — and now is time to invest in the resources 
that will replace them.” 

“Exelon is asking our state legislature to provide 
hundreds of millions of dollars to subsidize its fleet of 
Illinois nuclear plants,” NEIS member Maureen Head- 
ington said in a statement submitted at the event. 
“Why should Illinois taxpayers be compelled to subsi- 
dize an industry that is too risky for Wall Street?” 

— January 

Against police brutality 

Los Angeles — About 500 people, mostly Black and 
Latino youth, gathered in front of Homer F. Brown Jr. 
Southwest Community Police Station on Feb. 21, on 
Martin Luther King Blvd. Anti-police brutality and 
anti-ever growing surveillance society has radicalized 
youth as well as concerned people from all walks of life. 
There were young people from college, high school and 
middle school, middle-aged minorities and groups of 
white participants who all had a clear message: "Don't 
shoot! Hands up!" and "We can't breathe!" as the march- 
ers went to Crenshaw Blvd. and turned to Lemirk Park. 
We were demanding justice for Ezell Ford, Michael 
Brown and Mexico’s Ayotzinapa students, too. 

There were SEIU-ULTCW United Long-Term Care 
Workers, SEIU Local 721, African American Caucus, 
True Grit, Fight the Lockdown, Stop LAPD Spying and 
News and Letters Committees. Some of our demands 
were: "Ezell Ford deserves justice!" "Demilitarize cops 
under community control!" And there was a call for a 
National Day of Remembrance and Justice for Tamir 
Rice. People carried a picture of Malcolm X in celebra- 
tion of his birthday. 

There was a huge police presence. They followed 
the march with ambulances and a police motorcade. 
The march ended in the park with speeches by religious 
and community leaders. 

— Mannel 
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Nihilist Daesh attacks humanity, history 


the 


by Gerry Emmett 

In response to its recent losses on the battlefield 
in Kobane and elsewhere in Syria and Iraq 
called “Islamic State” (scornfully called 
Daesh) has amped up its atrocities with 
more high-profile beheadings, the burn- 
ing alive of a captured Jordanian pilot, 
the kidnap of hundreds of Assyrian 
Christian villagers, and the barbarous 
destruction of precious, irreplaceable 
cultural artifacts and manuscripts in 
Mosul, Iraq. 

The murder of 21 Egyptian workers 
in Libya, singled out as Coptic Chris- 
tians, is a bloody testimony to the spread 
of their murderous ideology. 

CHILD OF COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

Daesh thugs smashed classical 

statues many thousands of years old. 

Hypocrites that they are, of course, they 
smashed what was too big to sell. The black market sale 
of antiquities has become another important income 
stream for them. There is no Chinese wall between the 

Africa, oh Africa! 

To learn of the ongoing slaughter of the innocents 
in the Central African Republic carried out by one 
faction or another, partially based in religion, in a land 
where the wealth of diamonds and the immiseration of 
the masses lie side by side; the permanent war in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo where millions 
have died from guns and disease as the natural re- 
sources are gobbled up; the fate of Nigeria, a land of oil 
and deep poverty, of military coups, power grabs, and 
now of Boko Haram’s murders, rapes and kidnappings; 
and so many more African tragedies, each with its own 
history and reality — compels one to return to the great 
promise, and then great tragedy and betrayal, of the 
African Revolutions that emerged after World War II. 

“The African revolutions opened a new page in the 
dialectic of thought as well as in world history,” wrote 
Raya Dunayevskaya in her 1973 book Philosophy and 
Revolution. That dialectic of thought was a search for a 
“new humanism.” 

REVOLUTIONARY AFRICAN HUMANISM 

Dunayevskaya didn’t believe that emancipatory 
philosophy alone would create a new society. Her chap- 
ter “The African Revolutions and the World Economy” 
discussed neocolonialism and imperialism. She saw 
the tragedy that “began so soon after revolution had 
succeeded” as not alone in the objective factors of capi- 
talism — both the pull of the world market and capital- 
ism’s failure to provide authentic development in the 
developing world — but equally in the division between 
masses and leaders, and in the failure to work out this 
new humanism as the direction for the future. 

Frantz Fanon had expressed this as “Let us com- 
bine our muscles and our brains in a new direction. Let 
us try to create the whole man....” 

Dunayevskaya argued, “It is not possible to com- 
prehend the African reality apart from the compelling 
objective forces of world production, the pull of the 
world market, and the underlying philosophy of the 
masses which Marx called ‘the quest for universality.’” 
Are we lacking such a ground and vision for grasping 
and transforming today’s African reality, 50 years on? 

— Eugene Walker 


nihilism of IS/Daesh and the world counter-revolution 
whose essence it expresses — that is, the rejection of all 
human self-development and freedom. 

Daesh has actually gained most of its strength 

only because 
the bour- 
geois world 
preferred 
the “stabil- 
ity” of a fas- 
cist regime 
like that of 
Syria’s Assad 
to the mass 
uprisings 
of the Arab 
Spring. 

Arab 

Spring revo- 

lutionaries 

recognized the 

deadly nature of Daesh, in particular, and have been 
very clear on it. The late Syrian writer Alisar Iram, for 
one, saw where they were heading, long before they took 
their hammers into the Mosul Museum. She wrote: 

“What is happening in Syria is stranger than fic- 
tion, an epic genocidal violence released by the regime 
which has severed the life forces of the nation, arresting 
its heart or leaving it in a comatose state, which gave 
the lurking monsters of barbarism the chance to unveil 
themselves and claim God and religion among their 
first victims. This is not restricted to the barbarians of 
Sunnism, wearing the mantle of al- Qaeda, but also to 
the barbarians of Shiism... 



Paris, Nov. 1, 2014: Kurdish organizations march at the World 
Against Daesh, for Kobane, for Humanity. 


“The world is marching towards unravelling the 
mysteries of the universe, while al-Qaeda and affiliates 
(ISIS) are marching light-years backward in the direc- 
tion of the void in an attempt to cancel civilization, his- 
tory, cognition and cultural heritage... 

“It is the absence of the humane and humanizing 
content, the absence of a vision of a better world, a more 
equitable and just world, that makes ISIS, for instance, 
the horror that it is... 

“ISIS is a calamity born of a calamity. They are 
part of the chain of events that started with tolerating 
Assad against his people. We warned and warned about 
the vacuum that was created in consequence of the sav- 
age, terrible onslaught by Assad on the Syrian people 
and their towns and cities. 

“We pointed out that Assad has managed to anni- 
hilate the flower of the Syrian youths, the best of their 
activists, the would-be leaders culturally and morally, 
in addition to the bulk of the viable civil institutions, 
the coordination committees and community efforts at 
organization and maintaining the law, but to no avail. 

“Sacrificing that phase of the Syrian Revolution 
paved the way to the institutionalization of the violence 
of Assad and eventually the emergence of the so-called 
Caliphate of Daesh” (“Meditations on ISIS [Daesh]: The 
Birth of Islamic Colonialism, ” July 11, 2014). 

The bourgeois world, preferring counter-revolu- 
tion, has little solid ground to oppose Daesh and its ilk. 
U.S., Russian, Chinese, Saudi and Iranian imperialism 
have all had their part in its growth. That’s why the 
most effective struggle against this horror has been 
carried on by Syrian revolutionaries, and by the heroic 
defenders of Kobane. 


Do Black lives matter in Brazil? 


Editor’s note: It is reported that in Brazil, 30,000 
people ages 15 to 29 are murdered each year. That’s 
around 82 young people killed every day. Of those youth, 
77% are Black. On average, police kill more than five 
people daily. Only 5% to 8% of homicides ever go to trial. 
Brazil has more homicides than any other country in the 
world. There were 56,000 murders in 2012. Never has 
there been so much murder in Brazil. 



Youth organized by the “Reaja ou Sera Morto, Reaja ou Sera Morta” 
(React or You Will Be Dead) campaign in Salvador, Bahia 


No, the “hands up, don’t shoot” pose in the photo 
above is not from Ferguson, Missouri, nor is it from 
New York City or any of the other nationwide protests 
going on across the U.S. in protest against a number of 
police murders of unarmed Black men in that country. 

No, the photo above features Black youth in Sal- 
vador, Bahia, where young Afro-Brazilians are “in the 
target” of police and death squads in that heavily Black 


state. And it’s not just Bahia. States such as Paraiba, 
Espirito Santo, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, among 
others, should be placed on the list of states of emer- 
gency due to their murders of Black youth. 

All told, police in Brazil kill five times more people 
than do police in the U.S. So what’s it going to take to 
create a sustained movement of resistance and interna- 
tional coverage? — Black Women of Brazil 

Threats to Rohingya 

Over one million Rohingya, a Muslim people living 
in Burma (Myanmar), are once again being subjected 
to the threats from the state. Burma’s rulers, who are 
closely related to the military junta that ruled previ- 
ously, have issued orders to revoke their “temporary 
registration certificates.” These white cards give the 
Rohingya the right to vote, and to some education and 
health benefits. Revoking them raises once again the 
specter of wholesale expulsion. 

The government, along with a significant part of 
the Buddhist religious authorities, consider the Ro- 
hingya to be “illegals,” claiming they are really Bengali, 
and should leave for Bangladesh. 

In the most recent period some 140,000 Rohingya 
have been forced to flee to internment camps in the face 
of extremist Buddhists’ incitement of anti-Muslim ram- 
pages. Some 100,000 others have fled the country. 

This is only the latest act against the Rohingya. 
A 1982 law denied them citizenship, and last Novem- 
ber the government rejected a UN resolution calling for 
their citizenship to be restored. — E.W. 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus- 
sian Revolution was transformed into its op- 
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state-capi- 
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907-1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour- 
nal, was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya's three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 177 6 until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar- 
tre and from Marx to Mao ( 1 973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu- 
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution ( 1 982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel- 
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco- 
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo- 
ry and practice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de- 
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 


revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present.The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga- 
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 




Celebrating 60 years of publication, 1955-2015 



WORKSHOPTALKS 


1949 strike today 

by Htun Lin 


Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives. 2015-2016 


Decaying social order shows 
need for philosophy, revolution 


Why we print the Draft Perspectives in News & Letters 

In 1975 News and Letters Committees printed its Draft Perspectives 
Thesis in News & Letters for the first time. The organization has contin- 
ued the practice ever since. What follows is the 1975 explanation of why 
we decided to take such action and why we continue to do so: 

With this special issue News and Letters Committees are breaking 
totally new ground for the Marxist movement. Publishing the Draft Per- 
spectives Thesis for our coming national gathering directly in the pages 
of our paper is unprecedented, not only for all other organizations, but 
even for our own. We do it because our age is in such total crisis, facing 
a choice between absolute terror or absolute freedom, that a revolution- 
ary organization can no longer allow any separation between theory and 
practice, philosophy and revolution, workers and intellectuals, “ inside ” 
and “outside. ” We ask you to join in the discussion of these Perspec- 
tives with us. We are not presenting any “pat answers" to the question, 
“Where Do We Go From Here?" We are raising the questions that de- 
mand answers — and we ask you to help us in working them out. 


It is becoming clearer to all, even to the rulers, that 
capitalism is not sustainable. All scientific data points 
to climate change, yet they continue to extract coal and 
petroleum at an unprecedented pace. We workers see 
from the inside that capitalism is coming apart. 

We’ve seen the explosion at BP’s Deep Water Hori- 
zon. Scores of coal miners are trapped inside mines — 
from China to Turkey to Russia and Chile — as workers 
continue to die in the process of production for capital. 
1949-50 STRIKE IN U.S. STILL RESONATES 
The 1949-50 Coal Miners’ General Strike is histori- 
cally significant, not only because it highlights resistance 
to the early stage of automation, but because the miners’ 
self-activity signified what Raya Dunayevskaya called 
“The Emergence of a New Movement from Practice That 
Is Itself a Form of Theory” (“Miners inspired Marxist- 
Humanism,” March-April N&L). In this new movement 
against automation, miners dared to ask, “What kind of 
labor should humans do?” They thereby contributed to 
the philosophic birth of Marxist-Humanism. 

Dunayevskaya referred to this workers’ movement 
as “the dialectic of the 1949-50 Coal Miners’ General 
Strike.” With the founding of News and Letters Com- 
mittees as organization and newspaper, and the writ- 
ing of her first book, Marxism and Freedom, Dunayevs- 
kaya dug deeply where Marx had — into the dialectic: 
the active side of philosophy as a living, moving force 
from subjectivities below. 

continued on p. 3 


World in View 


Death in Yarmouk 

by Gerry Emmett 

“I don’t count on any government. I count on people 
who are able to amplify our voices. I count on them to 
come out and speak. I count on people, not governments. 
Our cause is a human one before it is a political one.” 
-Hakim Saeid, photographer, Yarmouk 

“In terms of what people can do, I’ll give you a good 
example: Kobane. People gave it attention and aid was 
sent there. ” -Hassan, activist, Yarmouk 

After long silence, the world’s attention was once 
more belatedly drawn to the Yarmouk Palestinian ref- 
ugee camp in Damascus, Syria. This time, it was the 
invasion of the camp April 3 by IS/Daesh terrorists, fa- 
cilitated by another fundamentalist faction, Jabhat al- 
Nusra. JaN has been occupying the camp for months, 
imposing previously unseen religious strictures on resi- 
dents. 

ASSAD BARREL BOMBS CIVILIANS 

IS may or may not have pulled back for the mo- 
ment, following clashes with indigenous forces in which 
dozens were reported killed. The Assad regime has also 
continued to rain barrel bombs down, indiscriminately, 
killing civilians and damaging the one operating hos- 
pital. Civilians attempt to flee when possible, but the 
regime’s siege that let hundreds of IS terrorists into the 
camp is seldom porous enough to allow anyone to leave. 

As activist Qusai Zakarya of Moadamiya in Damas- 
cus put it, “Believe me, infants would not be starving in 
my hometown if regime sieges could be evaded through 
tunnels or bribes. Those [IS] resources got in because 
the regime allowed them to enter.” It is the same pat- 
tern of tacit collaboration seen elsewhere in Syria. 

continued on p. 12 
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The deep crisis that jolted capitalism be- 
ginning in 2007, persisting to this day, shapes 
the political as well as economic situation 
worldwide. So does the revolt that arose in 
the crisis. Internationally, it erupted most 
dramatically in the Arab Spring, as well as in 
occupations, strikes and protests in European 
countries from Greece to Spain. The depth, 
breadth and persistence of the revolt, togeth- 
er with the intractability of the crisis, points 
to the possibility of a new society on human 
foundations. The fact that the old, crumbling 
order will not go away quietly explains why we 
mark the 60 years of activity of the Marxist- 
Humanist organization News and Letters 
Committees — not as an anniversary but as an 
open window onto the needed philosophy of 
revolution, without which all revolutions and 
freedom movements remain incomplete. 

Within the U.S. the revolt has ranged from the 
2008 factory occupation at Republic Windows and 
Doors in Chicago to prison strikes in Georgia and Cali- 
fornia, from Texas women 
packing the statehouse to 
oppose a draconian anti- 
abortion bill to the fight- 
back against anti-Gay 
measures that spurred the 
legalization of marriage 
equality, from Occupy 
Wall Street’s nationwide 
spread to today’s struggles 
of low-paid workers for a 
living wage and the coast- 
to-coast cry, “Black lives 
matter!” 

I. Black 
Lives Matter 

The long-simmering 
outrage of Black masses 
has broken out into a 
movement against this 
racist society, particu- 
larly its pattern of racist 
killings by the police. It 
has not only reverberated 
internationally, but also 
made itself felt in the bat- 
tle of ideas and the sphere of theory. 1 

Clearly, the subjective transformation has not 
overthrown the old order. The police have not stopped 
killing — as seen by the shootings of Antonio Zambrano- 
Montes in Pasco, Wash; Tony Robinson in Madison, 
Wise.; Aura Rosser in Ann Arbor, Mich.; Yuvette Hen- 
derson in Emeryville, Calif. ; and Anthony Hill in Cham- 
blee, Ga. There is no confidence that the killers will 
suddenly start being convicted, even if one or two ex- 
amples are made — as in the case in North Charleston, 
S.C., of Walter Scott. His killing in cold blood by white 
cop Michael Slager — who also placed a taser by his vic- 
tim’s body to back up his lie that Scott posed a threat — 
was simply too blatant to ignore, but only because a 
citizen videotaped the murder. 

The might of the federal government will not be 
brought to bear to convict the killers of Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner, killers set free by local prosecutors 
manipulating grand juries. Killer cops need fear noth- 
ing like the persecution visited on whistleblowers who 
reveal secrets of corruption, torture, even murder, 
perpetrated by government agencies like the CIA and 
NSA. The Justice Department will force the restruc- 
turing of one police department in Ferguson, Mo., but 
leave untouched the bulk of the racist, life-destroying 
national/state/local criminal injustice system. 

Every level of that system is racist, from traf- 
fic stops, to treatment of young people by cops on the 

1. See ‘“We all can’t breathe’: Reflections on Marx’s Human- 
ism and Fanon,” Jan.-Feb. 2015 N&L. 


street, to the court system, to prison. Within prison, the 
system uses brutality to break resistance but also insti- 
gates racial divisions, which is why cross-racial organiz- 
ing, as in the 2011 and 2013 
Pelican Bay hunger strikes, 
is so important — and why 
the voices of prisoners need 
to be heard. In News & Let- 
ters they are heard in the 
context of a philosophy of 
freedom. 

This is the broadest 
wave of protests against 
racist police since the 1992 
Los Angeles Rebellion and 
the revolts it sparked in 
dozens of communities 
across the U.S. The rapid 
nationwide spread of mili- 
tant protests took estab- 
lished leaders by surprise. 
They were started and 
dominated by youth of color, 
and attracted a significant 
minority of whites, as well 
as Black, Latina/o, Asian, 
and Native American. 
BLACK WOMEN & 
YOUTH IN MOVEMENT 

Today, women are, at 
least in some places, ac- 
knowledged leaders in the Black Lives Matter move- 
ment. In Ferguson Johnetta Elzie, 25, who lived near 
where Michael Brown was shot, decided to look into it 
herself when she heard about it on Twitter at the time 
Brown’s body was still lying in the street. She helped 
organize demonstrations and, with DeRay Mckesson, 
began to produce an email newsletter (thisisthemove- 
ment.org) to tell the story of what was really happen- 
ing in Ferguson. The newsletter now has over 14,000 
subscribers. 

She also saw that most people on the streets in 
Ferguson were women, but at the meetings “and pri- 
vate phone calls and the back door stuff... it would be 
predominantly male, predominantly heterosexual Black 
men. There would be little representation of everyone else 
that was out there in the streets.... I would be silenced or 
people would speak for me instead of asking me... There 
would always be some man who would answer the ques- 
tion for me while I’m trying to talk.” 

She makes the point of how inclusive Ferguson has 
been because, she says, “Blackness is all-inclusive.... 
There are Gay and Lesbian folks, bisexual, there are 
religious Black people, there are atheist Black people.” 
This recognition, too, is new. 

YOUTH IN THE LEAD INTERNATIONALLY 

As in movements from Hong Kong’s Umbrella Rev- 
olution to anti-austerity direct actions in Greece, youth 
are in the forefront, challenging not only the government 
but established groups and their approaches. 

continued on p. 7 
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^^^Afghan women demand justice 


REASON 


Against all tradition, women in Afghanistan carry Farkhunda’s 
coffin. 


by Terry Moon 

Is the March 19 murder 
of Farkhunda by a mob of men 

who beat her to death with 

stones and sticks, ran her over 
with a car, threw her body on the banks of the Kabul 
River and lit it on fire, a turning point for women in 
Afghanistan? Some are saying it is. 

Farkhunda was a 
27-year-old woman who 
was studying religion and 
thought she had a right to 
criticize mullahs selling good 
luck charms at a religious 
shrine in central Kabul. But 
then one mullah started 
screaming that she was an 
infidel and had burned the 
Koran. Even though Fark- 
hunda had been at the shrine 
for hours castigating the 
trinket sellers as un-Islamic, 
the lynch mob believed the 
mullah and turned on her 
with inhuman fury. 

Her death was captured 
by cell phones and projected on social media. The im- 
pact was profound. Nargis Azaryun, a youth activist 
and member of Women Living Under Muslim Laws 
(WLUML), expressed what many felt when she checked 
her facebook page that morning: “The first sentences I 
read about the incident left me in shock: ‘Today we killed 
a woman who burned the Koran. Allah Akbar.’... I cried 
for hours, thinking how helpless she was when they were 
kicking her. She kept screaming and saying, 7 haven’t 
burned the Koran,’ but no one was listening to her. ...The 
police did not help her because everyone believed that she 
deserved to die, deserved to be burned to death....” 

Because Farkhunda’s death was broadcast all over 
social media, because it was so horrific and because 
there was such an outcry — for once, instead of taking the 
man’s word as the unchallenged truth — her murder was 
investigated and she was declared “completely innocent.” 
AFGHAN WOMEN STAND TALL 

Then women did something unprecedented: they 
went to Farkhunda’s family and asked if they could 
carry her coffin, this in a country where women are of- 
ten banned from attending funerals. The women who 
made this move were activists, belonging to groups like 
WLUML, Solidarity Party, Women for Women Interna- 
tional-Afghanistan; others held professional jobs in the 
city or university. 

There is no question that they were aware of 
what happened in Turkey in February at the fu- 
neral of 19-year-old student Ozgecan Aslan, who 
was savagely sexually assaulted and murdered. 
Over 5,000 came to her funeral where women re- 



fused the Imam’s orders to step to the back of the 
crowd. Instead women stepped forward to carry 
Aslan’s coffin and bury her, vowing: “No other 
man’s hands would touch her again.” (See “From 
Turkey to USA, women as force & reason fight in- 
humanity,” March-April 2015 N&L.) 

In Afghanistan at the burial the women chanted: 
“We want justice!” and “We are all Farkhunda!” A mem- 
ber of WLUML said that at 
Farkhunda’s funeral, “For 
the first time in Afghanistan 
we stood tall to say that no 
man will touch her burnt 
body’s coffin.” 

It didn’t end there. On 
March 24 thousands of dem- 
onstrators marched on Af- 
ghanistan’s Supreme Court 
demanding justice for Fark- 
hunda, the second protest 
in as many days. Organiz- 
ers estimated that 3,000 
marched — one of the largest 
demonstrations ever in Ka- 
bul. Demonstrators shouted, 
“Justice for Farkhunda” and 
“Down with ignorance.” Afghans in other countries 
have demonstrated too. 

At the March 24 demonstration, the head of the Af- 
ghanistan Women’s Council, Fatana Gailani, expressed 
the hope that Farkhunda’s death would be a catalyst 
for change. Others thought the response to her death 
had brought people together who were sickened by the 
inhumanity of her attackers. Is this the beginning of a 
better life for Afghan women? 

WOMEN AS FORCE AND REASON 

If Farkhunda had burned the Koran, would there 
have been an outcry? When it was thought she had, the 
police stood by and watched her murder. A spokesman 
for them said that the killing of “an unbeliever” was 
justified. What of the women who are jailed for years 
for running away from home to avoid a forced marriage 
or those who die from honor killings? Who carries their 
coffins or demonstrates in the streets shouting for jus- 
tice for them? 

It means something that these women stood tall 
in Kabul. They took matters into their own hands and 
revealed their creativity through action, which is the 
way that genuine change comes about. 

Azaryun made this clear, saying: “I picked up 
[Farkhunda’s coffin] because I wanted to tell the women 
in this country that if we want to achieve anything we 
should sit up and do what we want to do. Do it like a 
woman. And if we stick together, we break taboos. We 
proved it yesterday. No one could stop us yesterday from 
being by Farkhunda’s side because we were together and 
supporters of each other.” 


Review of K She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry’ 


She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry is a docu- 
mentary of the women’s liberation movement (WLM) in 
the U.S., from the late 1960s to the early 1970s. Film- 
maker Mary Dore used a wealth of historical news cov- 
erage to give a sense of the breadth of organizations 
and depth of demands in the explosive growth of the 
WLM. Activists, identified within archival footage — in- 
cluding women like Fran Beal of the Civil Rights Move- 
ment’s Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
Lesbian rights activist Karla Jay, and Judith Arcana 
of the abortion underground organization Jane — gave 
contemporary interviews interspersed in the film. 

The film includes comments of men and women ex- 
pressing the post-World War II common “wisdom” that 
a woman’s place was in the home. The first objectives of 
organizations like the National Organization for Wom- 
en were to confront barriers to women working, not just 
until a man needed that job, and earning wages equal 
to men — something women have yet to win. 

The film showed the dismissive attitudes of 
men towards women — who were doing unsung 
work in student, Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam 
War groups — by showing crowds of male protest- 
ers mocking women who tried to speak at the 
1968 Washington, D.C., anti-Vietnam War demon- 
stration. It documented some of the many orga- 
nizations that formed, including Redstockings — 
one of the earliest, whose radical vision was one 
of a more human world. W.I.T.C.H./Women’s In- 
ternational Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell and 
many independent groups focused on socialist 
feminism. 

The Boston Women’s Health Book Collective con- 
centrated on health and sexuality and created the book 
Our Bodies Ourselves, which continues to be updated 
and has been translated and used in many countries. 
The Collective was influential in changing healthcare, 
helping women’s sexuality and healthcare concerns be 
seriously considered and researched. Chicago’s clan- 
destine Jane Collective helped women obtain safe abor- 
tions. Illegal and unsafe abortions were so prevalent 


that on the eve of the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
decision, respected journalist Walter Cronkite reported 
on the national news that thousands of U.S. women be- 
came seriously ill or died from complications of back- 
alley butcher abortions each year. 

A criticism of the WLM was that it was large- 
ly a white women’s movement; that Black women 
who had to deal with both racism and sexism 
were overlooked. The film showed Black women 
as part of the WLM, including as founders of NOW, 
and as creating their own groups. The Black Sis- 
ters United ran street patrols when there was a 
string of murders of women in Boston. 

She’s Beautiful packs a great deal of history in 
a small amount of movie time: the national women’s 
strike demonstrations on August 16, 1970, commemo- 
rated the 50th anniversary of women winning the right 
to vote, showing the mass character of the WLM; the 
1969-70 protests against the Miss America Pageant 
in Atlantic City and its objectification of women; the 
fear of mainstream feminists that acknowledging the 
participation of Lesbians in the movement would mar- 
ginalize the WLM; the eventual welcoming of Lesbians 
and other Queer women into the WLM; the demands 
that rape, including marital rape, and domestic vio- 
lence be recognized as crimes that women did not bring 
on themselves. The film took up the vibrant feminist 
press, and even the News and Letters Committees pam- 
phlet Notes on Women’s Liberation: We Speak in Many 
Voices, published in 1970, made an appearance. 

It was not within the scope of the movie to show 
how the WLM arrived at the present-day retrogressive 
war on women, although it did note the shameful attack 
on poor women over 40 years ago when President Nixon 
vetoed comprehensive childcare legislation in 1972. 

Dore spent 21 years making She’s Beautiful When 
She’s Angry — mainly because she had trouble finding 
money to fund it. At a March 14 showing in Chicago, 
she answered questions from the audience and encour- 
aged people to meet in person to build a new, vibrant 
women’s liberation movement. — Kaitlin 


Trans women must 
fight for rights 

New York — Police here have been told to halt stop 
-and-frisk policies because they unfairly target Black 
and Latino youth. But the Transgender community in 
Jackson Heights, New York, is undergoing its own par- 
ticular form of stop and frisk. Trans women, especially 
Trans women of color, are stopped on a daily basis, told 
that they have to submit to a search (which they don’t) 
and if they are found in possession of a condom (which 
is legal) they are arrested for loitering or prostitution. 

The courts in Queens are dealing with an incred- 
ible number of Trans women who are jailed on a daily 
basis. They are locked up with male prisoners, although 
they are self-identified as women, where they are sub- 
ject to rape and brutality by prisoners and guards. If 
their cases are not heard immediately, they are shipped 
to Rikers Island prison, where they can be “lost” for 
months unless they have a lawyer or friend standing 
up for them. 

It gets worse. Many Trans women are told 
that they will not be arrested in exchange for per- 
forming sexual acts with the police. This is the 
crudest type of extortion and blackmail: either 
have sex with me or to go jail. A man who forced 
himself on a woman saying he would give her 
freedom in exchange for sexual favors could be 
arrested for rape. But cops in Queens walk free. 
As one Trans women put it: “In Queens we are 
still living in the Dark Ages.” 

When a New York attorney who defends Trans 
women and sex workers was asked if it was safe at any- 
time for a Trans woman to be in public as a woman, 
her answer was no. The police still do arrest “men” for 
dressing as women — something which was supposedly 
abolished in New York City decades ago. As one Trans 
woman put it: “It is time for Trans people to unite and 
fight for their rights just as Gay people did when Gay 
activity was forbidden.” — Natalia Spiegel 



by Artemis 

Chinese feminists had planned a demonstration 
against sexual harassment on public transportation for 
International Women’s Day and the 20th anniversary 
of the 1995 Beijing United Nations Fourth World Con- 
ference on Women. But on March 6, police arrested at 
least ten Chinese feminist activists in Beijing, Hang- 
zhou, and Guangzhou. Police broke into their apart- 
ments and confiscated their computers, cell phones and 
documentation of activism. They were charged with 
“creating disturbance,” a charge used to detain, arrest, 
and harass civil rights activists. Five feminists remain 
in detention. 

* * * 

In February, Purvi Patel, age 
33, was convicted of feticide. In 
2013, she went to a South Bend, 

Ind., emergency room with heavy 
vaginal bleeding, telling the staff 
she had miscarried and placed 
the body of the second-trimes- 
ter fetus in a dumpster. A jury 
found her guilty of the contradic- 
tory charges of feticide and felony 
child neglect, sentencing her to 20 years in prison on 
flimsy evidence including an outdated and discredited 
forensic test. Laws passed to supposedly protect women 
from violence that causes miscarriage are being used to 
punish women for abortion and miscarriage. 

* * * 

Last year, the prestigious sci-fi/fantasy Hugo 
Awards went mostly to women and people of color fo- 
cusing on progressive themes. Now, “Sad Puppies,” a 
campaign by bigoted sci-fi writers, is attempting to 
skew the Awards towards ultraconservative themes. 
N.K. Jemisin, a Black woman fantasy writer speaking 
at last year’s WisCon, a feminist sci-fi/fantasy conven- 
tion, described the increase in sexist, racist, homopho- 
bic and classist harassment in fandom. She stated this 
was a response to the successes of previously disadvan- 
taged people and spoke of the importance of diversity in 
“dreaming” the world in which we want to live. 

* * * 

In April, 78 mothers in the Karnes Detention Cen- 
ter in Texas for migrant women and children went on 
a hunger and work strike to protest being detained 
(some for as long as 10 months) when they posed no 
threat and were seeking refugee status. They were also 
protesting their exploited labor and tainted water and 
food. The facility has had scandals since it opened in 
August 2014, including the sexual abuse of prisoners by 
guards and withholding life-saving medical treatment 
from children. The mothers were released after being 
held five days in a dark room and threatened with los- 
ing custody of their children. Officials from the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security promised to meet with the 
women to hear their allegations. 
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South Africa bloodies Black workers 


Durban, South Africa — On April 8 we supported a 
march against xenophobia organized by our comrades 
in the Congolese Solidarity Campaign together with 
the Somali Association of South Africa and other mi- 
grant organizations. There was a permit for the march 
and yet the police would not allow it to go ahead. 
POLICE ATTACK PEACEFUL LEGAL MARCH 

They stopped people from leaving their communi- 
ties to travel to the march. They attacked the march 
with tear gas, water cannons and rubber bullets. One 
Congolese man was severely beaten by the police. One 
of our members, from the Marikana Land Occupation, 
had her leg broken during the assault by the police. 

We also noted senior police officers accus- 
ing Abahlali: “What do you have to do with this 
march? Why are you supporting them?” We do not 
know who will be next. Some of the people who 
are now attacking people born in other African 
countries are saying that they will attack the In- 
dians next. 

But the violence used to expel us from this democ- 
racy does not only come from the police. Since 2009 
we have also been openly attacked by the ruling party. 
On April 8 there was another march of so-called “lo- 
cals” who were screaming and saying “awahambe “ — 
“foreigners must go.” We were not only assaulted by the 
police. We were also threatened and assaulted by this 
group who said to us: “Why are you supporting these 
foreigners?” Despite the violence and intimidation from 
the police and “the locals,” we made it to City Hall. 

Many of the Congolese here in Durban are fleeing 
war and the destruction of their country. Yet here they 
are subject to more violence, including from the police. 
People in the Marikana Land Occupation have also 
been subject to serious violence, including regular evic- 
tions, beatings, torture and assassination. Yet when we 
try to unite and to take to the streets to assert that 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 

Dunayevskaya emphasized: “To me, the Miners’ 
General Strike seemed to touch, at one and the same 
time, a concept Marx had designated as alienated labor 
and the absolute opposite to it, which Marx had spelled 
out as the end of the division between mental and man- 
ual labor.” 

MARX KNEW WHAT MINERS FACED 

“Indeed, the todayness of Marxism shone through 
brilliantly in the miners’ attitude to a passage I had 
read to them from Marx on the ‘automaton’: ‘The light- 
ening of the labor, even, becomes a sort of torture since 
the machine does not free the laborer from work, but 
deprives the work of all interest.’” Dunayevskaya noted 
that, “Even the fact that the miners did not know that 
the above passage was from Marx created a translucence 
when they insisted that the man who wrote that must 
have been in their mine, it was so perfect a description 
of automation...” 

Here I see the worlds of the coal miner, the dock- 
worker, and the healthcare worker intersect. That 
translucence exists for dockworkers today, who have 
witnessed their ranks decimated by automation, which 
their labor leaders called progress. It also exists with 
us healthcare workers. 

Marx’s premonitions on the “automaton,” where 
the machine does not free the laborer but rather tor- 
tures her, “transforming and depriving the work of all 
interest,” is just as pertinent in today’s healthcare as- 
sembly line as it is in manufacture or mining. 

AUTOMATION IS A ‘MAN-KILLER’ 

In 1949 miners called the continuous miner a “man- 
killer.” In healthcare today, the din of alarms and bells 
from electronic equipment that caregivers are tethered 
to causes loss of interest and prevents the healthcare 
provider from keeping up with the machines. 

“Man-killer” would also be what it does to both pa- 
tients and workers. Management has brought in mar- 
keting consultants to “teach” us to provide more “com- 
passionate” care, only because they know that inside 
the system there is none. We have seen them cook the 
books to hide real denial of care. Healthcare workers, 
seeing that kind of work-life as unsustainable, decided 
to walk off the job, to reject — in the same way miners in 

1949 rejected — the “ man-killer.” 

That healthcare workers went on strike in spite of 
the largest existing Labor-Management Partnership, 
and that dockworkers struck despite ILWU officials 
considering automation as progress, recalls the day in 

1950 that miners continued their strike despite the or- 
der from UMW head John L. Lewis to return to work. 

As Andy Phillips, who as a striking miner pro- 
posed rank-and-file caravans from other unions to sup- 
port striking coal miners, put it: “To some, many of the 
things the miners did seemed spontaneous, as though 
the actions came out of nowhere. Just the opposite is 
true. The spontaneity of the miners flowed from their 
own repeated collective thought and action that preced- 
ed their ‘spontaneous’ activity. ” 


every person is a person, that everyone counts, we are 
openly beaten by the police. 

Once again we say that there is no democra- 
cy for the poor in this country. It does not matter 
which country you were born in, or what part of 
South Africa you come from, or what language you 
speak. If you are poor and Black, you are excluded 
from this democracy with the open use of violence. 

It is very hard for us to organize effective support 
in this crisis when we face violence from the state and 
from the groups attacking people on the streets. Many 
of our members are scared and they are scared for good 
reason. The attackers have often threatened that Abah- 
lali will be next if we continue to support our African 
brothers and sisters. — Abahlali baseMjondolo 

Excerpted from the April 15, 2015, “Statement on 
the Ongoing Xenophobic Attacks. ” 


Fight for $15 & Dr. King 



In Chicago, III., thousands of home care, childcare, nursing home, and 
university workers and students marched for a living wage, starting at 
the University of Illinois and stopping traffic for hours. They were part 
of a nationwide protest for a living wage. 

Los Angeles — On April 4, protesters of all races 
marched downtown on the anniversary of Martin Lu- 
ther King’s 1968 assassination. They included low- wage 
workers campaigning to raise the minimum wage to 
$15 an hour, uniting with the movement against police 
killing of unarmed Black and Brown youth. It included 
community, religious and immigrant rights groups. 
Organizations in the march included SEIU security 
guards, Clean Carwash workers, Central American Re- 
source Center and LACAN. 

We marched from Broadway and Olympic to the 
Union Rescue Mission on Skid Row protesting the LA 
Police Department’s Safe Cities Initiative program that 
criminalizes the homeless and resulted in the killing 
of a Black homeless man known as Africa. We then 
marched to LAPD headquarters where speakers ex- 
panded on King’s words: “An injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.” — Basho 

BP workers on strike 

Chicago — On March 19 hundreds of workers from 
the BP oil refinery in Whiting, Ind., massed in front 
of BP corporate offices in Chicago. The 1,100 workers’ 
strike has continued over unfair labor practices. The lo- 
cal issues centered on safety and staffing after BP re- 
jected the pattern agreement of the industry with the 
United Steel Workers. 

Picketers in Chicago chanted slogans like “One 
Day Stronger, One Day Longer!” behind a banner read- 
ing “Safe Refineries Save Lives.” 

BP had killed 15 workers at Texas City, Texas, in 
2005, and the refinery industry has killed 27 more in 
the last five years alone — reason enough to stand firm 
against BP’s demands for concessions, especially on 
critical issues of life and death. As we go to press, the 
strike continues. — Bob McGuire 
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Celebrating 60 years 
Marx spoke to 1975 
economic crisis 

In celebrating the first 60 years of News and Let- 
ters Committees, we reprint excerpts from the Draft 
Perspectives for 1975-76 by Raya Dunayevskaya, the 
first printed in News & Letters. 

THE MOVEMENT KNOWS, of course, that 
the class enemy is at home, within each country. 
It knows full well that each existing state power is 
weighted down with fear of revolution. And it does not 
fail to appreciate that, no matter how deep the intra- 
imperialist rivalries, capitalist class solidarity holds 
tightest and strongest against its own people. 

It is true, of course, that the economic crisis gen- 
erates new forms of revolt, and with it the objective 
foundation for the self-development of the masses. 
The passion for philosophy has long been evident, 
but the “leaders,” “the Party,” the “intellectuals” have 
hardly met the challenge from below. Two full de- 
cades have passed since the movement from prac- 
tice has itself been a form of theory, but intellec- 
tuals calling themselves Marxists are deaf to its call. 

Be it in East Europe where the masses fought 
for freedom from Russian Communist totalitarian- 
ism, or in Africa where they battled for freedom from 
Western imperialism, or in China where the youth 
challenged existing state-capitalism as well as Mao’s 
Thought, or the Black Revolution in the U.S.A. as 
well as the anti-Vietnam war youth movement — all 
hungered for total solutions, but all they were of- 
fered were mid-way houses, aborted revolutions, the 
Thought of the Chairman. 

One thing is clear and that is that all profits 
come and can only come from labor in that hell-hole 
called automated production. And capitalism knows 
but one way of further raising labor productivity, by 
forcing wages down through an ever-larger unem- 
ployed army outside, as well as through inflation. 
But even that has its limits. When more and more 
machines are used and less and less, relatively, of 
labor, then there is no way of stopping the decline 
in capitalism’s rate of profit. Not only does the very 
method of production bring about crises, but what 
exactly do the billions spent on arms produce other 
than destruction? 

IN ANY CASE, Business Week (6-23-75) did sud- 
denly start quoting what Marxist economists were 
saying on the decline in the rate of profit as endemic 
to capitalism. It even produced official graphs from 
the Federal Reserve Board, the Department of Com- 
merce, Data Resources Inc. and its own data which 
all go to show that the long post-World War II boom 
has led to a slump in the rate of profits. What is sig- 
nificant is that they had to stop laughing at “false” 
Marxist analysis long enough to show that it does ex- 
ist. Which is certainly something that has not here- 
tofore been admitted even as supposedly a “passing 
phenomenon.” 

UAW to fight two-tier? 

Detroit — Meeting on March 24-25, some 900 dele- 
gates from more than 800 local unions representing au- 
tomotive, aerospace, education, healthcare, public work 
and other areas of the economy heard reports and dis- 
cussed strategies for the United Auto Workers (UAW) 
contract that expires in September 2015. 

While other unions were briefly noted, the focus 
of the Negotiating Conference was on the auto workers 
and the aim of “bridging the gap” in the two-tier wage 
system negotiated in 2007 to reduce costs for the crisis- 
ridden companies. It permitted them to pay new hires 
$15.78 per hour, and after four years up to $19.28 per 
hour, compared with $28 per hour for older workers, 
even though they do the same work. 

This has always been a source of friction be- 
tween older and younger workers, and it violates 
one of the main union principles — equal pay for 
equal work. At the present time, about 39,500 of 
137,300 hourly autoworkers, or 28% of UAW mem- 
bers, make the lower wage scale. As expected, the 
resolution submitted to eliminate the two-tier 
system won unanimous support, although there 
were no specifics on how this would be done. 

What came as a shock to many at the conference 
was to hear UAW President Denis Williams say that he 
believed in a $15 an hour minimum wage. This is a near 
poverty wage, and many of the workers at the confer- 
ence said they could not live on a wage of $15 an hour. 

Meanwhile, in the nation as a whole, labor has 
been under a vicious assault, and never more so than 
in the last decade. Since 2003, wages in manufactur- 
ing have dropped 4.4%, from $16.38 an hour to $15.66 
an hour, reflecting the results of this assault. To halt 
this attack, and reverse the many defeats that labor has 
suffered, a profound change in labor leadership is re- 
quired. There is no one promising in sight among union 
bureaucrats. 

— Andy Phillips 
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The dialectic and women’s liberation 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: In celebration of 60 years of News 
and Letters Committees, we print excerpts of a summa- 
ry of a talk that Dunayevskaya gave to a conference on 
Women’s Liberation in Detroit, Mich., on Feb. 21, 1971. 
The purpose of the meeting was to help Dunayevskaya 
work out the final chapter of her book then in progress, 
Philosophy and Revolution. That last chapter would 
take up the “New Passions and New Forces” for the 
reconstruction of society. The Conference was also the 
beginning of the News & Letters — Women’s Liberation 
Committee. The entire summary can be found in the 
Raya Dunayevskaya collection, #4355. 

Raya began her presentation by pointing out 
that the core of the dialectic as a movement is 
the number two, and then went into some of the dan- 
gers in this number two: We live in an age when even 
those opposites that are not antagonistic contradictions 
such as capital and labor are, nevertheless reveal the 
struggle of opposites: men and women; workers and in- 
tellectuals; theory and practice; spontaneity and orga- 
nization; philosophy and revolution. This duality in 
reality is the knot to be unraveled and we therefore 
might as well make it the focal point of this discussion 
as well. 

Everything can be divided today into: I. the Idea 
as such, and II. the Idea whose time has come. For the 
Idea as such there are two dates in history to take up: 
1844 when Marx wrote his famous Economic and Phil- 
osophic Manuscripts, and 1947 when these essays were 
translated into English by Raya Dunayevskaya. For the 
Idea whose time has come we will have to take up 
1965 when [the Women’s Liberation Movement] was 
the”new,” and 1971 when we must begin to consider our 
perspectives. 

Marx called his philosophy a “new human- 
ism.” In those 1844 essays he lashed out against both 
capitalism and vulgar communism. In the essay on 
“Private Property and Communism” he said that the 
most fundamental relationship of all human relation- 
ships is that of man to woman. In 1947 when Raya 
translated the essays, however, what she stressed was 
Marx’s anti-capitalism and anti-vulgar-communism, 
as she was exposing the true state-capitalist nature of 
Russia which called itself “Communist.” She did take 
up the man/woman aspect of the essay twice. Once was 
in a discussion in 1947 with a professor who argued that 
it was not true that all contradictions are class contra- 
dictions. Raya pointed to the essay on the five senses, 
where Marx says that “seeing, hearing, smell, taste, 
feeling, thought, perception, experience, wishing activ- 
ity, loving” are all human relations to the world — and 
that it is private property that has made us so stupid 
that we think an object is ours only when we possess 
it directly — eat it, drink it, wear it, live in it, etc. — in 
short, use it. Raya had pointed out the class nature 
even in such a thing as “taste” by comparing the differ- 
ence of hunger to a starving child or to a gourmet. As 
for “human nature,” there is no human nature except 
to be free. The other time Raya had taken up the man/ 
woman relationship as fundamental was in 1949 when 
the West Virginia miners were on strike, and only men 
came to a party that had been arranged. The men were 
promptly sent home to get their wives, without whom 
they could never have maintained their strike. 

The transition point between “idea as such” 
and “idea whose time has come” is 1956 when 
News and Letters Committees wrote their Con- 
stitution and women were singled out as one of 
the forces of revolution. We alone did that, and even 
reserved a special section of our paper for women, just 
as we had for Black voices. But because the women’s 
movement had not yet appeared, it nevertheless re- 
mained “Idea as such.” 

But the 1960s is a totally new stage. It is true 
that we have always pointed out the inter-relationship 
of the Abolitionist Movement and the Women’s Move- 
ment. It is not denigrating that tremendous page in 
history to stress the “new” that has now appeared, and 
is different from all the past. There have been women’s 
struggles throughout history, but the simple truth is 
that none before ever did what the new women are do- 
ing today. These new women had many things in their 
favor from the start: 

1. They were young, and I am not stressing that as 
a “generational aspect,” but to emphasize that it elimi- 
nated from the start any nonsense that they were hav- 
ing troubles with males because they “couldn’t get one.” 

2. They were from the Left, so they didn’t have to 
be self-conscious about any charges that they weren’t 
concerned with “humanity.” 

3. The Black dimension was present — that is, 
Black women joined in the charges against male chau- 
vinism — so they didn’t have to worry about charges 
that they were anti-Black if they charged Black males 
with male chauvinism, too. 

4. They had no illusions about being a “majority,” 


even though there are more women in the population 
than men, because far from a majority of all these 
women shared their views. The women represent dif- 
ferent classes, with very different outlooks on many of 
the most basic goals. 

But despite all these things in their favor, 
the Women’s Liberation Movement has found the 
need for philosophy. The division in the Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS) was precisely on philo- 
sophic questions. Their disintegration was the result 
of their total disregard for philosophy. It has brought 
the Women’s Liberation Movement to an impasse, too. 
But the movement is so objectively valid that no matter 
what, it will keep rising up, over and over again. The 
most important point of the whole movement is that 
the women are objecting to being object, instead of 
Subject, to use the Hegelian term. They are seeking to 
become whole human beings. 

There is a division of Theory into two stages. 
Hegel says that everything depends on grasping 
Truth not as Substance, but as Subject as well. 
The initial stage has to be alone, because otherwise the 
new will not come out. This is why Lenin kept talking 
about the shyness of workers; and why it was important 
for Blacks not always to have some white looking over 
their shoulders. This independence is, however, not for 
separation, but to be able to develop to another 
stage. Then there must be a return to philosophy to 
develop positions in your 
own organization. This 
self-consciousness and 
“taking back our heads” is 
being done to free every- 
one, not to make the same 
mistakes as men. 

Raya took the ar- 
ticle by Barbara B. in 
our pamphlet, Notes on 
Women’s Liberation: We 
Speak in Many Voices, as 
an example of what hap- 
pens when you are not 
grounded in philosophy. 

The article was so anxious 
to establish that Marx was 
wrong that it claims that 
Engels’ theory was what 
Marx drew on for his theory of historical materialism. 
That is totally wrong factually, of course, which would 
be simple to prove even chronologically. But the most 
important error is not the factual one, but the meth- 
odology involved. Marx’s historical materialism dem- 
onstrated that exploitation of labor by capital is rooted 
not only in the division between mental and manual 
labor, but in the relationship of man to woman. And 
Marx showed that all history was movement. History 
is not “past.” It is present, too. All history is the his- 
tory of class struggles. But you have to understand that 
part of the oppression is what the rulers do to rob you 
of your thought, as well as the fruits of your labor. They 
don’t want you to think — just to work. But the great 
truth is that no matter how much they may be 
oppressed, men and women do think, and they 
think their own thoughts. In fact, the more alien- 
ated you are, the greater you are, because the greater 
is your quest for universality. 

Let’s take two theoretical works on women to ex- 
amine what they do and what they don’t do. One is 
Kate Millett’s Sexual Politics, and the other is Simone 
de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex. What is Millett’s failure? 
Hers is an excellent study, but because she is limiting 
her vision to only the woman aspect, she winds up say- 
ing that we had revolutionary activity up until women 
got the vote and then, after 1920, it was all counter- 
revolution. That is a fantastic thing to say when we 
have lived through the Spanish Revolution, the African 
Revolutions, revolutions all over the world. Moreover, 
she fails to see “transformation into opposite.” Thus, 
she criticizes Norman Mailer very correctly for many 
things, but fails to see that he was revolutionary at the 
end of World War II. His The Naked and the Dead was 
one of the greatest works to come out of that entire pe- 
riod. She is not a philosopher, and she thus misses 
the mark as a result. In short, Millett wrote a great 
book, but it needs some criticism — and it is the sort of 
critique that we could do, not with any long thesis, but 
just a few short paragraphs making a few of these im- 
portant points. 

Now take de Beauvoir. She doesn’t like Engels, by 
the way. And she does mention Marx. However, she, 
too, goes nowhere. We could definitely have something 
to say on her works. Again, not a long thesis — a couple 
of paragraphs can say a great deal. 

Finally, let’s come to Philosophy and Revolu- 
tion, my book in progress, which you are here to help 
me finish. It has three major parts. Part I takes up 
Hegel, Marx and Lenin. One of the most important 
parts for us here is the section that deals with how 
Marx concretized Hegel and at the same time broke 
with the whole concept of what is theory. This is where 
history as process comes in. Part II deals with Al- 


ternatives: Trotsky, Mao, and Sartre. And Part 
III is “New Passions and Forces” which deals with 
the Blacks, youth and women. We have been able to 
show why the Black dimension and why the youth are 
these new passions and new forces, because, in fact, 
the Blacks throughout American history and specifi- 
cally since the Montgomery Bus Boycott, as well as the 
Blacks in Africa, have raised questions of deep philo- 
sophic import, whether it was Robert Moses on educa- 
tion or Frantz Fanon on the whole African revolution. 
The same reason — that is, concrete questions that were 
raised — enabled us to show this on the part of youth, 
as well, whether it was Mario Savio on alienation, or 
the French revolt in May, 1968, where the new forms 
of student-workers committees were established. In 
the case of the women, we have not succeeded in hear- 
ing quite that many new voices. What we do know is 
that self-development means that you will gain a 
new dimension in yourselves, will feel a totality 
in the new person you are becoming, as you give 
expression to what you are feeling and thinking. 
The proof of Marxist-Humanism will be in your own 
self-development. 

Marx captured a whole age, and while his philoso- 
phy was based on the study of years and years of human 
activity, past and present, it contains the germs for the 
future. Theory means taking a part of the philosophy 

and developing it for 
your particular period. 
There are divisions in 
theory. You can anticipate, 
but only “in general,” not 
the particular. The im- 
portant period is when 
you are able to single 
out the new category 
for your age. The theory 
of state-capitalism was 
analyzed in 1941, but the 
humanist dimension was 
not reestablished until 
1947. Every new stage of 
cognition comes only when 
a new stage of objectivity 
has been reached. Thus 
theory means recapturing 
the movement that was present in the philosophy, but 
not real yet. What it means is that when a new force aris- 
es, you can catch it if you are rooted in the philosophy. 

It sounds wonderful to say “unite all women” — but 
it is utopian to say we should (or could) unite all women 
in, for example, a day-care center issue. What have we 
decided are the most important elements in the move- 
ment today? Proletarian and Black dimension. 
Therefore, concentrating on that, though it may sound 
“narrow,” is the only way to really broaden the move- 
ment. Why is it that after all the magnificent demon- 
strations throughout the past year, we hear complaints 
that no group is doing anything? Because of the class 
differences in the movement. There is “tokenism” of 
all kinds, on all kinds of questions — and some women 
are going to be allowed to break into new fields and get 
some good jobs — because the rulers are afraid of the 
real movement, from below. 

What we are doing, because our philosophy is a 
total one, is listening to these voices from below, and 
working out a theory for the movement based on that. 
What we have to do is bring out the new dimensions 
of women as revolutionary force. The greatest strength 
of the movement is its spontaneity. This is the time 
when the objective time and the subjective situation 
have exploded. The self-development we are talking 
about is not the careerist woman, but the woman who 
thought she didn’t know how to speak. Ever since we 
began News & Letters, over 15 years ago, the tape ma- 
chine has been the “magic box” that recorded what 
workers, Blacks, and women were feeling and think- 
ing, and permitted us to transcribe those ideas and put 
them in the paper for others to share. 

Correspondence has always been considered 
of primary importance to us, as well. Correspon- 
dence with others, to share our ideas, and elicit theirs. 
In fact, the history of News and Letters Committees 
goes all the way back to the American Revolution on 
this question of correspondence — because it was dur- 
ing the American Revolution that Committees of Corre- 
spondence became one of the most important develop- 
ments of the revolution. And that is exactly where our 
conception of our organization as a new form of “Com- 
mittees of Correspondence” came from. 

We cannot forget, either, that it is no accident that 
ours is the only Left political organization whose the- 
oretical founder is a woman. 

The work ahead is not going to be easy. But it 
will be exciting because it will be breaking totally new 
ground. It is work that needs to be done, and nobody 
else is doing it. Don’t forget that our magnificent or- 
ganization did not come to be what it is easily. It took a 
lot of very hard work — and it is far from being finished. 
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Seeking justice for 43 in Ayotzinapa 


Caravans 43 in Detroit 

Detroit — The “Caravana 43,” some of the courageous 
parents of 43 students “disappeared” in September, 
from the Normal Rural School Raul Isidro Burgos in 
Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, Mexico, arrived in Detroit April 
12 to raise awareness and funds for their continued 

12 years in the SHU 

Pelican Bay Prison, Calif. — Twelve years have passed 
since I entered the Security Housing Unit (SHU) on 
gang validation. This year I turned 53 years old. My 
cognitive skills over this past decade have taken an odd 
turn. The deterioration is discernible. When I first ar- 
rived I was attentive and, if you’ll excuse the expres- 
sion, bright-eyed. I thought I could beat this thing, 
whatever this thing was. I confess — I was ignorant. 

Today, I could be found at my cell front. 
My fingers stuffed through the perforated met- 
al door, a mechanism forged of heavy gauge. I 
hang limp. My head angled in a daze. My mind 
lost in a dense fog of nothingness. I’m withering 
away, I know it, and I no longer care. Hopeless- 
ness is a virus that occupies a quiet space un- 
der my tongue like some forgotten stone. But in 
truth, I am the forgotten one. I am the sum of the 
parts that make up the whole. Concentration: an 
abstract invention for those with half a mind if 
half a mind were the thing to waste. And some- 
one screams behind me: waste not, want not. But 
what’s to waste when all you are is a virus that no 
one’s allowed to touch. 

Funny. When I think of validation, I remember Fri- 
days after work, cashing my paycheck, handing over a 
parking stub to the bank teller, asking to be validated. 
And I thought, how cool is this: validation for free! 

Yes, this is me, the ignorant me. Today, wasting 
what’s left of the other half. 

IMAGINING LIFE OUTSIDE 

If I were to imagine life outside of Pelican Bay, out- 
side of the SHU, I’d have to imagine a hospital. And be- 
tween you and me, I don’t like hospitals. I don’t like the 
stench of sanitized sheets, industrial ammonia. Gowns 
that open from the back, polka dots and paper slippers. 

Looney Tunes in loony beds, leather straps and 
leather masks. Shocks and shots and broken ribs. The 
truth is, we’re all broken in our own way. We’ve been 
undone, unwound. The inside of our plastic skulls — 
raked and routed. A composition of cracks and fissures 
where nothing will ever be the same again. To put it 
in better perspective, or at least one you’d understand: 
Once, long ago, I adopted a puppy. He was a miniature 
red Doberman. Naturally I named him Red. 

Red had been abused so terribly that in 
house-training him, if I raised my voice without 
warning, he’d shake something awful until he 
wet himself. I remember I had to hold him to feed 
him, otherwise he’d starve himself. Maybe he 
thought he was so bad he didn’t deserve food. So 
loathsome he didn’t deserve to be held. It took a 
long time for him to warm to me. 

I think what did it for Red was when I chose to sleep 
on the floor with him in my room. He must’ve seen me 
as his equal. I really liked the way he pressed his wet 
nose against my neck, in the middle of the night. I think 
in his own way he was thanking me for treating him, 
dare I say, humanely. Like family. Like a friend. And 
today, I imagine life outside of the SHU and a terrible 
sadness overwhelms me. I can’t help but wonder, what 
will I not be deserving of? 

At 70, 80, who would want to hold and care for me? 

— C.F. Villa 


search for their children. The disappearances sparked 
thousands to protest across Mexico and in the U.S., 
where they were joined by Occupy Wall Street Zapatista 
in a rally in Washington, D.C., in January. These 43 
disappeared students are only a few of thousands dis- 
appeared and murdered in Mexico by drug gangs and 
local and national “law enforcement.” (See Jan. -Feb. 
News & Letters.) 

The Caravana, which has stopped in many cities, 
forges solidarity with North Americans while empha- 
sizing the U.S. government’s role in allowing the hor- 
rible drug wars to continue. One Detroit organizer said, 



“We see the same thing here that has completely cor- 
rupted Mexico. The stories we heard broke our hearts, 
but the people are not giving up.” 

A woman outside the Mexican consulate joined us 
because her brother had disappeared in Mexico, and 
nothing was done. She wept as the names were called 
of the disappeared students. We have found that this 
issue resonates with Mexicans, because so many thou- 
sands of people have gone missing with no arrests ever 
made. They call it impunity — impunidad. 

Even though a group of us from Detroit and across 
the state offered hospitality and held fundraisers in 
preparation for Caravana 43 arriving in our cities, we 
can’t imagine doing what these parents are doing: tell- 
ing the story over and over to strangers, getting back on 
the road and doing it all over, day after day. 

I am grateful for the courageous travelers from 
Ayotzinapa. We hope we have made a difference for 
them, as they have for us. 

— Susan Van Gelder 

Caravana 43 in the Bay Area 

Berkeley, Calif. — On April 2, students from the Nor- 
mal Rural School in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, Mexico, 
and parents of some of the 43 disappeared normalis- 
tas brought “Caravana 43” to Civic Center Park near 
downtown. 

A campesino on the panel told the crowd 
that he and other parents have been living at 
the school since September 2014, when the kid- 
napping took place. They found comfort in being 
around the workshops and tables their sons used 
when they hoped to become teachers who would 
serve poor communities in Guerrero. He said the 
government is afraid of poor people with knowl- 
edge. 

One student from the school remarked that the 
law ranks students and teachers among delinquents, 
vandals and narco-traffickers. “But,” he continued, “the 
only weapons we have are our books and our conscious- 
ness. They fear us the most because the conscious in- 
dividual is more dangerous to a government than any 
drug dealer or criminal. A conscious people are a free 
people.” 

— David M’Oto 


Letter from Mexico 

Zapatistas on praxis 

by G.W.F. Hector 

Mexico City — On May 2, 2014, a paramilitary group 
hired by the State murdered the Zapatista teacher Ga- 
leano and destroyed an autonomous school building in 
La Realidad, Chiapas. One year later, with the help of 
Zapatista supporters worldwide, the Zapatistas fin- 
ished reconstructing the building, now turned into a 
school and clinic. 

Following the grand opening, they published a se- 
ries of communications. One of them stated: 

“The entirety of the funds required to construct the 
huge buildings where the powerful hide... would not be 
enough to pay for even a single drop of Indigenous Za- 
patista blood. That is why we feel that this is the most 
expensive building in the world. ...So [the mass media] 
should say. ..that Indigenous Zapatista girls and boys at- 
tend the most expensive school in the world. And that the 
men, women, boys, girls, elderly, indigenous, Zapatistas, 
Mexicans, when they get sick in La Realidad, will be 
treated in the most expensive clinic on earth.” 

They are saying that the Zapatistas don’t 
measure the value of a building by its price, but 
by its human value. We can confirm that, first, 
by attending to the concept of compa/work day 
(CWD), compa meaning comrade, which accord- 
ing to them “could be thought of as equivalent to 
socially necessary labor time. However... CWD is 
not a unit of measure of value, [but] a referent in 
order to compare the individual and the collective 
(an individual would have taken almost seven 
years to do what a collective did in almost seven 
months).” 

The difference between the capitalist mode of pro- 
duction, with its unstoppable need to accumulate value, 
and freely associated labor carried out by the Zapatista 
communities couldn’t be bigger. They produce use val- 
ues — clinics, schools, etc. The work is done by people, 
for people, in a way that helps develop the physical and 
spiritual creativity of the community to its fullness: hu- 
man power as its own end. 

The Zapatistas are not just creating a new 
world in practice, but in theory — as we have seen 
by the radical concept CWD, which opens new 
possibilities to emancipatory social movements. 
Or, better to say: They can develop revolutionary 
theory because they develop simultaneously a 
revolutionary practice (and vice versa). 

The Zapatistas understand this joining between 
theory and practice; that’s why they are organizing 
an international seminar of critical thought in Oven- 
tik, Chiapas, in May. Their invitation refers to critical 
thought as a sentinel: “whoever works on analytic think- 
ing takes a shift as a guard at the watch-post. ” Further- 
more: “[The critical thought] is... part of the whole, noth- 
ing more, but nothing less,” as in a jigsaw puzzle, where 
“the whole exists because of all the parts, and of course. . . 
each part acquires its meaning in relation with all the 
others. ” 

This analogy refers to the dialectic relation be- 
tween theory and practice, whose understanding has 
made the Zapatista movement one of the most signifi- 
cant. Not pragmatism, neither academic nor vanguard- 
ist theoreticism, but practice itself as a form of theory, 
and theory itself as a form of practice, that’s what the 
Zapatistas have been developing in their action and 
thoughts for more than 20 years. Are we learning from 
the Zapatistas’ methodology and experiences? 

Readers: We want to hear from you! Write to 
us or email! See contact information below. 
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WOMEN AS REASON 

The idea of rape culture (“From 
Turkey to USA, women as force & rea- 
son fight inhumanity,” March-April 
N&L) seems like it’s existed forever but 
maybe it has not been articulated that 
way till fairly recently? Terry Moon’s 
article showed that now it is being ar- 
ticulated as demanding a transforma- 
tion of all human relationships. What 
seems new to me is women’s demand 
for men to take responsibility and men’s 
willingness to do so as evidenced by the 
Turkish men demonstrating in skirts 
and the men in the U.S. speaking out 
against street harassment and domestic 
violence. Social worker 

Chicago 

One of the most important sentenc- 
es of “From Turkey to USA...” is the one 
about “the movement in thought” expe- 
rienced by the Women’s 
Liberation Movement 
worldwide. In the dia- 
lectical link between 
individual and social 
dimensions, women’s 
struggle is not just 
against “machismo,” as 
a question of behavior of 
men and women in “pri- 
vate life,” but a struggle against “rape 
culture,” understood as the conjunction 
of economic, political and cultural deter- 
minations that systematically reproduce 
the oppression of women. Even women 
exploit women, because it is the system 
that does that. There lies the impor- 
tance of uprooting completely this capi- 
talist, fascist, machismo society. Women 
from below are a decisive revolutionary 
subject for this transformation. 

G.W.F. Hector 
Mexico D.F. 

From the very beginning of the 
Women’s Liberation Movement there 
were women who had a deep critique of 
the entire society and wanted a revolu- 
tion, wanted society to be completely 
transformed. But in terms of what has 
come from below, I think Moon caught 
that the critique of existing society is in 
some ways deeper. It means something 
different when a critique comes from be- 
low and is so explicitly expressed. 

Women’s Liberationist 
Chicago 

Purvi Patel was sentenced to 20 
years in prison for “neglect of a depen- 
dent and feticide.” You cannot do both, 
of course, but what Patel did was nei- 
ther. She self-induced an abortion and 
they’re lynching her for it. Women are 
still second-class citizens in America. 
We are, together, capable of change. To- 
day. Now. I never thought, in my brief 
lifetime, that we would have less rights 
instead of equal rights. We are going in 
the wrong direction. Outraged 

Nashville 


WE ALL CAN’T BREATHE 

The essay, “Reflections on Marx’s 
Humanism and Fanon” (Jan. -Feb. 2015 
N&L) is a fine example of the connec- 
tion between Marx and Fanon, i.e., the 
universality of humanism. In addition, 
it shows the relevancy of both men to 
our present world. Overthrowing the es- 
trangement of life was what Marx and 
Fanon made their central focus. If an ef- 
fort is made by humanity to burst asun- 
der the existing oppressive social rela- 
tions of capital, then it is wise to heed 
the call for a re-reading of Marx, par- 
ticularly his humanist perspective. The 
imperative for humanity is to entirely 
uproot the abstraction of socially neces- 
sary labor time, in its current guise of 
global capital. Then it will be possible 
for humanity to unfurl the banner of 
liberation, “From each according to her 
ability, to each according to her need.” 
Indeed, the fertile ground on which hu- 
manity can begin to construct new soci- 
etal relations is founded upon the prin- 
ciple of humanism. Bro. Faruq 

Represa, Calif. 


To come to humanism as an answer, 
to grasp that about Marx in spite of what 
has been made of him over the years, is 
significant. The dream of a shared hu- 
manity is the opposite of a nightmare of 
estrangement and is in line with Fanon, 
who said to leave Europe and to go on to 
create a new human being. Mohammed 
Elnaiem is speaking as a Black man but 
his hope is for a new humanity for every- 
one. Prisoner support activist 

California 

Mohammed Elnaiem is questioning 
“progress.” Is there progress? Or is it 
only the struggle? Marx didn’t articulate 
“Black masses as vanguard at turning 
points in history,” Marxist-Humanism 
did that. There is something about the 
centrality of Black masses in defining 
what freedom means in the U.S., but 
also in the world today. You could say 
that there has been slavery all through- 
out history. Yet the confluence of racism 
and revolution in U.S. history makes it 
unique. Asian American 

Oakland, Calif. 


MIDDLE EAST 

We are fighting to live free and safe 
here. In Yemen, a developing country 
facing a growing risk of civil wars and 
terrorist groups, we are definitely in 
need to tell the world what is happen- 
ing. Women and children suffer the most 
persecution and violations in Yemen, es- 
pecially during the wars. I live in Sana’a, 
the capital of Yemen, and there are a lot 
of daily war stories that should be told. 
The situation in Yemen is getting worse 
day by day. Civilian 

Sana’a, Yemen 

In At Tuwani in Palestine, where I 
have lived and worked as a human rights 
worker over the years, Jewish colonists 
and the Israeli military harass, attack 
and arrest Palestinians who attempt to 
graze their sheep on their own lands, 
which are in the process of being seized 
at gunpoint by the very same Jewish 
colonists and Israeli military. Ceylon 

Memphis 


60 YEARS OF N&L 

Though the world is in a constant 
state of flux, this moment in history 
seems to be both more progressive and 
more dangerous than any other moment 
in history. The mainstream media is 
driven by commercialism and whatever 
idealism is maintained is due to ques- 
tionable reasons. Then there is N&L. 
This paper talks about those who seem 
invisible to the mainstream media and 
gives a poignant voice to the otherwise 
voiceless. It provides an open forum for 
the free expression of ideas, the defini- 
tion of history that without this publica- 
tion may go undiscovered or ignored. 

If not for N&L and the multi-na- 
tional News and Letters family, we may 
not have seen the inside of a revolution 
in Ukraine, Egypt, Syria, or right here 
in these United States except through 
sound bites. We would not know about 
the plight of the prisoners in Pelican Bay, 
and we may have forgotten about those 
who languish in limbo at Guantanamo 
Bay. We wouldn’t see in-depth reporting 
on the fight of women or discussions on 
LGBT issues, and we would not discover 
that the economy at the grassroots level 
(i.e., the workers) is still as sick as ever. 

Hegel writes that: “...nothing great 
in the world has been accomplished with- 
out passion.” With N&L, passion has 
been defined and honored for 60 years. 
My association with News and Letters 
Committees has spanned 16 years, and 
the quality of the journalism and com- 
mentary through the newspaper, and 


its proponents, have always been com- 
pelling, insightful and true to — in my 
mind — the vision and body of ideas of 
Raya Dunayevskaya. In order to safely 
traverse a minefield, one must have a 
map. In order to progressively pursue a 
revolution, one must first have a voice. 
N&L and News and Letters Commit- 
tees are those tools that allow all voices 
for change, freedom and humanity to be 
heard. Robert Taliaferro 

Black River Falls, Wise. 

Congrats on the 60th birthday of 
N&L. I didn’t come to News and Letters 
Committees until 1960, the first youth 
of the New Left/Civil Rights generation. 

Richard Greeman 
France 

I hope that friends of News and Let- 
ters Committees will be encouraged by 
the publication of the Draft Perspectives 
to intervene in the process of forming 
the perspectives of News and Letters 
Committees. N&LC is alone among the 
Left in seeking to incorporate the ideas 
of people not in the organization in its 
perspectives. I think it is important that 
it begins by highlighting the new and 
historic role of the Black masses as van- 
guard in challenging U.S. racism and by 
highlighting all the forces of resistance 
to this corrupt system. At the same time, 
we recognize that the forces of counter- 
revolution are on the rise around the 
world, including in the U.S. 

I shudder at the thought of Scott 
Walker as president. He would drag la- 
bor relations back to the 19th Century 
just as he is doing in Wisconsin. Here 
in New York, even with the election of 
a “progressive” mayor, police violence 
continues, homelessness is increas- 
ing rapidly and the city government is 
busy making deals with major real es- 
tate developers to build expensive hous- 
ing without addressing the needs of the 
poor. As the Draft Perspectives notes, 
whether in New York or in Syria, what 
is needed is a total philosophy of free- 
dom, which is what Marxist-Humanism 
can offer. Natalia Spiegel 

Queens, N.Y. 


WHAT KIND OF LABOR? 

Raya tells how the Coal Miners’ 
Strike of 1949-1950 gave her a new 
point of departure to develop revolution- 
ary thought (“Miners inspired Marxist- 
Humanism,” March-April N&L). That’s 
because she didn’t see this strike just as 
“practice,” but as practice being itself a 
form of theory. Two intertwined things — 
understanding mass movements as 
forms of thought, and the dialectical 
method — are the two main ingredients 
of Marxist-Humanism. How are we rec- 
reating it for our time? In Mexico, for 
example, the actions of the Zapatistas; 
the autonomous councils developed by 
the people in Guerrero as forms of self- 
government; the peasants organizing 
to stop the neoliberal projects in their 
lands, among other movements, are not 
just “practice,” but practice we should 
direct our senses to in order to discover 
in it a form of theory. This is needed to 
understand and potentiate the dialectic 
of revolution brought up by the masses 
themselves. Activist/thinker 

Mexico 

Dunayevskaya’s essay is interesting 
to publish when News and Letters Com- 
mittees is commemorating the founda- 
tion of its organization and newspaper 
60 years ago. It speaks to the relation- 
ship between philosophy, practice, and 
organization/newspaper. Without the 
development of a body of ideas (Marxist- 
Humanism) there could have been no 
serious founding of a revolutionary or- 
ganization and its newspaper. Rather, 



Dunayevskaya’s description of the min- 
ers’ action and their impact on her own 
development of the ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism speaks to the crucial rela- 
tionship of theory/practice, philosophy/ 
revolution. The actions of the miners 
and subsequent movements from below, 
such as the 1953 East German workers’ 
revolt, revealed to Dunayevskaya that 
the masses’ practice from below had 
the seeds of, was itself a form of, theory. 
With such a realization, she could dis- 
cern a new philosophic moment, Abso- 
lute Negativity as New Beginning, as 
the philosophic vantage point for con- 
structing a revolutionary organization 
and its newspaper — weapons for social 
transformation. The two-way road be- 
tween action and thought became the 
key for founding News and Letters and 
its newspaper. In turn our celebration 
needs to be a reaching for the future 
with this concept of theory/practice. 

Eugene Walker 

Mexico 

When the miners asked in 1949 
“what kind of labor should a human 
being do,” it was because they were fac- 
ing such a horrendous monstrosity, the 
continuous miner. The question of “what 
kind of labor” must go beyond the specif- 
ic job. Htun Lin gets right to where eco- 
nomics interfaces with humanism (“Re- 
claim our labor,” March-April N&L). In 
healthcare it’s right there: the patient 
and the caregiver as people vs. economic 
data. Nurses are so militant because 
they try to maintain health care as a hu- 
man relationship. David M’Oto 

Oakland, Calif. 

I go to Kaiser Mental Health and 
gave Htun Lin’s article on the “CNA 
nurses strike” (Jan. -Feb. N&L) to my 
caregiver. She was so excited to read it 
and learned a lot from it. A major is- 
sue of the mental health workers is the 
shortage of staff. It’s bad for the patients 
too as there’s a six to eight week wait for 
follow up appointments. 

Retiree 
Los Angeles 


PRISONERS IN USA 

The life of 
political pris- 
oner Mumia 
Abu- Jamal 
is in serious 
danger. His 
blood sugar 
has skyrock- 
eted a num- 
ber of times 
recently, his skin is leathery, the diet 
being given him in a prison hospital is 
completely inappropriate and he is thin! 
Finally, after much begging, some visi- 
tors, including his brother, Keith Cook, 
were allowed into his sick room to visit. 
Supporters of Mumia are calling for him 
to immediately obtain independent, spe- 
cialized medical (non-prison) treatment. 
To be part of the movement to get Mumia 
the medical help he needs, see http:// 
www.freemumia.com/. Mumia is a for- 
mer Black Panther, member of MOVE, 
and has been unfairly imprisoned for the 
killing of police officer Daniel Faulkner. 

Mumia supporter 
Chicago 

*** 

As you may or may not know, Texas 
prisons do not pay for work or duties 
performed. And this joint and individual 
struggle for pay continues. Please con- 
tinue my subscription, as N&L is most 
informative about other struggles being 
advanced and argued in various arenas 
throughout the world. There are in ex- 
cess of 40 persons who read and share 
my copy. Prisoner 

Iowa Park, Texas 


TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to N&L? It 
will be shared with many others. 


HIM 
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continued from p. 1 

At a national march on Washington last Decem- 
ber that was called by A1 Sharpton’s National Action 
Network, some youth demanded the microphone. Be- 
fore the mike was cut off, Elzie declared, “This move- 
ment was started by the young people. We started this. It 
should be young people all over this stage.” 2 

In New York, two young women were mostly re- 
sponsible for organizing the massive 60,000 strong Mil- 
lions March. Both are artists, Synead Nichols, 23, and 
Umaara Elliot, 19. 

This fight against racism explicitly confronts the 
state. In Wisconsin, after the police murder of unarmed 
19-year-old Tony Robinson in March, thousands of 
African Americans, university students and professors, 
high school students and workers marched through the 
streets of Madison. Brandi Grayson with the Young, 
Gifted and Black Coalition proclaimed, “The purpose of 
this march and this movement is [to] connect the dots be- 
tween the different forms of injustice and how it all leads 
back to state violence. Stripping resources from our local 
communities is state violence. Cutting hundreds of mil- 
lions from the University of Wisconsin is state violence. 
The non-taxation of corporations and the over-taxation 
of the poor and middle class is state violence.” 

What is new is not that women of color have taken 
huge responsibility for a movement; what is new is that 
it is now, albeit often grudgingly, acknowledged. Women 
are refusing to step back and are challenging men who 
tell them they should. LGBTQ people are right there 
too. The battle is not yet won. Andrea Ritchie, director 
of New York City’s Streetwise and Safe, an organization 
working with Queer youth of color, in speaking of the 
fact that so many women of color have also been mur- 
dered by New York cops, said, 

“[Women] never become part of the story of state vio- 
lence. No matter how many women are in the leadership 
of the movement challenging police brutality, our experi- 
ences are never at the center of the conversation.” 

Women of color are also the largest part of the 
workers fighting for a living wage at companies like 
Walmart and McDonald’s, both of which recently bowed 
to pressure and promised blanket wage raises for their 
lowest-paid employees. The raises, however, come no- 
where near a living wage and did not apply to franchis- 
es or contractors, and the struggles continue. April 15 
protests demanding $15 an hour went ahead in several 
cities, drawing thousands of workers. (See report, p. 3.) 

It is no accident that Black Lives Matter events 
keep crisscrossing with strikes and protests for a $15 
minimum wage. In these movements it is widely un- 
derstood that we are up against an establishment, even 
a social system. The same forces cheering on cops who 
kill Blacks also support busting unions, throwing peo- 
ple off food stamps, shutting down abortion clinics, and 
legalizing discrimination against LGBTQ people. 

The philosophy of liberation reveals that struggles 
for freedom are as integral to the history of the U.S. as 
is its history of systemic racism. This insight — and the 
actual tracing of that history in American Civilization 
on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard and other Marxist- 
Humanist works — are central to the 60 years of News 
and Letters Committees. It is a time period in which, as 
American Civilization on Trial put it: 

“The Black dimension in the U.S. as well as in Af- 
rica showed that we had, indeed, reached a totally new 
movement from practice to theory that was itself a new 
form of theory. It was this new movement from practice — 
those new voices from below — which we heard, recorded, 
and dialectically developed. Those voices demanded that 
a new movement from theory be rooted in that movement 
from practice and become developed to the point of phi- 
losophy — a philosophy of world revolution. ” 

This philosophical foundation becomes even more 
urgent today, when the election of a Black president 
cannot hide the resurgence of virulent racism, from 
the police killings of young people to the code words of 
national politics, from resegregated schools to racially 
slanted budget cuts in government jobs, unemployment 
benefits and Medicaid. 

II. Things fall apart 

The overall crisis in the economy and politics is 
global. Most starkly, the U.S. occupation of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, enveloped in empty rhetoric of democracy 
and human rights, has in reality meant direct killings, 
torture and baseless imprisonment of many civilians, 
as well as collaboration with warlords and authoritar- 
ian figures such as Iraq’s former Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki, handpicked by the Bush administration, 
whose oppressive sectarianism helped fuel the rise of 
the Islamic State (IS or Daesh). The hollowness of that 
rhetoric is seen as well in how women’s freedom — one of 
the justifications for the U.S. war in Afghanistan — has 
been pushed aside. The worsening situation for Afghan 
women, whose slim gains in education and bodily in- 
tegrity are rapidly being destroyed, is treated by the 
U.S. as an inconvenient fact best ignored. (See “Afghan 


2. Gene Demby, “Protesters Of Police Violence Divided By 
Generation,” Dec. 14, 2014, NPR Weekend Edition. 


women demand justice,” p. 2.) 

For eight years President Obama has vowed to 
end the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, but he has been 
dragged back by ever newer waves of fighting and by 
the weakness and corruption of the client regimes set 
up by his predecessor. As an alternative to “boots on 
the ground,” he has ramped up the drone war that has 
hastened the disintegration of Yemen and Pakistan. 

Obama may seem the opposite of the hubris of the 
Bush-Cheney administration’s illusion that it could re- 
shape the earth at will. However, it was Obama who 
had to admit ruefully that his major accomplishments 
include being “really good at killing people. Didn’t know 
that was gonna be a strong suit of mine.” 3 4 

It is not only that global power politics overrides 
even a top leader’s subjective desires. It is that in this 
realm of supreme alienation, the consciousness of “good” 
and “bad” turn into each other. In Hegel’s analysis, 

“This type of spiritual life is the absolute and uni- 
versal inversion of reality 
and thought, their entire 
estrangement, the one 
from the other; it is pure 
culture. What is found 
out in this sphere is that 
neither the concrete re- 
alities, state-power and 
wealth, nor their deter- 
minate conceptions, good 
and bad, nor the con- 
sciousness of good and 
bad (the consciousness 
that is noble and the con- 
sciousness that is base) 
possess real truth; it is 
found that all these mo- 
ments are inverted and 
transmuted the one into 
the other, and each is the 
opposite of itself.” 

Hegel could speak so incisively to our age be- 
cause he was writing of an age in crisis, and our age 
is characterized by the totality of its crisis. The birth 
of Marxist-Humanism and therefore the 60 years of 
News and Letters Committees emerged from that total 
contradiction, in which counter-revolution is in the very 
innards of revolution. Those who aim for a new society 
are forced to confront the question of what happens af- 
ter revolutionary conquest of power — not in the sense of 
a blueprint but its very opposite, the need for absolute 
liberation as a process, in which self-activity of masses 
and self-determination of the idea of freedom unite to 
propel revolutionary transformation forward until the 
divide between mental and manual labor is abolished. 

From its beginnings, Marxist-Humanism recog- 
nized such a drive in the questions coming from work- 
ers about “What kind of labor should a human being 
do?” in search of “no division between thinking and 
doing.” (See “Miners inspired Marxist-Humanism,” 
March-April 2015 N&L.) Thus, our first book, Marxism 
and Freedom by Raya Dunayevskaya, held: 

“...the workers have been acting out Hegel’s Abso- 
lute Idea and have thus concretized and deepened the 
movement from practice to theory. . . .It is the totality of 
the present world crisis which compels us to turn to 
Hegel and his Absolutes....”' 1 

In the absence of successful social revolution, to- 
day’s total crisis is shown in a world capitalist order 
that is falling apart economically, politically, environ- 
mentally, and in thought. That does not mean that we 
can wait for capitalism to collapse and step aside for a 
new society. On the contrary. Its desperation makes it 
that much more vicious, and it threatens to doom all of 
humanity with it. 

The transformation of the “mission accomplished” 
2003 invasion of Iraq into a failed occupation is one as- 
pect of the crumbling of the post-Cold War “new world 
order” (so named by the first President Bush). This de- 
feat for U.S. imperialism is hardly an unqualified vic- 
tory for freedom fighters, as it has led to sectarian con- 
flict and the rise of IS. 

A. Arab Spring: 
Revolution and war 

In the case of Arab Spring, the efforts of global 
and regional imperialist powers to suppress the his- 
toric wave of uprisings have led, after four years, to 
a growing regional war. In particular, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia have faced off along the lines of their respective 
religious sectarianisms. The Iranian state’s genocidal 
support of Syria’s Assad regime, and the Saudi efforts 
to suppress revolution in Bahrain and Yemen — which 
would become direct threats to monarchical rule on the 
Arabian Peninsula — lay the basis for a potential sectar- 
ian holocaust. 

The U.S. views narrow nationalist and sectarian 
forces as generally less dangerous than actual libera- 
tion movements like those that created the Arab Spring. 

3. Mark Halperin and John Heilemann, Double Down: Game 
Change 2012 (Penguin Press, 2013), p. 55. 

4. Raya Dunayevskaya, Marxism and Freedom, pp. 37, 39. 


This only makes it more important to heed the 
words of Syrian revolutionary Yassin al-Haj Saleh, who 
has criticized the Western Left’s inability to see under- 
lying realities in the Middle East: 

“The problem is that their narrow anti-imperialist 
worldview only sees Obama, Putin, Hollande, Erdogan, 
Khamenei, Qatari Emir Hamad, Saudi King Abdullah, 
Hassan Nasrallah, and Bashar al-Assad. Possibly they 
see also Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al Baghdadi. We, 
rank-and-file Syrians, refugees, women, students, intel- 
lectuals, human rights activists, political prisoners... 
do not exist. I think this high-politics, Western-centered 
worldview is better suited for the right and the ultra- 
right fascists” ( New Politics, Winter 2015). 

In fact, events across the region testify to the fail- 
ure of world imperialism and local rulers to impose 
their wills. Whatever seeming alliances exist among 
various state actors and their local clients, the inco- 
herence among them is more significant. Thus the 

U.S. works openly with 
Iranian-supported Shia 
militias in fighting the Is- 
lamic State in Iraq, takes 
a rhetorical distance from 
Iran’s client Assad in Syr- 
ia, and participates in the 
Saudi bombing campaign 
against the Houthi militia 
in Yemen that Iran sym- 
pathizes with. 

That U.S. relations 
with Saudi Arabia are no 
more coherent could be 
seen in the testimony giv- 
en to Congress, by Com- 
mander of U.S. Central 
Command General Lloyd 
Austin, on the bombing in 
Yemen: “I don’t currently 
know the specific goals and objectives of the Saudi cam- 
paign, and I’d have to know that to be able to assess the 
likelihood of success.” 

What does stand out in the last four years of 
U.S. policy toward the Middle East is its consistently 
counter-revolutionary role, from its support for Egypt’s 
military to its efforts to limit international support 
for Assad’s secular opponents, and from its silence on 
Bahrain’s repression of protesters to its part in short- 
circuiting Yemen’s Change Square by pushing instead 
a transition to a new president. 

While Iran and Saudi Arabia, along with Israel, 
have long threatened regional war as rhetoric, the real- 
ity of the Arab Spring revolutions has made sure that 
they enter into it in various defensive postures. They 
aren’t attempting to expand their regional influence so 
much as to avoid the loss of influence — more, the exis- 
tential threat — that they see in the potential overthrow 
of regimes in Syria, Bahrain and Yemen. 

YEMEN IN THE CROSSHAIRS 

The extent to which current war moves are direct- 
ed against the Arab Spring can be measured in Yemen, 
where both Houthi militia members and their Sunni op- 
ponents were represented in Change Square in Sana’a 
in 2011. There they worked and debated alongside other 
forces in Yemeni society — including, for a short time, 
women — breaking down sectarian divisions in the aspi- 
ration for a new society. This mostly involved everyday 
people, and not the “leadership class.” 

One of the first moves toward the current crisis was 
the imposition of a political blueprint on the revolution 
that left the Houthis unrepresented. Now the Houthi 
leadership finds itself in an uneasy alliance with for- 
mer dictator Ali Abdullah Saleh, who controls parts 
of the old military. This fatal compromise belies their 
“revolutionary” pretense — as do attempts to impose 
dress codes and other sanctions on women in Sana’a, 
and the shooting of protesters in Taiz and Torba. 

Former President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi’s le- 
gitimacy is further discredited by the Saudi patronage. 
The Saudis are the world’s largest importers of weap- 
onry, and the U.S. is promising to further supply them 
with whatever is necessary to conquer small, impover- 
ished Yemen. Civilians are already dying. Hadi’s recent 
effort to co-opt South Yemen’s desire for independence 
appears to have been a non-starter, as he was forced 
to flee Aden and ended up in Saudi Arabia. There he 
is serving as the figurehead for a reactionary alliance 
including the Gulf monarchies, fundamentalist Sudan, 
and Egypt’s military regime under Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. 

Sisi, who presents himself as secular, is forced to 
participate in this alliance — despite his wishes for rap- 
prochement with Iran — by his dependence on Saudi fi- 
nancial largesse. They have contributed billions of dol- 
lars to his regime. The new Saudi rulers, under King 
Salman, are calling in that debt. 

EGYPT: FEAR OF A SECOND REVOLUTION 

At home Sisi presides over ferocious repres- 
sion, murdering peaceful protesters like Shaimaa al- 
Sabbagh, jailing more, and suppressing all dissent, 

continued on p. 8 



Bombed-out neighborhood in Yemen. Eyewitnesses say this house “was 
destroyed on the heads of all the occupants” on April 12. 
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especially from the Left — though at first the pretext 
was removing from office the highly unpopular Muslim 
Brotherhood administration of Mohamed Morsi. 

The intensity of repression reveals the Egyptian 
rulers’ fear of a second, deeper revolution in the home 
of that most exciting of Arab Spring revolutions, where 
the occupation of Tahrir Square shone with the light 
of new human relations in embryo. Lacking a philoso- 
phy of revolution, the movement fell prey to capitalist 
ideology that substituted elections for real self-determi- 
nation through continued self-organization of masses 
in motion. The constricted democracy of bourgeois elec- 
tions reduced itself to a choice between a representa- 
tive of the old Mubarak regime and the Muslim Broth- 
erhood’s Morsi. When Morsi’s presidency too revealed 
itself as anti-labor as well as anti-woman, mass discon- 
tent resurfaced — but the masses, still not armed with a 
philosophy of revolution, failed to prevent the military 
from taking advantage of the situation with a coup that 
has essentially restored the old regime with new faces. 

While Sisi was able to take advantage of the in- 
ability of the Egyptian revolutionaries to articulate a 
concept of second negativity — what they were for as 
a total break with existing social relations, not only 
what they were against — nevertheless, his devious 
path to power illustrates Karl Marx’s point about the 
difference between social and merely political revolu- 
tion. Between the spirit of Tahrir Square, aspiring to 
a radically new and different society, and the attempts 
to reduce that by the rulers, lies Marx’s point: “however 
limited an industrial revolt may be, it contains within 
itself a universal soul: and however universal a politi- 
cal revolt may be, its colossal form conceals a narrow 
spirit” (“Critical Notes on ‘The King of Prussia,”’ 1844). 
SYRIA IN JAWS OF COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

The collapse of Assad’s forces in Busra al-Sham and 
then Idlib City showed again the ultimate weakness of 
his genocidal regime, propped up by the “respectable” 
world for the last four years. Assad’s regime has now 
killed over 200,000 Syrians, most of them civilians, and 
forced over 10 million people out of their homes, the 
worst refugee crisis of the century. 

Secretary of State John Kerry’s recent statement 
that the U.S. must eventually negotiate with Assad fur- 
ther worsened the stench of U.S. responsibility for the 
carnage inflicted upon the Syrian people. As the revo- 
lutionaries of Kafranbel wrote on March 22: 

“Obama! Doing nothing is hard, you never know 
when you’re done. Haven’t you ever heard about NFZ [a 
No Fly Zone] to protect civilians?” 

Rather than a No Fly Zone, the U.S. shares air- 
space with Assad’s air force over Syria. U.S. planes 
bound for the support of Kurdish forces in Rojava, in 
their fight against the Islamic State, cross paths with 
Syrian planes filled with barrel bombs or chemical 
weapons bound to decimate civilian neighborhoods. 

The Syrian Revolution hasn’t respected the rhe- 
torical or real lines of differentiation among the various 
ruling classes, but rather exposed the reality of class 
society itself. In having to oppose both the Assad regime 
and the fundamentalist counter-revolution from with- 
in — beginning with, but not limited to, IS — the revolu- 
tion has given a fresh impulse to revolutionary thought. 
(See “From the U.S. to Ukraine, crises and revolts call 
for philosophy,” May-June 2014 N&L, and “The Syrian 
Revolution and its philosophy,” Nov. -Dec. 2014 N&L.) 

While endlessly identified with Syria in bourgeois 
media, IS was born in Iraq. It grew as a result of the 
U.S. invasion and subsequent occupation, which nur- 
tured some of the most retrogressive tendencies in 
Iraq — for instance, encouraging sectarianism, keeping 
Saddam’s anti-labor laws in effect, and giving only lip 
service to women’s rights. 

But IS was created not only in the shadow of im- 
perialism, but also in its image. From the massacres of 
indigenous Iraqis and Syrians, to the piratical primi- 
tive accumulation of capital through robbery, slavery 
and rape, the nihilistic IS embodies the fundamental 
inhumanity and brutality that remain at the heart of 
capitalist society. 

THE IRAN-U.S. DEAL AND ISRAEL 

Along with IS, what also grew from the salt sowed 
in Iraq’s soil by the U.S. occupation was Iran’s magni- 
fied regional influence. That is one side of the double 
weakening — of the U.S. in the Middle East and of Iran 
internally — that resulted in the tentative agreement on 
Iran’s nuclear activities. Iranian “hardliners” who pre- 
viously excoriated any chance of compromise suddenly 
fell in line with the deal. What they did not mention 
was the discontent among the Iranian masses — who 
oppose not only U.S. economic sanctions on their coun- 
try but the state’s repeated willingness to sacrifice the 
masses’ living conditions for the sake of building its 
arsenal. Neither the masses nor the rulers have forgot- 
ten the “Green Movement” whose suppression in 2009 
drove it underground but did not eliminate dissent. 

In appealing to the most reactionary elements in 
U.S. politics to try to scuttle the Iran deal, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was demonstrating that 


developments in the Middle East retain the ability to 
become a tripwire toward even greater, world-scale dev- 
astation. Perhaps he was simply seeking the most likely 
allies for his racist denial of Palestinian rights, begin- 
ning with the right of self-determination represented 
by statehood. (See “Death in Yarmouk,” p. 1.) 

Despite Netanyahu’s rhetoric, nothing has better 
served the Israeli Right than the brutal efforts by Iran 
and Assad, Sisi and Saudi Arabia, to crush the Arab 
Spring rebellions. For the Israeli rulers, those revolu- 
tionary moments provided a challenge on the level of 
ideas, which could not be defeated militarily. 

The Arab Spring has challenged all ruling class- 
es, and also all revolutionaries. At the same time, it 
challenges revolutionary philosophy to rise to its full 
height, alongside the subjects of revolution, and help 
bring about a new, more human society. 

B. Economic weakness and 
shifts in global politics 

Setbacks in the Middle East epitomize the chal- 
lenges to U.S. dominance. Its global power reached a ze- 
nith in the 2003 conquest of Iraq, which quickly trans- 
formed into a festering occupation sapping the vitality 
out of both Iraq and U.S. imperialism. The aftermath 
also undermined the ideological pretensions that U.S. 
intervention fosters democracy. From outright invasion 
of Iraq to serial massacre by drone in Yemen, the results 
led not to a stable Middle East serving as a reliable oil 
supply integrated into a U.S. -topped world market, but 
rather disintegrating societies riven by violence. 

Late March saw U.S. special operations forces 
evacuated from Yemen, dealing a severe blow to U.S. 
“counterterrorism” capabilities in the whole region. 
Saudi Arabia followed up by taking the lead in outside 
military intervention into Yemen, leaving the U.S. in a 
supporting role. 

In another arena, China, after being blocked by the 
U.S. from attain- 
ing a significant 
role in the World 
Bank, created its 
own Asian Infra- 
structure Invest- 
ment Bank. The 
U.S. suffered a 
political defeat 
when its demands 
to shun the bank 
were rejected by 
50 countries, in- 
cluding close al- 
lies South Korea, 

Israel, Saudi Ara- 
bia, and half the 
European Union. 

All the chal- 
lenges notwith- 
standing, the 
U.S. is still the 
only military/ 
economic super- 
power. Only Rus- 
sia approaches 
the planet-decimating capability of its nuclear arsenal. 
Hence U.S. efforts to rein in Iran’s nuclear capability 
raise the question, not only why the U.S. is enabling In- 
dia’s nuclear program, but, more importantly, why the 
U.S. and Russia continue to modernize their arsenals 
instead of taking a single step toward nuclear disarma- 
ment, flying in the face of their official, treaty-bound 
commitment. 

Too much of today’s Left is fixated on opposing the 
U.S., as if that translates into, or substitutes for, oppos- 
ing capitalism-imperialism as a system and struggling 
for a new human society. As if revolution is somehow 
helped by refusing to utter a single word of criticism of 
Russian President Putin — and pretending that his cli- 
ent mini-states in eastern Ukraine are the basis for so- 
cialism in one countyl In reality, workers in these “peo- 
ple’s republics” face anti-labor repression even more 
severe than those in the west. 5 Right-wing politicians 
stifling the movement from below in the west have only 
been helped by the reactionary and military-imperialist 
activities of Putin and his clients in the east. 

The post-World War II age has been characterized 
by the crisis in production via capitalism’s law of mo- 
tion. That law issues from capitalism’s basic dialectical 
inversion: the domination of dead labor (capital, in the 
forms of value, money, production machinery) over liv- 
ing labor. It is spelled out as an accumulation of wealth 
at one pole and, at the other pole, of misery, toil, un- 
employment, and revolt. From its beginning, Marxist- 
Humanism singled out automation as a new stage of 
production, bringing speedup, unemployment, and re- 
volt, including a new stage of cognition expressed by 
coal miners’ raising the question of what kind of labor 
should a human being do, as noted earlier. (See “Miners 

5. See “Stop These Beatings of Ukrainian Trade Union Ac- 
tivists” and “Slavery in the Donetsk and Luhansk ‘Peoples 
Republics’” at ukrainesolidaritycampaign.org. 


inspired Marxist-Humanism,” March-April 2015 N&L.) 

The increasing ratio of dead over living labor also 
leads to the tendency of the rate of profit to fall, since 
only living labor can create value, and therefore sur- 
plus value. In the mid-1970s the full force of the fall- 
ing rate of profit made itself felt in the first global re- 
cession since the 1930s Great Depression. It was only 
through a concerted class war against labor — busting 
unions, driving down wages, cutting social services and 
benefits, globalization with plenty of people in poor 
countries desperate to compete for jobs — that capital- 
ism achieved a slight rebound in the rate of profit. The 
new global crisis of the Great Recession of recent years 
heralded a resumption in the decline. The IMF’s April 7 
report “Lower Potential Growth: A New Reality” points 
to “persistent lower growth” since the crisis, one reason 
being low business investment. Six years after the of- 
ficial end of the recession in 2009, the rate of profit and 
economic growth remain low. 

AFRICA RISING-OR FALLING? 

Even where capitalism’s boosters tout “Africa ris- 
ing” — with the World Bank projecting 4% economic 
growth in sub-Saharan Africa, a slowdown but still well 
above a global average of 2.9% — people’s lives tells a 
different tale. 

The ravages of Ebola in West Africa are a case in 
point. Healthcare systems in Liberia and Sierra Leone 
were devastated not only by civil wars fueled by the 
world economy’s thirst for blood diamonds, but by neo- 
liberal structural adjustment programs. Imperialistic 
exploitation was the main reason that, as the World 
Health Organization reported, “no fundamental public 
health infrastructures were in place, and this is what 
allowed the virus to spiral out of control.” 6 

While the Obama administration’s response was 
slow, what tamed the epidemic was self-organization 
of affected communities: “Communities taking respon- 
sibility for their own future — not waiting for us, not 

waiting for the 
government, not 
waiting for the 
international 
partners, but 
starting to orga- 
nize themselves,” 
according to Pe- 
ter Graaff, the 
leader of the UN 
intervention in 
Liberia. 7 

Rosy scenar- 
ios about Africa’s 
future develop- 
ment overlook 
climate change. 
Left unchecked, 
in Africa alone it 
will worsen the 
spread of patho- 
gens like Ebola 
and HIV from 
animals to hu- 
mans, destabilize 
agriculture, in- 
crease heat waves and air pollution, and force millions 
of people to move due to drought and other effects. In 
a few decades, it could overwhelm all efforts made to 
reduce poverty and illness. 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE 
BANKRUPTCY OF THOUGHT 

Climate justice is another movement where youth 
are in the forefront, along with Indigenous peoples from 
many countries. Students are gradually pressuring 
colleges to divest from fossil fuel stocks. As of mid-April, 
26 colleges and 44 cities and counties, most of them in 
the U.S., had committed to divest. On April 10, a pro- 
test of 150 students at the seat of Yale’s administration 
ended in the arrest of 19 students who refused to leave 
until the administration agreed to a real discussion. At 
Swarthmore College, a similar occupation lasted three 
weeks and at the University of Mary Washington an- 
other lasted two weeks. A sit-in at Harvard continues 
at press time. 

On April 12, 25,000 Canadians protested in Quebec 
City, as other demonstrations took place in other Ca- 
nadian cities, demanding significant action on climate 
change, above all stopping expansion of tar sands ex- 
traction and of oil and gas pipelines. 

As in most countries, the majority of U.S. residents 
(including half of Republicans) see global warming as a 
problem and want the government to take action; 78% 
favor limits on greenhouse gas emissions by businesses. 
However, the federal and state governments are replete 
with fanatics and opportunistic liars who deny the real- 
ity of harmful, human-caused climate change. 

continued on p. 9 

6. “What this — the largest Ebola outbreak in history — tells 
the world,” report by the World Health Organization. 

7. Norimitsu Onishi, “Empty Ebola Clinics in Liberia Are 
Seen as Misstep in U.S. Relief Effort,” April 12, 2015, New 
York Times. 
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Even politicians who want to take action can 
hardly get started. President Obama has done more to 
reduce emissions in the past year than all Presidents 
combined in all the years before that, including himself. 
And yet it adds up to nowhere near what is needed to 
avoid catastrophic warming. 

The same is true of the U.S. -China climate deal, 
which essentially just restated actions the two coun- 
tries were already planning. And even that is under at- 
tack as Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell leads 
a propaganda campaign against the alleged “war on 
coal” and urges states to defy the regulations. 

The urge for action is mounting in the face of su- 
perstorms and the ruinous drought afflicting California 
and much of the U.S. West. But the ruling class and rul- 
ing ideas resist the fundamental, revolutionary social 
transformation needed to halt capitalism’s momentum 
toward climate chaos. They are ever more attracted 
to the illusion of quick fixes through geoengineering, 
that is, artificially modifying the environment by, for 
example, spraying huge amounts of sulfates into the 
atmosphere to block sunlight. The only certainty about 
the effects is that there would be massive unintended 
consequences. The fact that it is even under consider- 
ation reveals the desperate lengths the status quo is 
willing to go to avoid admitting that the present mode 
of production has long past outlived any usefulness to 
humanity. 

While the development of industrial capitalism has 
always depended on fossil fuels, their use skyrocketed 
after World War II. Defining characteristics of that new 
stage of production are automation and the use of huge 
quantities of ever-growing varieties of synthetic chemi- 
cals, especially petrochemicals. 

At the same time, the human and social impact of 
the new stage of production fostered resistance in vari- 
ous forms, beginning with the 1949-50 general strike of 
coal miners opposing the introduction of the automated 
“continuous miner,” and later with the Ban the Bomb 
movement and environmental struggles. 

So deep is the bankruptcy of thought emanating 
from today’s total crisis that science, though needed for 
capitalism’s productivity, profits and weapons, is under 
attack. This year West Virginia joined four other states 
with laws inviting climate denial to be taught on an 
equal footing with science in public schools. Republi- 
cans want to cut the budget for climate research, and 
their budget includes cuts to CIA and Defense Depart- 
ment programs for climate research. Staff in certain 
state agencies in Florida and Wisconsin have been or- 
dered not to talk about climate change. 

C. Whiff of fascism 

There is more than a whiff of fascism pervading 
local, state, national and international politics. One 
of the best examples is the theocrat Roy Moore, Chief 
Justice of Alabama, who, in ordering a ban on same- 
sex marriage in that state, defied not the supposedly 
“Left” Barack Obama, but rather the most reactionary 
Supreme Court in decades. This is the Court that en- 
abled plutocrats like the Koch brothers to pervert elec- 
tions with unlimited money, that gave its blessing to 
employers denying women access to birth control, that 
invariably sides with businesses over workers, and that 
gutted the Voting Rights Act. 

Moreover, Moore’s appeal to the law of God — as 
determined by him — trumping the U.S. Constitution 
managed to rally not just the KKK but, initially, the 
majority of the state’s probate judges to his defiance, 
even knowing they would soon be ordered to grant wed- 
ding licenses to same-sex couples. 

This mentality worships the police and is anti-sci- 
ence, anti-environment, anti-healthcare, anti-welfare, 
and, most especially, anti-union, anti-immigrant, anti- 
Black, anti-women, anti-Queer. Much of it is playing 
out on the state level. 

In some cases, such as laws in Indiana and Ar- 
kansas using “religious liberty” as a cover for bigotry 
against LGBTQ people, protests were furious enough — 
including a March 28 rally of several thousand in 
Indianapolis — to win a partial retreat by those states’ 
Republican governors and legislators. 

Forced pregnancy, another hallmark of fascism, is 
also increasingly evident in the U.S. — especially among 
poor women. So horrendous has been the avalanche of 
anti-abortion legislation that the cost of an abortion has 
gone up sharply. Now added to the price of the proce- 
dure are long trips, money for babysitters, losing work 
days and maybe even a job, overnight stays in motels, 
all made necessary by insulting and ridiculously long 
waiting periods and loss of clinics nearby. 

In Texas, after state government officials cut 
funding for Planned Parenthood and defunded other 
women’s clinics to the tune of $70 million, over 200,000 
Texas women lost access to reproductive healthcare 
services — including birth control and cancer screen- 
ings. As shown by a study done in 2012, 7% of women 
seeking abortions tried to end their pregnancies them- 
selves. In the Rio Grande Valley it was 12%. The num- 
ber today is no doubt much higher. 


The bankruptcy of thought is also seen in govern- 
ment-mandated lies. Seventeen states now force doctors 
to tell women lies that abortions cause breast cancer, or 
that a fetus can experience pain even before its nerves 
are developed, or that depression including suicide rou- 
tinely follows an abortion. Now Arizona has passed a 
bill forcing doctors to say “it may be possible to reverse 
the effects of a medication abortion...” This lie depends 
on an untested procedure that could be dangerous. 

People with disabilities are also under attack. 
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner has made his consider- 
able fortune out of exploiting the disabled and elderly 
in his many nursing homes. He wants to balance the 
budget on the backs of those least able to afford it and, 
he thinks, least able to fight back. As a woman who 
cares for her severely handicapped daughter put it: 

“My daughter is a person with disabilities, and I 
work as her personal attendant. If these cuts go through, 
I fear that Rauner will cut the hours my daughter can pay 
me, leaving us without 
enough money to sur- 
vive. I would also lose 
my health insurance 
and could no longer 
get the medications 
that keep me out of the 
hospital” (“Budget cuts 
are death sentences!” 

March-April 2015 
N&L). 

Ironically, it would 
cost many times more 
for the state to care for 
her daughter, but that 
way the money can 
line the pockets of the 
rich, rather than sustain a mother/daughter relation- 
ship and people caring for others in their own homes. 

From southern states like Tennessee to Midwest- 
ern Iowa, plundering the disabled poor is a favorite 
technique for balancing budgets. Disability Rights 
Iowa had to file a complaint with the federal govern- 
ment charging Republican Governor Terry Branstad 
with failing to meet the state’s obligation to provide 
services to disabled Iowans. These heartless policies 
mean death for some, shortened lifespans for others, 
and deepened misery for tens of thousands. 

Politics at the federal level appears some- 
what different. But, like laws denying global 
warming and defunding infrastructure, the in- 
tractability of Republicans in Washington is not 
just partisan politics. It is a manifestation of a 
desperate ruling class that does not believe in its 
own future, so that a very substantial part of that 
class is focused on the short term, and the future 
be damned. 

The biggest underlying reason for that non-belief 
in this society’s future is the persistence of the eco- 
nomic crisis. The administration and many economists 
tout the recovery that is under way in the U.S., but 
they cannot escape mentioning how incomplete it is in 
employment and wages, although they may not bother 
to mention the increasing precariousness of so many 
people’s jobs, income and housing. Nor do they mention 
how little recovery there has been in the rate of profit, 
or the very real possibility that the recovery, such as it 
is, could be wiped out by a new recession. They do have 
to admit that the U.S. cannot escape its linkages to the 
rest of the world, and economic problems are increas- 
ing in China, while Europe is still struggling, and other 
important economies such as Brazil’s and Russia’s are 
in trouble. 

III. Greek masses in peril 

Europe’s crisis finds a concentrated expression 
in Greece. With its economy contracting, poverty, un- 
employment, inequality and foreclosures have shot up 
since the onset of the Great Recession. Income has fall- 
en, and many families have had their utilities shut off 
and lost access to affordable healthcare. 

The European Union’s bailout of the Greek govern- 
ment is in reality a means to make the Greek people 
pay to bail out European banks and international capi- 
talist investors. As always, the austerity involves not 
just reducing government deficits but “reforms” lifting 
labor and environmental regulations on businesses 
and privatizing important economic sectors, mostly by 
selling them off to multinational corporations based in 
Europe, North America and China. The point is to in- 
tensify exploitation of labor and raise profits. 

The cause of the Greek crisis is, of course, not the 
alleged laziness of Greek workers, who work more hours 
on average than workers in most European countries 
or the U.S. It is not caused by some unique corruption 
of Greek society but rather by the crisis of capitalism 
globally, which has left Europe in stagnation and hit 
Greece and other countries like Spain and Ireland par- 
ticularly hard because of their peripheral relationship 
to the centers of international capital like Germany. 

Capitalism’s disintegration is the context for re- 
volts like the Greek strikes and occupations, which 


helped inspire Occupy Wall Street. At the same time 
this outlived but still powerful and vicious social system 
will not go away quietly. Its desperation has breathed 
new life into fascist movements like the Golden Dawn 
party, which achieved a third-place finish in Greece’s 
January elections. 

The first-place finish by the self-proclaimed radi- 
cal Left party Syriza was clearly propelled by the revolt 
against austerity. Precisely because Syriza promised 
to break with austerity, the real lords of the European 
Union, first of all the German state and its capitalists, 
are intent on making an example of Greece by keeping 
it in the stranglehold dictated by them. Using all the 
financial leverage at their disposal, in February they 
forced Syriza to sign an interim agreement recognizing 
their authority and promising to maintain previously 
established “reforms.” They even pressured Syriza not 
to pass a humanitarian law geared to decrease fore- 
closures and electricity shutoffs and to aid people in 

dire poverty. The law 
was passed, but un- 
der the shadow of the 
EU’s implicit threat 
to withhold funding in 
the June round of nego- 
tiations. The economic 
squeeze on Syriza is 
at the same time in- 
tended to be an ideo- 
logical prison for the 
working masses of Eu- 
rope. Greece is not the 
only European country 
that met the crisis with 
militant occupations, 
strikes and protests. 

The ideological strangulation of revolution 
driven by the ruling class has its counterpart 
in the retrogression in thought also in the Left. 
Syriza is not exempt. It ran on a program of sav- 
ing capitalism from itself. Its Finance Minister, 
Yanis Varoufakis, justifies his approach through 
a revision of Karl Marx’s theory, undermining 
the basis of the law of value and surplus value. 
(See “Greece: postmodernism in power,” March- 
April 2015 N&L.) 

The Left Platform, an internal opposition with- 
in Syriza, criticizes Varoufakis and Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras, but is on the same ground. It favors 
an exit from the Euro monetary union as the only op- 
tion. Costas Lapavitsas, a Member of Parliament who 
sides with Syriza’s Left, declared, “For Syriza to avoid 
collapse or total surrender, we must be truly radical,” 
warning against the illusion that Syriza could “change 
the balance of. ..forces in Greece and Europe... without 
breaking out of the monetary union and without com- 
ing into all-around conflict with the European Union.” 
Still, Lapavitsas and the Left Platform also want to save 
capitalism. He praises Keynesianism as “the most pow- 
erful tools we’ve got, even as Marxists” and dismisses 
Marx’s law of the tendency of the rate of profit to fall as 
“terrible economics and a fetish.” 8 As steeped as he is 
in the monetary theory of administering capitalism, the 
limits of the “truly radical” shine through his disdain for 
revolutionary theory: 

“You don’t need socialist revolution in Greece, and 
you don’t need to overthrow capitalism in Greece to get 
rid of austerity ... .Politics .. .isn’t about theorizing, and it 
isn’t about lecturing in small rooms and so on. Politics 
is about society as it is.... And the sooner that Marxists 
realize that, the more relevant and realistic their own 
positions will become.” 

In contrast to the Left Platform’s illusions about 
breaking austerity within capitalism by breaking with 
the Euro, Antonio Negri and Raul Sanchez Cedillo dis- 
play an opposite illusion that remains on totally non- 
revolutionary, statist ground. 9 Saying nothing about 
the law of value, their basic economic category is debt, 
which somehow translates into “a European currency” 
being the bulwark against “the powers of global fi- 
nance.” This currency will be democratized “by the ma- 
jority of the European democracies,” so that instead of a 
banner of revolution we have “the central themes of the 
welfare state” and “democratic control of the European 
currency. This is the storming of the Bastille today.” 

One of Spain’s new Left parties, Podemos — which, 
like Syriza, is steeped in postmodernist theory — has 
also made a splash among the international Left. Its 
founder, Pablo Iglesias, sees the path to change through 
winning elections, since “the duty of a revolutionary is to 

continued on p. 10 

8. Michael Roberts ably criticizes Lapavitsas’s dismissal of 
Marxian economic theory, and his illusions about Greece’s 
ability to limit devaluation to 20% and negotiate a 50% 
debt write-off (“Greece: Keynes or Marx?” https://thenextre- 
cession.wordpress.com/2015/03/14/greece-keynes-or-marx/), 
yet Roberts stays confined within the vantage point of a 
Left government aiming to introduce “socialist measures” 
from above. 

9. “The hope of the democratic monster, between Syriza and 
Podemos,” http://transversal.at/blog/The-hope-of-the-demo- 
cratic-monster. 



A group of supporters thanking abortion providers at the “Pink House,” the last 
abortion clinic in Mississippi. 
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win.... That’s why we must bring together everyone who 
is committed to change and decency, which is nothing 
more than turning the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights into a manual for government.... [Our program 
is] what any social democrat in Western Europe would 
have talked about thirty or forty years ago.” 

Tellingly, he invokes Lenin, without naming him, 
as a genius able to for- 
mulate a simple mes- 
sage. In the 1917 Rus- 
sian Revolution, “He 
didn’t talk to the Rus- 
sians about ‘dialectical 
materialism,’ he talked 
to them about ‘bread and 
peace.’ And that is one of 
the main lessons of the 
twentieth century.” 

It is no accident 
that Iglesias separates 
Lenin’s concrete politi- 
cal message from both 
philosophy and revolu- 
tion, in keeping with his 
own party’s pragmatic, 
reformist approach. 

Lenin prepared for the 1917 revolution with a 
return to Hegel and a philosophic break with exist- 
ing Marxism, including his own past. And while he is 
rightly critiqued for not making that philosophic break 
public so that it could help future generations confront 
the transformation of the successful 1917 revolution 
into opposite, he did fight to make his Bolshevik Party 
promote loudly to all the workers and peasants not just 
“bread and peace” but “All power to the soviets!” 

What unites all these current tendencies is not the 
question of whether Syriza’s program is radical enough 
but rather that their program, the program of the Left 
Platform, the program of Podemos and those of promi- 
nent Left critics of these parties, all are programs for 
taking power and using the state either to save capital- 
ism from itself or to move toward socialism — but are not 
based on releasing the self-activity of masses in motion 
as the prime mover of social transformation. 

To use Lenin’s phrase, they are not based on the 
masses, “to a man, woman, and child,” controlling pro- 
duction and the state. Revolution is virtually absent 
from their concepts. And nowhere in sight is the ques- 
tion of what happens after revolution, when it can be 
transformed into its opposite or move forward toward 
freedom. Nowhere is there recognition of the fact that 
counter-revolution comes not only from the economic 
and military power of today’s ruling classes and their 
states but from their ideology, and that the philosophy 
of revolution in permanence is therefore needed to re- 
sist counter-revolution coming from within — before, 
during, and after the revolution. 

When Karl Marx faced this kind of unprincipled 
unity, his answer began with making the distinction 
between joining together for actions and bargaining 
over principles. He did not stop there but went on to 
sketch a general view of the direction society needed 
to go after the revolution, “when a new generation can 
finally see all its potentiality put an end once and for 
all to the division between mental and manual labor,” 
as Dunayevskaya put it. 10 Marx opposed a Lassallean 
concept of organization that accepted the division be- 
tween mental and manual labor, viewed the masses as 
backward, and therefore sought a shortcut to socialism 
through the state. 

Much of the Left is intoxicated by the apparent 
path to power through broad, somewhat indiscriminate 
unity — never distinguishing between power to the Left 
and power to the masses in motion. Many would like to 
emulate that path by silencing theoretical differences 
in order to forge unity, perhaps electing one or two so- 
cialist city council members. The smell of even potential 
power fogs the historical memory. It is not so pleasant 
to recall where this disastrous path led in the 1930s. 
The spontaneous actions of the masses, including occu- 

10. See “On THE Philosophic Point and Dialectics of Orga- 
nization and Philosophy,” March-April 2014 N&L; also The 
Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism, p. 7. 
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pations of workplaces, defeated fascism in France and 
dealt it a severe blow in Spain’s revolution; however, 
Popular Front governments stifled those spontaneous 
actions and ended in the Right’s victory. When the Left 
takes over administering the crises of capitalism today, 
where will the vision of an alternative — a society on to- 
tally new, human foundations — be? 

There is a crying need to recognize, as negative 

and positive, the char- 
acter of the age we 
live in. It is the age of 
state-capitalism — in- 
herent in which is the 
administrative mental- 
ity that is manifested 
in the kind of program 
and approach we are 
critiquing, the search 
for a path to power for 
the Left rather than for 
the masses. That ap- 
proach is at the same 
time an abandonment of 
revolution, of thorough 
anti-capitalism, and of 
philosophy. At the same 
time this is the age of the 
movement from practice that is itself a form of theory, 
and of the new stage of cognition that is what the 60 
years of Marxist-Humanist organization are all about. 

IV. Marxist-Humanist 
organization & philosophy 

Thus, with eyes of today we revisit those 60 years 
as newspaper, as organization, as philosophy. The ques- 
tion is how this history speaks to the revolutionary 
needs of the age. 

In the 1950s, Marxism and Freedom anticipated 
both the Black revolution of the 1960s and the begin- 
ning of the end of Russian totalitarianism, when the 
book singled out the Montgomery Bus Boycott as a new 
stage related to the new stage in the Hungarian Revo- 
lution’s workers’ councils, and saw both as world phe- 
nomena. And as we approach the 20th anniversary of 
the Srebrenica massacre, let us recall the importance of 
News and Letters Committees’ work on Bosnia, as seen 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of Western ‘Civili- 
zation.’ Specifically for today’s situation: 

“...the new that this organization dug out, philo- 
sophically and not only politically, in the meaning of 
the incredibly persistent demand to keep a multi-ethnic 
society alive. Without grasping that, the illumination 
Bosnia sheds on all of our work, especially our work 
right here at home, gets lost. It is not a question of 
‘liberalism’ or simply judging all events by their ‘multi- 
ethnic character,’ as some seem to think. On Jan. 14 
[1996] we put the question of our effort to ‘universalize 
the lessons of the freedom struggle in Bosnia’ squarely 
as proof of our perspective of opposing today’s retro- 
gression ‘by bringing philosophy to bear on reality in a 
new way.’ Which did not mean ‘ab novo’ but as grounded 
in the methodology Dunayevskaya had worked out as 
distinctly Marxist-Humanist. The question, whether 
in Bosnia or right at home, is the relation of Subjects 
of revolt to philosophy and the role of a group like us 
in working out that triangular relationship needed to 
overcome the terrible retrogression today. Though that 
took the form of outright genocide in Bosnia, what 
was demanded was not only a defense of the Bosnians 
as victims, but finding with whom we could ally as sub- 
jects who could help to uproot today’s whole degenerate 
society.” 11 

As much as Europe’s rising Left parties represent 
a newness in organization that is not new but rather a 
new form of the old — essentially Lassallean — concept, 
the Marxist-Humanist concept of philosophy and orga- 
nization is rooted in Marx but is a concept that could 
not have found expression until our age. 

That begins with the philosophic moment of 
Marxist-Humanism in Raya Dunayevskaya’s 1953 
“Letters on Hegel’s Absolutes” (reprinted in the 
Sept.-Oct. 2014, Nov.-Dee. 2014 and Jan.-Feb. 2015 
issues of N&L). Their plunge into philosophy 
found a new basis for revolutionary organization 
in Hegel’s absolute negativity, or negation of the 
negation. There she singled out the need to go be- 
yond transitions to the need for “a new revolt in 
which everyone experiences absolute liberation.” 

With that vantage point, the letters conclude with 
her philosophical breakthrough making a category of 
the movement from practice to theory and to the new 
society, with practice being “implicitly the Idea” and in 
that way a form of theory. That dual movement would 
not be complete without the movement from practice 
being met by the movement from theory to practice and 
to philosophy, so that Hegel’s climactic statement that 
“it is the nature of the fact, the notion, which causes 
the movement an d development, yet this same move- 
11. Olga Domanski, presentation to the Resident Editorial 
Board meeting of Feb. 12, 1996. 


ment is equally the action of cognition” became for 
Dunayevskaya a philosophical anticipation of the new 
society with the end of the division between mental and 
manual labor. 

The entire development of Marxist-Humanism 
centers on concretization of the breakthrough achieved 
in the 1953 “Letters on Hegel’s Absolutes.” Spelling 
this out as the total uprooting of the old and the cre- 
ation of new human relations, in concrete relationship 
to struggles for freedom in practice and in theory, is at 
the heart of projecting Marxist-Humanism, and there- 
fore of its organizational life. 

While Dunayevskaya lived, she continually sought 
to develop and concretize the philosophic moment of 
Marxist-Humanism in an organizational expression, 
including the quest for growth of News and Letters 
Committees as organization. Organization is a crucial 
catalyst for social revolution not only succeeding in 
overthrowing the old order but continuing the dialectic 
of second negation until an entirely new human foun- 
dation for society is established. 

This year the foremost task flowing from that is 
organizational growth. We have left that altogether 
too abstract. For Marxist-Humanism it does not mean 
recruitment in the sense of the vanguard parties. But 
that does not allow us the excuse to substitute the aim 
of growth, or self-development, of those who are already 
members, as important as that is, for the need to proj- 
ect Marxist-Humanism in so concrete a way as to open 
doors to self-development and revolution for people 
who do not yet know that they need to walk through 
those doors. It is as crucial to have a thriving Marxist- 
Humanist organization as it is to engage in the battle of 
ideas. Organization building cannot be separated from 
development of theory, concretization of philosophy, 
which is what concrete projection requires. 

Therefore part of our discussion of perspectives 
must be how concretely we intervene in ongoing move- 
ments. Our dialogue in the Black Lives Matter move- 
ment is not limited to noting the racist character of U.S. 
capitalism, in which the criminal injustice system’s vio- 
lent, systemic racism is rooted. We show that the his- 
tory of this racism and its economic roots is also the 
history of the revolt against it, with Black masses as 
vanguard, and the history of freedom ideas so powerful 
as to pave a two-way road between Abolitionism and 
Marx, and one between U.S. revolt and African revolu- 
tions. Philosophy is no less indispensable than activism 
for the movement to result in the kind of fundamental 
transformation needed. 

In relation to the movement of and in support of 
prisoners, printing the voices of prisoners speaking 
for themselves adds an essential dimension to ideas of 
what is inhuman about this society and what it would 
take to become truly human. We aim this year to deep- 
en the philosophical dimension and two-way nature of 
our dialogue with prisoners. 

Our dialogue in solidarity with freedom struggles 
abroad such as that in Syria highlights both the truths 
that are not revealed in the mainstream media and the 
philosophical developments that are integral to the 
struggle. This year we will increase our efforts to deep- 
en those struggles’ relationship to our organization and 
its philosophy, so as to unleash the self-determination 
of the idea needed to make self-determination real. 

Unseparated from that is the needed international 
growth of Marxist-Humanist organization, first of all in 
Mexico, where our co-thinkers created an organization 
and have begun publishing Praxis en America Latina as 
a printed newspaper in Spanish. 

This year we will use our newspaper, our new and 
improved website, and the forthcoming web availability 
of the Raya Dunayevskaya Archives, “Marxist-Human- 
ism: A Half-Century of Its World Development,” to en- 
able more people across the world to encounter not only 
Marxist-Humanist ideas but the organization rooted in 
them, so that organization can truly be the individual’s 
relationship to revolution. 

For the point of it all is to uproot this racist, sexist, 
heterosexist, class-divided, alienated society and estab- 
lish a new, human society. 

— The Resident Editorial Board, April 15, 2015 


A PIVOTAL MOMENT FOR LABOR AND FOR 

REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT 

The Coal Miners’ General Strike 
of 1949-50 and the Birth of 
Marxist-Humanism in the U.S. 

Participants telling their story include — 

• A Missing Page from American Labor His- 
tory, by Andy Phillips 

• The Emergence of a New Movement from 
Practice That Is Itself a Form of Theory, by 
Raya Dunayevskaya 

Order for $10 + $2 postage from News & Letters. 



Visit the News & Letters website: www.newsandletters.org and 
leave a comment after an article and start a conversation. 
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VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


by Robert Taliaferro 

Selma. It is a word that resonates amongst a cer- 
tain generation as a quintessential event of the 1960s 
Civil Rights Movement. It creates a living memory of 
racism, manifested in a manner that was generally un- 
fathomable to the average person of that age. 

In the 1960s, there 
was no internet, no 24- 
hour cable news, no 
cell phones capturing 
events live, then post- 
ing them for the world 
to see. In the 1960s the 
type of violence that 
was attached to that 
word wasn’t thought to 
be in the general dis- 
position of what white 
folks would do to others 
unless provoked. It was 
more in the nature of 
what those Black folks 
do in Watts or Newark, 
the projects of Chicago and Harlem, New York, or in 
East St. Louis — or what those “hippies” are doing on 
college campuses protesting the war in Vietnam. 

THE LUDICROUSNESS OF ‘WAIT AND SEE’ 

In reading Charles Denby’s “Continuing Magnolia 
Jungle terror exposes reality of ‘Great Society’” (see 
March-April 2015 N&L), one is struck by how poignant 
and presciently modern Denby’s thoughts were and 
how very little has changed today. Denby references 
Johnson’s “Great Society” and how many lauded the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 as the answer to a prayer. Some 
saw it as the solution to 400 years of oppression, noting 
how Black leaders at the time were preaching patience 
and tolerance, feeling that demonstrations were not the 
way to effect change, defining a “wait and see” posture 
to see how the government would enforce the newly 
minted act. 

“Wait and see” when it comes to issues revolv- 
ing around Civil Rights is often a ludicrous proposal. 
Proponents of that aspect of social reform would today 
point to Obama as this nation’s first Black president 
and shout from the pulpit, “See what happens when you 
are patient.” It’s true that many people of color would 
never have expected to see that occur in their lifetimes, 
yet events soon gave the impression that Obama’s elec- 
tion was more like an illusionist sleight-of-hand rather 
than a lasting change in social and cultural idealism 
and policy. 

It’s ironic that 50 years after “Bloody Sunday” the 
name of the bridge has not changed, and that Selma 
is still rooted to its past. As the nation’s first Black 
president and the first family celebrated with those 
who were there, the bridge that they crossed retains its 
name as a dedication to a former Grand Dragon of the 

U. of Minn, homophobia 

Duluth, Minn. — Shannon Miller, the only women’s 
hockey head coach the University of Minnesota, Duluth 
(UMD) has ever known, has been fired after 16 seasons. 
“Discrimination rears its ugly head in many forms, and 
I feel I have been discriminated against because I’m 
a woman. I feel I have been discriminated against be- 
cause I’m gay,” she said. 

The national Campus Pride organization suspend- 
ed UMD’s LGBT-friendly designation. Then, on Feb. 
20, 13 Senators from the Minnesota Legislature signed 
a letter criticizing the firing and demanding “further 
information on the reasoning behind the termination.” 
On Feb. 24, Mark Da}' ton, the Governor of Minnesota, 
joined with the 13 Senators and at a press conference 
criticized the treatment of Miller. 

Despite her 382 wins, 10 NCAA Division I 
tournament appearances, seven Frozen Fours 
and a record five national championships, Mill- 
er’s program isn’t treated equally to the men’s 
hockey team (whose record is unimpressive). The 
men’s hockey program employs a full-time direc- 
tor while the women’s program is part-time. She 
is not paid as much as the men’s coach, who has 
one national championship compared to Miller’s 
five. 

Black said in December that the decision to dis- 
miss Miller was a “financially driven decision.” Weeks 
later he said there were “other considerations as well,” 
but insisted that there was no bias against lesbians. 
His statement is difficult to believe as several of the 
gay faculty at UMD told us that they have been “ham- 
mered” by threats to silence them from criticizing Black 
publicly. Members of The Queer and Allied Students 
Union told us that there is fear of reprisal. 

On March 27, the UMD administration announced 
that it would be providing a Minor in GLBT Stud- 
ies. Though this was being considered for several years, 
now it has been crammed through without ceremony. 
We have the impression that the male officials at UMD 
are trying to put out fires in all directions. 

— Kathleen Cain and Seamas Cain 


Selma’s mindset 

Ku Klux Klan. 

Denby shed light on the social happenings of the 
day in a poignant fashion and 50 years later we can ex- 
pand his imagery where he wrote, “What is happening 
in Selma is felt all over the country.” Fifty years after 
Bloody Sunday we can confirm Denby’s analogy that 

not only is racism alive 
and well in the U.S. it is 
thriving. 

Selma was more 
than an historical 
event. What Denby hit 
upon is that it is an at- 
titude and mindset of 
not only the perpetu- 
ators of racial discord 
that existed in Selma 
50 years ago, but also 
today. It is an attitude 
that is at the founda- 
tion of many of this 
country’s most presti- 
gious institutions. 

THE NEEDED PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION 

’’What is needed now,” Denby wrote, “is a philos- 
ophy of freedom, a total view, to give all of those ac- 
tions some meaningful direction. A great society can be 
reached... but it will only come when all of the forces 
moving for freedom come together and move together.” 

For Black lives to truly matter, the margin- 
alization and exploitation of fear must change. 
For Black lives to truly matter, laws like the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 need to be Constitutional rath- 
er than statutory so that they cannot expire or 
be subject to the will of political influences. For 
Black lives to truly matter, after 150 years, a ves- 
tige of slavery needs to be stricken from the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution so that a genuine 
discussion of race can be achieved. 

Though we have come a long way as a nation, we 
have not come far enough — not when a Black man can 
be strangled to death by police, and the only response 
is to be retrained. 

If that works, then perhaps the culture itself 
should sign up for classes. 

Cop killings protested! 

Los Angeles — On March 3, several hundred people 
of all races rallied and marched from the Union Rescue 
Mission in Skid Row, where a homeless Black man with 
mental problems known as Africa, was shot five or six 
times and killed by six Los Angeles police officers after 
a short fistfight on March 1. Hundreds of homeless — 
mostly Black men and women — watched as we marched 
to the sound of Afro-American drums to LAPD head- 
quarters. We were also protesting against mass media 
hype justifying the killing because Africa supposedly 
reached for an officer’s gun. 

A video on Facebook shows a Black homeless wom- 
an picking up an officer’s baton from the ground. When 
two or three cops started toward her, she pointed the 
baton towards them. She is now charged with assault 
on an officer with bail of over $1 million. 

We carried signs reading, “Stop Modern-Day 
Lynching!” “Justice for Brother Africa — Stop Killer 
Cops!” “House Keys Not Handcuffs,” and “End the Safer 
Cities Initiative” which had brought 116 LA police of- 
ficers into the 50 square blocks of Skid Row. 

After a rally at LAPD headquarters, we entered 
the building to give public comment. Chief Beck stated 
the usual: “The investigation is ongoing.” Our com- 
ments included, “When you put 160 cops in Skid Row, 
you know that Jim Crow is still alive,” “I can’t believe 
what you say because I see what you do,” “You can’t 
police your way out of homelessness-we need housing 
for the homeless in Skid Row,” and “We deserve to know 
who the officers are.” The names of three of the officers 
involved in the shooting of Africa have since been re- 
leased. 

AGAINST INTERNMENT, PRISON, DETENTION! 

On April 7, marchers from four directions joined 
up to protest LAPD and Los Angeles County sher- 
iffs shooting and killing over 600 unarmed Black and 
Brown youth since 2000. 

I joined the downtown group marching from the 
prison through Union Station, where a die-in took place, 
ending at the Little Tokyo Museum. There a Japanese 
American spoke of his experience being illegally impris- 
oned in a concentration camp during World War II. We 
proceeded through Skid Row to the Union Rescue Mis- 
sion, then on to LAPD headquarters. This symbolized 
our opposition to the inhumane treatment of Japanese 
Americans during World War II and of prison inmates, 
undocumented immigrants and homeless people today. 

The other three marches met us, and we all 
marched to the LA County Board of Supervisors, which 
is financing new prison construction. We held a spir- 
ited rally with many family members of victims of po- 
lice killings speaking of their grief. There are plans to 
continue the movement in days ahead. — Basho 


YOUTH IN ACTION 


by Natalia Spiegel 

There was a festive atmosphere in Cape Town, 
South Africa, as students, academics, members of po- 
litical parties and ordinary residents witnessed the 
removal of the monument of racist imperialist and 
murderer Cecil Rhodes at the University of Cape Town. 
Once it was removed, students jumped on it, hit it with 
wooden sticks and covered the face with plastic. One 
student who had campaigned for it to be taken down 
said, “We finally got the white man to sit down and lis- 
ten to us.” 

* * * 

On March 17 the University of California San 
Diego administration posted a five-day eviction notice 
to the Che Cafe Collective ordering them to vacate their 
space. The Collective still hopes that an appeals court 
will rule in their favor. A broad spectrum of individuals 
and organizations signed a petition in support of the 
Che Cafe continuing to function as it has for the past 
35 years as a unique and invaluable asset to the Uni- 
versity, representing diversity at its finest. 

* * * 

Turkey’s Ambassador to Lebanon, Suleiman Inan 
Oz Yildiz, was temporarily trapped inside a Beirut 
movie theater on March 18 as Armenian demonstra- 
tors held a protest outside. Approximately 60 members 
of the Armenian Youth Federation of Lebanon and the 
Zavarian Student Association held a demonstration at 
the entrance of the ABC Grand Cinema in Ashrafieh. 
Protestors yelled out “Genocide,” “Truth will triumph” 
and “We remember,” and held banners that read, “Rec- 
ognize the crime of the century.” 

* * * 

In Burma, now called Myanmar by its oppressive 
rulers, 65 students and activists were arrested in mid- 
March while protesting a new bill which would central- 
ize control over higher education. They were cornered 
by police and beaten. President Thein Sein defended 
the police. The arrested could face jail terms of up to 
six years. Protesters called for higher educational in- 
stitutions to have more autonomy, for the right to form 
student unions, and for teaching in ethnic minority lan- 
guages. 

* * * 

About 1,000 students and community members 
gathered at the University of Virginia campus in Char- 
lottesville in mid-March to demand justice for third- 
year student Martese Johnson, who was injured during 
an arrest hours earlier, and appeared in a video with 
a bloody face as officers slammed him to the ground. 
Johnson’s lawyer said Johnson needed 10 stitches in 
his head. Bryan Beaubrun, a UVA student who photo- 
graphed Johnson’s bloody arrest, said the officers acted 
with unnecessary force. “He didn’t need to be tackled. 
He wasn’t being aggressive at all.” 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

Malta becomes the first nation in the world to pro- 
tect Intersex infants from so-called “normalizing” sur- 
gery, leaving it up to Intersex individuals to determine 
their own gender identity and their own choice of any 
or no surgery. The Gender Identity, Gender Expression 
and Sex Characteristics Act also means that Intersex 
and Transgender people’s civil rights are recognized 
and protected. 

* * * 

Photographer Richard Hedger exhibited his Na- 
tional Treasures collection of oft-ignored elderly LGBT 
people as part of the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi 
Gras festival. His beautiful photographs display Queer 
elderly people from many walks of life who have in com- 
mon being part of social change. 

* * * 

Russia has declared that Transgender and Trans- 
vestite people can no longer have drivers’ licenses be- 
cause they have a so-called “gender identity disorder” 
which makes Trans people incapable of driving safely. 
The new law also bans other “impaired” people from 
driving, such as those who have amputated limbs or 
who are under five feet tall. The Queer rights organi- 
zation Human Rights First, Russian psychiatrists and 
the Association of Russian Lawyers for Human Rights 
have condemned the new law. However, Russia’s Profes- 
sional Drivers Union supports it. 

* * * 

Aull40ne, an unofficial gay-straight alliance at 
Andrews University in Berrien Springs, Mich., has 
been banned from holding a bake sale for homeless 
LGBT youth. The Dean of Student Life at the evangeli- 
cal Christian school had approved their fundraiser but 
campus official Steve Yeagley canceled. Yeagley stated 
that Aull40ne’s mission and practices were in “conflict 
with those of the University.” Aull40ne then raised 
funds online, raising over $17,000, far surpassing their 
original $2,000 goal. 



March from Selma to Montgomery, Ala., March 25, 1965. 
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WORLD* VIEW 


Rojava, revolution and today’s youth 


by Gerry Emmett 

Today’s revolutionary youth have access to such 
high points of revolutionary thought as the works of 
Frantz Fanon and the rediscovered 
late Marx with his insistence that 
revolutionary dialectics of organiza- 
tion must include the transcendence of 
economism and Eurocentrism. 

In this regard, the affinity of so 
many, including Black, Latino and 
Third World youth, with the strug- 
gle of Rojava’s Kurds — like that in 
Chiapas before — can be of the utmost 
philosophic importance. 

DEFEAT OF IS/DAESH 

The defeat of IS/Daesh at Kobane 
was not an end. Rather, it could only 
be the necessary beginning of the lib- 
eration of the rest of Rojava occupied 
by IS, and as well, a significant episode in the progress 
of the Syrian Revolution. 

Kurdish fighters of the People’s Defense Forces 
(YPG) and Women’s Defense Forces (YPJ) have contin- 
ued to push against IS terrorists. They have succeeded 
in liberating many of the hundreds of occupied villages, 
often in cooperation with segments of the Free Syrian 
Army. 

However, the devastation caused by IS in Kobane 
illustrates some of the difficulty facing Rojava’s distinc- 
tive effort at revolution. There is a struggle to provide 
the most basic services. Refugees have only begun re- 
turning. Only one of the four existing hospitals survives 
intact. 

KOBANE IN WORLD SPOTLIGHT 

What has changed utterly is the international spot- 
light gained by the struggle in Kobane. That marks a 
fundamental turning point for Rojava, as Saddam’s at- 
tempted genocide in the aftermath of the first Gulf War 
marked a turning point for Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Millions around the world who today identify with 
all that is best in the Rojava experience — the egalitar- 

Yarmouk devastation 

continued from p. 1 

The story of Yarmouk is one of the most signifi- 
cant to emerge from the Syrian Revolution. It was the 
largest of a dozen Palestinian refugee camps in Syria, 
home to over 150,000 Palestinians as well as hundreds 
of thousands of Syrians. The population represented 
all classes, from the very poor to the wealthy, and all 
the Palestinian political factions. It was considered by 
many as the capital of the diaspora, a center of culture 
and thought. 

At the beginning of the Revolution, Palestinians 
tried to remain formally neutral. Assad used his proxy 
militia, the PFLP-GC, as well as the private militia 
funded by a local millionaire, in an attempt to intimi- 
date the people into supporting his regime. The inevita- 
ble breakdown of that situation led to a regime-imposed 
siege that has lasted two years. The population has 
been reduced to 18,000 — some estimate even fewer — 
most of them once again refugees. Hundreds have been 
killed by starvation. 

Beyond this, a months-long drought has added to 
people’s misery. Hundreds of thousands of other ci- 
vilians also remain besieged, lacking proper food and 
medicine, in towns and neighborhoods throughout 
Syria. This is on top of the millions of refugees, both 
internal and external. 

From the beginning Assad was directing his lim- 
itless brutality against both the Syrian Revolution, 
which threatened him directly, and an idea of Pales- 
tine that included popular self-determination — the 
Arab Spring as embodied in youth, women and work- 
ers — that threatened him as well. This was predictable. 
What is shameful, though, is the silence that has fallen 
over the struggle of Syria’s Palestinians. 

Until IS invaded the camp, little attention was 
paid. Little was said by many of those who claim to 
support Palestinian rights. Little was said, and nothing 
done, by the leaders of the Palestinian political factions, 
starting with Abbas and the Palestinian Authority. 

The tragedy of Yarmouk is bitter, and will have its 
effect, as illustrated by the words of Ahmad, a resident 
aid worker: “Yarmouk was so significant, it was the 
center of political and cultural Palestinian life, and we 
were closer to Palestine than the camps in Jordan or 
Lebanon or even the West Bank. We lost all of this af- 
ter we lost Yarmouk. The regime has tried to take our 
cause. It is damaging it and the idea of Palestine; but 
we know what they did to Palestinians in Lebanon and 
what they are doing to us now.” 

Palestine will live on. Already a younger genera- 
tion, having lived through both the hopes of the Arab 
Spring and the revelation of what lengths the rulers 
will go to in order to crush revolution, is beginning to 
find its voice. 

(Thanks to Talal Alyan and Mondoweiss for the 
quotes from Yarmouk.) 


ian impulse, the empowerment of women, the idea of 
revolution — also represent something new in the his- 
tory of the Kurds. As symbols of revolution, they have 

taken a central 
role in world his- 
tory. 

The impor- 
tance of this in- 
ternational sup- 
port, which has 
even brought 
some to fight 
alongside the 
YPG, was indi- 
cated by Urun/ 
Harvest : 

“It is diffi- 
cult to imagine 
that Rojava’s rev- 
olution can con- 
solidate under the pressure it is facing without detour- 
ing. Winning international aid is especially important. 
It is a big deal that the municipality ofEmpoli in Italy 
has signed a friendship agreement with Kobane recog- 
nizing the canton’s system of direct democracy and self- 
rule of the people and stressing solidarity. Empoli also 
signed a friendship agreement in 1998 with the Chiapas 
autonomous region where the Zapatistas struggle for 
liberation. ” 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEORY 

The adaptation of U.S. anarchist Murray Book- 
chin’s ideas by Abdullah Ocalan of the Kurdistan Work- 
ers’ Party has further served to open international 
perspectives for dialogue. The association made with 
Chiapas and the Zapatistas drives the point home. 

New Kenya massacre 

In a day-long orgy of murder on April 2, four al- 
Shabaab terrorists invaded the campus of Garissa 
University College and killed 143 students. They took 
hostages and killed them, singling out those identified 
as Christian. 

Kenya’s Muslims denounced this hideous crime 
and expressed solidarity with the victims. As with pre- 
vious massacres, like the 2013 Westgate Mall killings, 
Somalia-based al-Shabaab means to drive a wedge be- 
tween communities. 

Solidarity at the level of the common people hasn’t 
been defeated. The Kenyan elite — both current Presi- 
dent Uhuru Kenya tta and rival Raila Odinga includ- 
ed — are more problematic. Government responses have 
sometimes included scapegoating of Somali refugees, 
ironically, in flight from al-Shabaab rule. 

Al-Shabaab has much in common with other nihil- 
istic terror groups it relates to, including al-Qaeda, IS, 
and Nigeria’s Boko Haram. Not least is the way these 
groups, while being repeatedly marginalized and de- 
feated, yet piggyback on every counter-revolutionary 
movement to find vile, destructive new life. 

U.S. police blotter 

Tulsa, Okla. — The dying man, Eric Harris, says he 
can’t breathe. The cop who’s grinding his knee into the 
back of Harris’ head says, “Fuck your breath!” Who 
could hate cops enough to make up a story like that? No 
need. It happened in Tulsa, April 2. Captured on film. 

That isn’t all. The elderly white “deputy” who shot 
Harris, Robert Bates, 73, said he was trying to use his 
taser, instead. A “mistake.” He turns out to be a poorly 
trained but wealthy contributor of cash, cars and video 
tech to the Tulsa Sheriffs Office, who in return is al- 
lowed to play cop for pay — one of many, according to the 
Sheriffs Office. 

Upon review by the Tulsa Police department, “dep- 
uty” Bates was declared to be the victim... of stress. 

*** 

North Charleston, S.C. — Walter Scott was pulled over 
for driving while Black on April 4. Within minutes he 
was dead, shot eight times in the back by Officer Mi- 
chael Slager. 

Unluckily for Slager, he was captured on videotape 
cold-bloodedly executing Scott; attempting to plant evi- 
dence; along with other cops, denying any kind of first 
aid to his victim; and then laughing about it all. In this 
case, Slager has been charged with murder. 

*** 

Chicago, III. — On April 16, Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
announced the City of Chicago was creating a $5.5 mil- 
lion fund to pay reparations to victims of torture by for- 
mer police commander Jon Burge. Over $100 million 
has already been spent on legal costs related to Burge, 
who tortured hundreds of suspects from the 1970s-90s- 
-many of whom ended up in prison for decades-and 
who sent 10 men to death row. 

Burge spent less than four years in prison, con- 
victed of perjury and now collects a pension of $4,000 
a month. 



YPG/YPJ Kurdish fighters (left) have allied with FSA forces (right) to 
fight Islamic State/Daesh. 


It’s phenomenal to see the potential for uniting 
the reality of freedom struggle with the philosophy of 
freedom become so concrete, so pervasive, as a new 
generation is seeking to grasp the meaning of human 
history as the basis of its revolution. It is a mark of the 
maturity of our age. The Arab Spring, Syria, Kobane, 
Yarmouk could be as important to our time, as the 1905 
Russian Revolution was for the revolutionaries of the 
last century. Human suffering and courage have re- 
vealed the essence of our inhuman world. 

If this doesn’t convince one of the responsibility of 
the theoreticians, what ever could? 


Ukraine Leftists meet 


At this year’s World Social Forum in Tunis, Tuni- 
sia, Leftists from both eastern and western Ukraine 
came together to reject the further escalation of armed 
conflict — and the Russian “Left” ideologue who has 
been promoting it, Boris Kagarlitsky. This was a sig- 
nificant poke at Kagarlitsky’s real boss, Russian Presi- 
dent Putin. 

The genuine Ukrainian Left has been demanding 
a ceasefire for months. They know Putin’s appetite for 
destruction. They can see how far out on a limb he’s 
climbed with his imperialist propaganda blaring non- 
stop over Russian state media. His continuing attacks 
on Ukraine serve to marginalize the working class in 
the industrial east, and to promote the interests of na- 
tionalists and oligarchs over the many progressive ele- 
ments of the Maidan, the mass movement that over- 
threw the corrupt oligarch Yanukovych. 

The Tunis joint statement said, “The further es- 
calation of the war (including the open introduction of 
Russian forces into Donbas) could have catastrophic 
consequences, and makes the struggle for social rights 
and the activities of trade unions, workers’ organisa- 
tions and the Left far harder.” 

Eduardo Galeano, 
1940-2015 



“When it is gen- 
uine, when it is born 
of the need to speak, 
no one can stop the 
human voice. When 
denied a mouth, 
it speaks with the 
hands or the eyes, 
or the pores, or any- 
thing at all. ” 

The indignados 
(outraged) of Latin 
America and the 
world have lost a hu- 
man voice of tower- 
ing creativity. Edu- 
ardo Galeano has 
died. 

He spoke with 
his pen — writer, 

journalist, essayist, historian — a profound wordsmith. 
His Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the 
Pillage of a Continent captured the pain and sorrow of 
the people of the continent; his many volumes of stories, 
poems and phrases, expressed the spirit and laughter 

of its masses. _ ... .. 

— Eugene Walker 


Obama meets Castro 

For the first time since the Summit of the Americas 
meetings of heads of state were initiated in 1994, Cuba 
was invited to participate, and an hour-long private 
meeting took place between Raul Castro and Barack 
Obama. As a result, the Summit had considerably less 
tension than previous ones. 

Yet just three weeks before the Summit, 
Obama signed an executive order calling Ven- 
ezuela “an extraordinary threat to the national 
security of the United States.” While the Admin- 
istration later backtracked on the language, it 
certainly sent a message that the U.S. continues 
to consider Latin America its backyard. No need 
here to defend all of Venezuela’s actions, but the 
U.S. continues its bully role, and not alone with 
regard to Venezuela. 

The deeper truth is that the real possibilities for 
social transformation in Latin America, and with it an 
end to U.S. domination with iron fist or velvet glove, lie 
not in the choreographed dance between the U.S. and 
the Latin American governments, including “Leftist” 
or progressive ones, inside or outside the “Summit of 
the Americas.” Rather, it is the important social move- 
ments taking place within the various countries of the 
Americas, against their own governments’ rule and 
against U.S. hegemony, which open possible pathways 
for fundamental change. — E.W. 





New: rayadunayevskaya.org Archives online, see p. 5 



"Human power is its own end"— Karl Marx 

WORKSHOPTALKS I 


When workers’ 
own time begins 

by Htun Lin 

Karl Marx praised the success of English workers 
in agitating for the ten-hour day: “In place of the pomp- 
ous catalogue of the ‘inalienable rights of man’ comes 
the modest Magna Carta of a legally limited working- 
day which shall make clear ‘when the time which the 
worker sells is ended, and when his own begins.’” 

This is the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta. 
A group of 13th-century English barons forced King 
John to sign the Magna Carta on June 15, 1215 to pro- 
tect their rights and property against a tyrannical king. 
The interests of the common man were hardly apparent 
in the minds of the men who brokered the agreement. 

But one provision held that “No freeman shall be 
arrested or imprisoned,” or otherwise harmed, “except 
by the lawful judgment of his equals and according to 
the law of the land,” the essential sense of the doctrine 
of “presumption of innocence.” 

WHO MUST RESPECT OUR RIGHTS? 

In the U.S., the Magna Carta was enshrined in the 
Bill of Rights as the promise that “no person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process 
of law,” and that “In all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury.” However that list of rights has in 
actuality been a list of rights denied. Even today, those 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Black 
Lives Matter NOW! 


A burly white cop grabs a 14-year-old Black girl’s 
hair and pushes her face into the ground, pausing to 
wave his gun at two teenage boys who rush to her de- 
fense. The video of Cpl. Eric Casebolt’s June 5 attack 
on Dejerria Becton and other kids at a pool party in 
McKinney, Texas, went viral because it was simulta- 
neously shocking and commonplace. In 2015 USA, pro- 
tests were inevitable and were heard around the world. 

Similarly, the fact that Baltimore cops murdered 
Freddie Gray in April is sickeningly familiar. As Billy 
Murphy said at Gray’s packed funeral, “Most of us are 
not here because we knew Freddie Gray, but we’re all 
here because we know lots of Freddie Grays!” That is 
not only the story of Baltimore but of the whole racist 
country. 

NEW IS THE NEVER-ENDING REVOLT 

What is new is not the killings but the revolt that 
has been snowballing since the 2012 murder of Trayvon 
Martin. Now people who live where racist killings by 
cops and vigilantes are part of everyday life are not the 
only ones forced to think about what they mean. 

The intensity of revolt has compelled responses, 
from a predominantly Black, multiracial outpouring of 
youth at protests, to recognition in the mass media that 
have so often disregarded the killings and protests, to 
solidarity from movements seeking liberation for wom- 
en, Queers, immigrants and workers. All feel the gravi- 
tational pull of “Black Lives Matter” precisely because 
of the power of its challenge to this society, a power 
rooted in the revolt that has been fermenting all along. 

Suddenly, the enduring segregation and poverty 

continued on p. 8 
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Refugees risk death fleeing 
war, terror and climate chaos 


by Ron Kelch 

“Where are human rights? Where is humanity?” 
exclaimed Naser Alden Abdulaziz, as French border 
police stopped him from crossing the border from Italy. 
Abdulaziz is fleeing the hell of a decade of ethnic vio- 
lence and genocide in Darfur, Sudan, and, along with 
others from Libya and Eritrea, demonstrated and start- 
ed a hunger strike at the border, declaring they will 
never return. Millions of human beings on the move all 
over the world are putting the global political and eco- 
nomic system on trial, exposing its rhetoric about hu- 
man rights for what it really is: a callous disregard for 
the mass of humanity suffering economic destitution, 
ethnic violence, climate disaster, perpetual war and 
terror under the regime of global capitalism. 

ROHINGYA FLEE IMPENDING GENOCIDE 

More than a million 
Rohingya, who have 
lived for generations in 
Burma’s Rakhine prov- 
ince, have been declared 
a non-people in their 
own country since 1982. 

Subjected to perpetual 
ethnic violence and con- 
centrated into squalid 
camps by Buddhist se- 
curity forces, thousands 
have packed into tiny 
boats dubbed “float- 
ing coffins” provided 
by profiteering smug- 
glers. They are taken 
out to sea, along with 
starving Bangladeshis 
and other South Asians escaping poverty — all trying to 
find a place to live. When navy vessels of neighboring 
countries — Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia — encounter 
them, a few provisions are handed out if they’re lucky, 
but then the vessels sail away. 

Australia’s anti-immigrant Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott not only adamantly shut down any suggestion 
the Rohingya could go there, but, in violation of inter- 
national law, has his forces stop boats and reward each 
member of smuggling crews $5,000 to take refugees to 
Indonesian waters. Bodies keep washing up on shores. 
Many of those who manage to land alive are discovered 
later in mass graves in Thailand and Malaysia. 

Israeli writer Ben Samuels aptly compared the 
Rohingya flotilla to the SS St. Louis, which in 1939 
was packed with Jews escaping the Holocaust, many of 
whom were killed upon returning to Europe after they 
were denied entry everywhere including Miami, where 
the State Department declared they’d have to “await 
their turns.” (See “Jews in 1939, Rohingya in 2015: Will 


the world act to prevent a 21st century SS St. Louis?” 
Haaretz, May 28, 2015.) 

Burma is a country of many minorities who have 
suffered racial violence at the hands of Burmese na- 
tionalistic Buddhists. The Muslim Rohingya face geno- 
cidal elimination. A week before an emergency meeting 
of local powers in Bangkok, which supposedly reversed 
the policy of turning stranded refugee boats back out to 
sea, Burma passed a Population Control Health Care 
Bill, making it a law that women in areas having a high 
population growth rate, that is, Muslim areas, space 
each child at least three years apart. 

“Democracy” is supposedly on the agenda in Bur- 
ma today, yet the iconic leader of the movement, Aung 
San Suu Kyi, whose father was a Burmese national- 
ist, refuses to even mention the existence of Rohingya. 
Bishop Desmond Tutu, a fellow Nobel Peace laureate, 

warned her: “A coun- 
try that ... fails to ac- 
knowledge and protect 
the dignity and worth 
of all its people, is not 
a free country.” Tutu 
also speaks against the 
frequent violent mob at- 
tacks in his own South 
Africa against non-citi- 
zen foreigners from the 
rest of Africa. 

When Sudanese 
President Omar al- 
Bashir showed up at an 
African Union summit 
held in South Africa, 
South Africa’s High 
Court prohibited Bashir 
from leaving the country until it decided whether to 
turn him over to the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) in the Hague. The ICC had issued a warrant for 
Bashir’s arrest in 2009 for his role in the genocide in 
Sudan’s Darfur region — the first 21st century genocide. 
Instead of honoring the court’s directive, the ruling 
African National Congress let him fly back to Sudan. 
South Africa had signed the treaty to honor ICC rul- 
ings and miserably failed its own test of being a democ- 
racy under the rule of law. Bashir’s military unleashed 
and cooperated with marauding Arab militias, the Jan- 
jaweed, against fellow Muslims in non-Arab villages in 
Darfur. Over 480,000 have been killed, 2.8 million are 
displaced refugees, many still in danger and seeking 
safe haven, and the number of women and girls raped 
is in the tens of thousands. Many try to make their way 
to Europe through Libya. 

Another flotilla of boat people fleeing war, terror, 
poverty and even climate change in Africa have faced 

continued on p. 10 



Yemen: where dreams are impossible 


Sana’a, Yemen — Under the control of religious armed 
militias, Yemenis live a humiliating life and die in in- 
sulting ways! Now death is the closest thing to Yemenis, 
whereas our dreams have become impossible. 

The Saudi-led coalition airstrikes never care about 
civilians when targeting Houthi sites or where arms 
are stored — which are mostly in cities, especially in 
Sana’a and Sada. 

BOTH SIDES TARGET CIVILIANS 

It seems that the Houthis and their allies treat the 
dead, injured and detainees as ISIS does. I expected 
this, for all the extremist religious groups in the Arab 
world have the same starting points. 

In the earlier days of the conflict, I watched a video 
that showed a woman trying to save an armed man 
who was with the popular resistance and was injured 
by Houthis near her house in Taiz. The Houthis shot 
the woman dead! That day I said to friends: This scene 
reflects the barbaric methods of the internal invaders, 
the Houthis and their allies, and their extremist reli- 
gious thoughts and background. I expected that this 
would continue and we would see more brutality in the 


future. 

In Aden, Taiz and Al-Dhale, where the street 
battles are more violent between Houthis and the 
popular resistance, Houthis shell the residential 
areas randomly. They prevent injured people get- 
ting to hospitals; they let them bleed to death. The 
dead stay in the streets, no one can get to them. 
Birds and dogs can be seen eating the corpses! 

These scenes are only a sample of daily events in 
Yemen. 

It is known that new movements always are cau- 
tious about bothering or abusing citizens, as they are 
trying to attract supporters. So why don’t religious 
movements, like Houthis, ISIS, etc., care about that? 

There are many reasons. One could be that these 
movements are messy and brutal. When we evaluate 
them we should remember their secret policies. They 
don’t abide by the laws of peace or war. They don’t re- 
spect the laws of nature either. This is like all of the 
current Islamic religious movements. Dictatorial re- 
gimes have an affinity for these beliefs, which explains 
the alliance between Houthis and the former president, 

continued on p. 3 
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Twenty years after Srebrenica: 

A Women’s Court demands justice 


by Terry Moon 

Twenty years ago in 
July 1995, over 8,000 mostly 
men and boys were massa- 
cred in Srebrenica, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Supposedly 
protecting a “safe area,” the 
400-strong UN “peacekeep- 
ers” did nothing while thou- 
sands were murdered, almost in front of their eyes. 
NAMING RAPE A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY 

At the same time, over 30,000 Bosniak women, 
children and the old were forced from their homes. Dur- 
ing the three years of war, thousands of Bosnian women 
were brutally raped, many murdered, many sexually 
tortured, all as a deliberate tactic 
of war to target and savage civil- 
ians and non-combatants; to de- 
stroy a people determined to live a 
multi-ethnic existence. The intent 
was genocide. It was the experi- 
ence of these women, backed up 
by a massive outcry, that forced 
the UN to name rape in war, for 
the first time, as both torture and 
a crime against humanity. 

News & Letters wrote shortly 
before the massacre in an Editori- 
al (“Rwanda, Bosnia and genocide 
in the 1990s,” April 1995): 

“Facing, drawing the correct 
lessons from, and then acting 
against genocide in Rwanda and 
Bosnia is not a separate question 
from combating racism and fas- 
cism at home — it is the same ques- 
tion... We need to support and learn from the emancipa- 
tory, multi-ethnic forces in Bosnia and Rwanda which, 
under tremendous pressure to mimic their enemies’ eth- 
nic chauvinism, have instead attempted to remain true 
to the ideal of a non-racist society.” 

That passion to “remain true to the ideal of a non- 
racist society” is being realized in a unique project: the 
convening in Sarajevo, Bosnia, on May 7 of the Women’s 
Court on war crimes against women during the war in 
the 1990s. 

NOW, FINALLY, A WOMEN’S COURT 

The very way they have organized the Court over 
five years, involving women from the entire region, 
shows that passion. Women came together from all cor- 
ners of the former Yugoslavia to demand justice for the 



by Artemis 

Although the Indian government banned Leslee 
Udwin’s new documentary India’s Daughters for be- 
ing “too shocking,” the film is very popular and is en- 
couraging the younger generation in their fight against 
rape culture. The film centers on the 2012 gang rape 
and murder of Jyoti Singh in Delhi, which provoked 
widespread demonstrations throughout India, and it 
analyzes and criticizes the way rapists think. More 
recent anti-rape actions include Sunitha Krishnan’s 
“Shame the Rapist” campaign, which she started Feb. 
5 by posting videos of rapes on YouTube. She blurred 
the faces of the victims, enhanced the faces of the rap- 
ists, and asked for help in identifying them. On March 
19, 20-year-old student Pradnya Mandhare dragged a 
stranger who had molested her in public to a police sta- 
tion by his hair. 

* * * 

In Bejing, China, veteran activist Feng Yuan has 
been monitoring the situation of the “Feminist Five.” 
These young activists were arrested for “creating dis- 
turbance” by planning to post anti-groping stickers on 
buses and trains in several cities. They were released 
in April after worldwide protests and condemnation 
from the UN. There is still the possibility they may go 
to prison, and police are still investigating them, with 
one pulled back into an eight-hour interrogation. They 
have no income and are forbidden to speak to the press, 
travel, or use their own cell phones. 

* * * 

Backline is an online feminist nonprofit known for 
its “Talkline,” which provides unbiased, secular coun- 
seling and connects callers to pregnancy, parenting, 
abortion, and adoption resources. On May 2, it expand- 
ed, opening the brick-and-mortar All-Options Pregnan- 
cy Resource Center in Bloomington, Ind., to provide 
in-person peer counseling and support groups on preg- 
nancy loss, infertility, abortion and adoption. It also 
offers free pregnancy tests, diapers and baby clothes 
and gives referrals to abortion providers, breastfeeding 
classes, HIV testing and LGBTQI resources. 


crimes committed against them during the wars and 
the suffering that followed. Women participating are 
from regions that were involved in the multi-sided war: 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, including Srebrenica, Croa- 
tia, Kosova, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and more. 

As Marieme Helie Lucas, a founder of Women Liv- 
ing Under Muslim Laws, writes: 

“This [convening of the Women’s Court], in and of 
itself, is a huge achievement, at a time when Europe is 
plagued with the rise of nationalisms, of extreme right- 
wing forces that divide people along ethnic and religious 
lines; at a time when attempts are made to homogenize 
nations and to exclude minorities and diversity; at a time 
when even citizens of one country are further separated 
by the construction of antagonistic ‘communities.’ .. .The 
fact that women came together from all the nations of ex- 
Yugoslavia is not just a powerful 
show of solidarity across bound- 
aries. It is also a political stand, 
defying the destructive, extreme 
rightwing forces at work in the re- 
gion and in the whole of Europe.” 

Women in Black-Belgrade 
(WiB-B), Serbia, did a tremen- 
dous amount of work to bring 
the Women’s Court into being. 
It was WiB-B who, in the midst 
of that war, stood on the street 
corners in Belgrade and con- 
demned the deadly aggres- 
sion of their own government. 
They were spat on, screamed 
at, threatened with death and 
physically attacked. 

They persisted then and kept 
persisting for 20 years to make 
sure that the world does not for- 
get and that the criminals are named. They helped 
make it possible for women who suffered unimaginable 
loss and atrocities, to make it imaginable, to name and 
speak the reality of inhumanity and to articulate what 
must be done and how to move forward. 

The process of bringing the Women’s Court into 
being changed women’s lives. The Women’s Court is 
the opportunity for women from the region to finally 
demand justice and to tell not only what happened to 
them in their own words, but also what needs to hap- 
pen for them to receive justice and peace. While the 
Women’s Court has no power in the bourgeois sense, as 
Marieme Lucas explains, “it will name the crimes and 
the perpetrators, it will denounce the links between the 
different forms of violence that women suffer till today 
in the former Yugoslavia as a consequence of the wars, it 
will demand justice and, relying on ‘the power of inter- 
national women’s solidarity,’ commit to monitoring the 
responses from concerned authorities.” 

The power of the Women’s Court is also revealed by 
the women who testified: “We are women who fight for 
justice. I will always live in solidarity with these wom- 
en. Together we can laugh and cry. I only wish that this 
group of women would rule the world.” 

What is Transgender 

solidarity? 

Feminists who support Caitlyn Jenner in any way, 
please remember that this person fully supports tak- 
ing away your access to birth control, locking up our 
children and friends in prisons, denying full equality 
and autonomy to other LGBTQ people, supports war, 
deportation raids and all kinds of other evil stuff. 

Is that somebody who you want to spend your time 
and energy supporting? 

If you’re interested in showing solidarity with 
Trans people, listen to us when we talk about po- 
litical issues that affect our lives. Listen to Trans 
women of color, Trans people who have been 
transitioning longer than the horde of white tum- 
blr Trans activists who know everything about 
gender after 25 years of white het male privilege 
and six weeks of estrogen shots. 

If you want to help us, check in on your Trans wom- 
an friend to see how she is. A lot of us live in abusive 
relationships, have extreme financial troubles, mental 
health issues, or are sporadically houseless. 

You can help your Trans man friend find an 
affirming and understanding OB/GYN, or just be 
there to hear him rant about his complex emo- 
tions. Anything is better than arguing with Trans 
people about the relevance of Bruce Jenner. 

If so many Trans women would take off the fake 
eyelashes so they can see further than the bullshit lies 
of glamorous pseudo-representation, they’d understand 
that the very same systems that create celebrity Trans 
people like Caitlyn Jenner are the systems that seek 
our collective destruction. 

— Jaz: anti-capitalist, feminist activist 




REASON 



Deborah Cunningham 
1945-2015 

Deborah Cunningham was an ADAPT activist and 
Executive Director of the Memphis Center for Inde- 
pendent Living (MCIL). When she died on May 7, the 
movement lost a tireless, creative, committed activist, 
feminist and thinker. She worked with and for MCIL 
since its inception in 1982 and became Executive Direc- 
tor in 1989. 

DISABILITY UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

Tim Wheat, a photographer and longtime disabil- 
ity rights activist, wrote of Deborah: 

“Before there was any home and community options 
in Tennessee, Deborah was the ‘conductor’ of the Dis- 
ability Underground Railroad that moved people with 
disabilities from institutionalization into their own 
homes...” 

“There’s not one person in the whole of 
Tennessee who has been freed from a nursing 
home or saved from entering one who does not 
owe their freedom, in no small part, to Deborah 
Cunningham,” said MCIL board member Louis 
Patrick. “There’s not an accessible movie theater 
space in Memphis and its environs that Deborah, 
an avid movie fan, did not lobby hard for. Ditto the 
spaces, concessions and restrooms at the Liberty 
Bowl are substantially the result of Deborah’s ef- 
forts. ” 

News and Letters Committees worked with 
ADAPT, MCIL and Deborah for many years. One par- 
ticular event stands out. Deborah and friend Renee, 
both in ADAPT, were waiting for a bus and one came by 
with a wheelchair lift, but instead of stopping to pick 
them up, the driver “braked, then pulled off. He refused 
to stop. The bus wasn’t crowded, he just didn’t want to 
pick us up,” Deborah and Renee wrote in the Aug. -Sept. 
2002 issue of News & Letters. 

They started calling the Transit Authority to get 
a ride back to work. They called everyone they could 
think of, including the manager and president of MATA 
(Memphis Area Transit Authority). They either got no 



responses or had their calls transferred to another line 
with no response. 

Another wheelchair-accessible bus came by, but 
picked up someone across the street, and left them. 
Then, “We saw a mainline bus coming and decided to 
block it. . . Then a MATAplus bus did pull up. . .When we 
started towards it, the driver of the bus we were block- 
ing took off, and so did the MATAplus bus. So we de- 
cided to block the van of a MATA supervisor who came 
out here. The police are here,” they wrote, “but MATA 
is not going to prosecute us for blocking their bus be- 
cause they know that they’re in the wrong and totally 
incompetent.” 

Deborah and Renee had been out in the 90+ 
degree Memphis sun for hours but did not budge 
until MATA sent a bus to pick them up and take 
them home. Then Deborah continued to pressure 
MATA to decently serve those with disabilities. 

I loved working with Deborah. She was committed 
to human rights and freedom and she brought a new 
dimension to the struggle for both women’s and disabil- 
ity rights because in her mind and actions, they were 
never separate. We are all diminished when someone 
like Deborah dies. We will always miss her militant 
voice and being. 

— Terry Moon 
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Chicago teachers prepare to strike 



Chicago — Over 1,000 teachers and labor 
supporters rallied in Chicago on June 9, three 
weeks before the Chicago Teachers Union con- 
tract expires. The plaza of the Thompson Center 
was a sea of red T-shirts with teachers and other 
unionists chanting “This means war!” about the 
contract battle ahead. 

Teachers gained the current contract in 
2012 only by maintaining their strike for nine 
days, defying Mayor Rahm Emanuel and his ap- 
pointed school board and threats that strikers’ 
jobs would be gone. But the teachers had the 
support of students and parents and the solidar- 
ity of unions and rank-and-file workers through- 
out the area. They demonstrated that support, 
literally, on a daily basis with large, loud, color- 
ful marches of as many as 10,000 union support- 
ers around the Loop and in the neighborhoods. 

Emanuel, who closed 52 more public schools 
and siphoned off more public school money to the crony 
capitalists who control the strings of privatized char- 
ter schools, is still the enemy. But at today’s rally, far 
more of the signs teachers carried and the slogans they 
chanted identified Gov. Bruce Rauner as their main ad- 
versary and the foe of working people. 

The newly elected billionaire governor of Illinois 
does not control the state legislature, yet he is demand- 
ing that legislators pass his package of union-busting 
“reforms” just as Republican governors in Wisconsin, 
Indiana and Michigan had pushed through. 

Gov. Rauner has refused to release tens of 
millions of dollars already in the budget, ap- 
proved for schools and the most basic services 
of food, health and shelter, holding the poor and 
workers hostage to extort passage of his union- 
busting bills. 


WORKSHOPTALKS 


continued from p. 1 


He has urged the school board to declare bank- 
ruptcy and shake off contractual obligations including 
union rules, wages and pension obligations. As CTU 
president Karen Lewis stated, the schools are “broke 
by choice.” The 3% a year board counter-offer to CTU 
wage demands is essentially a wage freeze. 

The governor has declared open class warfare on 
workers in Illinois. The enthusiasm of the rally and 
the march down LaSalle Street promises that teachers 
fighting for a contract in coming months will be shock 
troops in that class war. — Bob McGuire 

Dreams die in Yemen 

continued from p. 1 

Ali Abdullah Saleh, who used religious groups to jus- 
tify his internal war against the southern governorates 
in 1994, as well as his three decades in power. 

In fact, the differences between all the current reli- 
gious movements are small; they all do the same things 
against humans: they kill people, impose their control 
and thoughts by arms and terrorism, they destroy the 
social fabric; they don’t believe that a democratic nation 
is legitimate. For them, might makes right. 


rights stop abruptly inside the gates of Guantanamo or 
Rikers Island. 

Kalief Browder was a 17 -year-old Black youth, a 
U.S. citizen, when he was detained at Rikers Island, 
New York City’s infamous jail, for three years without 
a trial on suspicion of stealing a backpack. There was 
no due process for him. Browder was determined to get 
his day in court to prove his own innocence and rejected 
plea bargains. But the District Attorney kept delaying 
his trial month after month in order to force him to ac- 
cept a plea bargain. 

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT AND DEATH 

Browder recently took his own life to stop the pain 
which resulted from the mental torture of near-con- 
stant solitary confinement and multiple beatings which 
he had endured at Rikers Island. 

Our rights and freedoms have been defined 
negatively as putting limits on the power of the 
state, as in the lawless injustice at Rikers Island. 
But runaway executive power doesn’t end with 
police brutality and criminal injustice that the 
Black Lives Matter movement is calling to ac- 
count. Abuse of due process extends to the fac- 
tory floor, where company foremen assert unfet- 
tered power over us workers. Their corporate 
power is backed by the power of the state, repre- 
sented by the police and military might. 

Marx took a long view of realizing freedom in a 
positive sense. Capitalism, in Marx’s day, used up 
three generations of workers in a single generation of 
working days without time limits. The struggle for the 
eight-hour day spread across the U.S. after the victory 
over slavery in the Civil War. Marx then traced the 
generations-long struggle for a normal working day. 

The labor movement got labor laws on working 
conditions and health and safety regulations enacted 
by Congress and state legislatures, including overtime 
rules. But with the help of union bureaucrats who have 
betrayed the workers’ long struggle, company manage- 
ment can put the burden of compliance on the individ- 
ual worker. 

WORKERS ISOLATED BY DESIGN 

In practice, the work flow in the shop is now de- 
signed to compel the worker, often in isolation by de- 
sign, to meet a quota set by the company. In order to 
meet that quota, workers are forced to violate existing 
rules and regulations themselves, working through 
lunches and breaks, and often off the clock with unpaid 
overtime, to “get the job done.” 

Marx said that, by its very nature, capitalism will 
ultimately create its own gravediggers arising from its 
army of the unemployed. The point for us workers is, 
through our own collective thought and practice, to let 
the rulers know that we dig these graves not for our- 
selves, but for them. Only then can we transcend capi- 
tal’s concept of time by declaring our own concept of 
“time as space for human development.” 


ANTI-DEMOCRATIC IDEOLOGY WIDESPREAD 

Some extremist religious movements accept de- 
mocracy as a tactic, as did the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt. But the literature of such groups is in total con- 
trast with democratic values. 

Houthis participated in the dialogue in Yemen, but 
in the end, they turned the table and took full control 
of the state by force. 

Now there are almost one million displaced 
Yemenis. Over 20 million are in urgent need of 
food. Most of the hospitals throughout the coun- 
try are unable to receive patients, due to the lack 
of fuel and medicine. 

According to my observation, most of the aid that 
was donated by international organizations has been 
taken by Houthis, especially fuel. Most of the people 
who fled their houses live in schools or in friends’ hous- 
es and have no basic services. 

In Sana’a, where I live, people spend most of their 
time standing in lines waiting for water given by do- 
nors. They do the same thing for gas. Many journalists, 
politicians and human rights activists are still detained 
by Houthis. Some of them were used as human shields. 

Many Yemeni civilians are now saying that they 
prefer death instead of this humiliating life! 

— Khaled Al-Hamdani 
Editor’s note: More in-person reports on Yemen can be 
found on the News and Letters Committees website: 
http: / / newsandletters.org / tag / yemen / 
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U AW makes new effort 
to organize VW 

Detroit — The United Auto Workers, claiming to 
represent over 55% of the workers at the Volkswagen 
plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., has demanded exclusive 
bargaining rights for the workers. VW, however, said 
it will continue to meet with the American Council of 
Employees, which was established by anti-union forces. 

VW provides each union varying privileges de- 
pending on its level of representation: representing 
15% of the workers, a union can use a meeting room, 
post literature and meet monthly with management; 
representing 30%, the union also meets quarterly with 
a member of the executive committee. 

A union representing 45% of the workers also meets 
every other week with management and the executive 
committee. The meetings deal with matters of concern 
to the workers in the plant, but have varying degrees 
of enforcement based on the degree of representation. 

Last year, when the union representation vote 
was held, the company had actually supported the es- 
tablishment of a union. Chattanooga was the only VW 
plant in the world without a Workers Council, which it 
could have created if the UAW had won. While the UAW 
expected to easily win, it did not realize how virulent 
and powerful anti-union sentiment remained in the 
South. Coupled with support for the opposition from 
national anti-union forces and state politicians in Ten- 
nessee, the UAW lost the election. 

This did not deter the UAW, which established Lo- 
cal Union 42 and continued its drive to unionize the 
plant. This strategy seems to be successful and may 
be used to organize other foreign-owned plants in the 
South — a South which has successfully resisted UAW 
organizing for more than half a century. 

There remains another serious question about the 
strategy of cooperation with management, and how 
successful that will be. The historic sentiment of the 
rank-and-file workers is to seek leaders who are fight- 
ers. They will be watching closely to see how UAW 
President Dennis Williams measures up in upcoming 
contract negotiations. — Andy Phillips 

S. China Sea dispute 

The exchange of threats between China and the 
U.S. over once uninhabited specks of land and sub- 
merged reefs in the South China Sea has heated up. As 
China has expanded its ambitious campaign of dredg- 
ing, land reclamation, garrisoning troops and erecting 
military facilities in the Spratly Islands near Malaysia 
and Brunei, the U.S. has repeatedly called for its halt. 

Both Vietnam and the Philippines have done island 
building on reefs they claimed, but have loudly protest- 
ed China’s. Its construction and militarization in the 
South China Sea in the last two years has dwarfed all 
other countries. They fear China’s military near their 
shores and what it claims. 

‘NINE-DASH LINE’ 

Claims by Chiang Kai-shek in 1947, before the Chi- 
nese Revolution drove him and his Nationalist Party 
to refuge on Taiwan, are the basis of the “nine-dash 
line,” whose outline hugging the beaches of Vietnam, 
Malaysia and the Philippines would make the South 
China Sea a Chinese lake. The U.S., which treated the 
Caribbean as its own American lake as it sent troops 
to Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Grenada 
over the last century, has escalated verbal warnings to 
China, warning them against fortifying its island con- 
structions, and has directed military ships and planes 
to pass where China claims sovereignty. 

The response from China has been to reassert that 
construction in the Spratly Islands is no different than 
building roads in China itself and to warn the U.S. 
against military movements in the South China Sea. 
The Communist Party-run newspaper Global Times 
was far more bellicose: “If the United States’ bottom 
line is that China has to halt its activities, then a U.S.- 
China war is inevitable in the South China Sea.” 

China has raised war threats before, for instance 
against Taiwan rejecting the One China policy in favor 
of independence. Belligerence toward Taiwan was al- 
ways an empty threat as long as Taiwan was the source 
of much of the capital that allowed China to exploit its 
ever-expanding working class. 

OPPOSITION IN HONG KONG AND AT HOME 

Likewise China, for all its manipulation of politics 
in Hong Kong, because it is their conduit for world capi- 
tal, has tolerated opposition there — including Occupy 
Hong Kong and commemorations of the June 4, 1989, 
Tiananmen Square massacre — without dissolving its 
special status. 

But the threat of skirmishes and even all-out war 
between capitalist powers might be more real over 
a submerged reef in the South China Sea. Whether 
China’s rulers feel the need to undercut the class op- 
position among workers on strike by injecting a dose 
of patriotic fever, or the government of a neighboring 
country feels compelled to yield not one rock of its sov- 
ereignty, the situation is incendiary. — Bob McGuire 
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Editor’s note: In celebrating the online publication 
of the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection (see p. 5), we pres- 
ent excerpts of the Introduction / Overview she wrote to 
the last volume she donated. Besides describing the 
volume’s contents, this piece takes up the Marxist-Hu- 
manist concept of archives as not only retrospective but 
perspective, in the quest to establish “continuity with 
the historic course of human development.” 


VOLUME XII: RETROSPECTIVE AND 
PERSPECTIVE-THE RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 
COLLECTION, 1924-1986 
INTRODUCTION/OVERVIEW TO VOLUME XII 


Counter-revolutions have a way of repeating them- 
selves during world crises, whether in the Palmer Raids 
in the 1920s, or in the rise of McCarthyism in the post- 
World War II period following the 1949 revolution in 
China and the creation of apartheid South Africa. The 
struggle now makes it imperative to trace the absolute 
opposite of the counter-revolution — the revolutions in 
thought as well as in fact. Our epoch is crucial, not alone 
because that challenge is the task of this generation, 
but because in those three decades of the post-World 
War II world there arose a movement from practice that 
was itself a form of theory. 



That move- 
ment challenged 
the theoreticians 
to work out so 
new a relation- 
ship of practice 
to theory as to 
have that unity 
achieve a totally 
new stage. To get 
a feeling for the 
revolutionary op- 
position in the 
1920s, see Sec- 
tion I, Part A, 
especially the 
documents on the Negro Champion, the organ of the 
American Negro Labor Congress, on which I worked. 
Thus, America’s Black Dimension, far from being bro- 
ken by the post-World War I riots against them, gave 
rise, at one and the same time, to both the largest mass 
movement of Blacks ever in the U.S., Garveyism, and to 
the American Negro Labor Congress, which expressed 
the Russian Revolution in its internationalism. 

“BLACK/RED” WAS ALSO PIVOTAL in the la- 


Amy Jacques Garvey, early feminist and 
editor of the Negro World and Marcus 
Garvey’s works. 


bor struggle of the 1930s, which transformed the indus- 
trial face of the nation with the creation of the CIO. 
Before the CIO, however, the labor struggles reached 
their highest point in the San Francisco general strike 
of 1934. While San Francisco had always been a union 
town, the strike posed not just a union question or a 
strike in a single industry — the longshoremen — but a 
political, revolutionary, general strike in which I was 
very active. I was then the organizer of the Spartacus 
Youth Club in Los Angeles. In order to show that these 
types of revolutionary strikes, far from being “foreign,” 
as the Hearst papers were screaming, were very Ameri- 
can, I wrote an article for the Young Spartacus (June 
1934) which went back to the railroad strikes of the 
1870s, concentrating on the very first General Strike in 
St. Louis — 1877 — when “the strikers took possession of 
the city and ruled for an entire week.” 


SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION 


By 1936, when I was living in Washington, D.C., I 
became active in support of sharecroppers’ struggles in 
the South. Interracial relationships became a key ques- 
tion during the Depression. In Washington, D.C., for 
example, which was still a “Jim Crow” town except for 
streetcars, Ralph Bunche. ..was instrumental in estab- 
lishing, with the Communists, a new National Negro 
Congress, and helped the socialists, who had organized 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, to establish the 
Washington Committee to Aid Agricultural Workers as 
a support group for the 1936 Arkansas sharecroppers’ 
strike. (See my “Two forgotten pages of Ralph Bunche’s 
life story,” N&L, March 1972.) I was a member of this 
committee, which included Carter G. Woodson, found- 
er of the Journal of Negro History, and Prof. Dorsey, 
a political economist at Howard, who was to become 
the Washington chairman of the International Defense 
Committee for Leon Trotsky in 1937. The Black Dimen- 
sion here opened the two-way road between the U.S. 
and Africa for me, especially since Nnamdi Azikwe was 
then in the U.S. writing his Renascent Africa. 
TROTSKY’S RUSSIAN LANGUAGE SECRETARY 


Along with these new findings from the 1920s and 
1930s first being introduced into the Raya Dunayevs- 
kaya Collection, I want to add also to the section on 
my work as Russian secretary to Leon Trotsky in 
1937-38. The three pieces I translated on the Spanish 
Revolution, and Leon Trotsky’s letter of Jan. 5, 1938, 


The meaning of revolutionary archives 


From right, Raya Dunayevskaya, Natalia Trotsky, Jean 
Heijenoort, Leon Trotsky and Joe Hansen, in Mexico, 1938. 


to Shachtman, which informed Shachtman that I was 
translating part of Trotsky’s work, How the Revolution 
Armed Itself, were all part of making the 1917 Russian 
Revolution so relevant to the 1937 Spanish Revolution 
that Trotskyists should become both active partici- 
pants and theoreticians. In a word, what the Trotsky 
letter doesn’t say is that it was done for the Spanish 
revolutionaries so that they could have the 1917 ground 
for the 1937 Revolution. 

On the other hand, the 
shock of the Hitler-Stalin 
Pact in 1939, followed by the 
outbreak of World War II and 
Trotsky’s call for the defense 
of Russia, signaled the be- 
ginning of the end of world 
Trotskyism. The many ten- 
dencies that sprang up within 
Trotskyism questioned the 
very nature of the Russian 
state and the Russian econ- 
omy, rather than just the po- 
litical bureaucratization that 
Stalin introduced and that 
Trotsky had fought. 

I plunged into the study 

of all the Russian Five-Year Plans. What the new ad- 
ditions to documents on the theory of state-capitalism 
reveal is that, at the same time I was engaged in re- 
search on the Russian economy of 1928-39, 1 was trans- 
lating for myself philosophic works of Marx, those that 
were listed by Ryazanov as “Preparatory Works for the 
Holy Family” and which we now know as the famous 
Humanist Essays [also known as Marx’s Paris Manu- 
scripts or Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 
1844], as well as Lenin’s Abstract of Hegel’s Science of 
Logic. My translations have now been found in their 
very first form. (See #8845.) In a word, the relationship 
between philosophy and economics was intensified. In- 
deed, by the 1940s I saw philosophy as inherent in new 
revolutionary forces — labor, Black, women, youth. 

STATE-CAPITALISM AS A WORLD STAGE 

Thus the studies in state-capitalism were integral 
to the intensified activities in the 1940s with, once 
again, the Black Dimension being pivotal. See espe- 
cially the documents on my debate with David Coolidge 
(Ernest Rice McKinney), #9008. The Schomburg Col- 
lection in New York was the place where I did much of 
my research on Black America, which was reflected in 
my 1948 article, “Maintain the Schomburg Collection!” 

In 1947 the Fourth International allowed me to 
present the theory of state-capitalism at their world 
conference in France. I debated Ernest Mandel (Ernest 
Germain) there. What is most memorable from that 
trip was, however, not the Trotskyists but the meeting 
with a Camerounian who told me of the revolution they 
had when the Germans left and the “Free French” were 
going to return. (See my 1947 letters, #661.) 

WHEN I COMPLETED THE TRANSLATION 
of Lenin’s Abstract of Hegel’s Science of Logic in 1949, 1 
looked for a publisher for it, knocking on many doors and 
meeting with the Columbia University Russian Depart- 
ment, but publication had to wait until 1957 with my 
Marxism and Freedom. The many letters in this period 
disclose the relationship of philosophy and economics — 
specifically of Hegel’s Science of Logic to Marx’s Capi- 
tal — and connect those studies to the letters I wrote to 
miners on the general strike in 1950. These reveal that 
I was changing the form of my work on state-capitalism 
and Marxism to what became Marxism and Freedom. 
(See Section III for the letters of this period.) 
BREAKUP OF ‘JOHNSON-FOREST’ TENDENCY 

It all resulted in the 
breakup of the state-capitalist 
tendency known as “Johnson- 
Forest,” and the critique of all 
post-Marx Marxists. I called 
for a reorganization of Marx- 
ist groupings, and the theo- 
retical work that resulted in 
1957-58, Marxism and Free- 
dom, spelled its aim out as 
re-establishing Marxism in 
its original form, which Marx 
called a “thoroughgoing Natu- 
ralism or Humanism.” That 
period saw my first attempt to 
make an outline of what would 
become the Marxist-Humanist 
Archives. (See #9357). 

The whole question of the 

relationship of any ongoing 

event with the past, with the very concept of Archives, 
depends on the two opposite words-continuity and dis- 
continuity. Whereas only great divides in epochs, in 
cognition, in personality, are crucial, and may relate 
to turning points in history, no discontinuity can really 
achieve that type of new epochal “moment” unless it 
has established continuity with the historic course of 
human development. 




Silvio Frondizi, “the great Argentinian independent Marxist. 


NATURALLY, THE SIGNIFICANCE of ar- 
chives for any Marxist-Humanist has, as ground, what 
we learned from Marx’s Archives, especially from the 
writings in his last decade, and especially the Eth- 
nological Notebooks which were first transcribed in 
1972. That work cast a totally new illumination both 
on Marx’s multilinearism as it relates to his studies of 
pre-capitalism and indeed the whole course of human 
development. These Note- 
books so integrally related the 
“new moments” of Marx’s last 
decade that it made it possible 
to grasp Marx’s Marxism as a 
totality. In a word, the new 
moments of his last decade, 
and the very first writings of 
his break from capitalism and 
his founding of a whole new 
continent of thought and of 
revolution in 1843-44, were 
one continuous development 
of what Marx called a “new 
Humanism.” This is the rea- 
son why we considered the 
1880s a “trail to the 1980s.” 
Put differently, neither the 
first nor the last of Marx’s new moments were a ques- 
tion of something that happened in the 19th century, 
but became an imperative for our age. 

To return to 1958, that was the year DeGaulle 
came to power in France and I saw, at one and the same 
time, a new form of fascism and the imperative need for 
new international relations of those who opposed both 
poles of capitalism — U.S. and Russia — whether they 
held fully to the theory of state-capitalism or not. A cor- 
respondence developed with Battaglia Communista in 
Italy (Onorato Damen); Grandizo Munis, a Spanish ex- 
ile; Chaulieu [Cornelius Castoriadis] and Vega [Albert 
Maso], as well as Jean Malaquais in France; and Harry 
McShane in Britain. An International Conference was 
held in Milan, Italy, in November 1959, and I made a 
trip to Europe to attend and hold other discussions. I 
had in my hand for the trip Marxism and Freedom as 
well as our new pamphlet, Nationalism, Communism, 
Marxist-Humanism and the Afro-Asian Revolutions, 
and I insisted that all those who attended had to fo- 
cus on the new revolutions in the Third World. I asked 
that the African comrades be invited. (I continued cor- 
responding with Africans until I went to Africa in 1962, 
and they helped map my trip to Nigeria, Ghana, Sen- 
egal, and the Gambia.) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

The European International Conference itself, 
while not grounded in philosophy, Marxist-Humanist 
or otherwise, and not agreeing with my analysis of the 
very new African Revolutions, did approve my motion 
to continue discussion on a regular basis in the Italian 
journal, Prometeo. Out of this trip, a Marxist-Humanist 
group was established in Britain, headed by Harry Mc- 
Shane. 

The pivotal points of my address to the Internation- 
al Conference were further developed in the 1960 The- 
sis, “The World Crisis and the Theoretic Void,” which 
was published in Italian and French in Prometeo, the 
publication of the International Center of Correspon- 
dence. (Onorato Damen had introduced me to the pub- 
lisher La Nuovo Italia, which published the Italian edi- 
tion of Marxism and Freedom.) 

DIALOGUE WITH AFRICAN REVOLUTIONARIES 

The new correspondence that is now being added 
includes communication with Leopold Senghor, Sekou 
Toure, and Nnamdi Azikwe, as well as the letter to 
Thomas Kanza, UN Ambas- 
! sador from the Congo, on the 
| death of Patrice Lumumba. 
■§■ The trip to West Africa in 1962 
t is thus now more fully docu- 
g mented and shows more than 
& just the fact that Presence Af- 
| ricaine published my article 
[5 “Marxist-Humanism,” which 
§ I had originally titled “Afri- 
| can Socialism: Why Not a New 
£ International?” That didn’t 
: impede my activities and writ- 
r ings on the American scene, as 
;. witness the new contributions 
we now make of my articles 
for The Activist, the student 
journal at Oberlin College 
for which I was both sponsor 
and writer, as well as a critic 
of some of their writings, like 
that of Tracey Strong on China. 

THE THIRD WORLD WAS naturally not only 
Africa, but also Latin America, Asia and the Middle 
East. Most relevant and important here is my corre- 
spondence with Silvio Frondizi, the great Argentinian 
independent Marxist who was murdered by the fascist 

continued on p. 6 
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Now available online! The Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection, the Marxist-Humanist Archives 

View them at www.rayadunayevskaya.org 




“The whole question of the relationship of any ongo- Herbert Marcuse called Dunayevskaya’s writings on the 
ing event with the past, with the very concept of Archives, Marxian dialectic “an oasis in the desert of Marxism,” 


depends on the two opposite words— con- 
tinuity and discontinuity. Whereas only 
great divides in epochs, in cognition, in 
personality, are crucial, and may relate to 
turning points in history, no discontinuity 
can really achieve that type of new epoch- 
al ‘moment’ unless it has established con- 
tinuity with the historic course of human 
development.” 

—Raya Dunayevskaya 

When Dunayevskaya donated her 
Archives to Wayne State University, she 
made two stipulations: first, that she 
would organize the Archives herself, 
and, second, that they would be open to 
anyone who wanted to study them. 


Raya Dunayevskaya; Charles Denby, editor of News & Letters and author of Indignant Heart; 
and Ethel Dunbar, “Way of the World” columnist and contributor to Indignant Heart 


The new website of the Raya Dunayevskaya Memorial 
Fund presents the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection as 
she organized it herself, together with the posthumous 
Supplement. Importantly, it makes the Archives available 

to anyone 
who can 
access the 
website: 
theoretically 
over three 
billion 
people. 

This is in 
addition to 
the entire 
60 years 
of News 
& Letters 
newspaper 
available 

on the News and Letters Committees website: www. 
newsandletters.org. The first 55 years are also hosted 
on the Marxists Internet Archive at www.marxists.org/ 
history/etol/newspape/news-and-letters/index.htm. 


Yoshlmasa Yuklyama, translator of the Japanese edition of Marxism 
and Freedom; Raya Dunayevskaya; and Charles Denby (1969) 


and stressed 
her argument 
that “Marxian 
economics and 
politics are 
throughout 
philosophy,” 
while “the 
latter is from 
the beginning 
economics and 
politics.” 

Stay tuned 
as new 
additions to 
both websites 
go online in 
coming months. 


THE RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA COLLECTION 

Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its World Development 


PART ONE 

Volume I 

Volume II 
Volume III 


Appendix I 


Birth and Development of State-Capitalist Theory 

1941-1947 — Beginnings of State-Capitalist Theory (in the 
Workers Party) 

1947-1951 — From the “Interim Period” to the Final Split 
from the Socialist Workers Party 

1949-1955 — From the Miners’ General Strike to the East 
German Revolt; From the Appearance of Differences in the 
Johnson-Forest Tendency to the Historic Reemergence of 
Marx’s Humanism 

Leon Trotsky: Letters, Conversations, Unpublished 
Documents 


PART TWO Creation of Marxist-Humanism as Organization — 
News and Letters Committees — and as Theory for 
Our Age 

1955-1958 — Laying New Theoretical and Practical 
Foundations, Culminating in Marxism and Freedom, from 
1 776 Until Today 

1959-1964 — The Emergence of a Third Afro-Asian, Latin 
American World and a New Generation of Revolutionaries 
Also in the U.S. 

1964-1968 — As Against Decadent Capitalism on the 
Rampage, New Stages of Mass Revolt 
1968-1973 — Objective Crises Compelling Theoretic 
Clarification of Revolution, Culminating in the Work Around 
Philosophy and Revolution 

1973-1975 — Philosophy and Revolution as Book, as 
Characteristic of the Age 

1976-1978 — Forces of Revolution as Reason; Philosophy of 
Revolution as Force 

1979-1981 - — What is Philosophy? What is Revolution? How 
the Revolutions of Our Age Relate to Those Since Marx’s Age: 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy 
of Revolution 

“Two Worlds” Columns by Raya Dunayevskaya, 1955-1981 
1981-1985 — Dialectics of Revolution: American Roots and 
World Humanist Concepts 

Retrospective and Perspective — The Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection, 1924-1986 


Volume IV 


Volume V 


Volume VI 


Volume VII 


Volume VIII 


Volume IX 


Volume X 


Appendix II 
Volume XI 

Volume XII 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA COLLECTION 

Volume XIII Raya Dunayevskaya’s Last Writings, 1986-1987 — Toward 
the Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy 

Volume XIV The Writing of Raya Dunayevskaya’s “Trilogy of Revolution,” 
1953-83: The “Long, Hard Trek and Process of Development” 
of the Marxist-Humanist Idea 

Volume XV 1983-1985: From the Marx Centenary Year to Women’s 
Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution, and from Reagan’s 
Invasion of Grenada to Raya Dunayevskaya’s Work on 
“Dialectics of Organization and Philosophy” 


This is an incredible resource for revolutionaries and 
scholars, seeking not only to understand the history of 
freedom struggles and the conditions in which they occur 
but to advance them today so as to transform the world. 
The Collection encompasses the body of ideas of Marxist- 
Humanism developed by Dunayevskaya during a lifetime 
in the revolutionary movement. Its over 17,000 pages are 
a resource for students, researchers and activists in fields 
as diverse as philosophy, women’s studies, social theory, 
intellectual history and Black studies. Her writings 
spanned the world: her contributions to Soviet and 
East European studies, as well as to African and Middle 
Eastern regional studies, have been widely praised. 

Just a few of the correspondents included are Herbert 
Marcuse, Erich Fromm, Leon Trotsky, Natalia Trotsky, 
Adrienne Rich, Grace Lee Boggs, C.L.R. James, Cornelius 
Castoriadis, Meridel LeSueur, Nnamdi Azikwe, Tadayuki 
Tsushima, Zagorka Golubovic, Louis Dupre, Sekou Toure 
and Maria Barreno. 


Donations to keep making additions to the 
RDMF website can be sent to: 

The Raya Dunayevskaya Memorial Fund, 
228 S. Wabash, Room 230, Chicago, FL 60604. 
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continued from p. 4 

regime. He had in fact translated Marxism and Free- 
dom, but was unable to publish it. Nearly all of my ma- 
jor works have now been translated and published in 
Spanish. Erich Fromm was instrumental in introduc- 
ing my work to the publishing house, Siglo XXI. 

The section on the battle of ideas speaks well 
enough for itself, whether it is correspondence with 
Silvio Frondizi or Alisdair Ma- 
cIntyre, with Erich Fromm or Pe- 
ter Bergmann, Jean Malaquais 
or Paul Piccone, Dixon Colley 
or John O’Neill, or even C.L.R. 

James and Grace Chin Lee, or 
whether it was with Leon Trotsky 
or Yoshimasa Yukiyama. Indeed, 
the correspondence and some of 
the interviews would result in a 
chapter within a book itself. I am 
referring to a 1965 Hong Kong in- 
terview, which became a part of a 
chapter of Philosophy and Revo- 
lution. The Chinese refugee I in- 
terviewed, “Jade,” was so taken 
with my chapter “The Challenge 
of Mao Tse-tung” in Marxism 
and Freedom that she translated 
it into Chinese and sent it to the 
underground at Peking Universi- 
ty, where she had been a student. 

That was in 1966, at the begin- 
ning of the Cultural Revolution. 

THE TRIP I MADE TO 
JAPAN has been reported in the 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection 
before, but the new that is add- 
ed now is especially important 
for two reasons. It wasn’t only 
my Marxism and Freedom that 
was translated and published in 
Japan, but also News and Let- 
ters Committees pamphlets like 
Charles Denby’s Workers Battle 
Automation and other new voices 
from the Black Revolution. The 
Zenshin (the Japan Revolutionary Communist League) 
sponsored my many lectures throughout the Islands. 
Also new is the typescript of my talk in Japan on Hegel. 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF LENIN AND HEGEL 

What is of the essence in the 1970s were the new 
open doors in academia in the U.S. In 1970, the year 
of the 200th anniversary of Hegel’s birth and 100th of 
Lenin’s, the battle of ideas kept crisscrossing between 
the Left and academia. The specific essay which was 


to attract special attention was “The Philosophic Am- 
bivalence of Lenin,” which became the basis for my talk 
to a conference of the then young New Left philosophic 
journal, Telos. The Yugoslav journal Praxis then re- 
printed it, and so did the Italian journal Aut Aut. That 
work was not just on Lenin, but on Hegel, and it became 
a part of the section in Philosophy and Revolution on 
“Why Hegel? Why Now?” This allowed 
me to present a paper at the 1974 con- 
ference of the Hegel Society of America. 
What is new in Volume XII is the docu- 
mentation of the critiques of my views 
on Hegel that came from old radicals 
like Peter Bergmann (1974) as well as a 
critique of my interpretation of Hegel’s 
Absolute Method by George Armstrong 
Kelly in his Hegel’s Retreat from Eleusis 
(1978). I answered Kelly in the introduc- 
tion to my 1982 edition of Philosophy 
and Revolution. Also new is my letter 
to Bertell Oilman in critique of the aca- 
demic classes in socialism, especially 
Marx’s Capital. 

THE 1970S WERE IN GENERAL 

characterized by a new passion for a phi- 
losophy of revolution. On the one hand, 
it was spurred by the fact that the 1960s 
revolutions had been aborted at their 
highest point, 1968. On the other hand, 
it was the very counter-revolution of 
the early 1970s against Vietnam, when 
both Russia and China were rolling out 
the red carpet for Nixon, that made the 
youth, the Black Dimension, and even 
some old radicals, begin to ask questions 
serious enough to have them attempt 
to work out a new philosophy of revolu- 
tion for their age. At any rate, they were 
ready to listen and not to dismiss theo- 
reticians on any superficial basis of age. 
Rather, they themselves wanted to see a 
continuity as well as a discontinuity in 
Marxism. 

This became the more intense when 
finally Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks 
were transcribed in the 1970s and the whole question 
of the relation of technologically advanced countries to 
underdeveloped countries was seen in a new light — the 
multilinearism of Marx — as he turned anew to the idea 
of pre-capitalist societies and the then new science of 
anthropology. Just as this new objective/subjective situ- 
ation led us to create the category of “post-Marx Marx- 
ism” as a pejorative in the 1982 publication of Rosa 


Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy 
of Revolution, so the 1983 Marx Centenary Tour, with 
this work in hand, opened new doors, especially in the 
Black Dimension and Women’s Liberation. 

THE BLACK DIMENSION, which was central in 
News & Letters from its birth with a Black production 
worker, Charles Denby, as its editor, remains intrin- 
sic to our body of ideas and has just been spelled out 
again in our latest publication, a new expanded edition 
of Frantz Fanon, Soweto and American Black Thought. 
This booklet includes appendices on Negritude and 
Language by Rene Depestre and Ngugi wa Thiong’o 
as well as my Political-Philosophic Letter, “Grenada: 
Counter-Revolution and Revolution.” It as well includes 
this recent communication we received directly from a 
group of South African revolutionaries: 

“We can understand why the Marxist-Humanists 
felt a need to call themselves not just Marxists but 
Marxist-Humanists, because the humanism has been 
removed from Marx to such an extent that people 
thought they could come with certain theories and 
ideas just from the top — the intellectuals theorizing 
and telling the people how to liberate themselves.” 

Raya Dunayevskaya, February 28, 1986 

MARXIST-HUMANIST CONCEPT OF ARCHIVES 

Postscript, April 10, 1986 

Between the time (February) when Volume XII 
was handed in for microfilming, and its release for 
public view by Wayne State University Walter Reuther 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs (April), News & 
Letters has created a new cover for the Guide to the 
entire twelve-volume collection. This new title for the 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection — “Marxist-Humanism: 
A Half-Century of Its World Development” — reflects 
the range of the new discoveries of old manuscripts 
predating 1941, as well as extending the collection 
to 1985/86. Put differently, the 1930s are the focal 
point now. The Depression signaled the end of private 
capitalism, while out of the Spanish Civil War there 
emerged a new kind of revolutionary who posed ques- 
tions not only against Stalinism but against Trotsky- 
ism, indeed against all established Marxists. The 1981 
Introductory Note to the Archives repeats what we said 
when we first handed in the Collection in 1969: “The 
entire collection is divided into two parts. Part One cov- 
ers Marxist-Humanism in its origin as State-Capitalist 
theory... Part Two ... covers the period 1955 to 1981, 
and details the development of Marxist-Humanism” 
as organization and as philosophy. With the addition 
of Volume XII, the new cover more fully reflects the 
whole range, “Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of 
Its World Development.” 
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BLACK LIVES AS SUBJECT 

The revolts in Ferguson and Balti- 
more involved development of conscious- 
ness of self as Subjects with power to 
transform. The Ayotzinapa revolt is for 
us in Mexico what Black Lives Matter 
is for the U.S. When these students be- 
come Subjects, action becomes masses 
in motion. This is happening all over the 
world. Woman revolutionary 

Mexico City 

Slavery was a particular struggle 
for Black people in the U.S. for centu- 
ries, but Black people are also bound to 
the universal of the world today. Some 
say that Black Lives Matter is a bour- 
geois appeal to universal human rights. 
But that is 
not what the 
movement is 
about. The 
history of 
Blackness is 
a history of 
exploitation and most recently of aban- 
donment. BLM is not just a scream for 
human rights but a scream of creation 
of a Black political Subject. 

Mohammed 

Pennsylvania 

Youth I meet in Black Lives Matter 
have a vision of a different society be- 
yond not getting killed or jailed. The ISO 
is focusing on identity politics as some 
huge problem of BLM. The real relations 
in this society, including the particular 
relationship between white people and 
Black youth, cannot be wished away. You 
have to be actively working through that 
human relation. Activist 

Chicago 

The miseducation or non-education 
of Black and Brown youth is another 
form of state violence. Yet panelists I 
heard at the Left Forum on a “Black Lib- 
eration Manifesto for the 21st Century” 
still need to appreciate that the masses 
they hope to guide can contribute to the 
theoretical direction of the movement. 

Retired teacher 
Detroit 

A Black youth at a protest said, 
“It’s not about Black and white. I just 
want to be human.” When he says all 
lives matter, it’s not the same as when 
Bill O’Reilly says it. Whites like him are 
imagining they already live in this post- 
racial utopia. Reactionaries don’t say 
“Black lives matter” because they fear 
condemning themselves. 

Black revolutionary 
Pennsylvania 

*** 

The Left got away from the central- 
ity of the Black movement. Black people 
fleshing out the self-determination of 
the idea on the ground makes the cru- 
cial difference in freedom today. That is 
the kind of idea we need to revive. 

David 
Bay Area 



RUSSIA IN CRISIS 

One thing that is worrying me is 
that, at a time when all media attention 
is focused on Ukraine, there is a lack of 
interest to what is happening in Russia 
itself. The list of repressed socialists is 
growing, these are the people fighting 
at the forefront against the Russian ag- 
gression, and they are fully forgotten by 
international left and labor movements. 

Russian labor activist 
Geneva 


NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US 

“What kind of labor will I be al- 
lowed to do?” is a question of people 
with disabilities. There is a tracking of 
people with disabilities to be a Walmart 
greeter or to work at McDonald’s. One 
young man said that after working as 
a greeter for six months he realized it 
was terrible. He had higher aspirations. 
Yet rather than asking what he could do 



with his artificial limbs, other employ- 
ers would look at his missing limbs and 
say, “We don’t think you can do what we 
need.” They complained about him being 
a fire hazard. People hope to be listened 
to, rather than just reduced to their dis- 
abilities, having decisions made about 
their lives by politicians who don’t care 
about them. “Nothing about us without 
us” is our motto. Activist 

Chicago 

I am pleased that I came across this 
dynamite publication in these times of 
imperialism. I especially admire the fact 
that N&L has a disabilities news section 
inclusive of all: race, religion, gender, 
disability and politics. Prisoner 

Frackville, Penn. 

Prisoners at New York City’s no- 
torious Rikers Island prison who have 
any sort of mental diagnosis or received 
medication inside are being released 
almost 12 hours after regular prison- 
ers — so late that they are denied access 
to social service agencies, many of which 
close at 5:00 PM. People with any sort 
of mental diagnosis receive secondhand 
treatment, whether in prison or in a hos- 
pital. Recently out from Rikers 

New York City 


HOMELESSNESS IN L.A. 

Downtown Los Angeles is being 
gentrified. The authorities want Skid 
Row out of there. Little Tokyo is be- 
ing gentrified, too. It used to be cheap 
enough for artists to live there. This is 
the area where the women’s center is, 
dealing with women who are homeless 
as a result of domestic abuse. It is also a 
place where people with disabilities can 
come out, instead of being confined in 
their homes. Every corner is wheelchair- 
accessible. Skid Row organizing allies 
with renters, too, who are losing their 
homes due to home prices rising. Home- 
care workers, lots of them Black and La- 
tina women, are there at the struggle for 
a $15 minimum wage. Basho 

Los Angeles 


CENTRAL CANADA ALLIANCE 

In Canada there is an ominous new 
“Central Canada Alliance” between 
Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne and 
Quebec Premier Philippe Couillard 
against the other provinces. So much 
for “Canadian unity”! Wynne, because 
she is a Lesbian, presents herself as an 
“empowerment” figure, though she only 
empowers the very rich. She claims that 
Ontario is a “have-not” province, though 
it has 40% of the population and already 
dominates Canada oppressively. Just as 
Couillard is pushing the “Plan Nord” ap- 
propriation of Quebec territory and re- 
sources for international corporations, 
Wynne has the “Ring of Fire” develop- 
ment in Northern Ontario, which they 
both intend to implement by the theft 
of Quebec hydroelectric power — without 
any consent from the people of either 
province. D. Cheneville, Ti-Ouistiti 

California and Quebec 


PERSPECTIVES & PHILOSOPHY 

One of the things I like most in the 
Draft Perspectives Thesis (“Decaying 
social order shows need for philosophy, 
revolution,” May-June N&L) is the role 
philosophy plays. “Philosophy is no less 
indispensable than activism for the 
movement to result in the kind of funda- 
mental transformation needed.” It poses 
that, in Egypt, “lacking a philosophy of 
revolution, the movement fell prey to 
capitalist ideology that substituted elec- 
tions for real self-determination,” and 


philosophically critiques Left parties in 
Greece and in Spain. We are referring 
here to a philosophy not separated from 
the movement from masses: a philoso- 
phy that goes to practice and therefore 
aids the self-determination of the Idea 
of revolution. Reader 

Mexico 

Masses have their own dialectic and 
create “spontaneously” their own orga- 
nizations. The main objective of a group 
like News and Letters Committees is not 
that the masses “join” this organization, 
but to aid the masses and other thinkers 
to unchain the dialectic (in thought and 
in action) of their liberation movements. 
Marxist-Humanism points toward the 
self-determination of the Idea as an 
historical need to overthrow capitalism. 
This activity requires the mediation of 
organization (philosophically rooted), 
but not organization as a fixed particu- 
lar. Activist-thinker 

Mexico City 


ELDERLY TO THE STREETS? 

My 94-year-old mother resides in 
an assisted living and supported living 
home. She called in tears about a notice 
posted on the bulletin board inform- 
ing residents of impending budget cuts 
that Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner wants 
to make and how the proposed cuts to 
Medicare and Medicaid could cause 
the facility to close and displace all its 
residents, with most of them having no 
place to go. The residents and staff of 
the facility got together and sent over 
200 postcards to legislators demanding 
that they not make the cuts and letting 
them know that the residents will lose 
their home if they do. Now, my mother 
calls me every day to find out what is go- 
ing on. She admits that she always felt 
that because she is a white, middle-class 
citizen, she would never have to worry 
about things like this. She has always 
complained about me being an activist. 
Not anymore. Suzanne 

Chicago 


WOMEN AND YEMEN HALF-PEACE 

Yemen’s peace talks in Geneva: 
“Congrats, you have an all-male panel!” 
Keep on excluding women, “half’ of the 
society, and you’ll end up with “half’ 
peace, idiot patriarchal male politi- 
cians! Only one female, among dozens 
of males. They didn’t even bother to put 
her in the pictures. The point is, gender 
equality must be taken seriously in the 
representation of the different sides in 
these talks. Afrah Nasser 

Sweden 

The electricity generating station in 
Sana’a, Yemen, has been out of service 
since April 12. We are living here with- 
out any public services. The situation is 
more horrific than is being shown in the 
media. We sometimes stay three days 
without electricity, then it comes only 
for one hour. Actually we are in hell. To- 
day people who want to move from one 
street to another have to ride lorries in- 
stead of buses and taxis because of the 
lack of petroleum products and their 
hiked-up price. Then there was the aw- 
ful day when a massive explosion rocked 
the capital of Yemen. Saudi-led coalition 
warplanes targeted a missile depot in 
Mount Noqum. It caused an unknown 
number of deaths and injures of Yemeni 
civilians. Thick black smoke rose sky- 
ward, and other debris was scattered 
across residential areas, terrifying the 
residents of the city. Such actions dem- 
onstrate that all the parties engaged in 
the conflict in Yemen don’t care about 
civilians’ safety. Yemeni Citizen 

Sana’a 


LABOR AND CLIMATE JUSTICE 

“People’s Climate Movement-NY: 
Organizing for Next Steps” brought to- 
gether at the Left Forum some of the or- 
ganizations that had participated in the 
September 2014 People’s Climate March. 
Speakers from DC37 (a union of mostly 
public employees) spoke of difficulties in 
organizing around climate justice as a 
union issue. Ray Figueroa of the Com- 
munity Garden Coalition indicated that 
activists in the South Bronx recognized 
the inextricable linkage of issues, as in 
their effort to stop Fresh Direct from 
getting taxpayer dollars to garage their 
delivery trucks in the South Bronx. The 
trucks pollute and Fresh Direct siphons 
jobs from, and doesn’t serve, poor com- 
munities and food deserts. However, no 
one mentioned the reasons they decided 
not to march to the UN Headquarters in 
September, a political decision that di- 
luted the impact of the march. 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroit 


DIALECTIC & WOMEN’S LIBERATION 

“The tape machine has been the 
‘magic box’ that recorded what [masses] 
think” (“The dialectic and women’s lib- 
eration,” May-June N&L ) captures the 
essence of the relation between theory 
and practice in a Marxist-Humanist 
organization. Because “the self-develop- 
ment is not of the careerist woman, but 
the woman who thought she didn’t know 
how to speak.” Correspondence, the tape 
machine, are then transformed into rev- 
olutionary means, for they let us know 
the voice of the “voiceless,” the practice 
as a form in itself of theory. However, 
that is not enough: correspondence and 
the tape machine turn really into that 
just when we “are rooted in philosophy.” 

Women in a two-year long strike 
here are creating with their actions of 
resistance, with their “simple” thoughts, 
no less than a new world, with new hu- 
man relations, in practice as well as in 
theory. With what is happening today in 
Turkey and the Middle East, could we 
say that women are there the most im- 
portant element (not the only one) in the 
process of social uprooting? 

J.G.F. Hector 
Mexico City 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

Transgender women in the New 
York City prison system who have had 
their names and genders legally changed 
are being housed with male inmates. 

Also, prison- 
ers who previ- 
ously received 
estrogen in 
patch form 
(the safest 
form accord- 
ing to special- 
ists) are be- 
ing denied the patch and thus forced to 
take estrogen pills, which are notorious 
for causing blood clots that can be fatal. 
The prison medical establishment does 
not care about the quality of care prison- 
ers receive. Natalia Spiegel 

Queens, N.Y. 

Thank you for the gift subscription 
to N&L — and for keeping it a printed 
newspaper. It’s a voice of the people, 
especially those trapped behind these 
walls of oppression and repression, who 
do not have access to the Internet. N&L 
is our form of social media, and keeps 
us abreast of what’s going on in the real 
world — and not just what the govern- 
ment-controlled TV media is pumping 
through. N&L is always an interesting 
read. And I read every word in every is- 
sue. Prisoner 

Represa, Calif. 


TO OUR READERS: Can you 
donate $5 for a prisoner who cannot 
pay for a subscription to N&L? It will 
be shared with many others. 
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Black Lives Matter actions: Baltimore, Oakland, Los Angeles 


Chicago’s solidarity with Baltimore 

Chicago, III. — What is the truth about Freddie Gray’s 
death? He was murdered by the notoriously racist and 
brutal Baltimore Police. Baltimore has exploded in an- 
ger because of the attempt to obscure this obvious fact. 
This generation serves notice: That shell game is over. 

The same clarity about the system was displayed by 
hundreds of determined youth who took to the streets 
of Chicago in solidarity with Baltimore protests. Chi- 
cago attempted a similar cover-up in the trial of Officer 
Dante Servin for his murder of Rekia Boyd in 2012. 

State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez formulated charges 
against Servin so that he would be found not guilty. He 
was off duty when he murdered Rekia, used an unreg- 
istered gun, and fired over his shoulder from his car. 
Yet charges of “involuntary manslaughter” and “reck- 
less conduct” were dismissed because one of his shots 
hit the man he says he was aiming at, Rekia’s boyfriend 
Antonio Cross, who was holding a cell phone. 

Questionable legal precedent holds that if a cop 
hits the person he aims at, he can’t be found guilty of 
recklessness — no matter who else he shoots and kills. 
This is a “legalism” that stinks of totalitarianism. 

On April 28, hundreds gathered outside Chicago 
Police Department headquarters to show love and re- 
spect for Rekia Boyd, Freddie Gray, Michael Brown, 
and all the others whose Black lives matter. The crowd 
was largely young and multicultural. Sponsors included 
We Charge Genocide, Black Lives Matter-Chicago and 
Black Youth Project 100. Speakers, including Airicka 
Gordon-Taylor, a relative of Emmett Till, kept the focus 
on Black history as revolutionary history. 

Following the rally, hundreds marched through 
the South Side despite opposition from the police. We 
marched and chanted down several streets, with police 
finally drawing a line at the University of Chicago. 

As we marched through the South Side streets, the 
crowd continued to grow. This movement will also con- 
tinue and grow. In Baltimore, Chicago and Ferguson, 
a new generation of revolutionaries sent back the mes- 
sage: From now on, there will be no business as usual! 

— Gerry Emmett 

Becoming a handicap 
activist 

My involvement as an activist began after I had 
three strokes, and Transient Ischemic Attacks (TIA’s). 
I had graduated from Kennedy-King College and ma- 
jored in Special Education. I went for a teaching job 
and during the interview explained that I had epilepsy, 
even though I didn’t have to as I wasn’t in a wheelchair 
then. I got the job, but about a year later they fired 
me. In my job I talked to the children about disabilities, 
taught them sign language and explained that people 
with a disability have a different way of doing things. 
The parents were very supportive. 

I explained to the school that I also used sign lan- 
guage and that a person with a disability has a right to 
an interpreter, but they refused to get one. 

I filed a complaint and had a meeting with a me- 
diator. But instead of discussing my case they talked 
about going to lunch. They said my work was fine but 
they couldn’t do anything. That was the last time I was 
able to work with pre-school children. 

When I was in the hospital I had a problem getting 
an interpreter. I have the right, but they wouldn’t pro- 
vide one. I had to write everything down and get them 
to look at it. This happened at numerous hospitals. 

I was in a car accident years ago. When I was 
discharged from the hospital, I was told I was be- 
ing sent to an outpatient rehab center. But what 
they did — without consulting me — was send me 
to a nursing home for no good reason. I’ve seen 
many people put in nursing homes and stay there 
for years. They wouldn’t contact my family. Final- 
ly my brother found me and got me released. It 
was like I had been kidnapped. 

I am always asking for ramps at buildings that 
don’t have them. For support I reach out to the Chicago 
Hearing Society, Access Living and ADAPT. 

It’s important to know that there is support out 
there and a way to fight back. Now I make phone calls 
to legislators. Contacting the governor, the media, talk- 
ing one-on-one, whatever it takes to get things done. 

Freedom means being able to do things for oneself. 
No “pity parties.” Sometimes I need a little help. But 
Governor Bruce Rauner’s cuts make it hard. My food 
stamps went from $300 to $50 a month. This is a huge 
problem for many people. 

I was arrested for the first time at my first national 
action with ADAPT. The police kept warning us that we 
were going to get arrested. If that’s what it takes to be 
heard, then fine. 

It’s important to never give up, even if you get tired 
and discouraged. Those in power need to know that we 
are not going away. Things may slow me down but I am 
not going to stop. Stopping is not an option. 

— Chicago disability rights activist 


Oakland’s killer cops 



Oakland, Calif. — On June 12, 200 demonstrators 
blocked the intersection at Lakeshore and Lake Park 
Avenues. There, in the early morning of June 6, 30-year- 
old Demouria Hogg, father of three, fell asleep waiting 
for the stoplight to change. After failing for two hours 
to rouse him, the Oakland police smashed a window to 
gain entry. The suddenly awakened Hogg was fatally 
shot twice less than a minute later. While police have 
yet to release their own video recordings, they immedi- 
ately released a photo of a handgun lying on the front 
seat. Police have not said the gun was a factor, only that 
“there was a struggle.” A large banner read: “Sleeping 
while Black is not a crime.” — Participant 

Secretive LAPD 

Los Angeles — On June 9 the L.A. Police Commission 
came out of a secret meeting to announce that only one 
of the two officers involved in killing unarmed Black 
youth Ezell Ford (diagnosed as bipolar) on Aug. 11, 
2014, was guilty of violating LAPD policy. Chief Beck 
doesn’t have to make the punishment public. Previous- 
ly Beck stated that the killing was justified, revealing 
his estrangement from human rights. 

Before the Commission went into secret delibera- 
tion, Tritobia Ford, Ezell’s mother, pleaded, “I beg you. 
He wanted to live. He walked the streets. I didn’t want 
him to walk the streets — but that was his right, and he 
didn’t deserve to die for it.” Ford was shot three times 
and the wound on his back had a muzzle imprint show- 
ing the gun was fired at close range. 

Los Angeles Times reporter Steve Lopez said, “Try 
to put yourself in this situation. The police shoot and 
kill a member of your family and you can’t get answers 
about why it happened...” Merrick Bobb of the Police 
Assessment Resource Center said, “I’d say things here 
in Los Angeles are as transparent as mud. There’s too 
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by Suzanne Rose 

A young Black man who participated in the Fergu- 
son protests and had mental health issues was shot and 
killed by police in St. Louis, Mo., in April. Thaddeus 
McCarroll was holding a knife and a Bible when he 
emerged from his mother’s house. He had no gun and 
had not threatened or attacked anyone. Yet police 
opened fire on him as soon as he stepped out the door. 
His mother called the police, thinking that they would 
get her son help, when he started talking about “revo- 
lution” and locked himself in the house. She explained 
the situation to police when they arrived, but instead 
of bringing in specialists who could deal with the men- 
tal issues that Thaddeus was facing, they immediately 
surrounded the house and escalated the situation. 

* * * 

On June 10, disability rights activists from Not 
Dead Yet Pennsylvania and New Jersey Centers for In- 
dependent Living, as well as groups representing par- 
ents of people with disabilities, marched to Princeton 
University to protest. They publicly denounced recent 
statements by Professor Peter Singer promoting the 
killing of disabled infants through denial of healthcare. 
They asked Princeton to take other steps to address 
what the activists described as Singer’s “hate speech” 
toward disabled people. Singer has been promoting 
public policy that would legalize the killing of disabled 
infants in their first month of life. 

* * * 

A woman who uses a wheelchair was forced to 
crawl onto an American Airlines commuter plane in 
San Diego because the airline wouldn’t provide her 
with an available access ramp. Theresa Purcell, a hip- 
hop artist who has a neurological disorder that limits 
her mobility, filed a lawsuit against the airline on June 
5. She says the humiliating incident happened despite 
her having told the gate agent before her flight that she 
would need an access ramp. The ramp was never set 
up. When she got to the plane she asked the crew for a 
portable ramp. They refused because it would delay the 
flight. Purcell had to crawl up a narrow flight of stairs 
and then down the aisle to her seat while the rest of the 
passengers on the plane watched. 


little information about officer-involved shootings and 
other uses of deadly force.” 

On March 1, another unarmed Black man, Charly 
Leundeu Keunang, also known as Africa, was killed by 
five or six LAPD officers in Skid Row. In both cases, 
police used the excuse that the victim was reaching for 
a gun. LA CAN, a human rights organization, has been 
asking the LA Police Commission for justice for Charly 
Keunang for weeks. There has been no response. 

In January, following months of non-violent 
marches nationwide against police killings of un- 
armed Black youth, Black Lives Matter demon- 
strators occupied the sidewalk in front of LAPD 
headquarters for 18 days to meet with Chief Beck 
and demand that he fire the police who killed 
Ezell Ford. Beck refused to meet. 

Black Lives Matter participants camped out in 
front of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s home for several days 
and nights demanding he fire Beck. Garcetti appointed 
Beck and the members of the Police Commission. 

An organizer for Black Lives Matter, Don Matkin, 
stated, “We cannot wait for a single leader as a Malcolm 
X or a Martin Luther King.” Patricia Kelley, another 
organizer, said, “It’s direct action with love and dance. 
We marched, we cried. This is just a step. It’s not over.” 
She also quoted a South African saying, “Nothing about 
us, without us — is for us.” 

The struggle isn’t over until we have new human 
relations, everywhere. — Basho 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

in Baltimore became newsworthy. Media reported that 
the area at the heart of the rebellion has over 30% un- 
employment and an average income of $17,000 per year. 
Some news reports even dared to note that Black un- 
employment and poverty are both still more than twice 
that of whites, that over one quarter of U.S. Blacks 
live below the poverty line and that nearly one in three 
Black and Latino children are at risk of hunger. 

How threatening this revolt is to the power struc- 
ture was seen in the occupation of Baltimore by Nation- 
al Guard troops and the curfew imposed there. Over 
two weeks, nearly 500 people were arrested, many of 
whom were never charged, even though they were held 
longer than the 24 hours allowed under Maryland law. 
Some reporters were beaten and jailed for reporting on 
the protests and their repression, and 12 National Law- 
yers Guild legal observers were arrested. 

The fact that six Baltimore cops were charged so 
quickly in Freddie Gray’s killing is a measure of the re- 
volt’s intensity. Protests and other forms of revolt have 
spread all over the country since the events in Ferguson 
last year. (See reports on this page.) As #BlackLives- 
Matter spread, #SayHerName was begun to highlight 
the often-overlooked killing, rape, and abuse of Black 
women by police. Dozens of actions were held on May 21 
to observe the new National Day of Action to End State 
Violence Against Black Women and Girls. 

Conviction of Freddie Gray’s killers is far from 
certain. Cops are rarely punished even for videotaped 
crimes. The mild reforms being considered in many 
cities and states — mainly, body videocameras on cops 
and better statistics about police violence — do little to 
address the systemic bias, let alone the fundamental 
problem that the police as an institution exist to pre- 
serve the given social order, which is racist through and 
through and is based on a class division of society into 
the rulers and the ruled. 

The fact is that “innocent until proven guilty” does 
not apply in practice to targets of police action — espe- 
cially Blacks and other people of color, homeless people, 
Trans people and poor people. All too often, they are 
punished until proven innocent, and even afterwards. 

Kalief Browder’s suicide in June is a horrific ex- 
ample. At 16, he was wrongly accused of stealing a 
backpack and thrown in New York City’s Rikers Island 
jail with an out-of-reach $3,000 bail. By the time he 
was released in 2013, he was 20 and his case had been 
dismissed without going to trial. He had spent most of 
that time in the torture of solitary confinement and 
was repeatedly beaten and starved by guards. This is 
what happens to a teenager who was not convicted! 

There are many who see revolts like those in Balti- 
more and Ferguson as justifiable reactions from people 
pushed to the limit by an occupying army. What most 
commentators forget is that no new society can be built 
without tearing up the existing one by its roots. That 
is, the only way to get to the second negation is through 
the first. The Subject has to self-develop through revo- 
lutionary self-activity in order to become the Subject of 
the creation of new human relations. 

Often portrayed as mindless destruction and loot- 
ing, these revolts involved a development of conscious- 
ness of self as Subject, of Subject as power to transform, 
when Subject becomes masses in motion. 

We are surely at a new stage of revolt. The ques- 
tion is not whether it is yet a totally new beginning, but 
rather: What are we going to do to help it become one? 
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MAY INTERNATIONAL DAY 
A wm AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA 
I / & TRANSPHOBIA 


Winds of change from Alberta? 



The International Day Against Homophobia, 
Transphobia and Biphobia (IDAHOT) is observed 
around the world each year on May 17 to raise aware- 
ness of human rights violations against LGBTI people 
and to advocate for our full human rights. 

Louis-Georges Tin founded IDAHOT in 2005 after 
a year-long campaign by the IDAHOT Committee for 
official recognition. The committee, which included the 
World Congress of LGBT Jews, the Coalition of African 
Lesbians and the International Lesbian and Gay As- 
sociation, chose May 17 because on that day in 1990, 
the World Health Organization decided to remove ho- 
mosexuality as a disease from its International Classi- 
fication of Diseases. Among the countries who observed 
IDAHOT that first year were Bulgaria, China and Con- 
go, whose events were their first ever for Queer rights. 

Transphobia was added to the name of the day in 
2009. That year, IDAHOT events were mostly focused 
on transphobia and the struggle for Transgender rights. 
In that year, France removed Transgender issues from 
its list of mental illnesses. Biphobia was added to the 
day’s name in 2014. 

IDAHOT observances in 2015 included Namibia’s 
AIDS and Rights Alliance for Southern Africa demand- 
ing that all Southern African governments respect and 
protect LGBTI people’s right to freedom of expression 
as guaranteed in the African Charter on Human and 
People’s Rights, so that, among other things, HIV/AIDS 
may be effectively dealt with. 

Almost every European Union institution affirmed 
that they will continue to legislate for full human rights 
for Queer people and refuse any discrimination based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Thousands turned out in Seoul, South Korea, for 
IDAHOT festivities, which included a stage show. A 
joint statement by Queer rights advocates stated they 
would “fight to create a society where LGBTI people 
can enjoy dignity and human rights” with a vision of “a 
plaza of diversity.” 

Turkey also saw its largest turnout for IDAHOT, 
in its capital Ankara. A march “for freedom and love” 
closed Turkey’s LGBTI rights group Kaos GL Associa- 
tion’s 10th International Anti-Homophobia Meeting, 
with thousands of attendees. 

Those who are determined to win full human 
rights for LGBTI people show a path to creating a truly 
human world. — Elise 


With news of the New Democratic Party (NDP) vic- 
tory and the election of Rachel Notley as Premier in 
the May 5 Alberta provincial election, there was a little 
burst of joy across Canada amongst workers, feminists, 
social democrats, human rights activists, environmen- 
talists, educators, health activists, and others who seek 
a new human society in Canada. It is not heaven on 
earth, but it is a huge breathing space in the repressive 
Canadian landscape. It is critically important that we 
use this time well. 

The Tories, or “Progres- 
sive-Conservatives,” are worse 
than one could easily describe. 

In the three weeks between 
the election and the installa- 
tion, the outgoing Tory gov- 
ernment shredded thousands 
of valuable Alberta govern- 
ment documents, a Canadian 
tradition of dubious legality. 

The Tories had been 
in power for over 44 years. 

They presided over economic 
chaos, social destabilization, 
and environmental destruc- 
tion brought by the tar sands 
oil “boom,” and are promot- 
ing the Keystone XL pipeline 
with lobbyists all over the U.S. 

In the 1970s, they instituted the forced sterilization of 
over 3,000 Indigenous and Metis women, then shred- 
ded the medical records in 1995 to avoid prosecution. 
They continued their racist attitudes and policies up to 
election day. There are over 250 unsolved murders and 
disappearances of Native women in the province. 

On the federal level, the Tories have been 
in power under federal Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper for about nine years, due to the Monar- 
chy’s intervention in 2008 to prevent a vote of 
non-confidence in his government. That act gave 
him unchallenged power, which he has used ruth- 
lessly. Since then he has worked to dismantle the 
Canadian social safety net, and remove most en- 
vironmental and financial regulations. He is now 
collaborating with the Liberal government in 
Quebec to do so there. 

This NDP victory is a major setback for Harper, 
and may threaten his chances in the federal elections 
this fall. He has met his match in Notley, who, unlike 
the Liberals, is no shrinking violet. The new NDP gov- 
ernment may result in more provincial autonomy, in 
the best sense, and put a brake on Harper’s autocratic 
leadership style. 

Although the NDP has a solid majority in the leg- 
islature, it got less than half the popular vote. Still, 
the Tories are not even the official opposition now. 



Tar sands protest in Alberta’s Athabasca region, June 28, 2014. 


Ttansgender liberation at the Left Forum 


The Left Forum this year had two workshops alleg- 
edly about Trans liberation. Both were standing room 
only, showing a lively interest in the subject. But apart 
from that, the two workshops had virtually nothing in 
common and the politics of panelists at the first had a 
great deal to do with Non Gender Conforming superior- 
ity over the rest of us. 

In the first place, all the panelists vehemently de- 
nied that they were Trans or that they belonged to a 
specific gender identity. They argued that binary gen- 
der identification was sexist, colonialist, and racist 
and that true freedom comes from fighting all gender 
identity. When a participant in the meeting expressed 
pride in her womanhood, she was told that this was a 
reflection of reactionary, internalized colonial politics. 


How to contact 

NEWS & LETTERS COMMITTEES 

CHICAGO 

LOS ANGELES 

228 South Wabash, #230 

MEETINGS 

Chicago, IL 60604 

Sundays, 6:00 PM 

Phone 312-431-8242 

Echo Park United 

Fax 312-431-8252 

Methodist Church 

MEETINGS 

1226 N. Alvarado 

Call for Information 

(North of Sunset, side door) 

DETROIT 

P.0. Box 27205 

OAKLAND 

Detroit, Ml 48227 

P.0. Box 3345, Oakland, CA 94609 

detroitnewsandletters@gmail.com 

banandl@yahoo.com 

MEETINGS 

MEETINGS 

Sundays, 2:00 PM 

Sundays, 6:30 PM 

Write for information 

Niebyl-Proctor Marxist Library 

NEW YORK 

6501 Telegraph Ave., Oakland 

NYNewsandLetters@gmail.com 

MEETINGS 

FLINT, Ml 

For Information: 718-626-2030 

P.0. Box 3384, Flint, Ml 48502 

INTERNET 

EMAIL 

WORLD WIDE WEB 

arise@newsandletters.org 

www.newsandletters.org 


All the panelists rejected Trans struggles for freedom, 
rejected the idea that Trans people exist, raising the 
question of what they were doing at a nominally Trans 
workshop. In addition, they rejected the struggles of 
working-class people, their attitude being: “F — them. 
They don’t support us. Why should I support them?” 
This workshop provided no way forward for Trans peo- 
ple except a very narrow view of both gender and the 
Trans liberation struggle. 

The second workshop was hosted by the New York 
based Sylvia Rivera Law Project, an organization which 
unites legal representation for Trans people in the 
criminal injustice system with the broader struggles 
for revolutionary social change. Their work includes 
helping Trans people to change their names and gender 
markers to reflect who they really are. They are dedi- 
cated to abolishing solitary confinement and eventually 
the entire prison system. 

All the panelists in this workshop identified 
themselves as Trans. They introduced each other 
and asked the audience to introduce themselves 
also. When one person identified herself as a rev- 
olutionary and a woman, the room exploded with 
approval. 

The panelists made it clear that the issue of wheth- 
er Trans people are oppressed or not was not open to 
discussion. We are. Then, they and the audience ex- 
plained the different effects of Trans oppression: Trans 
youth suffering from crises in housing, education and 
medical care, including the denial of basic medical 
needs. The panelists were emphatic that the struggle 
against these social ills is inseparable from the broader 
struggle for human liberation. 

While one workshop presented an anti-Trans and 
anti-collective individualistic approach to gender is- 
sues, denying that Trans people suffer real alienation, 
the other presented a broad and liberating vision of the 
struggle for Trans people in the context of a struggle for 
new human relationships, a new sense of humanism for 
all society. 

— Natalia Spiegel 


That role goes to the conservative break-away Wildrose 
Party. The conservative National Post in Toronto has 
suddenly discovered the need for “electoral reform” and 
is piously intoning about “unfairness.” Comedians are 
having a great time. 

Though partly friendly to oil interests, Notley is 
not enthusiastic about the Keystone XL pipeline, which 
may help stop it. This government will probably be bet- 
ter for Indigenous people, French-English relations 
across Canada, the social 
safety net, and the environ- 
ment. 

The election results have 
deep historical roots. Alberta 
was a center of prairie popu- 
lism in the early 20th century 
and was the first province to 
elect a social democratic gov- 
ernment in the 1930s, and 
the second, after Saskatch- 
ewan, to have government- 
funded healthcare. The re- 
cent arrival of people from all 
over Canada may have also 
brought changes in think- 
ing, and the recent drop in 
oil prices may have had an 
effect. 

The NDP victory in Al- 
berta is important but is only the tip of the iceberg 
of the deep and growing discontent of people all over 
Canada. There is now a new breathing space to fight 
for a new human society in Canada, and we must use it. 

— D. Cheneville and Ti-Ouistiti 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

The Louisiana En- 
dowment for the Hu- 
manities has named 
The Up Stairs Lounge 
Arson: Thirty-two 

Deaths in a New Or- 
leans Gay Bar June 24, 

1973 the 2015 Book of 
the Year. Like the film 
Upstairs Inferno, in cur- 
rent release, the book 
relates the worst mass 
killing in the U.S. of 

Gay people when, on June 24, 1973, a deliberately set 
fire raged through the Up Stairs Lounge bar, ending 
the lives of 32 Gay men. This tragedy sparked the Gay 
Rights movement in New Orleans. 

* * * 

The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
ruled that Turkey cannot force Transgender people to 
receive transition surgery or any other Transgender- 
related medical treatment. The rights organization 
Transgender Europe points out 20 of the 47 states who 
signed the ECHR Convention still require Transgender 
people to be sterilized before undergoing any medical 
treatment. 

* * * 

The North Carolina legislature overrode Governor 
McCrory’s veto of legislation that allows local officials 
claiming “sincerely-held” religious beliefs to deny mar- 
riage to same-sex couples or couples whose race, faith 
or behavior might offend the public official. Michigan 
Governor Snyder signed a bill that allows adoption 
agencies receiving government money to deny same- 
sex and unmarried heterosexual couples from adopting 
children on the grounds of religious objections. 

* * * 

Ho Chi Minh’s ICS, a network for GLBT people, 
launched its campaign for Transgender rights in Viet- 
nam: “My Body — My Rights.” The campaign is planned 
to run for more than a year to provide community and 
safe space for Transgender people. It is supported by 
the International “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation 
and Gender Identity Support Fund.” 

* * * 

Aaron and Melissa Klein, owners of now-defunct 
bakery Sweet Cakes by Melissa have been ordered to 
pay $135,000 in fines to a Lesbian couple the Kleins 
refused to bake a wedding cake for, on the grounds of 
so-called religious freedom. The Kleins violated the Or- 
egon human rights statute, which bans discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation. 
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Refugees risk death fleeing war, terror and climate chaos 


continued from p. 1 

a similar fate in the Mediterranean. When, in a sin- 
gle incident, as many as 900 perished off the coast of 
Libya in April, Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi 
saw it as a moment of truth for Europe’s oft-touted 
Enlightenment humanism. Renzi called it our day’s 
Srebrenica, referring to an incident that highlight- 
ed the reappearance of genocide in Europe 20 years 
ago when over 8,000 civilian Bosniaks in a “safe 
area” under the protection of the UN were murdered 
by Serbian fascists. (See “20 years after Srebrenica: 
A Women’s Court demands justice,” p. 2.) Today’s refu- 
gee deaths are not accidental but are a direct result of 
European authorities’ barbaric and calculated neglect: 


cutting their sea rescue capacity in an effort to keep out 
fleeing immigrants. 

GENOCIDAL NATIONALISM ON THE RISE 

European officials’ main concern is not the immi- 
grants’ hell on earth, but avoiding further embarrass- 
ment. They proposed to destroy boats in Libyan waters, 
effectively shutting down any escape for people brutal- 
ized by war and terror. The European Court of Human 
Rights at first found against Italian military ships that 
returned immigrants to Libya without investigating 
their right to asylum and international protection. In- 
credibly, the court later gave the military the right to 
return refugees to Libya based on assurances from the 
reigning brutal warlords and fundamentalist authori- 
ties that the refugees would not be “subjected to inhu- 
man and degrading treatment.” 

Why this totally hypocritical “human rights” 
posturing? Because what sets rulers’ priorities 
is a growing fascistic undertow of narrow na- 
tionalism in Europe. In France we see the rise of 
Marine Le Pen’s National Front, a neo-fascist an- 
ti-Muslim party aligned with another neo-fascist, 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin. David Cameron’s ruling 
Conservatives in Britain kowtow to the growing 
anti-immigrant UK Independence Party. They 
are now trying to renegotiate terms of their 
membership in the European Union to be able to 
exclude non-English from entering. 

In the midst of this crisis, France drastically cut its 
asylum approvals. On June 2 it bulldozed a refugee tent 
camp in Paris that was a stopover for many on their 
way to more sympathetic countries in northern Europe. 
France and Germany wouldn’t even agree to an inad- 
equate European Commission plan to take their shares 
of 40,000 migrants over the next two years. 

Refugee camps are also being destroyed in Italy. 
The governor of Veneto, Luca Zaia from the anti-euro, 
anti-immigrant Northern League, opposes Renzi’s 
modest rescue efforts. Zaia demanded all services for 
immigrants be removed because of a supposed negative 
impact on tourism. When dozens of migrants on the 
French/Italian border started their sit-in and hunger 
strike on June 14, demanding freedom to pass through 
French border controls, Renzi said either Europe takes 
some of the refugees — most of whom enter through 
Italy — or Italy will have to deport them. 

Many refugees enter Europe through Greece, in- 
cluding 100,000 Syrians who arrived after perilous 
Mediterranean voyages. Though Greece is in a deep de- 
pression, German and international financial overlords 
are demanding more austerity, knowing well they are 
aiding the rising fascist anti-immigrant and anti-euro 
Golden Dawn party that is waiting in the wings. 

UNPRECEDENTED GLOBAL REFUGEE CRISIS 

Today an unprecedented number of refugees are on 
the move, embarking on perilous sea journeys, against 
a backdrop of a protracted global economic crisis that 
started in 2007. Four years later, Arab Spring initi- 
ated a new drive for self-determination and democracy 
that spread in public squares throughout the world. 
Multiple counterrevolutionary states with a seemingly 
endless reserve of means of violence set out to smother 


those pervasive democratic aspirations. 

Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad met the persistent 
and peaceful multi-ethnic struggle for democracy with 
mass murder conducted with Russian approval and 
technology. Other states like Iran support Assad, while 
the reactionary U.S. ally Saudi Arabia supports Sunni 
fundamentalists who oppose Assad. 

They all participate in the slaughter and the 
struggle to destroy the secular revolutionaries 
such as the Free Syrian Army and the Kurdish 
fighters of Rojava. Since 2011, 11 million Syrians 
have been displaced, with four million seeking 
refuge outside the country, and perhaps tens of 
thousands of women raped. 

Among Islamist Sunni fundamentalists, the totally 
barbaric terrorists of the Islamic State (ISIS/ 
Daesh) outdid al-Qaeda affiliate al-Nusra in 
ruthlessly killing civilians and unarmed pris- 
oners and chopping off heads. ISIS also holds 
substantial territory in Iraq, where another 
endless civil war — the result of U.S. imperial- 
ism’s effort to remake that country — has pro- 
duced an estimated five million refugees and 
displaced persons. 

Turkey now has 1.7 million Syrian refu- 
gees. President Tayyip Erdogan, who put 
down the massive Gezi Park democracy pro- 
tests in 2013, closed Turkey’s border with 
Syria in March, though tens of thousands of 
Syrian civilians broke through the those bar- 
riers in June. With tanks stationed just across 
the Syrian border, Erdogan did as little as 
possible to help Kobani Kurds facing annihi- 
lation from ISIS. Turkey’s oppressed Kurdish 
minority then rioted across their southeast 
enclave. The secular Kobani Kurds survived 
and continue to gain ground against ISIS. 
STILL NO HOME FOR PALESTINIANS 

Palestinians are a stateless people for whom the 
Yarmouk camp in Syria was no refuge when the Assad 
regime’s siege drove out hundreds of thousands and lat- 
er allowed the bloodthirsty ISIS to enter. (See “Death in 
Yarmouk,” May-June N&L.) In the last Israeli election, 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s Jewish statism openly 
revealed what everyone already knew: Israel never in- 
tends to grant statehood or equal rights to the millions 
of Palestinians living under its brutal occupation, even 
as it promises to expand its already massive theft of 
internationally designated Palestinian territory. 

In Ukraine, Putin’s Russia started a covert war 
when a popular movement overthrew an authoritarian 
government. Ukraine’s economy, already in dire straits, 
has contracted 9% and now there are 1.3 million dis- 
placed people getting help from a woefully underfunded 
UN agency. Western European countries reject Ukrai- 
nian requests for asylum. 

CLIMATE CHANGE REFUGEES 

Today’s unprecedented number of refugees fleeing 
from economic collapse, war and terror has been exac- 
erbated by climate change. More destructive storms 
and natural disasters disproportionally impact the 
poor. The ever-expanding Sahara desert is cutting al- 
ready scarce resources in places like Darfur. On island 
countries like Tuvalu, rising sea levels are forcing peo- 
ple to emigrate. 

Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, has grown 
to be a mega-city of 17 million, up from 12 million 
in 2005. The growth is primarily in a sprawling, 
squalid, disease-infested shantytown. Dire condi- 
tions and deep poverty in the countryside as well 
as in the urban slums explain why so many boat 
people come from Bangladesh. 

Much of the city’s population growth is due to cli- 
mate change refugees. The lowlands of Bangladesh 
have suffered from powerful super-cyclones like the 
one that hit in 2008, which, helped by rising sea levels, 
wreaked widespread destruction. The rising sea will 
inundate one-sixth of the country by 2050, displacing 
millions. In many areas, fresh water is already turning 
salty from seawater intrusion, undermining farming. 

Today’s treatment of refugees of war and economic 
disaster portends a bleak future for tomorrow’s climate 
refugees. 

Global capitalism has been put on trial by minori- 



ties and other humans designated as “outsiders.” In the 
U.S. the justice system massively brutalizes and in- 
carcerates minorities and exploits immigrant laborers 
when they are needed, even as it constantly keeps them 
in a state of fear through workers’ illegal status. 

TODAY’S ARMY OF THE UNEMPLOYED 

Today’s thoroughly integrated global capitalist 
production has resulted in stagnant growth and a hu- 
mongous global surplus army of unemployed human 
beings. The capitalist regime grew in a humus of a stat- 
ist system bringing out the vilest, anti-human tendency 
to make the “other” a scapegoat. This is not new in the 
history of capitalism. What can stop today’s permanent 
war, terror, climate disaster and genocide from degen- 
erating further than World War II, namely, into nuclear 
annihilation and/or total destruction of the life-sustain- 
ing capacity of the planet? 

Only the firmest international solidarity can an- 
swer the immigrant’s passionate cry, “Where is human- 
ity?” Humanism without borders is a beginning toward 
realizing Marx’s humanism as the fullness of a new 
society. 

The folly of jailing the 
elderly and non-violent 

Editor’s note: Below we print excerpts of a May 25, 
2015, letter to Michigan Governor Rick Snyder from 
Rand Gould, a prisoner at Thumb Correctional Facility 
in Lapeer, Mich. To read more about what aging prison- 
ers face, read Gould’s article, “Journey to death’s door” 
in the Jan. -Feb. 2015 N&L. 

Dignity lies in seeing reality for what it 
is — and acting responsibly in the face of 
it. -James Peck 

Dear Gov. Snyder: 

...Today, I’m writing to thank you for your speech at 
Goodwill Industries last week outlining steps to be tak- 
en to reduce Michigan’s considerable prison population, 
while protecting citizens and saving funds that would 
be better used to improve the state’s roads and schools. 
Particularly, the steps to send fewer non-violent offend- 
ers to prison and to release more elderly prisoners who 
don’t pose a threat. 

...I’ve come to know many of the elderly long- 
term and lifer prisoners. I wish it was possible for 
you to know them as I do, for the overwhelming 
majority have long ceased to be a threat to pub- 
lic safety, if they ever were. Some of them have 
served over 50 years, and many began their sen- 
tences as juveniles, growing up and growing old 
in prison. Many of them, like myself, have never 
received a misconduct report for any type of vio- 
lent behavior, such as fighting or assault, and if 
any were written up it was years, if not decades, 
ago. 

The men I’m fortunate to know are mobile, unlike 
the utterly helpless men I saw being lifted into and out 
of wheelchairs at the prison hospital, i.e., Duane Wa- 
ters, last year. I was shocked to see these pale, frail, 
ghost-like men kept in prison. What possible purpose 
could their imprisonment serve?.... 

As you know, it costs a minimum of $35,000 a year 
to house one prisoner and Michigan has over 43,000 
prisoners. This figure does not include education costs 
and the legacy costs from the state’s massive prison- 
building program in the 1980s and ’90s. Moreover, this 
figure doubles to $70,000 per year for elderly prison- 
ers.... Michigan is in the top ten states with the high- 
est percentage of prisoners over age 55... The National 
Institute of Corrections classifies prisoners over 50 as 
“aging” due to the stress of imprisonment and typical 
lack of appropriate healthcare and nutrition prior to 
and during incarceration.... 

Conversely, the recidivism rate for elder- 
ly prisoners who have served over 20 years is 
around 1% or 2% and rarely involves the com- 
mission of a new crime. Yet each elderly prisoner 
kept locked up for an additional 10 years costs 
the state approximately $700,000... 

Here at Thumb Correctional, which has operated 
for decades with no escapes and minimal violence (un- 
like, e.g., Kinross), a new administration thinks spend- 
ing more taxpayer money is the way to go. They’ve insti- 
tuted a controlled movement policy, wasting taxpayers’ 
money by erecting unnecessary and dangerous fences 
within the prison, which funnel prisoners and guards 
into crowded kill-zones every time yard movement is 
called. Most prison stabbing and slashing attacks occur 
in crowds so the attackers can avoid detection, as these 
administrators well know.... Throwing all this money 
away may well explain why it is so difficult for Michi- 
gan prisoners to see a dentist or doctor or eat a decent 
meal.... 

Thank you for your time and consideration and 
please feel free to contact me regarding any of the above. 

— Sincerely, Rand W. Gould 
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This Tuvaluan girl is holding her sign at a site she picked as an example of environ- 
mental degradation. Tuvalu is expected to become covered by the ocean in under 25 
years, displacing the entire population. 
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Mass march to keep ‘oil in the soil’ 


Letter from Mexico 

The Zapatistas and 
Critical Thought 

by J.G.F. Hector 

The Zapatistas held a seminar in Chiapas, Mexico, 
May 3-9 on “Critical Thought in Face of the Hydra of 
Capitalism.” The concept came from their recognition 
of the need for revolutionary theory. As the Zapatistas 
stated in their communication last January: “Criti- 
cal thinking is necessary for the struggle.” By critical 
thinking they mean theory. 

This does not refer to academic theory. Rather, it 
comes together with practice: “Neither practice by itself 
nor theory by itself is enough. Thinking that does not 
struggle does nothing but make noise. A struggle that 
does not think repeats its mistakes and does not get up 
after it falls.” 

For more than two decades the Zapatistas have 
been concretely building a new world. Now it was 
time to sit down and analyze reality. Thus, the critical 
thought seminar had as its purpose “making a seedbed 
of ideas, of analysis, of critical thinking about how the 
capitalist system currently works,” to see “if the hydra 
[has] regenerated its multiple heads.” 

At the seminar were theoreticians from 
throughout the world, as well as from Zapatista 
communities — from Subcomandantes Moises and 
Galeano to Zapatista women who spoke about 
capitalist oppression against Indigenous people 
before and after the 1994 Zapatista uprising. All 
their views were shared with the hundreds in at- 
tendance. 

Critical thought as a critique of capitalism, as the 
Zapatistas realize, plays a key role in social transfor- 
mation. Furthermore, such thought has arisen from 
within the Zapatista revolutionary experience. How- 
ever, critical thought seen just as analysis of reality is 
not yet critical thought at its fullest expression, for it 
separates objective study from the subjective forces of 
revolution. 

What is meant by this? Look at the presen- 
tation that could summarize the seminar as a 
whole: Zapatista Subcomandante Galeano, in the 
Etcetera document which he presented to the 
seminar, spoke about the importance of Marx 
and historical materialism. When he referred to 
historical materialism, he did so as an inventory 
of concepts and tools that help us to comprehend 
capitalism. 

However, to focus alone on Marx’s analysis of capi- 
talism allows us to forget that, behind Marx’s economic 
categories, there is a whole philosophy of human libera- 
tion. 

It is Marx’s concept of the dialectical method which 
posits theory and practice, objectivity and subjectiv- 
ity, philosophy and revolution, as a unity. According 
to revolutionary dialectics, practice — the actions and 
thoughts of the revolutionary masses — is itself a form 
of theory. This can be developed to its fullest in unity 
with a theory that, like the Greek god Janus, looks with 
one face to such actions and thoughts and, with the oth- 
er, to dialectical philosophy. 

Thus theory, or critical thought, is not just an ob- 
jective analysis of reality, but in its fullest meaning, is 
the philosophical expression of the thoughts, actions 
and desires of the revolutionary masses building up a 
whole new world. This, in my view, is what the Zapatis- 
ta seminar missed, and what the Zapatista movement 
needs to reach for, even beyond the greatest peaks it 
has already attained. 


YOUTH IN ACTION 


by Natalia Spiegel 

Georgetown University recently announced that it 
will sell endowment holdings in coal companies. Uni- 
versity President John J. DeGioia stated: “The work of 
understanding and responding to the demands of cli- 
mate change is urgent and complex.” However, the uni- 
versity’s board noted that only an “insubstantial por- 
tion” of the $1.5 billion endowment is invested in coal 
companies. GU Fossil Free, the student group pressur- 
ing Georgetown to divest its oil, gas and coal stocks, 
responded: “It is evident that the university made its 
decisions for mostly financial and public relations rea- 
sons. If the board had made their decision for principal- 
ly moral reasons, then they would have supported full 
divestment.” GU Fossil Free will continue the struggle. 
* * * 

A new report in the Index on Censorship, “Fired, 
Threatened, Imprisoned: is academic freedom being 
eroded?” looks into the state of academic freedom today. 
It takes up governmental, economic and social threats 
against students, teachers and other academics world- 
wide. It doesn’t spare Western powers like the U.S. and 
UK, where, it charges, the label of extremism is being 
used to stop debate. The report also has a chapter on 
“girls standing up for education,” written by young 
women from Nigeria, Uganda, and Pakistan. 


St. Paul, Minn.-About 5,000 people marched from 
the banks of the Mississippi to the Minnesota state 
capitol on June 6, taking advantage of a beautiful day 
in St. Paul to voice our objections to Enbridge Corpo- 
ration’s pipeline ex- 
pansion. Marchers 
included tar sands, 
pipeline, coal, oil and 
fracking protesters, 
supported by the 
Sierra Club, Nuclear 
Energy Information 
Service of Chicago, 

Fight For 15 and 
many First Nations. 

We chanted: 

“We are the people 
two! We are united 
three! We will not 
let you build this 
pipeline ONE! We 
are the people two, 
etc.” Some of our 
signs read, “Love 
water, not oil,” and 
“Keep the oil in 
the soil.” 

The program centered on Native American sacred 
water ceremonies. Indian dancing, singing and speech- 
es were featured. Former Vice-Presidential candidate 
Winona LaDuke spoke at the kick-off press conference, 
vowing that First Nations would never stop defending 
mother earth! 

In a day that felt triumphant, Bill McKibben pre- 
dicted that no other pipeline would ever be built with- 
out massive, increasingly implacable protests. “The 
days of pipelines are over, folks!” he said; and “We are 
starting to win this, people!” 

Pacific nuclear tests 
still costing lives 

New York City — Sixty years, to the day, after the 
Castle Bravo explosion over the Marshall Islands, Hol- 
ly Barker, anthropologist at the University of Washing- 
ton, spoke to us at the “Dynamics of Possible Nuclear 
Extinction” conference in New York City. Her subject 
was U.S. policy towards the people most affected by 67 
atmospheric nuclear explosions. Those people were the 
Marshall Islanders. 

Now, after six decades, women and their babies 
experience deep suffering because their island still ra- 
diates from the soil, the trees, and the beaches, and, 
in fact, from the very air. Nuclear radiation prevents 
normal development of fetuses, producing teratogenic 
(monstrous) effects. 

MOTHERS TESTIFY 

These women and their families tell it best. Speak- 
ing at a UN Human Rights meeting on Sept. 13, 2012, 
Mrs. Lemeyo Abon said: 

“To this day women in the Marshall Islands give 
birth to jellyfish babies, or babies born with no bones in 
their bodies and translucent skin. Sometimes they are 
born alive and live for a few minutes or hours, and you 
can see the blood moving through their bodies before 
they die. 

“We give birth to babies with missing limbs, 
or their organs and spinal cords on the outside of 
their bodies. We never experienced these types of 
births before the U.S. testing program. 

“We have complained about these births for de- 
cades, and we are always told by the U.S. Government 
that they are not the result of radiation exposure. Yet 
our language, our history, our stories have no record of 
these births before the testing program. After the test- 
ing program, we’ve had to create new words to describe 
the creatures we give birth to.” 

NUCLEAR ATTACK ON MARSHALL ISLANDS 

In 1986, 31 years after the Castle Bravo thermo- 
nuclear explosion — between five and 12 times more 
powerful than scientists had predicted — researchers 
found that residents of Rongelap, especially women and 
children, were getting sick living on the highly contami- 
nated atoll. 

The longer the women lived on Rongelap, the 
more health complications they developed, such 
as breast, thyroid, uterine and stomach cancers, 
and giving birth to mentally retarded children. 

Marshall Islander Lijon Eknilang appeared before 
the International Court of Justice in The Hague and 
gave this chilling first-hand account of the effects of nu- 
clear testing in the Pacific: “Women have experienced 
many reproductive cancers and abnormal births,” Lijon 
said. “... In privacy, they give birth, not to children as 
we like to think of them, but to things we could only 
describe as ‘octopuses,’ ‘apples,’ ‘turtles.’” Lijon has had 
seven miscarriages, and no live births. 

— January 


I distributed flyers from the Nuclear Energy In- 
formation Service of Chicago (NEIS) and talked to 
about 40 receptive people about NEIS’s project to docu- 
ment “America’s Chernobyl,” the experience of Native 

Americans as they 
try to raise children 
and protect their 
families from radia- 
tion beaming from 
the unspeakable 
filth of active and 
abandoned uranium 
mines. Read more at 
NEIS.org and access 
the documentary at 
www. CryingEarth- 
RiseUp.com. 

The protest fo- 
cused on Enbridge 
having increased 
pressure in the al- 
ready aging Alberta 
Clipper pipeline and 
plans to create a new 
line, Sandpiper, from 
the Bakken oil fields 
of North Dakota to Superior, Wise. 

Transport of tar sands oil is a thorn in the 
side of all communities on the route. Since a re- 
cord-breaking Enbridge spill into the Kalamazoo 
River that has not been cleaned up, and indeed 
cannot be, neighbors of existing pipelines are 
wary of them. But communities are equally wor- 
ried about what have come to be known as bomb 
trains, like the eight cars that exploded in Lac 
Megantic, Ontario. 

In 1953 Enbridge surreptitiously sank a pipeline 
under the nexus between Lake Michigan and Lake 
Huron, the Straits of Mackinac. Decay of that pipe is 
another issue that grates on the sensibilities of First 
Nations and the other residents of Minnesota, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan and Ontario. Indeed, it eats at al- 
most all who are aware of this threat to the water sup- 
ply for tens of millions of people. 

Our enjoyment of Indian dancing, music, speech 
and ceremony, along with cries of “This is what democ- 
racy looks like!” and “Another world is possible!” indi- 
cate the path forward to a just, non-sexist, non-racist 
future for mankind. 

— Participant 

Women prisoners and 
allies create health fair 

Chowchilla, Calif. — Prisoner-advocates in Central 
California Women’s Facility initiated a health infor- 
mation exchange: trauma, surviving it and dealing 
with the aftermath; gender and sexuality, including 
Transgender issues; HIV and HEP C; harm reduction; 
disability health; advocacy and rights for those with 
chronic illness; family unity and reconciliation. 

The June 6 event was huge. California Coalition 
for Women Prisoners members from the outside co- 
facilitated tables with CCWP members from the inside. 

Many who have been writing for The Fire In- 
side for years finally had a chance to meet. People 
from inside, as well as members of Transgender, 
Gender Variant, and Intersex Justice Project, 
staffed a Transgender table. 

One of the many information tables advocated 
being an ally against bullying. The trauma table also 
included information about dealing with suicide and 
healing from suicide attempts. A harm reduction card, 
prepared by prisoners earlier, addressed how to recog- 
nize overdose and what one can do within the prison. We 
had pamphlets on diabetes, heart health and strokes. 
Juvenile Offenders Committee, one of the sponsoring 
organizations, had its own table. 

One of the prisoners, an LWOP (sentenced to life 
without parole) who was recognized by everyone there, 
said that she lives her life by paying it forward every 
day. 

Many other LWOP prisoners were organiz- 
ers of the event, setting up tables, staffing them, 
bringing people to them, and helping with clean- 
up. The Living Chance Story Project is featuring 
stories about people who have an LWOP sentence 
to present them as real people anyone may know. 

Throughout the day a band was playing. It made 
for a fair-like atmosphere, letting everyone feel more 
like we were attending a community event. People even 
got to dance. 

The day was not just sharing information about 
health, but acknowledging people taking care of each 
other under the worst conditions. Such care does exist 
in the prison and it needs support to strengthen and 
reinforce it. 

It felt like a huge success and everyone wants to 
know when we will hold another one. 

— An event organizer 





Rage 12 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


JULY-AUGUST 2015 


WORLD-VIEW 


Turkey’s election 


by Eugene Walker 

In a stunning June 7 election, the People’s Dem- 
ocratic Party (HDP), a coalition of Kurds and liber- 
als, won 12% of the 
vote. It will have 80 
seats in Turkey’s 
550-member parlia- 
ment. This was part 
of a sharp rejection 
of President Erdo- 
gan and the 13-year 
rule of his Justice 
and Development 
Party, which lost its 
absolute majority 
and faces barriers to 
any rewriting of the 
Constitution that 
would have allowed 
Erdogan to solidify 
his rule. 

Spontaneous cel- 
ebrations erupted in 
many places, people dancing and waving Kurdish flags. 
For the first time the Kurds have their own representa- 
tives in parliament. 

Iran’s role in Syria 

In a recent interview posted on Iranian Progres- 
sives in Translation, Syrian revolutionary Yassin al- 
Haj Saleh summarized the role that the Iranian gov- 
ernment, under both “hard-liners” and “reformers,” has 
taken in supporting the fascist Syrian Bashar al-Assad 
regime. He spoke of the responsibility of revolutionar- 
ies to criticize their own government’s imperialism. 
Here are some excerpts: 

“Recent reports said that Tehran has spent around 
$35 billion in support of the regime. Iran is not only pay- 
ing the money, it is controlling everything. 

“In Syria it is widely thought that the country is 
under Iranian occupation. And it seems that Tehran is 
not running the regime’s war against its population for 
only strategic reasons and for gathering more regional 
cards. The rulers of Iran are also putting their hands on 
Syrian land and state-owned property. Loans are pro- 
vided with state-owned land and government property 
as collateral. 

“This is colonialism in the precise meaning of the 
word. I think the Assad regime could not have stayed in 
power without submitting the country to a foreign colo- 
nial power, not known for its human sentiments towards 
Syrians or its own subjects. It was Tehran’s initiative to 
build the National Defense Army, which is composed of 
the Shabiha, loyal sectarian thugs who volunteered to 
help the regime in crushing the popular protests. Many 
of them were trained in Iran. This dirty sectarian game 
will prove shortsighted and self-injuring someday. 

“Iranians cannot resist oppression in their country 
while ignoring the urgent necessity to resist the imperial 
policies of their country. They have a special responsi- 
bility to be eloquent in condemning their government’s 
policies in Syria. Their right to criticize the Syrian op- 
position, and I am a harsh critic of it, is conditioned 
by having a clear and principled position against the 
Iranian involvement and the Assad regime. The more 
powerful Iran becomes in Syria, the more powerful the 
present Iranian government will be vis-a-vis the people 
in Iran.” — GE - 


Women significantly increased their representa- 
tion. As reported by ROAR magazine: “The HDP up- 
holds a 40% gender quota and has introduced a sys- 
tem of co-leadership 
of one man and one 
woman at all the dif- 
ferent levels of orga- 
nization, thus draw- 
ing a lot of support 
from feminist groups 
and from women in 
general. The party 
openly recognizes the 
Armenian genocide, 
fights for the rights 
ofLGBT individuals, 
promotes the use of 
minority languages 
and has a political 
program stressing the 
need for decentral- 
ization, horizontal 
democracy and local 
autonomy. Its pluralist program catered to the needs of 
a wide range of people, and certainly not exclusively the 
Kurds. ” Erdogan lost a huge number of Kurdish votes 
over his reactionary attitude to the defense of Kobane. 

The elections demonstrated that the important 
Gezi Park demonstrations and protests of 2013 haven’t 
been forgotten. Then, millions, encompassing vast sec- 
tors of Turkish society, were in the streets throughout 
the country. 

Erdogan was quick to recognize the electoral re- 
sults. He will not likely cease his authoritarian ways, 
only seek new ways to impose them. However, he now 
faces a new reality created by those who wish a very 
different direction in Turkey. 

Spanish elections 

The indignados (indignant or outraged ones) — 
named M-15 after they launched a massive protest 
movement against conditions of life and labor in Spain 
on May 15, 2011 — have emerged victorious in impor- 
tant municipal elections in dozens of cities, large and 
small, including Barcelona, Madrid and Valencia. 

The May 24 elections delivered a sharp rebuke to 
the ruling right-wing Partido Popular (PP) of Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy, and opened the possibility of 
challenging the two-party cabal — the PP and the Par- 
tido Socialista Obrero Espanol (PSOE) — that has ruled 
Spain for decades. 

The movements that organized in dozens of cities 
for the municipal elections were diverse: anti-eviction 
activists, protesters against corrupt banking practices, 
those demanding universal healthcare, people against 
privatization, demonstrators for freedom of expression, 
etc. While much attention has focused on Podemos, a 
Left party that emerged in 2014 and competed in Euro- 
pean parliamentary elections, the movements encom- 
pass other progressive electoral coalitions. 

While some call this a movement of “civil society” 
and proudly affirm a “non-ideological position,” or prag- 
matism, as if that were not an ideology — what seems 
clear is that many in Spain are rejecting the bourgeois 
ideology of capitalist rule. They are searching for an 
emancipatory pathway forward. The municipal election 
campaign against the ruling party was only one small 
part of that search. — Eugene Walker 


Charleston terrorism 

The racist murder of nine people at the histor- 
ic Emanuel A.M.E. Church in Charleston, S.C., on 
June 17, is the characteristic U.S. form of terrorism. 
It is directed against the expression of Black self- 
determination, specifically Black Lives Matter and 
the recent protests against the police murder of Walter 
Scott in North Charleston. 

The slain Rev. Clementa Pinckney was involved in 
the protests and had counseled Scott’s family. He also 
served as a State Senator and got a law passed requir- 
ing police body cameras. The other dead included six 
women and two other men. 

Emanuel A.M.E. Church was co-founded by histor- 
ic freedom fighter Denmark Vesey, whose 1822 insur- 
rection, though it was discovered and crushed, shook 
up the slave South. The killer upheld the “lost cause” 
flag of the Confederacy, beside those of apartheid South 
Africa and Rhodesia. 

The struggle to uproot racist terror — whether ex- 
pressed as legal slavery, the KKK, Jim Crow laws, lynch 
mobs, imperialism, dogs trained to savage humans, the 
prison system, or police murders — runs through U.S. 
history like a red thread. Only the complete uprooting 
of this racist, capitalist society will finally eliminate its 
terrorist dregs. — Gerry Emmett 

Chile students protest 

Once again, as they have done since 2011, Chile’s 
students have taken to the streets by the tens of thou- 
sands to demand fundamental education reform. Their 
earlier fight was to roll back the neoliberal, private- 
dominated educational system imposed during the 
Pinochet dictatorship and continued by the rightist 
President Sebastian Pinera. 

This time their struggle was against President 
Michelle Bachelet, a socialist, who had guided a sig- 
nificant education reform package through the Chilean 
Congress. The new reforms will, over time, eliminate 
profits, tuition fees, and selective admissions practices 
in privately owned primary and secondary schools that 
receive government money. 

Many students, led by the Confederation of Chilean 
Students, and joined by teachers and others, saw the 
package as a halfway measure — “not the reform we mo- 
bilized for” — that would only modify the commodifica- 
tion of education, not abolish its mercantile base. 

The protesters, who were met by tear gas, 
water cannons and police batons, are demand- 
ing more thoroughgoing reform. What is at stake 
is made clear by what the Pinochet dictatorship 
did to Chile’s educational system, and by the 
shadows that dictatorship still casts. 

Before Pinochet, education was a public right with 
state schools, tuition-free education at the university 
level, and state-sponsored education at primary and 
secondary levels. This is what the dictatorship com- 
pletely destroyed, creating in its place one of the most 
expensive, elitist systems, where only the rich had ac- 
cess to a decent education. The students and their al- 
lies are demanding that this legacy of dictatorship be 
destroyed root and branch, not just gently trimmed. 

Despite having moved beyond the dictatorship, and 
even to “socialists in power,” it has not been through 
the political process of elections, legislation, etc., that 
change has primarily occurred. Rather, it has been mo- 
bilizations from below, particularly the student dem- 
onstrations of recent years, that have opened the door 
towards social transformation. Will they continue to be 
a catalyst of authentic change in Chile? — E.W. 



Thousands of women and men marched in cities across Turkey on June 19, 
protesting the rape and murder of 20-year-old Cansu Kaya, and the wave of 
femicides. She was the 144th woman killed in Turkey this year. A petition drive 
against femicide in Turkey has gained 1 .1 million signatures so far. 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form that appeared as the Rus- 
sian Revolution was transformed into its op- 
posite. That retrogression anticipated the next 
stage of development — the age of state-capi- 
talism. We stand for a society of new human 
relations, what Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1987. Charles Denby 
(1907-1983), a Black rank-and-file autoworker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Jour- 
nal, was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya's three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 177 6 until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which 
is a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sar- 
tre and from Marx to Mao ( 1 973), written after 
the failed revolts of the 1960s, articulated the 
integrality of philosophy and revolution as the 
characteristic of the age and, tracing it histori- 
cally, caught the link of continuity with the Hu- 
manism of Marx. As against the vanguard party, 
the integration of dialectics and organization 
reflects the revolutionary maturity of the age 
and the passion for a philosophy of liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution ( 1 982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last decade. 
Written for our time of revolutions in devel- 
oping countries, the rise of the international 
women’s liberation movement, and global eco- 
nomic crisis, it reveals the absolute challenge to 
make real Marx’s “revolution in permanence” 
as the determinant for the relationship of theo- 
ry and practice and as ground for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road between 
the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Human- 
ism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those de- 
siring freedom to transcend the limitations of 
post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of our 
nuclear-armed world, climate change, and failed 


revolutions, it becomes imperative not only 
to reject what is, but to further work out the 
revolutionary Humanist future inherent in the 
present.The recreation of Marx’s philosophy as 
Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec- 
tion — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Development, deposited at Wayne State 
University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capitalist, 
racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden society, 
we have adopted a committee form of orga- 
nization rather than any elitist party “to lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally. As our 
Constitution states: “It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. Send for a free copy of the Constitu- 
tion of News and Letters Committees or see it 
on our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


Racism and the 
Confederate Rag 

by Robert Taliaferro 

There should come a time when we are able to 
unite for a common cause without the specter of trag- 
edy being the impetus. The removal of the Confederate 
battle flag from the capitol grounds of South Carolina 
is a positive action that should be applauded, yet there 
are those who would decry that event as pandering to 
liberal political causes centered in Washington under 
the Obama administration. 

Then there are those who feel that the flag repre- 
sents their heritage and the pride that they have for 
those who died for the Southern cause in the Civil War, 
at the time a call for "state's rights" and the continua- 
tion of slavery. 

FLAG IS DRENCHED IN RACISM 


It is a sad state of affairs that 150 years after the 
end of the Civil War the U.S. still has a culture infected 
by a deep and moral dilemma that engenders vehement 
debates over a piece of cloth, a relic of history that rep- 
resents a culture entrenched in violence, racism and 
brutal class discrimination. 

The most curious aspect of this predicament is not 
so much the attitudes of some who were born and raised 
in the South, but rather the white kid from Wisconsin, 
Minnesota or Alaska who waves the "stars and bars" 
defining "their heritage" when neither they, nor their 

continued on p. 8 
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Evolving 
Black Lives Matter 


One year after the murder of Michael Brown by 
Ferguson, Mo., police officer Darren Wilson, the Black 
Lives Matter movement continues to challenge rac- 
ist U.S. society. Ferguson and St. Louis County police 
showed how little they had changed by arresting over 
100 peaceful demonstrators on the anniversary. The 
manifest racism was only highlighted by the authori- 
ties permitting white right-wing "Oathkeepers" militia 
members to walk around town carrying assault rifles, 
while young Blacks were beaten and arrested for the 
mere alleged "suspicion" of having weapons. 

At the commemoration of Michael Brown's death, 
one activist commented that police have murdered over 
700 people since the beginning of the year. (See killed- 
bypolice. net.) This doesn't include deaths in custody, 
which number in the thousands. According to the Bu- 
reau of Justice Statistics, 4,446 deaths occurred in lo- 
cal jails and state prisons in 2013, the latest available 
data. More than one-third (34% or around 1,512) were 
ruled to be suicides. 


CHALLENGING BOURGEOIS POLITICS 

Young Black activists are determined to confront 
and uproot the racism that has disfigured this country, 
not only from its formal founding in a dirty compromise 
allowing slavery, but in its true foundations: an eco- 
nomic system built on genocide and forced labor. This 
was demonstrated once again in the challenge to Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders' support- 
ers at a number of campaign rallies. 

While some were critical of the intervention at 
Sanders' Seattle rally by Marissa Johnson and Mara 
Willaford, who seized the microphone to make their 

continued on p. 2 
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Counter-revolution in Middle 
East shows crisis of humanity 


by Gerry Emmett 

The July 14 signing of a nuclear weapons agree- 
ment by the U.S. and the Iranian regime seemed like 
an event strangely out of time. This despite the efforts 
of Israel's far Right Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu to rally reactionary opposition in Israel and in the 
U.S. Congress. 

In the agreement, Iran accepted verifiable limits on 
its atomic energy program in exchange for the welcome 
lifting of sanctions that 
have mostly harmed the 
people, not the rulers. 

Even the end of sanc- 
tions, though, means 
something different 
now than it would have 
before the collapse of 
world oil prices. 

In truth, the 
U.S. and Iran have 
long found com- 
mon ground in their 
mutual opposition 
to revolutionary 
change — from Iran's 
2009 Green Move- 
ment (which the U.S. 
did nothing to support) to the Arab Spring Revo- 
lutions. Syria is the test case — while the U.S. has 
done almost nothing to support the revolution 
there, Iran has used every available asset to help 
crush it. 

Despite words to the contrary, Netanyahu and oth- 
er reactionary rulers, near or far, benefit from it. What 
is needed now is precisely what we don't find at the 
moment — a revolutionary movement in Iran and Israel 
that would speak out against their own imperialisms. 

THE REAL MOMENT AT HAND 

Following the nuclear agreement, a humane logic 
would dictate that the same powers — the U.S., Iran, 
Russia, China, France, Germany and the UK — would 
encourage other peace initiatives. But imperialism is 
no humane logician. 

The limits of Iranian imperialist flexibility were on 
display in mid-August. When their mercenary proteges, 
the Lebanese militia Hezbollah, met fierce resistance 


in the Syrian town of Zabadani, Iranian officials took 
the unprecedented step of meeting directly with the 
Islamist Syrian rebel group Ahrar al-Sham under the 
auspices of Turkey. 

There the Iranians presented a "peace" proposal for 
Zabadani that required the ethnic cleansing of all Sun- 
ni Muslims — the town's main population. This would be 
part of a policy to divide Syria and allow Iran to salvage 
its investment in Assad and its pipeline of weapons to 
Hezbollah. It was properly rejected. Talks then ended, 

and the Assad regime, 
now largely controlled 
by Iran, began a partic- 
ularly vicious bombing 
campaign (augmented 
by new Russian planes) 
against civilian tar- 
gets. The massacre of 
over 100 civilians in the 
marketplace in Douma, 
Aug. 16, was just one 
of many recent regime 
atrocities. 

The specter raised 
here, of the threatened 
sectarian division of 
Syria backed by a re- 
gional power and its militia proxies, while great powers 
stand by or collude, can't help but bring up memories 
of the Bosnian war of the 1990s. It is a terrible place 
for the world to find itself exactly 20 years after the 
Srebrenica massacre. 

REGION IN UPHEAVAL: IRAQ 

To see the revolutionary opposite to this reaction- 
ary moment, it's necessary to pull back and look at de- 
velopments in a number of countries. For one, there are 
the stirrings of a new mass opposition in Iraq. 

It was like a breath of fresh air in mid-August to 
see thousands of Iraqis pour into the streets around the 
country expressing an entirely different logic from that 
of reaction and sectarianism. Their slogans included 
"Daesh [IS, the Islamic State] and the Parliament, two 
sides of the same coin," referring to the influence of 
religious sectarianism on the Iraqi state; "Secularism! 
Secularism! Not Shia! Not Sunni!" and "Humanity 
doesn't live by religion, but by bread and dignity!" 

continued on p. 10 



Greek crisis: austerity, revolt, illusions 


Greek voters overwhelmingly rejected a new aus- 
terity package in a July 5 referendum called by the 
Syriza government. After campaigning for a No vote, 
Syriza quickly turned No into Yes by agreeing to condi- 
tions very similar to those the voters rejected. 

What the vote showed above all was that the Greek 
masses reject the austerity program imposed on them 
by the European Union, the European Central Bank 
(ECB), and the IMF, in collusion with previous Greek 
governments, both conservative and social democratic. 
Over 60% voted no, even after a pro-austerity propa- 
ganda campaign by the mass media and heavy econom- 
ic pressure placed on the people. By capping loans to 
Greek banks, the ECB forced capital controls and bank 
closings ahead of the vote, making life even more dif- 
ficult for the working class and the middle class. 

The country's forces of revolt have erupted again 
and again in recent years, as the economy melted down 
and austerity was imposed. Huge, militant demonstra- 
tions in Athens both before and after the No vote were 
only the latest manifestation. The 2011 strikes and oc- 
cupations were among the most militant in the world. 
The occupation of Syntagma Square in Athens was one 
of the links between the Arab Spring revolutions and 
Occupy Wall Street. 

SYRIZA IS NOT THE MASSES 

Over the last five years, a confrontation has un- 
folded between the forces of revolt in Greece — workers, 
youth, immigrants, women — and the ruling classes of 
Europe through its continental institutions, backed up 


by global institutions and investors. 

Until this year, Greek governments stayed on the 
side of the institutions. But one of the results of the 
masses' opposition to austerity was that they broke 
down the two-party system and swept the previously 
marginalized Syriza, whose name literally includes 
the phrase "radical left," into power this year. Syriza, 

continued on p. 3 
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Planned 
Parenthood siege 


Dishonestly edited videos accusing Planned Par- 
enthood of illegally selling aborted fetal organs for prof- 
it have now become fodder for mostly Republican poli- 
ticians — including those running for president. They 
are outbidding each other, vowing to destroy Planned 
Parenthood and in doing so both mislead and grovel 
before their Right-wing anti-woman base. David Da- 
leiden, head of the Center for Medical Progress — a pure 
Orwellian doublespeak name — probably broke several 
laws making, faking and releasing the videos. 

Planned Parenthood only donates fetal tissue to re- 
searchers when women who have had abortions ask. A 
woman might actually feel that something good could 
come from her abortion, for example, the recovery that 
stem cell therapy has brought hockey legend Gordie 
Howe. But these zealots don't want women who abort 

continued on p. 2 
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Review of Feminism Unfinished 


Feminism Unfinished: A Short, Surprising History 
of American Women's Movements, by Dorothy Sue Cob- 
ble, Linda Gordon, and Astrid 
Henry (W.W. Norton & Com- 
pany, Inc.: New York, 2014). 

This book is a brief over- 
view of the history of the femi- 
nist movement in the U.S. 
from the period after women's 
right to vote was won in 1920 
until the present. Written by 
three professors of women's 
history, it is intended for the 
general reader and for use in 
college and high school class- 
rooms. Cobble wrote the chap- 
ter about social justice femi- 
nists' involvement in labor unions and the civil rights 
movement from 1920 until the 1960s. Gordon wrote 

Health clinics attacked 

continued from p. 1 

to ever feel anything but, as columnist Katha Pollitt 
writes, "silence, fear, shame, stigma." 
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE HAS MANY ENEMIES 

The videos are not the only attacks the reproduc- 
tive justice movement is facing. Planned Parenthood 
and the National Network of Abortion Funds have been 
attacked by hackers who went after their server, May 
First/People Link, as part of a national denial of service 
attack that began on July 30 and is continuing as we go 
to press. Planned Parenthood also suffered data theft. 

Data theft of private information about clinic 
doctors and workers is particularly alarming as 
names, home addresses, children's schools, etc., 
have been made public and then used by fanatics 
to stalk, harass, injure and kill abortion provid- 
ers and clinic workers. 

Republican Presidential candidates Ted Cruz, 
Marco Rubio and Rand Paul all vowed to destroy 
Planned Parenthood; Mike Huckabee said he would 
consider sending federal troops or the FBI to stop abor- 
tions; Rick Perry said Planned Parenthood "cuts apart 
and sells the body parts of dead babies” — every word of 
which is a lie, including "and" and "the." 

Gov. Bobby Jindal is terminating Louisiana's Med- 
icaid provider contract with Planned Parenthood, while 
he lies that its "employees... engage in illegal partial 
birth abortion procedures." He knows that Planned 
Parenthood doesn't even provide abortions in Louisi- 
ana! Jindal claims that denying women on Medicaid 
access to Planned Parenthood will "not jeopardize" re- 
productive health services for Louisiana women. But 
Planned Parenthood services 2.7 million patients there 
each year. A number of other states are also trying to 
break their contracts with the clinics. 

Republican Texas Representative Jodie Lauben- 
berg, author of the sweeping anti-abortion law that 
closed more than half the abortion clinics in Texas, 
spewed the absurd: "This is no different than what hap- 
pened in Nazi Germany, no different than during the 
experiments.” Since Republicans couldn’t shut down 
Planned Parenthood based on lies, they are planning to 
attach a rider to must-pass legislation this September, 
threatening a government shutdown. 

POLITICIANS' CONTEMPT FOR WOMEN 

Women, especially poor women, have already been 
severely impacted by an avalanche of laws that effec- 
tively strip them of being able to obtain what is a le- 
gal medical procedure. The Republican vow to defund 
Planned Parenthood would mean $500 million cut from 
two programs aimed at helping poor people: 75% from 
Medicaid; and the rest from Title X — the federal family 
planning program that serves poor Americans. 

Now many women in Texas don't realize that 
abortion there is still legal! Phony pregnancy 
centers help spread this lie, telling women who 
come in for an abortion that they are illegal; but 
women also believe it because so many legitimate 
clinics have been closed. 

Come Sept. 1, poor, uninsured women in Texas 
won’t be able to get government-subsidized breast and 
cervical cancer screenings at Planned Parenthood as 
state legislators passed a law specifying that clinics af- 
filiated with abortion providers cannot receive taxpay- 
er funding for exactly those services, falsely promising 
that those services would be available elsewhere. Sev- 
enteen Planned Parenthood clinics in Texas provided 
such screenings and were already prohibited by state 
law from performing abortions if they accepted taxpay- 
er dollars, even if not used for abortions. Texas women 
are so desperate, and are so far from a clinic, that many 
are going to Mexico to purchase drugs to self-induce. 
Back-alley butcher abortions are not far behind. 

Demagogic politicians claim they are defending 
women's health when they are attacking it. For women 
to obtain reproductive justice, we must be in charge of 
our own healthcare and not depend on any politician to 
do it for us. That would mean a fundamental transfor- 
mation of this society. 


about the Women's Liberation feminists of the 1960s 
and 1970s, and Henry wrote about the Third Wave fem- 
inists of the 1980s to the present. The authors wanted 
to address the dearth of writing on the history of femi- 
nism as a movement for social change and to correct the 
many myths about it. 

They consider the "wave" analogy inadequate and 
show how feminism does not revive only to die out on a 
regular basis, because it is a continuous movement. It 
is better understood as numerous movements because 
different kinds of women tackle a variety of issues. 
Also, as times change, more issues arise, and people 
may understand things in new ways. The fact that 
feminism is not monolithic is also seen when feminists 
disagree with each other. The authors discuss some of 
these disagreements as well as misunderstandings that 
older and younger generations of feminists can have 
about each other. In this way, the authors hope to foster 
an understanding among activists of their own history 
so that they may find it easier to address internal con- 
flicts in the future. 

THE NECESSITY OF MASS MOVEMENTS 

Probably the biggest myth the authors debunk is 
that feminism is an elite movement for white, socially 
and economically privileged women. Some writers to- 
day tell individual women to climb to the top of the 
corporate career ladder and be assertive in demand- 
ing higher wages. These benefits do not really "trick- 
le down" to the vast majority of women in lower pay- 
ing jobs. Although feminism often includes personal 
growth, mass movements are necessary to improve liv- 
ing conditions for large numbers of people, to change 
laws, and to transform society. 

Each of the authors describes many lesser known 
campaigns, projects, and leaders, especially focusing 
on how feminism has been intersectional (intertwined 
with fighting other oppressions, including race and 
class) during each historical period. Sometimes histo- 
rians have ignored feminism because it blended into 
other progressive movements. 

NO, FEMINISM IS NOT DEAD 

The authors' description of feminism throughout 
recent history challenges the notion that it is "dead" or 
that it was never necessary. Some people believe that 
human rights come inevitably with modernization, but 
the authors show how struggle is necessary. They ex- 
plain how feminism has "utterly” changed all aspects of 
society, including government, culture, entertainment, 
and "the very nature of knowledge," and that "one can- 
not understand today's world without an understand- 
ing of how feminism has influenced it." They question 
whether there is such a thing as a purely "women's is- 
sue" because feminism has improved life for all people, 
and has often explicitly included struggles for the rights 
of children, men, and people of other genders. 

The authors explain how feminism is "unfin- 
ished," partly because some rights have not been 
won and attitudes not completely changed. Also, 
with the internet, feminism's global spread has 
escalated, and the main struggle will no longer 
be centered in the West. 

This book is important in helping activists learn 
from previous generations and to reinvent feminism for 
their own circumstances. — fldele 



by Artemis 

In June, the mother of a 15-year-old rape survivor 
filed a case against Kenya's government for denying 
the girl access to an abortion. The girl developed an in- 
fection after resorting to an unsafe abortion and now 
needs a kidney transplant. The mother's petition states 
that, although abortions are legal for rape or to save the 
woman's life or health, women have difficulty getting 
them and the government prevented healthcare provid- 
ers from receiving training in safe abortions. 

* * * 

In June, Inkosi Kachindamoto, a Malawian tradi- 
tional leader, annulled the child marriages of 175 girls 
and 155 boys. She ordered the children to school and 
fired the village leaders who had performed the mar- 
riages. She is putting into practice Malawi’s recent ban 
on marr ying persons under 18 in a country where half 
the girls are wed before that age, and one in eight be- 
fore age 15. 

* * * 

In previous years, Women on Waves, a Dutch non- 
profit organization, sailed to countries where abor- 
tion is illegal to perform safe, legal abortions on their 
boat. Currently, they provide the medical abortion pills 
Mifepristone and Misoprostol and reproductive health 
information through the website of their sister organi- 
zation Women on Web. WoW has helped organizations 
open hotlines to give information on accessing abortion 
in Ecuador, Chile, Argentina, Indonesia, Pakistan, Ven- 
ezuela, Peru, Kenya, Thailand and Morocco. In July, 
for the first time, Women on Waves sent abortion pills 
in a drone from Germany to women in Poland. 


200 at Trans meeting 

New York City — Over 200 Transgender people, their 
allies and a handful of elected officials came together at 
Hostos College in the Bronx in late July for a city- wide 
conference on the status and situation of Transgender 
people in New York City. Activist groups — such as the 
Sylvia Rivera and Audre Lorde organizations — were 
represented, as were individual Trans people and their 
allies. 

The meeting addressed issues of police bru- 
tality against Trans people in the city and on Rik- 
ers Island. Recently a prisoner on Rikers Island 
testified that he was brutalized by both the po- 
lice and guards and then raped with the guards' 
complicity. We also discussed the lack of housing 
and jobs, problems with medical care and lack of 
justice for Trans people in city courts. To cite one 
notorious case, a street thug who beat a Trans 
women to death was given a lesser charge than 
murder. 

Several people spoke to the entire group, which 
then broke into smaller working groups to discuss the 
issues. Some of the organizers are hopeful that this is 
just the first meeting of this type, and that the meet- 
ings will put pressure on the City Council to improve 
the lot of Trans people, and that a more permanent and 
unified Trans organization will replace the fragmented 
and segmented character of the Trans community right 
now. 

As one activist put it, "we need a Transgender lib- 
eration front just like Sylvia Rivera organized the first 
Gay Liberation Front." — Natalia 

Black Lives Matter 
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anti-racist statement, many more were driven to think. 
For one thing, at a rally focusing on protecting social 
programs, the young activists introduced a note of ur- 
gency reflecting the fact that countless lives are being 
destroyed through draconian cutbacks that reflect the 
inhuman logic 
of capital. 

Behind 
Black Lives 
Matter is a 
demand for 
Black lives to 
be recognized 
as human 
lives. This is 
not reducible 
to the glib 
rhetorical 
statement "all 
lives matter," 
which can be 
said by any 
politician, warden, or bureaucrat. 

The Black experience brings forth a universal idea 
of what it is about human life — freedom, dignity — that 
matters for everyone. This is a concrete confrontation 
with U.S. history, including its latest chapter of unend- 
ing capitalist crisis and the cancerous growth of a geno- 
cidal prison system. This movement reveals a strong 
sense of history. 

CHALLENGING OURSELVES TOO 

Young Black revolutionaries have begun by chang- 
ing themselves. The Black Lives Matter movement 
has had a major effect upon a generation's conscious- 
ness. This could be seen in the life of Sandra Bland, 
the young Black woman who died in custody in Waller, 
Texas, on July 13. She was pulled over by state trooper 
Brian Encinia, who accused her of not using her turn 
signal, although she was actually pulling over to get out 
of his way. Encinia escalated the incident to the point 
of brutalizing Bland, before illegitimately arresting her 
and placing her in the proven unsafe Waller County 
Jail. 

The most powerful testimony against the ly- 
ing trooper and the racist jailers has been Bland's 
deepening revolutionary consciousness (see page 
8). That can't be confined in any cell. 

The challenge voiced by the Black Lives Matter 
Movement recalls Martin Luther King's 1963 "Letter 
from Birmingham Jail ": "I have almost reached the re- 
grettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling 
block in his stride toward freedom is not the White Citi- 
zens Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white 
moderate, who is more devoted to 'order' than to jus- 
tice." 

HUMAN FREEDOM IS THE GOAL 

We have seen that even the first Black President 
has too often been more devoted to "order” than to hu- 
man freedom. Black youth now are challenging not only 
"moderates,” but the system that demands of them 
moderation. 

In doing so, they challenge their own movement to 
deepen its continuity with the history of freedom strug- 
gles that remain incomplete, and bring to completion 
this quest for a new society beyond racism, exploitation 
and oppression. 
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Tianjin, China, heat up ongoing unrest 


Huge explosions in 

On Aug. 17, five days after explosions at a hazard- 
ous chemical warehouse killed and injured hundreds of 
firefighters, neighbors and factory workers, residents 
of Tianjin in China protested against government offi- 
cials’ complicity in the catastrophe. The warehouse was 
illegally close to three housing complexes, and stored a 
lethal cocktail of flammable chemicals and at least 700 
tons of sodium cyanide 70 times their licensed limit. 

Protesters demanded the government buy back the 
housing they dare not return to as the threat of airborne 
cyanide forced evacuation beyond a two-mile radius. 

ONLY THE BEGINNING OF DEVASTATION 

As we go to press, fires continue to burn from explo- 
sions compared to one five-hundredth of the force of the 
atomic bomb that devastated Hiroshima during World 
War II. Like Hiroshima, the effects on people only begin 
with the blast. Devastation following cyanide in the air 
or water would dwarf the toll of dead and wounded that 
officials so far admit to. 

Tianjin officials downplayed casualties, denied 
hazards and belatedly detained executives of the firm 
that owned the warehouse. This response echoes the 
reaction to the 1976 Tangshan earthquake. In the last 

Letter from Mexico 

CNTE teachers' goal: 
autonomous learning 

by J.G.F. Hector 

Mexico, DF — Since its split from the official teach- 
ers' union in 1979, the National Coordination of Edu- 
cation Workers (CNTE) has been struggling for au- 
tonomy, new labor relationships and a non-capitalist 
educational model. 

In September 2013, tens of thousands of people — 
teachers outside the CNTE, students, parents and ac- 
tivists — demonstrated throughout Mexico to show their 
rejection of the government's privatizing educational 
reforms. Since then, the CNTE has been working in- 
tensely on the design and realization of an alternative 
(autonomous) educational model. 

One year later, September 2014, the state-instigat- 
ed disappearance and murder of 47 students from the 
Ayotzinapa Normal school pushed dissident teachers to 
assume a new political role: They have been the main 
supporters of the parents' search for their missing chil- 
dren. By doing so, the teachers have made clear that 
their struggle is not isolated. They understand their 
struggle as a part of a nationwide battle against capital 
and its corrupt governments. 

In Guerrero, Michoacan, Chiapas and Oaxa- 
ca — states with a major presence of rural teach- 
ers — and also in Mexico City, teachers' solidarity 
with the parents of the Ayotzinapa students was 
concretized by the call to boycott June elections, 
with significant success in some places. "We don't 
want to vote on criminals," they said, echoing the 
demand of the Ayotzinapa parents, and they or- 
ganized to partially stop the "electoral circus." 

At the same time, the government's drive to im- 
pose the so-called "educational reform 1 ' did not stop. 
Evaluations to determine whether teachers are "compe- 
tent" workers or not — and, therefore, if they should be 
fired — have intensified, especially in this last year. In 
response, teachers from the CNTE have blocked build- 
ings where such evaluations were supposed to take 
place, and exhorted teachers belonging to the official 
union not to submit to them. The demand of the dis- 
sident teachers is clear: the state should immediately 
cancel the "educational reform." 

In July, the government attacked the teachers by 
firing all the members of the CNTE who worked at the 
Public Education State Institute of Oaxaca (IEEPO). 
Since then CNTE issued a national call both to boycott 
the 2015-2016 school year beginning at the end of Au- 
gust, and to have a national workers' strike. 

At first sight, the militant dissident teach- 
ers could be seen as a minority (compared to the 
teachers who belong to the official union). How- 
ever, as Marx said about the 1844 Silesian work- 
ers' strike, their "small" struggle carries within 
itself the dignity of the universal. 

This has been proved practically by other groups, 
including teachers not in CNTE, or with no experience 
as activists, who have become more sympathetic to 
CNTE demands. They, too, have experienced the puni- 
tive effects of the "educational reform." Similar teach- 
ers' struggles can now also be seen in Santiago, Chile, 
and in the U.S. in Chicago among other cities. 

The success of these struggles depends, of course, 
on the revolutionary activity of the teachers, on how 
they are able to relate to other workers, students, par- 
ents, activists, etc. At the same time, success depends 
on how they follow up with the creation of an alterna- 
tive educational model that would deepen their search 
for authentic autonomy. The success of the teachers' 
struggles depends on how they are able to face revolu- 
tionary tasks, in practice as well as in theory. 
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weeks of Mao Zedong's life, the Party treated the earth- 
quake which killed over half of Tangshan's million peo- 
ple as a state secret and refused outside aid. 

The con- 
nivance of 
Chinese of- 
ficials with 
private com- 
panies riding 
roughshod 
over safety is- 
sues is paral- 
lel to the 2013 
explosion of 
the fertilizer 
plant in West, 
Texas, within 
sight of the 
neighborhood 
school. 

Capitalists 
within China 
and abroad have 
expressed more 
consternation about other explosions and implosions. 
For example, the stock market crash dropped the paper 
value of private corporations by 8.5% nationwide, and 
by one-third or more on the key Shanghai and Shen- 
zhen exchanges. As exports first flattened and then be- 
gan declining, China devalued the yuan by 4.4%, only 
whetting the thirst of international bankers expecting 
further declines to follow. 

WAVES OF STRIKES SHOW WORKERS' REVOLT 

Those capitalists and China's rulers have been un- 
able to contain the working class, which has produced 
untold wealth for them. Strikes in China have tripled 
over the last two years. Thanks to the militancy of 
workers, and over the government union's obstruction, 
wages in "the world's workshop" have risen almost 12% 
a year from the below-subsistence wages that fueled its 
primitive accumulation of capital. 

Chinese companies as massive as Foxconn 
with its million workers have continued internal- 
ly migrating to lower wage areas such as Guiyang 
where the minimum wage is less than 40% of the 
wages in Shanghai and Shenzhen. 

Warehouse owner Ruihai Logistics in Tianjin 
shows how profitable it can be to break regulations. 
Workers at Dongguan Baoxing Electronics, producing 
for multinationals like Nokia and Samsung and set to 
close, are striking to win the severance pay guaranteed 
by law that so many companies do not pay. The com- 
pany will reopen in the same city, Dongguan, but with 
no right for workers to transfer. 

More and more, Chinese capitalists are joining 
multinationals in establishing production in Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Burma. The global race to the bottom 
demands not only lower wages and low or no environ- 
mental and safety protections, but the use of the state 
and its police powers to enforce corporate demands. If 
politicians, as always in the pocket of corporations, con- 

Disappearing miners 

Detroit — Escalating bankruptcies in the nation's 
coal industry paint a grim future for the industry and 
for coal miners and their families. The bankruptcies, 
sweeping the coal fields everywhere, have affected the 
largest and smallest mines. As a result, thousands of 
coal miners have been laid off. 

Alpha Natural Resources, the fourth largest coal 
company in the U.S., filed for bankruptcy in August. 
That followed Walter Energy, Patriot Coal and a num- 
ber of smaller companies in the past few months, which 
already had thrown thousands of coal miners out of 
their jobs. There are now some 80,000 surface and un- 
derground miners, about 8,000 fewer than a year ago. 

Coal prices have plummeted more than 70% in the 
past four years, dramatically reflected in today's mar- 
ket prices. The stock price of Peabody Energy, the coun- 
try's largest coal producer, dropped from $16 a share a 
year ago to about a dollar a share today. The thinking a 
few years ago was that China would be a lucrative coal 
market for the foreseeable future, but this has abruptly 
disappeared as China has cut back drastically. Coal 
consumption in the U.S. fell from 1.1 billion tons of coal 
in 2011 to 924 million tons last year, most of which went 
to coal-fired electricity generating plants. 

These forces now converging on the coal industry 
and resulting in massive layoffs are reminiscent of 
the late 1940s, when the industry began automating. 
In less than a decade, introduction of the continuous 
miner cut the number of unionized miners from half a 
million to around a hundred thousand. 

The economic conditions became so horrible that 
many miners' wives were forced into prostitution to 
keep their families alive. A report of these conditions in 
Welch, West Va., sparked food drives across the nation 
to feed the people there. Will we see a repeat of that 
horrific situation in the near future in the coal regions 
in the U.S.? — Andy Phillips 


tinue attacks on labor gains that now exist precariously 
state by state, the race to the bottom could go through 
the U.S. as well as China and Southeast Asia. 

— Bob McGuire 

Greece: crisis & revolt 

continued from p. 1 

however, despite its heated confrontations with the in- 
stitutions, is not the masses. Rather, it is between these 
two great forces, feeling pressure from both sides, which 
explains why Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras caved in to 
the creditors' most egregious demands. 

That reverses most of what Syriza ran on. The 
moratorium on home foreclosures ends. Prices of food 
and transport rise, as do social insurance contributions 
and taxes on the poor. The minimum wage, pensions 
and state spending are to be cut. "Reforms" will reduce 
workers' protections and grant market advantages to 
European multinationals, which will decimate small 
and medium businesses. European institutions will 
oversee sweeping privatization of public assets. 

Two previous "reform" packages reduced Greece's 
fiscal deficit, but led to a protracted depression. Un- 
employment is 27% and for youth is more than 50%. 
Real incomes and pensions are down by 40%. The GDP 
has fallen by a quarter. Public sector jobs have been 
slashed, and the average retirement age has soared. 

OPENING THE DOOR TO FASCISM 

The suffering of refugees on the island of Kos — 
many fleeing the genocidal Assad regime and Islamic 
State in Syria — may presage the future of the Greek 
working class. About 1,000 refugees were locked into 
a stadium overnight with little water and no food. Re- 
inforced by 200 riot police from Athens, cops assaulted 
adults and children, while local authorities deliberately 
kept conditions difficult to discourage future migrants. 

The neo-Nazi Golden Dawn party is exploiting 
anti-immigrant fears in this land of high joblessness 
and pretending to be the real opponent of European 
overlords, now that Syriza has transformed into the 
enforcer of austerity rather than its enemy. In reality, 
Golden Dawn has infiltrated the police and attacked, 
even killed, immigrants, workers and leftists. 

The past five years’ bailouts, far from helping the 
Greek masses, mainly transferred the debt owed to in- 
ternational banks, hedge funds and private investors 
onto the shoulders of Greek and European taxpayer- 
funded institutions. Nearly 90% of the new bailout is 
for debts, interest and support for Greek banks. 

Both the IMF and the European Commission now 
recognize that Greece needs debt reduction. Austerity 
has made matters worse for the Greek economy and the 
masses. Yet the latest deal intensifies austerity and in- 
cludes no debt reduction. 

This is not, as some pundits claim, a matter of 
dogma. It does reflect the drive to restore profitability 
to capitalists — mainly in northern Europe — which is 
helped by driving down Greek labor costs and destroy- 
ing "excess" Greek capital. 

As importantly, the rulers want to quash the re- 
bellion in Greece and prevent it from spreading. The 
governments whose workers have suffered most from 
austerity — Portugal, Spain, Ireland — are among those 
vociferously opposed to concessions. They don't want to 
see revolt rekindled in their own countries. 

SYRIZA'S ILLUSIONS 

Thus Germany used the negotiations to either 
force Syriza out of office or make them the bearers of 
austerity. Now a split has begun. Some in its Left be- 
lieve that Syriza has been used to legitimize austerity, 
and that its leadership under Tsipras even intention- 
ally took "initiatives to deactivate the dynamic that was 
emerging with the referendum" (see July 14 Jacobin 
interview with Stathis Kouvelakis). The party's Right 
thirsts to purge those who voted against the new aus- 
terity package. 

But Syriza's unstable unity is the result of the com- 
mon outlook of its Left, Right and Center, who all see 
state power as their path, even if that means taking 
over the management of Greek capitalism to save it. 

Tsipras embodies the contradiction between 
simultaneously fighting austerity and saving 
capitalism, putting his faith in "Europe" rather 
than the masses. He subordinated all else to ne- 
gotiations dominated by Germans asserting their 
hegemony in Europe. His illusions that Greece 
could split the "democratic" states in the EU and 
create a bloc to confront Germany only led to a 
dead end. 

While a small country like Greece cannot win alone 
without support from the peoples of Europe, Tsipras 
only asked the masses in other countries to pressure 
their own governments. He did not seek to stimulate 
the independent self-organization of those masses any 
more than of the Greeks. 

Thus international Left accusations of a "coup" 
carried out against Syriza evade its own self-defeating 
path of exalting the pursuit of state power over listen- 
ing to the movement from practice and encouraging 
workers' control of production and self-activity. 

— Franklin Dmifryev 
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A revolutionary attitude to Archives 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor's note: To highlight the new online avail- 
ability of the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection at www. 
rayadunayevskaya.org, we present excerpts of her Re- 
port on Marxist-Humanist Perspectives given Aug. 31, 
1985 (#10348 in the Collection). Here she takes up the 
development of the Marxist-Humanist concept of Ar- 
chives out of the category made of the totality of Marx's 
Archives as a new beginning for today. 


[S]eeing Marx’s works as a totality, especially the 
"new moments" in the works of his last decade, set a 
new task for future generations to work these out for 
their age. For Marxist-Humanists, that also illumi- 
nated the Marxist-Humanist Archives, because it set, 
in a totally new context, what is meant by catching 
the link of continuity with Marx's Marxism, as well as 
revealing that the discontinuity of an age, a century 
later, is no barrier to catching the continuity. Marxist- 
Humanism's Archives demonstrate that. It continues to 
motivate all our writings and activities. 

KEY IS THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT 

Let's now turn to the process of development of 
Marxist-Humanism in 
its three major philo- 
sophic works. The move- 
ment from practice that 
is itself a form of theory 
so predominated News 
and Letters Commit- 
tees' first period of de- 
velopment, culminating 
in the publication of my 
first book, Marxism and 
Freedom, that that work 
extended the expression 
"movement from prac- 
tice" (if going back into 
history can be called an 
extension) and disclosed 
that it characterized hu- 
man development before 
Marx. 

It is true that Marx alone rooted his entire 
discovery of a new continent of thought and of 
revolution in that movement from below. It is 
also true that the maturity of our age led us to 
make a category of that movement from practice. 
Nevertheless, strange as it may seem to talk of 
"unconsciousness" when speaking of Hegel, it is 
a fact that the movement from practice — in his 
period, the French Revolution — inspired Hegel 
to break with all previous philosophies. It dem- 
onstrates that the revolutionary nature of the di- 
alectic methodology was by no means limited to 
where Kant "stopped dead" in his modalities. On 
the contrary, dialectic methodology was the way 
philosophy would reflect and "transcend" reality. 

It was true of the Abolitionist activities, which in- 
cluded John Brown and Bloody Kansas, culminating in 
John Brown's attack on Harpers Ferry. This, Marx con- 
cluded, signaled the start of the Civil War in the U.S. It 
was Marx who had held, in his Preface to Capital: 

"Just as in the 18th century, the American War 
of Independence sounded the tocsin for the European 
middle class, so in the 19th century the Civil War did 
the same for the European working class." (He was re- 
ferring, of course, to the French Revolution in the first 
case and the First International Workingmen's Asso- 
ciation in the second.) 

THE MOVEMENT FROM PRACTICE... 

We discovered the movement from practice in 
1953 when we first broke through the mystical shroud 
Hegel had thrown over Absolute Idea in his mystically 
expressed "unity of theory and practice." Out of that 
movement, which demonstrated itself as a form of theo- 
ry, the historic-dialectic structure of Marxism and Free- 
dom was created. 

It also dictated the context in which we presented 
Lenin's break from his previous concept of the dialectic. 
His 1914 concept of the revolutionary nature of the dia- 
lectic separated the methodology of his attack on the 
betrayal of the Second International from that of all 
other revolutionaries, and governed his call for turning 
"the imperialist war into civil war." His practice of the 
dialectic of thought as well as of revolution underlined 
his call for a Third International. 

...IS ITSELF A FORM OF THEORY 

There was an attempt by many of the non-Stalinist 
Left to make our new category of the "movement from 
practice" merely an "update” they did not need. It took 
very nearly a whole decade in which we let all the new 
voices from below be heard — from Workers Battle Au- 
tomation and Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves 
to The Free Speech Movement and the Negro Revolu- 
tion, the "Weekly Political Letters from West Africa" 
as well as Notes on Women's Liberation: We Speak in 


Many Voices. It took witnessing the aborted revolutions 
of 1968, which had operated with [then radical activ- 
ist] Daniel Cohn-Bendit's concept of the sufficiency of 
catching theory "en route," to finally force the wholly 
new and original development of "Absolute Negativity 
as New Beginning." This was finally recognized as very 
far from a mere "update.” 

RELATION OF OBJECTIVE TO SUBJECTIVE (OR) 
A NEW BEGINNING FROM MARXISM 

I had, way back in 1960, written to Herbert Mar- 
cuse on the Absolute Idea and liberation movements in 
the emergence of a Third World. I called these "random 
thoughts” a corollary to Marxism and Freedom. What 
I kept developing in these "random thoughts," not by 
any means all addressed to Herbert Marcuse, was the 
relationship of objective to subjective, notion to reality. 
I insisted that even that had not exhausted the tasks of 
revolutionaries, who must interpret Marxism for their 
own age — that it is they who must chisel out from total- 
ity itself a new beginning. It was 1973 before this was 
fully worked out as Philosophy and Revolution, from 
Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao. 

ABSOLUTE NEGATIVITY AS NEW BEGINNING 

That work began with "Why Hegel? Why Now?” 
presenting Absolute Negativity as New Beginning and 

thus, in the very first 
chapter, hewing out also 
a "new Hegel" — that is, 
this age's reinterpreta- 
tion of Hegel that no oth- 
ers had done, and at the 
same time, detailing se- 
riously Marx's roots, as 
well as Lenin's "Shock of 
Recognition." 

Part II of Philoso- 
phy and Revolution then 
faced "Alternatives" — 

other revolutionaries 
such as Trotsky, and 
Mao as well as "Sartre, 
the Outsider Looking 
In." Only after the new 
on the Hegelian Dia- 
lectics of our age and only after Marx and Lenin, did 
I turn to the rise of a "new Humanism" in East Eu- 
rope and in Africa, especially in the writings of Frantz 
Fanon, in Part III, against the background of the ob- 
jective world of state-capitalism in their lands. Only 
then did we turn, in the final Chapter 9, to the "New 
Passions and New Forces" of the 1960s. Whether as in 
the first chapter of Philosophy and Revolution, or in the 
academic form in which I presented it to the Hegel So- 
ciety of America, the point was that "Absolute Idea as 
New Beginning" could not be left in a "general" state, 
but had to be made concrete for one's own age. 

The events of the 1970s were by no means limited 
to President Richard Nixon's Pax Americana and the 
then still-continuing Vietnam War, 
which shook the world. At one and the 
same time, Mao initiated two absolute 
opposite events in his last period — the 
chaotic activities of his Red Guards on 
the one hand, and rolling out the red 
carpet for Nixon-Kissinger, on the oth- 
er. Nixon's political horrors no sooner 
ended than the world was confronted 
by so deep and so new a stage of global 
economic crisis that it brought about 
structural changes in the so-called 
private capitalist orbit. Instead of 
that succeeding in finally shaking up 
post-Marx Marxists, they continued 
their non-comprehension of Marx's 
greatest work, Capital. It is this that 
led to a new pamphlet by us on To- 
day's Global Crisis, Marx's Capital, 
and the Marxist Epigones Who Try to 
Truncate It. 

NEW MOMENTS IN MARX'S LAST DECADE 

Far, however, from only counter-revolution continu- 
ing its dominance, great new revolutionary awakenings 
were emerging, including the revolutionary force of 
Women's Liberation becoming a Movement, as well as 
new revolutionary upsurges in what was fascist Portu- 
gal, initiated from Africa, and in the Shah's Iran. They 
coincided with the transcription at long last of Marx's 
Ethnological Notebooks. These opened for us the "new 
moments” Marx experienced in his last decade, which 
disclosed a new trail from his 1880s to our 1980s. Marx's 
Archives, the view of his work as a totality, revealed a 
new concept Marx had of objectivity, which included the 
development of the masses in motion. It created a new 
way to look at our Marxist-Humanist Archives. 

In summation: the 1970s called for a balance 
sheet of all post-Marx Marxists, beginning with 
Engels and continuing to our age. Though Engels' 
first book after the death of Marx — his Origin of 
the Family, Private Property and the State — dis- 


closed how far apart were Marx's and Engels' 
views on the "Woman Question," this was by no 
means the only dialectical difference between 
them. The most critical and all-sided divergence 
was Marx's multilinear view of human develop- 
ment vs. Engels' unilinear view. 

It is true that Lenin opened a Great Divide in post- 
Marx Marxism. His actual practice of the dialectics of 
revolution succeeded in achieving the only successful 
proletarian revolution in history. Anyone who attempts 
to skip over that Great Divide does it at his peril. It 
remains the ground, but ground is not the whole. It is 
neither a sum total nor totality as new beginning for 
our age. 

FORM OF ORGANIZATION NOT THE ANSWER 

The revolutionary theoretician, Rosa Luxemburg, 
was right in pointing to the question of the needed new 
relationship of spontaneity to the Party, and insisting 
on the uniqueness of revolutionary democracy continu- 
ing the "day after" and not only the "day before" and 
"day of revolution. It is this question that became a 
focal point of Marxist-Humanism's new work, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philoso- 
phy of Revolution. At the some time, it became clear 
that the question of the dialectics of the Party was not 
approached in full either by Lenin or by Luxemburg. 
Marxist-Humanists were right when, from the begin- 
ning, they broke with Lenin's concept of "vanguard 
party." Luxemburg, too, however, offered no truly fun- 
damental answer with her concept of spontaneity, once 
she nevertheless remained in the Party. Furthermore, 
she continued to be totally wrong on the National Ques- 
tion in her concrete opposition to Self-Determination of 
oppressed nations, placing them as "nationalistic" and 
bourgeois. In a word, the answer could not be found by 
remaining on the level only of form of organization. 

Instead, the imperative need, at the very end 
of both a learning experience and engaging in a 
new battle of ideas with such great revolutionar- 
ies as Lenin and Luxemburg, was to grapple, all 
over again, with that missing link of philosophy, 
the dialectic — the dialectic of revolution, the dia- 
lectic of thought, and The Dialectic of the Party 
(the subject of our new new-book- to-be). 

That missing link had plagued post-Marx Marxism 
ever since the death of Marx in 1883 until Lenin's redis- 
covery, at the outbreak of World War I, of Marx's roots 
in the Hegelian dialectic, which produced the Great 
Divide in post-Marx Marxism. Lenin, however, did not 
show the process of arriving at those great revolution- 
ary conclusions, did not make public his Philosophic 
Notebooks. 

REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE 

After Marxism and Freedom, which first disclosed 
the Great Divide, and after Philosophy and Revolution, 
which spelled out Absolute Idea as New Beginning, 
came the latest grappling with the dialectic in Chapter 
11 of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution, "The Philoso- 
pher of Permanent Revolution Creates 
New Ground for Organization," which 
ended with a sum-up of Marx's theory of 
permanent revolution, 1843-1883, in the 
context of this age, on the relationship of 
organization to philosophy. It disclosed 
that there was still need of the dialectic 
as Second Negativity, as the total up- 
rooting. It is that which determined the 
creation of the final Chapter 12 in that 
work, on the Trail to the 1980s, which 
climaxed in a final section, "A 1980s 
View." 

It is necessary to re-emphasize this. 
It was only as we were coming to the con- 
clusion of this work and called Marx's 
"new moments" the trail to the 1980s 
that we finally summarized Marx's 
Marxism and not only Hegel's Absolute 
Idea both as totality and as a new beginning for our 
age, as organization and philosophy, as dialectics of 
revolution and of thought, the whole of the dialectic. It 
spelled out, at one and the same time, that the catch- 
ing of the continuity with Marx's Marxism and seeing 
that the hundred-years' discontinuity between the ages 
was Marxist-Humanist continuity or the working out of 
Marx's Humanism for our age. 

THE NEED FOR THE TOTALITY OF MARX 

It is that look at the totality of Marx's Marxism 
as new beginning, that new look at Marx's Archives, 
that also led us to see the Marxist-Humanist Archives 
in a new way. It is this discernment which produced 
the uniqueness of the final, fourth section of Chapter 
12— "A 1980s View".... 

Thus we express the urgent need to uproot the 
counterrevolution, whether in the form of Pieter Botha 
in South Africa or Ronald Reagan in the U.S., so that, 
roughly, theoretically and practically, that it will cre- 
ate the humus for actual revolution, toward which the 
American Revolution is most crucial. 
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John Brown and collaborators In a portrait by David Hunter Strother, AKA Porte 
Crayon, drawn at the time titled "The Arraignment." 
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Occupy: Democracy revolution and philosophy 



David Graeber, the author of The Democracy Proj- 
ect: A History, a Crisis, a Movement (Spiegel & Grau, 
2013), is a well-known anarchist anthropologist and 
activist, an insider in starting Occupy 
Wall Street (OWS). 

The book presents a close-up view 
of the activity and the thinking of OWS, 
and a contemporary treatise on revolu- 
tionary organization. Graeber explains 
that it "is not just a book about Occupy, 
but about the possibility of democracy 
in America. Even more, it's about the 
opening up of the radical imagination 
that Occupy allowed." 

The book contends that "Democracy is 
as old as history” and tries to equate real democracy 
with anarchism. A section on the American Revolution 
and its aftermath discusses how democratic tenden- 
cies flowed from it. 3 As against that, suppressing what 
John Adams called "the horrors of democracy" was a 
major part of the Constitution's design. 

Refreshingly, this book is revolutionary and 
anti-capitalist — unlike allegedly radical books 
like Naomi Klein's This Changes Everything. 
Graeber devotes several pages to explaining why 
OWS was "an explicitly revolutionary movement." 

This movement "rejected the existing political or- 
der entirely" and issued "an explicit appeal to class 
politics, a complete reconstruction of the existing politi- 
cal system, a call (for many at least) not just to reform 
capitalism but to begin dismantling it entirely." 

Graeber bluntly describes "the police as an insti- 
tutional structure" representing "the overall structure 
of power" — a lesson many occupiers were slow to learn, 
repeating that cops (and prison guards) are "part of the 
99%" even after police brutality. 

Unfortunately, Graeber raises organizational form 
above everything else. "How Change Happens,” one of 
only five chapters, devotes 60 pages to "a series of prac- 
tical ideas and suggestions" from consensus to camping. 

SUBSTITUTING PROCESS FOR PHILOSOPHY 


Why all this detail? Because to him the "anarchist” 
process is more important than philosophy, and he has 
faith that the process will lead to the new society. Yet 
only one page of the "strategies" mentions workers' self- 
organization, self-activity, self-management. 

Graeber's stress on the "spirit" of the form of or- 
ganization misses the point that process and form of 
organization can't substitute for the actual spirit of 
the movement, whose disastrous transformation we 
witnessed firsthand at Occupy Chicago while the form 
of organization remained the same. From what I have 
read (though not in this book), the same transformation 
occurred elsewhere, such as in New York. 

In recapitulating some of the thinking about form 
preceding OWS, Graeber writes: 

"Back in the days of the Global Justice Movement 
we thought that if we exposed enough people, around 
the world, to these new forms of direct democracy, and 
traditions of direct action, that a new, global, democrat- 
ic culture would begin to emerge. But as noted above, 
we never really broke out of the activist ghetto....” 

Until OWS, that is. By then "horizontalist" activ- 
ists had chosen to focus on "developing forms of egali- 
tarian political process that actually work; forms of di- 
rect democracy....” 

Through sleight of hand, the book absorbs what 
is desirable in the author's eyes into anarchism. The 
attempt to define it is so overly broad that many who 
are not anarchists would be included: a "movement 
that aims to bring about a genuinely free society.... In 
this sense there have always been anarchists...." Then 
Graeber narrows it again in order to draw a distinction 
from Marxism, which, in his typical anarchist view, is 
falsely defined by an insistence to "seize state power... 
and use its mechanisms to transform society.” 

Despite his partisanship in the field of philosophi- 
cal schools, a certain glibness obscures just how intense 
the author's dismissal of philosophy is. In reality, his 
faith in form of organization (which includes process) 
excludes any role for philosophy of revolution. He comes 
close by posing the need to transform common sense, 
but that doesn't go anywhere. "What might a revolution 
in common sense actually look like? I don't know...." 
Whereupon he proceeds to list some pieces of "conven- 
tional wisdom” to challenge. 

One might have hope when he raises among them 
"the nature of work" and "What is labor?" But it be- 
comes another opportunity to tar socialists with the old 
accusation of productivism, and hold up anarchists as 
those who rejected it, as if there never had been a Marx- 
ist-Humanist critique of automation and the planners 
(state-capitalist rulers and bureaucrats, union bureau- 
crats, intellectual planners) who fell for its siren song! 
And "What is labor?" poses nothing like Marx's and 
Marxist-Humanism's concept of what it would mean to 


* The discussion is fatally flawed by omitting any discussion 
of slavery or the Black dimension. For a deeper view, see the 
News & Letters pamphlet America 's First Unfinished Revolu- 
tion: The untold story of the true creators of independence — the 
workers, yeomanry, Blacks and women together with Part I of 
American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard. 


establish the kind of society where labor is life's first 
necessity rather than a mere alienated means to life. 

In total separation from any discussion of labor as 
creative self- activity, he states the "obvious": "Labor 
is virtuous if it helps others." By way of indicating "a 
mother, a teacher, or caregiver" as models for what la- 
bor should be, he arrives at the grand conclusion that 
"the perfect revolutionary demand" is "a planetary debt 
cancellation." 

In his view, debt forces people to work in jobs they 
don't want to do — what Marx called labor as "a means 
of life." In general, debt is the dominant economic cat- 
egory for Graeber. His superficial analysis of class and 
capitalism, whose contemporary crisis he blames on "fi- 
nancialization of capitalism," fits easily with his focus 
on debt. Politically he spells it out this way: 

"The 1% were the ones creating the rules for how 
the political system works, and had turned it into one 
based on legalized bribery." So "challenging the role of 
money in politics is by definition a revolutionary act." 

The Democracy Project never confronts the nature 
of capitalism as more than an extension of the ages-old 
phenomenon of debt. It does not grasp capitalism as be- 
ing based in a historically specific manner on the sepa- 
ration of the worker from the means of production; as 


being characterized by the dialectical inversion of dead 
labor dominating living labor; as being driven by the 
self-movement of value, whose nature must be grasped 
to understand the movement of debt and money. The 
value form is the source of what Marx called the fetish- 
ism of commodities, which must be dispelled as an in- 
tegral part of establishing a totally new form of society. 

From this truncated concept of how deep and total 
the uprooting needs to be, he concludes that "All soci- 
eties are communistic at base, and capitalism is best 
viewed as a bad way of organizing communism. " 

In reality he is putting philosophy off to later, while 
everything is left up to practice: 

"Myself, I am less interested in deciding what sort 
of economic system we should have in a free society 
than in creating the means by which people can make 
such decisions for themselves. This is why I spent so 
much of this book talking about democratic decision- 
making.... 

"Even what now seem like major screaming ideo- 
logical divides are likely to sort themselves easily 
enough in practice." 

Graeber thus falls victim to his cult of anarchism — 
both as a school of thought and as a habit of subordinat- 
ing thought to practice. — Franklin Dmitryev 


Philip Zimbardo and Marx's Humanism 


Oakland, Calif. — On July 24, a remarkable discus- 
sion with Philip Zimbardo followed the San Francisco 
premiere of The Stanford Prison Experiment, a movie 
based on his notorious 1971 experiment. In the two-week 
experiment, well-balanced students were randomly as- 
signed the roles of prison guards or prisoners. The movie 
recreates the unfolding of the actual experiment, which 
had to be stopped early when "guards" became sadistic 
while "prisoners" displayed extreme stress. 

The first person to speak in the discussion ex- 
claimed that Zimbardo should have been fired and she 
walked out. The second person, former Black Panther 
Elaine Brown, thanked Zimbardo profusely for showing 
graphically how the prison power relationship engen- 
dered the behavior of these individuals. Brown said his 
study has been invalu- 
able to the prisoners' 
movement against the 
brutal conditions in Cal- 
ifornia prisons. 

Indeed, those in 
Zimbardo's research 
circle became expert 
witnesses against the 
arbitrary guard-run 
system of gang vali- 
dation that has kept 
so many in perpetual 
solitary confinement 
in California prisons. 

Zimbardo went on 
to write a best seller, 

The Lucifer Effect: Un- 
derstanding How Good 
People Turn Evil, in 
2007 after he testified about why U.S. soldiers inflicted 
torture at Abu Ghraib Prison in Iraq. 

The Lucifer Effect condemns not just social situa- 
tions that produce evil but also the whole system that 
produces those situations. What is the connection be- 
tween the system and this misery into which everyday 
relations can so easily collapse? The book concludes that 
what can make a difference is highlighting the banality 
of evil and encouraging the pervasive unrecognized good 
in everyday heroic acts that resist situational influences. 

Zimbardo rightly calls "dehumanization," or 
"the perception that other people are less than 
human," central to transforming "ordinary peo- 
ple into...perpetrators of evil." 

The meaning of that little word "human" was 
Marx's focus when he first criticized psychology, and 
science in general, for being a lie insofar as it has a dif- 
ferent basis than life. Being human turned for Marx on 
needing human beings as human beings, namely need- 
ing them according to their species character as free 
beings whose self-determining, free, conscious activity 
is not a mere means but the first necessity of life. 

Though Marx contrasted being human with alien- 
ated labor that turned the worker's life activity into a 
mere means to life, being human is a more total con- 
cept. What throws post-Marx Marxists for a loop is that 
Marx singled out the man/woman relationship as the 
most fundamental in measuring whether we need a hu- 
man being as a human being. Marx's principle of free- 
dom as human essence never changed yet was multi- 
dimensional from the start and was open to the new. 
This principle shaped Marx's whole life of revolution- 
ary theory and practice, including in the end (1875) his 
concept of an explicitly Marxist organization. 

This humanism was implicit in the objection from 
one student assigned the role of prisoner, that he was not 
being treated like a human being. He was met with bru- 
tal punishment for saying so. Another telling moment 


was when Zimbardo came in to call off the experiment 
after only six days and the first question from the stu- 
dent assigned the role of guard, dubbed "John Wayne" 
because he took the lead in new imaginitive ways to hu- 
miliate the prisoners, was whether they were going to 
get paid for the full two weeks. This concern with pay 
reveals the pervasive "situational variable" that infects 
"pure" science, namely the cash nexus between humans 
that degrades human activity into a mere means. 

When Marx declared that any science that is sepa- 
rate from life is "a priori a lie," it meant that science 
can never be reduced to identifying how social situations 
change people. In other words, the remedy for the "Lucifer 
effect” is not merely encouraging heroic ethical individu- 
als. Take, for example, Marx's statement that "social be- 
ing determines conscious- 
ness." For many post-Marx 
Marxists, Marx's concept 
of science stopped with 
this observation. To them, 
behaving ethically is an 
afterthought. Marx's more 
total concept of being "ac- 
tive scientifically” included 
individual responsibility 
that began from his own 
"theoretical existence as 
social being." Theoretical 
existence as a social be- 
ing is itself the activity of 
a "general consciousness” 
that confronts the hostility 
between actual social be- 
ing and being truly human, 
that is, free "species-life." The goal is to overcome the 
hostility between individual life and species life in a way 
that never again counterposes society as an abstraction 
against the individual. 

Nothing reveals the multi-dimensional struggle to 
achieve Marx's real "species-life" better than the ongo- 
ing struggle against perpetual solitary confinement, or 
torture, in California's prisons. (See Pelican Bay Hun- 
ger Strikers: "We want to be validated as human" and 
its 2014 update "Prisoners in solitary, in the new Bas- 
tille aim to break today's 'mind-forged manacles. "') 

Faruq, a California prisoner (see page 8), 
wrote that the prison movement for new human 
relations is one with the "efforts in various coun- 
tries today trying to lift the curse of capital social 
relations." Both, he added, are a "quest to unify 
subjectivity and objectivity — in other words, for 
an individual's thinking/feelings to be reflected 
in their given reality. With such a full expression 
of humanism society can be reconstructed on hu- 
man foundations." 

Since the Stanford prison experiment, Philip Zim- 
bardo has done much to question psychology as a science 
beyond the "ethical time capsule" in which that experi- 
ment occurred and which he said could never be re- 
peated today. Yet the totality of the present crisis means 
we are not only being ethically tested anew whether on 
pervasive prison brutality or when Italian Prime Minis- 
ter Matteo Renzi called Europe’s calculated neglect — re- 
sulting in 900 deaths of fleeing immigrants — our day's 
"Srebrenica" (see "Refugees risk death fleeing war, ter- 
ror and climate chaos" July-Aug. N&L). 

Our day, in Europe as elsewhere, again has an un- 
dertow of genocidal fascist nationalism out to reduce 
the other to less than human and is actively derailing 
any ethical treatment of today's millions of refugees. 
Facing that reality demands a full return to Marx's 
original humanist philosophy of freedom as the abso- 
lute opposite to alienated labor. — Ron Kelch 
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Bosnian Americans gathered 
in front of the Bosnian Consulate in 
Chicago on July 11 for a vigil on the 20th 
anniversary of the Srebrenica massacre. 
More than a hundred people were there 
to remember the 8,500 men and boys in 
Srebrenica slaughtered by Serb chau- 
vinist forces under NATO "protection" in 
1995, but also to let the world know. 
Participants displayed banners and 
signs like "Genocidal Serb Republic’ 
is a shame for Europe," while other 
Bosnians handed out leaflets for the 
July 27 Srebrenica commemoration 
by Chicago News and Letters. They 
treated N&L, publisher of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina: Achilles Heel of West- 
ern Civilization, warmly as participants 
in the vigil and march. Bob McGuire 

Chicago 

"Twenty years after Srebrenica: A 
Women's Court demands justice" (July- 
Aug. N&L ) takes up an extraordinary 
event, the Women's Court, that took 20 
years to bring into being and whose very 
process showed that the fascists failed to 
destroy the unity of a multiethnic soci- 
ety. In that war of annihilation against 
a civilian population, what happened 
to women and girls was unprecedented. 
Women and girls were not only consid- 
ered "spoils of war"; the rape of women 
and girls in Bosnia and Herzegovina was 
a deliberate tactic. Men were ordered to 
rape and murder women brutally and 
publicly. The purpose was to destroy 
each individual family and an entire 
culture and way of life. It is necessary to 
make a category of both the oppression 
and the revolt of women — in activity and 
in thought — if we are to uproot this sex- 
ist, racist, militaristic, capitalist society. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 


In my view, "Refugees risk death 
fleeing war, terror and climate chaos" 
(July-Aug. N&L ) lacks stressing the 
concept of immigrants and refugees as 
revolutionary subjects. There are some 
elements there, like the demonstrations 
and hunger strikes of Africans at the 
Italy/France border and how this chal- 
lenges capitalism. How- 
ever, the concept needs 
to be more stressed and 
developed since the fo- 
cus of the article make 
us think of the refugees 
more as "victims" than as 
subjects. This would pose 
the self-development of 
an important revolutionary subjectivity, 
just as N&L does every issue, letting us 
hear the voices of prisoners as a form in 
itself of theory. J.G.F. Hector 

Mexico City, Mexico 

"Refugees risk death fleeing war, 
terror and climate chaos" takes up the 
growing fascistic undertow of narrow 
nationalism in the face of the continu- 
ing crisis under the regime of global 
capital. The Italian Prime Minister's in- 
vocation of Srebrenica showed how that 
moment has been etched into European 
consciousness. New facts are coming out 
about how all sides knew exactly what 
was going to happen and did nothing, in- 
cluding the Dutch peacekeepers charged 
by the UN with protecting Srebrenica as 
a safe haven. Marxist-Humanist 

S.F. Bay Area 


STRUGGLES AGAINST RACISM 

I was surprised and encouraged 
by what family members in Chattanoo- 
ga, Tenn., told me about the reaction 



DEBATES ON GAY MARRIAGE AND QUEER LIBERATION 


I was overwhelmed by how many 
of my friends posted messages cel- 
ebrating the Supreme Court ruling 
on gay marriage. Many posted pix of 
themselves or relatives in same-sex 
relationships. It's about equal rights 
but also about recognizing the dignity 
of people of all sexual orientations. The 
legal structure was pushed into recog- 
nizing equal rights, grudgingly, by a 
movement long in the making that has 
grown swiftly in recent years, winning 
the hearts and minds of the majority 
of the U.S. in an astoundingly short 
time. Activist 

Southern California 

On the day the Supreme Court 
legalized gay marriage, several hun- 
dred Transgender activists rallied and 
marched in Greenwich Village. Young 
Trans people took the lead down the 
streets. When the NYPD couldn't force 
us back onto the curb, people went be- 
yond the designated march zone. Our 
march, independent of the official Pride 
March, was critical of the Supreme 
Court decision and all other false re- 
formist solutions to the glaring prob- 
lems affecting the Trans community: 
poverty, incarceration, homelessness, 
lack of educational opportunities and 
lack of decent housing. Natalia 

New York City 

I strongly disagree with "What is 
Transgender solidarity?" by Jaz (July- 
Aug. N&L). Bad politics or not, Caitlyn 
Jenner is still a heroine to me. 

Trans in New York 
New York 

*** 

All of us who are for freedom, for 
true human liberation, stand in oppo- 
sition to Caitlyn Jenner's politics and 
philosophy. As an unapologetic Repub- 
lican, she stands with a party carrying 
on many wars: against women, against 
the middle-class and the poor, against 
the disabled, against racial minorities, 
against workers, against immigrants; 
and against the Queer community. I 
say to you, Ms. Jenner, I stand in sup- 
port of those who, without equivoca- 


tion, seek and work for a society built 
upon truly human foundations. 

Elise 

Chicago 

Jaz seems to put oppression on a 
scale. Where you are on that scale de- 
termines whether your actions merit 
support. Capitalism hurts everyone, 
even those who benefit from it. They, 
too, are denied becoming fully human. 
Caitlyn Jenner's suffering as a Trans- 
gender person should not be put on a 
scale against others' suffering. Her 
coming out about her experience is 
to be celebrated as a moment of lib- 
eration. At the very least she deserves 
credit for bringing a conversation about 
Transgender to the mainstream. 

Feminist 

Oakland 

*** 

Jaz was not afraid to voice an un- 
popular stance against Caitlyn Jenner. 
If we're really committed to treating 
human beings as human beings, then a 
person's politics should not be set aside 
for those who are LGBTI, disabled, of 
color, etc. To do so sells short the move- 
ment for human liberation. It is that 
movement that Jaz makes clear she is 
so passionately for. Terry Moon 

Chicago 

The upcoming national U.S. Trans 
Survey conducted by the National Cen- 
ter for Transgender Equality will be 
the largest and most comprehensive 
survey of Transgender America in 
history. SAGE, a senior center for the 
LGBTQ community, will be opening 
their doors on a Saturday to facilitate 
people using their computers to fill 
out the survey. The LGBTQ Center on 
13th Street has also been encouraging 
Trans people to participate, as has the 
Sylvia Rivera Law Project. People are 
excited by the possibility that finally 
the U.S. will come to realize the depth, 
breadth, richness and diversity of the 
Trans community. We will no longer be 
an invisible minority suffering through 
a transphobic culture. Trans activist 

New York City 



to the gunning down of four marines 
and a sailor by Muhammad Youssef 
Abdulazeez. They told me that the city 
was on lockdown and there was a no-fly 
zone over Hamilton County, but there 
was no outburst of anti-Muslim senti- 
ment, as there had been in other places. 
A huge interfaith service at the Olivet 
Baptist Church was attended by scores 
of Muslims as well as Christians and 
Jews. People from almost all of the ar- 
ea's congregations mingled and shared 
thoughts. The way the city came togeth- 
er showed a deep striving for a better 
world by the masses, and is a sign of how 
the South is changing. We are happy to 
get rid of the "stars and bars,” a flag of 
the deepest treason as well as racism, 
though it is sad that it took a tragedy to 
bury it. D. Cheneville 

Oakland 

President Obama could give our na- 
tion a great civics lesson if he were to 
point out that this country's mass in- 
carceration of 2.5 million and blatantly 
discriminatory drug laws could be seen 
as another racist reaction to the Civil 
Rights Movement. Htun Lin 

S.F. Bay Area 

Since 2002, the Southern Rural 
Black Women's Initiative for Social and 
Economic Justice, a collective of women 
leaders across Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia, has worked to end racist, gen- 
der, class, cultural, economic, medical 
and religious barriers facing Black wom- 
en and families in rural, impoverished 
areas. Their recently released report, 
"Unequal Lives; the State of Black Wom- 
en and Families in the Rural South," 
shows that on nearly every social indi- 
cator of well-being, Black women, girls 
and children in the rural South rank low 
or last. The report's recommendations 
include addressing the extreme lack of 
funding for rural nonprofits and institu- 
tions, creating targeted programs, com- 
prehensive sex education, and "alterna- 
tive economic models" of worker-owned 
businesses. Let's do that! Feminist 

Memphis 

It is scary how many news commen- 
tators are laughing at Donald Trump's 
plan to deport U.S. citizens born of Mex- 
ican immigrants and to end birthright 
citizenship, because that would violate 
the 14th Amendment. Other Republican 
candidates immediately brought those 
unconstitutional, racist, fringe schemes 
into the mainstream, saying "Me too.” 
If the next demagogue claims a popular 
mandate to deport toddlers with citizen- 
ship, it is no stretch to find a need to 
deport all descendants of ex-slaves who 
became citizens with the 14th Amend- 
ment. Look at the Muslim Rohingya: 
in Burma for generations, they are now 
denied citizenship, dispossessed and 
attacked by troops and mobs. Take se- 
riously and push back against Trump's 
threats. Observer 

Kansas City 


AFTER CECIL, PEOPLE ARE NEXT 

I am glad to see the public outrage 
regarding trophy hunting after the ac- 
tions of a U.S. hunter who killed a well- 
known and loved lion in Zimbabwe. 
Casual violence to animals, and trophy 
hunting is an extreme form of it, often 
leads to casual violence to humans. I 
am surprised that more people don't get 
this and trivialize what happened to Ce- 
cil the Lion. The underlying issue is a 
disregard for life in general, and the out- 
rage over cruelty to animals is a gateway 
to confronting the disregard for human 
life including especially violence to chil- 
dren and minorities. 

Animal and people lover 
S.F. Bay Area 


TEACHERS AND CHILDREN 

"Chicago teachers prepare to strike" 
(July-Aug. N&L) correctly, and unfortu- 
nately, identifies Illinois Gov. Rauner as 
"holding the poor and workers hostage 
to extort passage of his union-busting 
bills." Rauner has made stricter eligi- 
bility rules for the Childcare Assistance 
Program (CAP) for working mothers. 
About 90% of new applicants will not 
qualify. This is separate from the budget 
struggle. Rauner is the exact opposite 
of those who seek a world built on truly 
human relations: he doesn't care about 
helping poor mothers to get and stay on 
their feet, to support their families and 
get off welfare, he doesn't care about 
children. He is not the "warrior for our 
children" his wife Diana said he would 
be. Rauner is a warrior against our chil- 
dren. Very upset 

Illinois 

Hooray 
for the Chica- 
go Teachers' 
Union, whose 
ongoing bat- 
tles against 
state and cor- 
porate school 
privatization 
and their 
own working 
conditions is 
unseparated 
from "the 
schools our children deserve!” Unfortu- 
nately the Detroit Federation of Teach- 
ers (DFT) has learned nothing from 
Chicago. Its newly elected president, 
Steve Conn, has been recalled and is 
fighting for reinstatement instead of 
"the schools Detroit children deserve." 
Conn's election reflected the desperate 
hunger for change within the union. The 
Detroit Public Schools are battered by a 
hemorrhaging student population and 
a massive increase in charter schools. 
Conn refuses to listen to anyone else, 
including his own members. Meanwhile, 
Detroit children are cheated — like the 
fifth-grader who needs his fingers to 
add 3+4 and is nevertheless passed to 
the sixth grade. Retired DFT member 

Detroit 


WORKERS, CUSTOMERS PAY 

Recently I was unable to get 
through by phone to my local Walgreens. 
I went to pick up a prescription at 6:45 
PM on a Friday, to find one pharmacist 
and one assistant working. The assis- 
tant explained that when three nearby 
Walgreens had closed, all the customers 
were sent to their store, and consequent- 
ly call volumes were extremely heavy. 
The assistant has to run back and forth 
from the drive-up window to the coun- 
ter. They had received my prescription 
an hour before I came in but I had to 
wait another 25 minutes for it to be pre- 
pared. Everyone I told about this had 
similar experiences at their pharmacies. 
Walgreens is making more money with 
less people but both their customers and 
workers have to pay. Susan 

Detroit 

There have been takeovers of little 
drug stores by CVS, Walgreens and Rite- 
Aid since the Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) agreements in Chicago were cor- 
rupted by chain drugstores. The "agree- 
ment" was that TIF money would be used 
to support local businesses, but lo and 
behold, local drugstores found they could 
not compete with the chains, who myste- 
riously had an infusion of cash from the 
city. The jobs promised are disappearing 
and the big drugstores are pocketing the 
difference. January 

Chicago 
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DIALECTICS OF PHILOSOPHY AND OF FORCES OF REVOLUTION 


We had a very lively discussion on 
Dunayevskaya's book Marxism and Free- 
dom. When we talked about the idea of 
Black Masses as Vanguard, a Black per- 
son gave her opinion that the use of the 
word "Black" to denote all Black people, 
objectified them; she preferred the term 
"Black people." Another participant who 
was brought up in a racist 
household related how rac- 
ism permeated his family 
but that reading Malcolm 
X's Autobiography made 
him realize the absurdity of 
racism. Two other partici- 
pants asked about the 1968 
Russian invasion of Czecho- 
slovakia and Marxist-Humanism in 
Eastern Europe, and about McCarthyite 
repression of News and Letters Commit- 
tees. The conversation continued after 
the meeting, and everyone said they 
would return next week. Our goal is to 
cover the whole of Marxism and Free- 
dom. N&L activist 

Queens, N.Y. 

"No discontinuity can really achieve 
[a] new epochal "moment" unless it has 
established continuity with the historic 
course of human development." This 
quote (see "The meaning of revolution- 
ary archives," July-Aug. N&L) summa- 
rizes the essence of dialectics and helps 
us understand specifically the continu- 
ity within the discontinuity of the two 
parts in which the Marxist-Humanist 
archives are divided: 1) Marxist-Hu- 
manism in its origin as the theory of 
state-capitalism, and 2) its development 
as organization and as philosophy. 

In the 1940s, when Dunayevskaya 
was studying the Russian Five-Year 
Plans, she was at the same time deeply 
involved with philosophy, which she saw 
"as inherent in new revolutionary forces: 
labor, Black, women, youth." Like Marx, 
Dunayevskaya did not stop at the eco- 
nomic analysis or critique of capitalism, 
but saw within it the self-development of 
the masses who will destroy it. In other 
words: just like Hegel in his Science of 
Logic, Dunayevskaya let the subjectivity 
emerge dialectically from the objectivity, 
without separating both, or seeing them 


as absolute opposites. She went on to 
formulate a complete philosophy of hu- 
man emancipation based on the actions 
and thoughts of the masses giving birth 

to a new world. J.G.F. Hector 

Mexico 


FREE MUMIA! 

Medical tests, done 
only after the relentless 
demands of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal’s supporters, show 
that he has Hepatitis C, 
causing open wounds, 
skin rashes and the 
swelling of his lower extremities. Prison 
personnel knew that Hepatitis C was af- 
flicting Abu-Jamal for over five years! 
The prison is refusing to treat him, so 
his legal team is going to court to seek 
proper medical care. To join in the fight 
to save Abu-Jamal’s life and get him the 
care he needs, go to www.free-mumia. 
org. 

Kaitlin 

Chicago 


FEDERICO ARCOS, 1920-2015 

I remember Federico Arcos as a 
friend, a companero, a philosopher, a fel- 
low anarchist, poet, social activist, and 
a multi-dimensional autodidact. Fed- 
erico grew up in the old CNT districts 
of Barcelona in the 1920s and 1930s. He 
was a member of Los Quijotes del Ideal 
in the Barrio de Gracia in revolution- 
ary Barcelona in 1937. Unlike many of 
the Iberian anarchists who survived the 
Spanish Civil War and the total fascist 
oppression which followed, Federico did 
not spend all of his time grieving the 
horror of the Spanish tragedy. He un- 
derstood that the struggle for freedom 
is permanent. He did not hesitate to 
involve himself with the New Left anar- 
chists of the generation of the 1960s and 
1970s, my own generation. Forced out of 
Spain, Federico worked much of his life 
in a Ford factory in Windsor, Ontario, 
Canada. He was a respected rank-and- 
file union comrade, participating in the 



historic 110-day Canadian Auto Workers 
strike in Windsor in 1955. He was also 
a behind-the-scenes theoretician and 
supporter of the anarchosyndicalist- 
involved MEI strike in Duluth, Minn., 
and a point-of-production sympathy 
strike, in Mezzomerico and Novara, Ita- 
ly, in 1999-2000. Federico never failed to 
give us aid, answer our questions, calm 
and balance our jitters, give us thought- 
ful advice. He understood the true mean- 
ing of the word solidarity. Federico could 
quote large amounts of poetry by heart. 
Indeed, he believed in the power of the 
word, just as he believed in the power of 
freedom. As a poet myself, I was thrilled 
by his meditations on the human con- 
dition and his life, a life of meaningful 
dedication. Seamas Cain 

Duluth 


VOICES FROM BEHIND THE BARS 

N&L 

relates to 
our pris- 
oners' hu- 
man rights 
movement 
because at 
the core of 
each ar- 
ticle is a 
concrete 

example of collective work/responsibility 
and cooperative economics (socialism). 

Prisoner 
Tehachapi, Calif. 

*** 

I learned from my friends at News 
and Letters Committees that Marx's 
philosophy of revolution, the Marxian 
dialectic, is the essence of world history 
from primitive societies to present-day 
capitalism and in the constant battle 
of ideas. News & Letters is the only left- 
ist newspaper that can play a key role 
in the future political and social trans- 
formation that remains on the working 
masses' agenda. We must explore and 
find ways and means for News & Letters 
to become the newspaper of the working 
masses. 

Prisoner 
Terre Haute, Ind. 



I ran across an article in the San 
Francisco Bay View by Urszula Wislan- 
ka a few years ago. It spoke differently, 
in a way I had not heard before. Some- 
time later, I got a copy of News & Letters 
that was passed around. Here again was 
the voice I had not heard. I read it cover- 
to-cover. And though I didn't understand 
a lot of things, I knew I needed to under- 
stand it. 

What was different about it from 
the other "progressive" or even "radi- 
cal" voices was that it seemed to focus 
not just on how bad things are but what 
would make a difference, how to go 
about making that difference. So I stuck 
with it. When I began reading it, I was 
barely literate. Now I read all the time. 
I am a different person, ready to prove it 
"outside." 

Prisoner 

California 

I have been in an isolation cell since 
April 15: no running water 24/7, lights 
on 24/7, on camera 24/7, a generator 
runs 24/7 so loud the lights are rattling 
out of the ceiling. The lights, no sleep 
and water are the worst. I have been on 
a hunger strike on and off for 90 days. 
I've lost 64 pounds so far. I was on a hun- 
ger strike in 1981-82 for nearly 70 days, 
and almost died. This state of New Jer- 
sey is a slave state. 

Prisoner 
New Jersey 

*** 

Your paper is informative and up to 
date. We all learn from what is printed 
in this paper. Please keep me informed. 

Prisoner 
Amarillo, Texas 


TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate $5 for a prisoner who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. Prisoners are eli- 
gible to continue their free sub- 
scriptions when they first get 
released, at a time when the 
system tries to make them forget 
the struggle. 


SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS 


by Raya Dunayevskaya 

□ Marxism and Freedom: from 1776 until Today 

Foreword by Joel Kovel $24.95 

□ Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to Sartre 

and from Marx to Mao $24.95 

□ Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution 1991 edition. 

Foreword by Adrienne Rich $24.95 

□ Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu- 
tion: Reaching for the Future $24.95 

□ The Power of Negativity: Selected Writings on the 

Dialectic in Hegel and Marx $24.95 

□ Crossroads of History: Marxist-Humanist Writings 

on the Middle East $10.00 

□ The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism 

$ 10.00 

□ The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism: 
Two Historic-Philosophic Writings 

$3.00 paperback, $10.00 hardcover 

□ American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as 

Vanguard 40th anniversary edition $10.00 

□ Marx's Capital and Today's Global Crisis 

Includes critiques of Ernest Mandel and Tony Cliff $8.00 

□ Myriad Global Crises of the 1980s and the Nuclear 

World since World War II $8.00 

□ Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and 

the Afro-Asian Revolutions $5.00 

□ Guides to Collection and Supplement to the Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection: Marxist-Humanism: 

A Half Century of Its World Development 

Full description of 1 7,000-page microfilm collection $5.00 

□ The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection — 
Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of Its World 
Development A 17,000-page microfilm collection on 9 reels 
available from Wayne State University, Detroit, Ml 48202 

$165.00 


Dunayevskaya en Espahol 

□ Marxismo y libertad $10.00 

□ Filosoffa y revolucion $10.00 

□ Rosa Luxemburgo, la liberacion femenina, y la 

filosoffa marxista de revolucion $10.00 

□ Una trilogia de revolucion todo en un solo libro: 

Marxismo y libertad; Filosoffa y revolucion; y 
Rosa Luxemburgo la liberacion femenina y la 
filosoffa marxista de la revolucion $25.00 

□ La liberacion femenina y la dialectica de la 
revolucion: Tratando de alcanzar el futuro $10.00 

□ El poder de la negatividad: Escritos sobre la 

dialectica en Hegel y Marx $10.00 

□ Contradicciones historicas en la civilizacion de 

Estados Unidos: Las masas afroamericanas como 
vanguardia $8.00 

by Charles Denby 

□ Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

Includes Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya $1 4.95 

Pamphlets published by 
News and Letters Committees 

□ The Coal Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and the 
Birth of Marxist-Humanism In the U.S. 

by Andy Phillips and Raya Dunayevskaya $8.00 

□ Dialectics of Black Freedom Struggles: Race, 
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Calif, prisons' punitive 'wellness checks' 


Crescent City, Calif. — Four years ago Pelican Bay 
Security Housing Units (SHU) prisoners staged their 
first hunger strike, awakening a nationwide movement 
against the pervasive use of long-term solitary confine- 
ment. Today there are legal challenges to what is inter- 
nationally recognized as state-sanctioned torture: from 
several lawsuits in California courts to Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony Kennedy inviting a challenge to soli- 
tary confinement as "cruel and unusual punishment.” 

During a visit in early August, Pelican Bay SHU 
prisoners made clear to us that while they are hopeful 
about possible changes through a new court settlement, 
the inhuman and torturous SHU conditions have got- 
ten much worse. The guards staged a job action over 
court-ordered "wellness checks." The intention of the 
checks is to prevent suicides. But the checks every half 
hour are making it impossible for anyone to get any 
sleep as guards move through each SHU pod for 10-20 
minutes in a clamorous rampage. "With no sleep," said 
one SHU prisoner, "this place is like a time bomb. ..Ev- 
erybody in here is like a zombie and not talking... I use 
my 45-minute yard time to take a rest." 

Every aspect of life in the SHU has deteriorated 
because of the guards' action: breakfast that used to 
come at 6:30 AM now starts at 8:00 AM, late and cold; 
showers are late and shower areas aren't properly 
cleaned; time in the yard has been drastically cut as 
well as access to the canteen; mail and packages ar- 
rive late if at all; guards have brought the transport of 


prisoners for legal or medical appointments to a snail’s 
pace. The guards did, however, find time for a dramatic 
increase in confiscating prisoner property not proper- 
ly stickered. They are supposed to be stickered by the 
guards themselves. 

Here is one prisoner's take on the guards' trans- 
forming what was intended as a humane legal require- 
ment totally into its opposite: "If you're in a place where 
they have to check on you 48 times a day, that in itself 
shows that the SHU is no place to be. This place is a 
torture dungeon that needs to be shut down.. .Checks are 
supposed to be about caring for us but real care is not 
happening. This is retribution." 

The guards may be counting on stopping the "well- 
ness checks" by causing a total breakdown of order. 
Prisoners, though afraid some will break under the 
pressure, now have a lot of hope. They also have a lot of 
discipline thanks to the impact of their unprecedented 
show of solidarity through the peaceful hunger strikes. 
As another SHU prisoner put it: "The hunger strike hu- 
manized prisoners. My family and others got a whole 
new outlook on the criminal justice system. Many young 
people make bad choices and California throws them 
away. People aren't born with the tools to be good par- 
ents and makegood decisions. Does that mean you don't 
value those people and put them in SHU for 30 years? 
We got time to think. The Agreement to End Hostilities 
gave us power. When prisoners come together as people, 
we are much stronger . " — Ron Kelch 


VOICES FROM THE INSIDE OUT 


Racism and the nine 
murders in S. Carolina 

by Faruq 

When Barack Obama made his debut at the Demo- 
cratic convention in 2004, he gave the keynote address. 
Everyone in attendance and those watching on TV wit- 
nessed the emergence of a gifted orator on the bour- 
geois political stage. Over the years President Obama 
has been in office, the issue of race relations has risen 
to the fore and he has spoken clearly, with a balanced 
viewpoint to provide an avenue for a deeper under- 
standing of the issue (see, for example, the speech he 
gave in the wake of the Reverend Jeremiah Wright con- 
troversy). 

We knew Obama would seize the moment in 
his eulogy for Reverend Clementa Pinckney, who 
was gunned down with eight others on June 26 
in Charleston, S.C. Obama did two things: 1) give 
the needed voice to oppose the persistent, viru- 
lent racism in this country, and 2) say something 
about gun control. 

True to form, Obama spoke well in addressing 
both points. He delivered a fine tribute to Reverend 
Pinckney, a young man who, in spite of certain racial 
barriers, made significant strides in his short life. It 
made those of us unaware of the young state senator of 
South Carolina able to see the contributions he could 
have made to the progress of human equality. This, in a 
state whose first act was to preserve the peculiar insti- 
tution — the brutal mental and physical subjugation of 
New Afrikan people — via its secession from the union, 
and subsequent bombardment of Fort Sumter on April 
12, 1861. 

South Carolina has made some degree of 
progress in race relations since the Civil War. But 
the killing of nine church members came from 
the same seeds of thought that ignited the Civil 
War. 

Given the rash of recent killings of New Afrikan 
men and women by the so-called enforcement offi- 
cials and the hideous tragedy in Charleston, it is no 
longer practical to allow the apologists of Amerikan 
culture to claim these were simply acts of aberrant 
enforcement officials or wayward persons who lost 
touch with reality. Such claims preclude critical ex- 
amination of the deep-seated roots of Amerikan cul- 
ture and the need to radically address the core issues 
which give rise to the racism in the country. 

WHICH WAY FORWARD? 

During the eulogy Obama touched on several 
themes from the Civil Rights era and the present: the 
continuous struggle for quality public education, great- 
er access to higher education, an end to discrimination 
in hiring, unbiased policing, and a fair justice system. 
Of course, he was greatly limited by his position as 
president. To go beyond the rules of bourgeois order, 
to call for a more radical solution to address the many 
social ills plaguing the country would have been an act 
of political suicide. 

Nonetheless, we, who relentlessly yearn for 
freedom, cannot show reluctance to articulate a 
philosophical direction that is not only capable 
of transcending the racial divide but remedies 
other social ills. 


There is potential in the multi-dimensional voices 
from below searching for a common but singular ideal. 
Human emancipation as the primal want is totally in- 
separable from its essential component, i.e., free, con- 
scious activity. 

This is the direction humanity needs to take. The 
pathways to reach such a level of human social interac- 
tion will be as diverse as the voices from below. There is 
no road map for humanity to follow. 

ft* 

Racism and the Rag 

continued from p. 1 

family, have ever set foot south of the Mason-Dixon line. 

No one is born a racist. If one is taught to look at 
a group of people in a particular manner (regardless 
of whether that person is white, Black, Jewish, Mus- 
lim, Native American or Christian) then there is a good 
chance that they will assimilate the nuances of that 
cultural environment if for no other reason than to "fit 
in." 

The building blocks of the hatred that led 
to the killing of nine Black men and women in a 
South Carolina church were not forged in a vac- 
uum; rather, they are as conspicuous as the sym- 
bols of hatred and ignorance that those actions 
often encompass. 

In a country whose whole existence was borne on 
the backs of slaves and floated on the sweat, blood and 
tears of those same slaves, we still have nothing better 
to do — it seems — than debate a cultural relic that rep- 
resents one of this nation's most offensive moral sins. 

We are a nation of contrasts and contradictions on 
the personal, state, national and international level, 
and this conflagrant confluence of opinions and ideas 
is one of the definitive characteristics of the U.S. men- 
tality, and this is not dependent on a particular politi- 
cal party. 

One wonders if the Republicans of today — particu- 
larly Tea Party Republicans — would have felt inclined 
to aggressively put an end to slavery, especially since 
they support "states’ rights” and "smaller federal gov- 
ernmental influence" as staunchly as the Southern 
Democrats and anti-Abolitionists were at the start of 
the Civil War. 

The consignment of the Confederate battle flag to 
a museum where it can be displayed in a fashion that 
represents both Southern heritage and U.S. history, is 
a positive step in the fight for the end of discrimination 
whether it is based on race, gender, religion, sexual ori- 
entation or culture. We must remember that it is only a 
battle won in an ongoing war. 

NEEDED PASSION FOR REVOLUTION 

Over the last several months we have witnessed a 
sort of cultural revolution in many areas that are now 
a part of the U.S., world and human experience, but 
we must continue to apply pressure to ensure that the 
gains achieved today are tinder for more evolved and 
permanent changes. 

"Nothing great in the world," Hegel wrote, "has 
been accomplished without passion." It is for us to en- 
sure that this passion is focused not on the historical 
embers of the past, but in the seeded new growth of 
change that is embodied in an equitable future that 
does not distinguish between race, class, gender, sexual 
orientation or religion. 


Nate Wilks' life matters 



Oakland, Calif. — A hundred protesters shut down 
the intersection of 27 Street and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way at an Aug. 14 vigil. This is the site where, for 
the fourth time this year, Oakland cops snuffed out 
a Black life. Two days earlier, 24-year-old Nathaniel 
Wilks, suspected of carjacking, was shot dead by police. 
His girlfriend's sister told the group that she and Black 
Lives Matter activists are conducting their own investi- 
gation. So far every eyewitness interviewed said Wilks 
was running away from cops when he was killed. Or- 
ganizers are raising funds for an independent autopsy. 

— Participant 

Sandra Stand speaks 

Editor's note: Sandra Bland, who died in police 
custody in historically racist Waller County, Texas (see 
Editorial page 1), recorded a series of videos in response 
to the Black Lives Matter movement. Below we print 
brief excerpts. Having watched her speak in her own 
words, seeing her innate generosity, humor, her passion 
for justice, one can only echo the words of Marsha Warf- 
ield: "I wish I had known of her while she was alive. " 

Jan. 14, 2015: Through "Sandy Speaks" we are go- 
ing to open up a gateway for the kids. To start educat- 
ing them about interacting with police. I don't think it's 
ever too early, in all honesty, because our kids are so 
smart. They can only know how to feel about cops based 
off of how they see cops acting. 

Laugh all you want to, say what you want, 
but I'm here to change history and I'm ready to 
do what I need to do for this next generation. It's 
time for me to do God's work. 

We can stop sitting around and saying, "Oh well, 
maybe next time." Or "Oh well, we knew that was gon- 
na happen." It's time to stop knowing that that was 
gonna happen, and it's time to start doing something. 

Feb. 5, on American Sniper and Selma: My ques- 
tion is, why is such a violent movie still at #1? We are 
promoting violence. Selma, a movie about a real war, 
got pushed by the wayside. 

Civil rights? That was a war right here at home. 
This fight for civil rights still goes on right now. We are 
still in that fight today. So please don't think it's over 
because it's not. 

Feb. 15, after visiting the DuSable Museum: Chi- 
cago played a big role in post-slavery times. The tour to- 
day shed light on how deep Black history is in America. 

As a Chicagoan there were some things I found out 
I never even knew. Chicago was founded by a man of 
color, DuSable. The first open heart surgery, performed 
by Daniel Hale Williams, that was right here on the 
South Side at Provident Hospital. Some of our greatest 
entertainers, Redd Foxx, Nat King Cole, they attended 
high school right on the South Side. 

Our history is so rich and deep, but it is up 
to us to find it and share it. Without Black people 
there would be no America. Let's make it plain. 
Without us there is no you. 

March 30, after being harassed by security guards 
at Naperville Mall: To the people who say, "Oh, you 
were breaking the law, wrong is wrong, the law doesn't 
see color," excuse my French, but bullshit! You can't tell 
me the law doesn't see color when we have situations 
like the gentleman in Virginia getting his face stomped 
in the ground. 

So for those who can say, the law doesn't see color? 
It doesn't see color because you ain't got no color in your 
skin. 

My white friends, don't get upset, but I’m going to 
call out racism wherever I see it. You don't know racism, 
because you don't live it, you don't feel it. You're going 
to learn that what you see as just somebody doing their 
job, we see the undertones of that. We’ve been trained 
to see them because we live them every day. I wonder, 
if I had been walking through town with my poster 
from last week — "All white people are not against us” — 
would that have gotten me kicked out of the mall? 


David M'Oto for News & Letters 
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LGBT gains in Africa 

Mozambique, in July, saw same-sex relationships 
decriminalized in accordance with the revised penal 
code former President Armando Guebuza signed more 
than a year earlier. Previously, such relationships were 
coded under the law as "vices against nature," a senti- 
ment introduced by Mozambique's colonizer, Portugal. 

Elsewhere in Africa, some nations, even while 
maintaining European colonial-era anti-sodomy laws, 
are taking important steps for Queer rights: 

Kenya — In April, the Kenyan National Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission was granted the 
right to be registered with Kenya's government. Kenya's 
High Court said that human rights cannot be limited 
because of moral and religious beliefs. They noted that 
the country's Penal Code criminalizes certain sexual 
acts as being "against nature," but does not criminalize 
homosexuality, the state of being homosexual nor the 
right of people to freely associate based on their sexual 
orientation. It is a matter of human dignity. 

Botswana — In late 2014, Queer rights organiza- 
tion Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals of Botswana (LE- 
GABIBO) was granted the right to be registered with 
their government. Botswana's High Court said that 
Botswana's 2012 refusal to register LEGABIBO vio- 
lated the group's right to equal protection and their 
freedom of expression, association and assembly. The 
Court further stated that Botswana's laws prohibiting 
same-sex sexual acts do not criminalize homosexuality 
and do not criminalize advocacy for the reform of laws. 
The court said that LGB people have the same rights 
as anyone else, no matter the laws that criminalize con- 
sensual same-sex conduct. 

Zambia — In May, human rights activist Paul Ka- 
sonkomono's right to advocate for human rights was 
upheld by both the Zambian Magistrate's Court and 
the High Court. Kasonkomono was arrested for "solicit- 
ing for immoral purposes" in a public place when he, 
on a program of a privately owned television channel, 
advocated for human rights for both sexual minorities 
and sex workers. Both courts upheld Kasonkomo's right 
to advocate for people's rights and distinguished that 
from a violation of Zambia's criminal act of soliciting 
anyone to engage in same-sex sexual acts. 

All of these gains in the right of public expression 
are welcome and will allow more freedom to advocate 
for the equal treatment of LGBT fellow citizens as hu- 
man beings. Many people, in nation after nation across 
Africa, are watching, waiting and working for that. 

— Elise Barclay 

Pricey water in Flint 

Flint, Mich. — This city formerly received its water 
through a pipeline from Lake Huron that was built by 
the Detroit Water Department (DWD) to provide wa- 
ter to communities between Lake Huron and Flint in 
the 1960s. As of April 2014, Flint stopped buying water 
from the DWD and reverted to using water from the 
Flint River, as Flint had done before the pipeline from 
Lake Huron was built. However, problems developed. 

The intake from the Flint River is well up- 
stream from any industrial or former industrial 
area, but the City of Flint found it necessary to 
use a lot of chlorine, which reacted with organic 
material in the water to form trihalomethanes. 
The EPA limits four trihalomethanes — chloro- 
form, bromoform, bromodichloromethane, and 
dibromochloromethane — to .080 mg per liter. The 
level of total trihalomethanes has been as high as 
.099 mg per liter, which can lead to cancer and 
other medical problems in susceptible people. A 
new pipeline to Lake Huron that will be indepen- 
dent of the DWD is expected to be completed in 
2016. 

Even before Flint reverted to Flint River water, 
there was a big rate hike in 2011. We pay an average 
of $140 per month for water. In early August, Judge 
Archie Hayman ordered the City of Flint to cut water 
rates by 35% and stop water disconnections and liens 
for past due water bills immediately. He said that the 
City had illegally transferred $15.7 million in water 
and sewer funds in 2007 to the general fund. 

The high water rates also result from Flint repay- 
ing water and sewer loans to Michigan. The current 
population of under 100,000 is paying for an infrastruc- 
ture built for a city of 200,000 residents. 

— Thirsty in Flint 
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Hugo "Yogi" Pinell (1945-2015) 


On Aug. 12, Hugo "Yogi" Pinell (1945-2015) was 
killed in the California State Prison-Sacramento. 
Pinell was a comrade of George Jackson, W.L. Nolen, 
James Carr, and 
other founders 
of the modern 
prison movement. 

He was released 
from solitary con- 
finement in 2014 
after 45 years, 
the longest any 
state prisoner has 
spent in solitary. 

At the time of 
the attack Pinell 
was the last one in 
a canteen line. He 
knew to watch his 
back and chose to 
be last. A guard 
allowed another 
prisoner to join 
the line after it 
was closed, and 
one more dashed 
in; these men were the killers. It was only after Pinell's 
murder caused outrage among the prisoners that the 
so-called "riot," reported by the mainstream press, hap- 
pened in which others were injured. 

RACIST DEADLY PRISON GUARDS 

After the attack some guards posted racist, hate- 
filled messages on social media. It has been reported 
that some held a party to celebrate the murder. Cali- 
fornia Department of Corrections (CDC) must bear 
most of the responsibility for Pinell's death. The poten- 
tial for an assassination was clear. Pinell had received 
death threats, yet the CDC insisted on placing him in 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

LGBTQ people and supporters are protesting the 
detentions and deportations of the undocumented. In 
late June protesters held a die-in outside the White 
House for Queer people who died in detention and for 
those who are deported to their deaths. In Seattle, 
Wash., traffic was held up by members of Trans and/ 
or Women's Action Camp in August. The Northwest 
Detention Center in Tacoma, run by a private corpora- 
tion, Geo, requires the 800 beds always be filled. Both 
Republican and Democratic lawmakers keep the deten- 
tion and deportation business up and running. 

* * * 

On July 23, End Solitary Confinement Prison 
events were held around the U.S. At the rally and 
march in Chicago, the speaker from Black and Pink, a 
prison abolition organization that supports Queer pris- 
oners, revealed that Queer prisoners and prisoners of 
color are disproportionately placed in solitary. 

* * * 

The Transgender Institute (TTI), a small resource 
center, safe space and community space for the Trans- 
gender community in the Kansas City metropolitan 
area, provides psychoemotional treatment and social- 
ization classes for Transgender people who seek help 
to look, act and speak more like their chosen gender 
identity. TTI's founder Caroline Gibbs is co-executive 
producer of New Girls On The Block on the Discovery 
Life channel, which follows the lives of six Transgender 
women. 

* * * 

Queer rights activist Roger Goodman died in mid- 
June from an AIDS-related illness. He was the first 
student at Oberlin College to come out publicly as Gay. 
A founder of the Gay Liberation Front in the late 1960s, 
he organized boycotts of mob-controlled gay bars. Later 
he helped found Bonaventure House in Chicago, which 
provided housing for people living with AIDS. 

* * * 

In a settlement with prisoner Shiloh Quine sup- 
ported by the Transgender Law Center, California 
becomes the first state to provide gender-affirming 
surgery to an incarcerated Transgender prisoner. The 
state will move Quine into a women's prison and en- 
sure that all Transgender prisoners receive gender- 
appropriate clothing, cosmetics and medically neces- 
sary surgery. 

* * * 

The Court of Arbitration for Sport ruled that hy- 
perandrogenic woman athlete Dutee Chand of India 
can compete in women's track and field, overturning 
the International Association of Athletics Federation's 
(IAAF) exclusion of her over elevated levels of natural 
testosterone. The IAAF has two years to present sci- 
entific information that "enhanced testosterone levels" 
are linked to "improved athletic performance." 


jeopardy. 

A statement by Luis Bato Talamantez, David 
General Giap Johnson and Willie Sundiata Tate 

read: 

"We mourn 
the loss of our 
comrade broth- 
er, Yogi. ..The 
prisoners who 
did it acted as 
agents of the 
state. It comes 
at a time when 
prisoners are 
collectively try- 
ing to end de- 
cades of inter- 
nal strife. Those 
who took his life 
have done a dis- 
service to our 
movement; their 
actions served 
the cause of the 
same oppres- 
sor we fought 

against!" 

The timing may not have been coincidental either. 
August is celebrated as Black August for the founding 
of the prison wing of Black liberation. It is an anniver- 
sary of the 2011 and 2013 hunger strikes, as well as the 
2012 Agreement to End Hostilities. 

Yogi Pinell reflected recently on his life: "For me, 
it begins with the new W.L. Nolen in San Quentin in 
March in 1967, because I remember the old W.L. in Sole- 
dad, in 1963-64, when he was consistently messing up, 
as were most of us youngsters. Therefore, when the new 
W.L. greeted me in San Quentin, and he was handing 
me some literature and telling me about the Black Con- 
sciousness studies, the Self Reliant Principles of living, 
the Black Liberation Movement and the building of the 
New Man, he became my principal example because I 
noticed the positive and significant changes in him. He 
used Malcolm as our primary example of self-transfor- 
mation and he felt that all of us brothers could make 
that same transformation.. .Most of us were very young, 
doing short sentences (supposedly), had been through 
the gladiator stations, Tracy and Soledad, and the time 
and place was right for self-change. We had the teachers, 
examples, the literature, the means and the opportuni- 
ties, so it was up to us, how seriously devoted we would 
be toward real self-change... to join the liberation move- 
ment we had to understand the meaning of liberate and, 
to embark on a commitment to freedom, we had to do 
away with old ways, old habits, f—d up mentality, the 
club, homeboy set mentality and attitude." 

This discovery of revolutionary thought was part 
of a worldwide movement that was transforming the 
consciousness of oppressed people — workers, peas- 
ants, women, LGBTQ people, the disabled, the youth, 
the outcast. In turn, what these men created was an 
astonishing collective act that picked up on the devel- 
oping racist backlash against the 1960s revolutionary 
movements and saw that the counter-revolution was 
going to strike its blows against the Black and Latino 
working class through mass criminalization. 

The future of the historic Agreement to End Hos- 
tilities hangs in the balance. In the past, guards have 
been successful in setting prisoners against each other 
after the prisoners themselves started to cooperate. 
Will the guards' divide and conquer strategy fail this 
time? One thing is clear: the young prisoners, who 
hadn't been political before coming into prison, are get- 
ting radicalized by this. 

— Urszula Wislanka, Gerry Emmett 
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Middle East counter-revolution shows the crisis of humanity 


continued from p. 1 

Among the most telling, though, was the mass 
chant of "Baghdad is revolutionary!" While these dem- 
onstrations addressed the people s immediate concerns 
with deteriorating services, power outages, and gov- 
ernmental and business corruption, they went beyond 
these particulars to address what kind of Iraq people 
want to create. They recognized the current society's 
dead end by saying to the rulers, "Daesh is born out of 
your corruption." (As we go to press, similar anti-cor- 
ruption protests have broken out in Beirut, Lebanon.) 

These demonstra- 
tions are in line with a 
history of mass oppo- 
sition to religious sec- 
tarianism dating back 
to the period of the U.S. 
occupation, when thou- 
sands marched across 
the length and breadth 
of Iraq opposing the ter- 
rorism of al-Qaeda and 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. 

Those demonstrations 
included unions, wom- 
en's organizations, and 
Leftist groups. Even 
then, Zarqawi's attacks 
on the Shia — mass mur- 
ders of civilians — went 
too far for some in al- 
Qaeda's leadership. 

IS leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi has only 
pushed that further, to 
an open break. 

The 2011 protests 
in the wake of the Arab 
Spring addressed many 
of the same issues and 
criticized the Shia regime 
of Nouri al-Maliki put in 
place by the U.S. 

The U.S. insistence 
on reorganizing Saddam 
Hussein's tortured country 
along religious and ethnic 
lines had consequences be- 
yond bad governance. IS can be viewed as a joint cre- 
ation of the two reactionary rivals that faced off after 
Sept. 11, 2001 — al-Qaeda and U.S. imperialism. It was 
their interaction in the sectarianized cauldron of the 
Iraq War that, combined with elements of Saddam’s 
Baath Party, gave birth to such a hybrid monstrosity. 
MONSTERS BRED IN THE SLEEP OF REASON 

From the first, Assad claimed that all opposition 
to him was from fundamentalist terrorists, and eventu- 
ally these appeared. The world powers' "No!” to the Syr- 
ian people’s freedom struggle gave new life to the reac- 
tionaries, like al-Qaeda, sidelined by the Arab Spring. 
Reaction feeds on reaction. IS, born in Iraq, has become 
the club the world’s rulers use to bash the Syrian Revo- 
lution. 

But IS's innovation has been its actual attempt to 
create a state power. To this end it has practiced and 
justified the most brutal forms of what Marx termed 
"the so-called 'primitive' accumulation," including open 
robbery, slavery, and genocide. Of course, these practic- 
es are given cover by tendentious readings of religious 
texts. It is perhaps most enlightening to look at the IS 
theology of rape. 

The kidnap of thousands of Yazidi girls and 
young women from Mount Sinjar, Iraq, has given 
rise to a classic slave trade in IS-controlled ter- 
ritory. Victims are advertised, paraded for in- 
spection and sale. Fleets of special buses, with 
blacked-out windows, transfer them between 
holding pens. They are also used as a recruit- 
ment tool for young men for IS to use to build 
their army and state. This is an exacerbation of 
the genocidal rape campaigns conducted by Serb 
militias in Bosnia. 

The Yazidi boys and men were separated from the 
women and killed en masse, another horrific echo of 
Srebrenica. IS boasts of its crimes in their magazine, 
Dabiq, including the rape of young girls. Dabiq at- 
tacks Muslims in general for not committing the same 
crimes: "Here we are today, and after centuries, reviv- 
ing a prophetic Sunnah, which both the Arab and non- 
Arab enemies of Allah had buried." 

KURDISH WOMEN VS. IS, ERDOGAN 

One of the most inspiring scenes in recent history 
was the sight of thousands of armed Kurdish women 
of the Women's Defense Units (YPJ) who helped defeat 
the fascist IS in Kobane, Rojava, on the border between 
Syria and Turkey. Since then they have helped to push 
IS back farther, toward Raqqa. 

Kobane marked an important moment in many 
ways — first, as one of the rare times when Kurds have 
become central to world history, and this should have 



One of the many demonstrations across Iraq on Aug. 7. This one was in 
Baghdad. 


a similar result as that achieved by the Kurdish upris- 
ing in Iraq in 1991 in regards to increased autonomy. 
Second, as the moment when the Kurdish forces came 
together with elements of the Free Syrian Army — an 
opening for a potential deepening of the revolution on 
both parts. 

As well, the heroic defense of Kobane stripped 
whatever veneer still stuck to Turkey's President Re- 
cep Tayyip Erdogan — who did what he could to under- 
mine the Kurds. He holds the leftist Kurdistan Work- 
ers' Party to be a "terrorist” group, as does the U.S. But 

this is a convenient cover 
to his old school anti-Kurd 
ethnic politics, and it has 
blown back on him in the 
last election. 

Erdogan's Justice and 
Development Party lost 
much of its electoral sup- 
port, including among con- 
servative Kurds. The leftist 
and pro-Kurdish People's 
Democratic Party, which 
worked to field women 
and minority candidates, 
including Turkey's first 
openly Gay parliamentary 
candidate, became a new 
force in national politics. 

This built upon the 
inclusiveness and non- 
sectarianism of the 2013 
Gezi Park demonstra- 
tions. It will be little 
noted, but should be 
shouted from the roof- 
tops, that this is where 
the Syrian and Turkish 
struggles cross paths. 
Efforts will be made to 
obscure this new devel- 
opment, and it will be 
the role of conscious 
revolutionaries to make 
it plain. 

While Erdogan has of- 

ten posed as a supporter of 

the Syrian Revolution, he 
took months before separating his government from 
Assad’s. Even now, what he is doing is using his sup- 
port for some Sunni rebels as cover for his anti-Kurdish 
ethnic politics. (This is ironic since most Kurds are 
Sunni.) The Turkish plan for a "safe zone" in North- 
ern Syria — a fundamentally good idea — stumbles badly 
over this hypocrisy. Were it not for recent Kurdish victo- 
ries, would he even be proposing such a plan? After four 
years of Assad’s genocide? 

The U.S. played a significant role in the air defense 
of Kobane and subsequent fighting in Rojava, but it 
also ignores the Assad planes and helicopters it shares 
the sky with that massacre thousands of civilians, and 
which — in the words of another revolutionary from 
Kafranbel — is "something neither logic nor wisdom can 
accept. It is something that will only increase our ha- 
tred for the head of this coalition and all of its allies, 
and it will solidify the image of America as the Great 
Satan.'" Recent U.S. attacks have killed both civilians 
and rebels fighting IS. 

The U.S. also remains silent when ally Erdogan be- 
gins bombing the Kurds once again. 

REGION IN UPHEAVAL: SYRIA 

Turkey's Erdogan, Iran's Khamenei, Iraqi Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi and Assad, conceal their own 
narrow power politics behind an alleged determination 
to protect various sects. Thus Assad's "protection" of 
minorities can extend to the torture or murder of any 
one of their number, when they oppose him, as well as 
to the genocide of the majority. 

It was clear as early as Assad's first civilian massa- 
cres that he was taking a cue from what President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic had done in Serbia. In massacring the 
majority Sunni, Assad wanted to implicate the other 
minorities (especially his own Alawite group) in such 
crimes so as to guarantee that these groups would nev- 
er again be able to live together. It was a scheme that 
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could only retain Syria's national unity at the price of 
genocide. He pursued it. This has now resulted in over 
250,000 dead and 10 million refugees. 

Now, practically each day that passes sees Assad’s 
forces losing ground, in Idlib, in Daraa, despite being 
bolstered by Iranian troops, by Lebanese Hezbollah, 
Iraqi Shia militias, Afghans, and Russian and Europe- 
an fascists. And despite revolutionaries having to fight 
IS's fascism at the same time. 

Assad’s will was to destroy the social fabric. But 
the Revolution began by countering his will: "One, one, 
one! The Syrian people are one!” This spirit was de- 
scribed by poet Mohja Kahf: "If anyone in the free Syria 
that is coming ever tries to target the Alawite commu- 
nity, I will bar them with my body and soul. That goes 
for Christians, Kurds, and any other ethnic or religious 
minority in Syria" (The Guardian, May 28, 2011). 

Now, in opposing both Assad and IS, this revolu- 
tionary idea is the issue to be fought for. 

A NEW GROUND NEEDED 

The urgent determination that has carried the Syr- 
ian Revolution this far, even in the face of the world's 
opposition, was expressed well by one revolutionary 
from Aleppo: "If the world's rulers reach a settlement 
in Syria at the expense of the people, it will be harm- 
ful for everyone who was involved in or supported the 
Revolution. They will stitch up your mouths for cheer- 
ing against the system. They will turn the squares into 
Roman circus arenas where rebels are killed. They will 
send delegations to the U.S. to learn to prevent other 
revolutions in the future. This opportunity we have now 
may not be repeated for a hundred years!" 

Syrians have searched desperately for some 
returning echo from humanity. Much of the 
world's Left has marginalized itself, or worse, 
concerning Syria. As IS became a second coun- 
ter-revolutionary force, the U.S. and al-Qaeda 
were reduced to marginal players as treacherous 
"allies" of various revolutionary factions. So al- 
Qaeda's affiliate, Jabhat al-Nusra, joins in fight- 
ing Assad but, whenever possible, imposes its 
own reactionary rule (as in Yarmouk Camp). 

U.S. imperialism's wretched failure in Iraq and 
Syria wipes out many levels of illusion. 

Imperialism, whether local or regional, can't sup- 
ply the energizing principle that will be required to 
bring Syria together as a multiethnic, non-sectarian 
society on a higher level than before. It must bring to- 
gether the tortured Sunni majority with the Alawites, 
the Druze who are currently self-arming in opposition 
to both IS and Assad, the historic national questions of 
both Kurds and Palestinians, and the ancient Christian 
community — among others. It must take up again the 
questions of economic and environmental justice that 
drove the initial revolutionary uprising, and reappro- 
priate the public space for women, who have been cen- 
tral to the transformation of consciousness. 
REVOLUTION IN PERMANENCE 

As the Cold War ended in the 1990s, it was the 
struggle in defense of Bosnia's multiethnic society 
against genocide that both revealed the total bankrupt- 
cy of much of the Left, and presented a principle that 
could be held up as a universal and fought for. 

It is not a question of simply judging events by 
their multiethnic character, important as that is, but of 
the relation of subjects of revolt to a philosophy needed 
to overcome the terrible retrogression we see today. 
Though that retrogression took the form of outright 
genocide in Bosnia, and in Syria today, what is demand- 
ed isn't merely a defense of the Bosnians or Syrians as 
victims, but finding with whom we can ally as subjects 
who can help uproot today's degenerate society. 

The experience of the Arab Spring and the 
Syrian Revolution has helped to deepen that in- 
sight and reveal anew its relation to Marx's body 
of ideas. Marx asked in 1843, in his essay "On the 
Jewish Question," What would it mean to be free? 
What does it mean to be human? His philosophic 
critique of a racist bourgeois society, together 
with his recognition of the unfinished character 
of the bourgeois revolution, forged a new concept 
of revolution in permanence. 

In Marx's Marxism and in Marxist-Humanism, the 
self-determination of this idea led to the development 
of new philosophic categories adequate to encompass 
spontaneity, different cultures and forms of develop- 
ment, and non-state forms of collectivity. 

While there are no easy prescriptions or for- 
mulae for today, knowing that Marx's philosophy 
of revolution in permanence — the basis of his en- 
tire life's work — began by taking up similar ques- 
tions should help us to unchain our own think- 
ing. 

We fight with that confidence. When a new genera- 
tion of revolutionaries, forged in this crucible of revolu- 
tion and counter-revolution, comes to recognize itself in 
the philosophy of revolution in permanence, the door to 
a new society will be opened. 

Readers: Vie want to hear from you! Write or 
email us! See contact information, p. 9. 



SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2015 


NEWS & LETTERS - www.newsandletters.org 


Rage 11 


'If you ship it we will block it' 


Horrors of Hiroshima 
linger 70 years later 

Editor's note: Darrell Miho spoke at the Koyasan 
Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles on Aug. 2, to commem- 
orate the anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshi- 
ma and Nagasaki. Below are excerpts of his talk. 

Los Angeles — We are here to remember two hor- 
rible days in history. On Aug. 6 and 9, 1945, two atomic 
bombs were detonated, one over Hiroshima and one 
over Nagasaki. On those two days, thousands of inno- 
cent men, women and children were vaporized, hun- 
dreds of thousands more died by the end of the year, 
and countless more lives were changed forever. 

Over the past five years, I have met over 
400 hibakusha (atomic survivors). A survivor 
in Hawai'i was 18 years old when the bomb was 
dropped on Hiroshima. Most of the buildings 
were destroyed, including the crematoriums. 
Bodies were all over the place and rotting in the 
heat. His job was to pile up wood and cremate 
the bodies. He doesn't remember how many bod- 
ies he cremated or how many days he did it. But 
he said he still remembers vividly the unbearable 
stench of the rotting and burning flesh. 

Junji Sarashina, an American citizen who now 
lives in Orange County, spoke about wandering through 
the city as a teenager, seeing dead bodies everywhere. 
Bodies lying in the road. Bodies floating down the river. 
He stopped to try and help someone, but was left with 
only their skin in his hand. 

Mikio Iwasa was 16 years old and three- 
fourths of a mile from the epicenter in Hiroshi- 
ma. He wrote, "I found my mother trapped under 
the collapsed house and I tried to pull her out, 
but it was impossible for a young boy. So I fled 
the fire, turning my back to my mother who was 
saying prayers, sensing that she was going to die. 
She was burnt alive." She was killed mercilessly, 
like an object, not like a human being. 

These are just a few of the stories that I have 
heard while documenting the hibakusha stories. There 
are many more like this equally heartbreaking. Many 
talk about the dead bodies lying in the street or floating 
in the river. Many talk about people asking for water, 
and then dying after they drank it. But the one thing 
they all talk about is their hope for peace. Their hope 
for a world free of nuclear weapons. Their hope that no 
one will ever have to experience the living hell that they 
witnessed. 


YOUTH IN ACTION 


by Natalia Spiegel 

Students at Tufts University in Medford, Mass., 
launched a hunger strike at the conclusion of the school 
year to demand that proposed cutbacks in the janito- 
rial staff be rescinded. The students saw the university 
plan to eliminate 35 janitorial positions as an attack on 
the entire university. They followed the hunger strike 
with a march of 200 around the campus, and a silent 
protest at graduation. 

* * * 

Students at Rio Grande High School in Albuquer- 
que, N. M., walked out of class in early March and 
marched five miles to a nearby high school to protest 
the use of standardized testing to determine student 
progress. The students left campus even through the 
school administration threatened everyone with sus- 
pension or expulsion. 

* * * 

Mass student protests rocked Puerto Rico in May 
when the government proposed cutting the education 
budget by 20%, which would drive tens of thousands 
of poor students out of the schools. There were street 
marches, clashes with the police and strikes at three 
campuses of the University of Puerto Rico. SWAT teams 
were called in to suppress the student movement. 

* * * 

The Pine Bush Central School district in White 
Plains, N. Y., was ordered to pay $4.5 million to a group 
of Jewish students who had been systematically sub- 
jected to anti-Semitic slurs, swastikas, taunts and bul- 
lying. Those actions, the court ruled, had been toler- 
ated and condoned by the school district. 

* * * 

In late June tens of thousands of young people took 
to the streets of Yerevan, Armenia, to protest the gov- 
ernment decision to raise electricity prices. They occu- 
pied the main avenue, creating a free public space akin 
to that of Occupy Wall Street. Riot police met the 5,000 
who marched on the presidential palace with water 
cannon to try to disperse the crowds. There were 240 

arrests, and many marchers were beaten. 

* * * 

In Baltimore, youth blockaded Interstate 395 to 
demand that a proposed $30 million dollar youth jail be 
cancelled, and that the funds be invested in education. 
The students were particularly upset because the same 
government body that voted to build the new jail voted 
to not spend $11 million allocated for education. 


Richmond, Calif. — On July 11 more than 13 unions 
and other organizations in the San Francisco Bay Area 
demonstrated against environmental exploitation and 
degradation of the "refinery corridor," a 10-town strip 
of land — from Richmond at its south through Pittsburg 
to Antioch at its north — whose air quality is the worst 
in California, if not the U.S. 

We were protesting bomb trains 
bringing Bakken crude oil through 
quake-prone communities, some of 
whose railroad tracks are built on 
unstable landfill. 

At the kick-off rally in Atchison 
Park, Occupella entertained the 
crowd. The vice-mayor of Richmond, 

Jael Myrick, stated, "Atchison Vil- 
lage (a co-operative area) is in the 
Kinder-Morgan blast zone. We are 
not going to let K-M quietly bring 
these dangerous trains through our 
neighborhoods.” 

Roger Lin, a lawyer with Com- 
munities for a Better Environment, 
said that for financial reasons there 
have been no shipments of Bakken 
oil by rail since November. He gave 
credit to protests, saying actions 
like this create risk for investors, 
and developers are temporarily stopped in their tracks. 
Then he led us in a chant: "If you build it, we will stop 
it; if you ship it, we will block it!!” 

At noon, more than 200 people stepped off from 
Atchison Park for the 1.3-mile walk. The spirit and beat 
of the march was enhanced by a really good rhythm sec- 
tion, who never let up for the 45 minutes it took to walk 
to Washington Park. 

We chanted: 'Bomb trains, bomb trains, got 
to go! We the People, just say no!" "Our lives are 
on the line! Stop the oil trains, now's the time!" 
and my personal favorite, "Enough with the pol- 
lution, we've got the real solution, down with cor- 
porations, up with revolution!" 

Stop charter schools! 

New York City — More than two million students at- 
tend charter schools in the U.S. Los Angeles and De- 
troit have at least 70,000 students each in charters. 
Washington, D.C.'s charters account for 58% of its pub- 
lic school students. The Louisiana Legislature used the 
Hurricane Katrina disaster to take over New Orleans 
public schools and de-unionize them. Now 61% of the 
city's students are in charters. 

During the Clinton administration, Congress ap- 
proved big tax credits for banks and investment funds 
to invest in charter schools. The Bush and Obama ad- 
ministrations have allocated billions more. New York 
Daily News reporter Juan Gonzalez wrote that with tax 
credits, investors will "virtually double their money in 
seven years. ..No one knows who are the people making 
these huge windfall profits." 

After New York Mayor Bill de Blasio announced his 
plan to limit new charters and require them to pay rent 
for space in public school buildings, tens of millions of 
dollars were spent in opposition, on TV ads and to send 
busloads of students and parents to Albany. The Legis- 
lature and Gov. Cuomo just passed legislation requir- 
ing de Blasio to approve unlimited expansion of char- 
ters and rent-free co-location. 

The claim is that charters offer a better education 
to children in problematic inner city schools. Statistics 
do not bear this out. 

Charters do not adequately serve those who need 
the most help — very few have even minimal programs 
for students with special needs, including students 
whose first language is not English. Furthermore, they 
can get rid of problem and underperforming students. 
Despite this, the National Center for Educational Sta- 
tistics reported in 2006 that charter school students 
performed worse than public school students in math 
and reading. 

According to a 2009 Stanford University study, 
students in more than 83% of charters surveyed in 15 
states performed no better than those in traditional 
public schools. In 2014, The New York Times reported 
that the overall graduation rate in New York City was 
64% but only 47% for charters. 

Why have some teachers’ unions not completely op- 
posed charters? They are a grave threat to teacher con- 
tracts, yet the United Federation of Teachers actually 
ran two charters. They say they are inevitable. Teach- 
ers' unions should come out clearly against charters; 
or are they too connected with the Democratic Party 
whose leadership supports them? Only the Green Party 
is resolute in opposing charters. 

As public expenditures are cut, public education 
and the rest of the public sector is being turned over to 
the private sector. In Europe this is called austerity. In 
the U.S., it's called "reform." 

— Tom Siracuse, retired teacher 

Secretary, Manhattan Green Party 


At Washington Park a Native American ceremonial 
with sage smoke and prayers continued the observance. 
Gayle McLaughlin’s speech was one of the highlights. 
She made history as Richmond's mayor when she and a 
coalition of political and private groups threatened em- 
inent domain for the Richmond homes that were finan- 
cially underwater. She said, "Never 
get separated from the progressive 
movement in your community. 
Those people on the city council who 
call themselves progressive have to 
do the right thing!" Brian Willis, 
a railroad man for 35 years, spoke 
against single employee trains and 
"limbo time," i.e., making railroad 
workers take four hours off between 
12-hour shifts. 

The fear of future bomb 
trains was accompanied by 
present knowledge. We all got a 
palm card showing a youngster 
using an inhaler with the slo- 
gan "COAL SUCKS!" Coal Free 
Oakland is organizing against 
a California Capital and Invest- 
ment Group project to export 
six million tons per year of 
Utah-mined coal. 

Each time a coal-hopper rail car moves to Oakland, 
Calif., from Utah, it loses 600 pounds of coal dust. That 
translates into 60,000 pounds of toxic fine particulate 
matter entering our air and water for every 100-car 
trip. The climate-change implications of all that coal 
being burned, the number of asthma cases and other 
illnesses it will cause, the secrecy and broken promises, 
despite the fact that almost no coal is burned in Cali- 
fornia, make the coal-export project through the port of 
Oakland intensely repulsive. — January 


^HANDICAPTHIS! 


by Suzanne Rose 

On July 22, Disability Rights International re- 
leased a report on the torture, trafficking and segrega- 
tion of children in Mexico, many with disabilities, grow- 
ing up in state institutions. The disabled children are 
routinely put in restraints and locked cages. Govern- 
ment funding makes it possible for these institutions 
to continue their inhuman treatment while the insti- 
tutions’ directors state that the children have a good 
quality of life. In response to the report the Mexico City 
government banned the use of restraints and cages. 

* * * 

Cumberland County Prison in Carlisle, Penn., 
isolated a mentally ill man in the prison's segregation 
wing for over two months, saying that he was too "un- 
stable" to be with the prison population. Mike Carey, 
the prison's deputy warden, agreed that he does not be- 
long there, but the state's psychiatric hospitals are so 
full they could not admit new patients. The man is in a 
cell 24 hours a day, seven days a week. He gets no psy- 
chiatric care and is getting worse. Unable to be moved 
from the prison and unable to appear in court until he 
is treated at a state hospital, his future is grim. 

* * * 

The shackling of two students with disabilities in 
Covington, Ky., has drawn outrage from organizations 
that deal with disabilities. One student is a nine-year- 
old who has ADHD, and the other is eight and suffers 
from post-traumatic stress syndrome. The eight-year- 
old was handcuffed on his biceps because the cuffs were 
too big for his wrists. A federal lawsuit was filed on 
Aug. 6 by the American Civil Liberties Union and Chil- 
dren's Law Center saying that the children's civil rights 
have been violated. 

* * * 

Russian supermodel Natalia Vodianova’s sister, 
who has autism and cerebral palsy, was made to leave 
a cafe in the city of Nizhny Novgorod this month for 
"scaring off clients" because of her disabilities. The 
cafe owner told them to "go get treatment and get your 
kid treated too — and only then show up at a public 
place." When their mother came to the cafe and com- 
plained to the owner, she was detained by the police for 
disorderly conduct. The incident is being investigated 
as a violation of her daughter's rights. 

* * * 

The approximately four million disabled people in 
Iraq face neglect and isolation, and are forced to work 
in inadequate occupations or beg to make ends meet. 
People such as Saad al-Dabisi, 55, from Babil, whose 
left foot was lost when he stepped on a mine during the 
Iran-Iraq war, face a life of desperation and poverty. His 
$150 a month pension is not enough to support his wife 
and three children. He travels in a worn-out wheelchair 
1.2 miles a day to sell cigarettes. The disabled are of- 
ten targeted by terrorists in bombings, and the Islamic 
State exploits the mentally ill for terrorist operations. 



http://happening-here. blogspot. com 
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Latin America 'statism' challenged 


WORLD* VIEW 


by Eugene Walker 

Though Latin America's "Left" governments unde- 
niably face threats from various neoliberal right-wing 
forces, often backed by the U.S., they have, at the same 
time, undertaken a de- 
velopmentalist, statist 
economic strategy that 
runs roughshod over 
grassroots social move- 
ments — Indigenous , 
campesino, environ- 
mentalist, and others. 

These governments 
could never have come 
to power without the so- 
cial movements' mobi- 
lizations, yet in power, 
these state bureaucra- 
cies — all forms of state- 
capitalism — are using 
vague expressions of 
anti-capitalism, social- 
ism, resource nationalism, anti-imperialism, etc., to 
impose developmentalism on their populations, often 
in collaboration with neoliberalism. 

'SOCIALISM' FROM ABOVE 


der the Constitution as ecological reserves — to oil and 
gas drilling. This was followed by a decision to complete 
a highway through the TIPNIS national park and In- 
digenous territory in the Amazon. 

Land area conceded to gas and oil companies 

has vastly expanded 
under Morales, up 
from 7.2 million acres 
in 2007 to 59.3 mil- 
lion in 2012. Morales 
and the Movement 
Towards Socialism 
government argue 
that this is needed 
to obtain finances to 
overcome Bolivia's 
extreme poverty. 

But decisions are 
made from above, with 
no genuine consultation 
with the people most af- 
fected by environmental 
and human destruction. 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE VS. PETRO-STATE 

In Ecuador, Rafael Correa's developmentalist eco- 
nomic program seems intent on transforming the coun- 
try into a petro-state, as well as additional resource ex- 


traction through mining. Protesting Indigenous Shuar 
activists have been murdered. 

This August witnessed important Left protests 
against Correa's policies. The Confederation of Indig- 
enous Nationalities of Ecuador began a march from the 
southeastern Amazonian province of Zamora Chinchipe 
to the capital city of Quito. There they joined a general 
strike called by the Workers United Front in opposition 
to the government's labor policies. Tens of thousands of 
union, environmental and Indigenous activists blocked 
roads in a number of cities. 

DEMANDING ALTERNATIVES 

Venezuelan statism united with Chinese stat- 
ism as President Nicolas Maduro issued a decree that 
grants China's state-owned Sinohydro, the largest hy- 
droelectric construction firm in the world, a 30-year 
lease to exploit the immense coal reserves of the Perija 
mountain range in Zulia state. Activists protesting at 
the Ministry of Energy and Mining in Caracas demand- 
ed repeal. 

"The mining will harm the ecosystem, the water, 
the crops, it's all related," noted Monica Saltarin of the 
Popular Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist Union. "What 
are our children and grandchildren going to eat, and 
their grandchildren? What water will we drink?" In 
place of coal, social movements are demanding that the 
government invest in solar and wind power. 



Quito, Ecuador: Indigenous peoples' march "For life and dignity!" 


Puerto Rico: U.S. exploitation and austerity 


In Bolivia, Evo Morales, claiming extractivism as 
an anti-poverty strategy, has signed decrees that open 
up Bolivia's national parks — supposedly protected un- 

Egypt's new pharaoh 

With the pomp and circumstance of a Hollywood 
Pharaoh, Egypt's President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi pre- 
sided over the Aug. 6 opening of the expanded Suez 
Canal. Aboard the luxury yacht Mahrousa — the first 
ship to pass through the Canal in 1869, and used by 
King Farouk before his overthrow by Colonel Nasser in 
1952 — were Sisi and guests. They watched as navy war- 
ships, helicopters, fighter jets and military transport 
aircraft passed in review. To top off the day there was a 
performance of Verdi's opera Aida. 

This stage setting can't hide the facts of Sisi's mur- 
derous, dictatorial rule. Since overthrowing the Muslim 
Brotherhood government of Mohamed Morsi in 2013, 
he has surpassed former dictator Hosni Mubarak. 

There are an estimated 41,000 political prison- 
ers, far more than the number under Mubarak. These 
include activists Mahienour el-Masry, Yara Sallam, 
Ahmed Maher, and blogger Alaa Abdel Fattah. Wom- 
en's rights activist Hend al-Nafea and 229 others were 
sentenced to life in prison for protesting. The Interi- 
or Ministry announced in July that hundreds of high 
school students would take their final exams in prison 
this year. 

Under the guise of attacking the Muslim Broth- 
erhood — which he has done with rabid cruelty, mas- 
sacring hundreds of unarmed protestors on Aug. 14, 
2013 — Sisi attacks all who challenge him, including 
most of the revolutionaries of Tahrir Square. He has 
expressed his support for Syria's Assad. The military 
has seized even firmer control of the economy. Protests 
and reporting that contradicts the government line 
have been outlawed. Despite this, the U.S. has resumed 
military aid and the European Union has pledged their 
"continuous support." 

— Eugene Walker, Gerry Emmett 


Puerto Rico's gargantuan $72 billion public debt 
is now technically in default, as the most recent inter- 
est payment could not be made in full. However, Puerto 
Rico can't declare bankruptcy, and the Federal govern- 
ment has no intention of providing a bailout. While the 
debt has become unsustainable, the roots of the finan- 
cial crisis lay within the human crisis stemming from 
the island's 117 -year history as a U.S. colony. 
CAPITALISM DELIVERS MISERY 

Since being taken from Spain's colonial rule in 
1898, Puerto Rico has been subject to the U.S.'s "be- 
nign" imperialism, which molded the colony for its own 
exploitative uses. In the early 20th century a third of 
the land came under the control of U.S. absentee land- 
lords. Diverse agriculture (coffee, tobacco, sugar, fruit) 
was transformed into a one-crop export economy — sug- 
ar, controlled by a few syndicates. Small farmers, and 
others who lived off the land, were forced to migrate to 
the cities. 

When it suited U.S. capitalism, Puerto Rico 
became a producer of cheap goods, particular- 
ly when a minimum wage law wasn't enforced. 
But when it became cheaper to produce goods 
elsewhere in the Third World, those jobs disap- 
peared. Because of a special law tailored to the 
maritime industry, goods must arrive in Puerto 
Rico in U.S. ships or pay huge import fees. The 
cost of imports is far higher than in the U.S. Eco- 
nomic development has stagnated, and the gov- 
ernment is now the largest employer. 

Bonds were issued to keep Puerto Rico afloat. 
Creditors and bond rating agencies began demanding 
austerity. The legislature fell into line. The government 
has laid off workers; raised prices on water, gasoline, 
and electricity; increased property, sales, and small 
business taxes; cut public pensions and health benefits; 
raised the retirement age and closed schools. Hundreds 
of thousands have moved to the U.S. because of lack of 


work and the high cost of living. 

Average individual income is less than it is in Mis- 
sissippi, the poorest state in the U.S. Most recently, the 
hedge fund manipulators who hold significant parts of 
the debt have demanded further cuts in education. 

SELF-DETERMINATION DENIED 

It is true that, as citizens of the U.S., Puerto Ricans 
receive Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. How- 
ever, thousands of doctors have been leaving the island 
and a Medicare crisis is developing. But is there au- 
thentic self-determination for the island and its people? 
No! Puerto Rico is still under the thumb of the U.S. 

N. Korea executions 

North Korea's fast-maturing dictator, Kim Jong- 
un, 32, has eliminated another member of the ruling 
party elite, vice-premier Choe Yong-gon. This marks 
somewhere around 70 high level executions Kim has 
ordered since taking power from his late father in 2011. 

It is alleged that Choe had expressed disagree- 
ment over forestry policies and shown poor work per- 
formance. These are the usual vague charges that ac- 
company the elimination of such high level figures. It is 
more likely that Choe was eliminated for his connection 
to the North's joint business ventures with South Ko- 
rea, including the Kaesong Industrial Complex. 

In December 2013 Kim had executed his uncle 
Jang Sung-thaek, architect of the Rason Special Eco- 
nomic Zone which allowed business investments by 
Russia and China, as well as being a center of the ille- 
gal meth trade. As in that case, Kim has likely acted to 
assure his own control over scarce economic resources. 

Despite the Game of Thrones grisliness of some of 
his alleged crimes, like blasting a former defense minis- 
ter to shards with an anti-aircraft gun, Kim is following 
out North Korea's own version of state-capitalist logic. 

— Gerry Emmett 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form calling itself Communist, 
which appeared as the Russian Revolution was 
transformed into its opposite. That retrogres- 
sion anticipated the next stage of develop- 
ment — the age of state-capitalism. We stand 
for a society of new human relations, what 
Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1 987. Charles Denby 
(1907-1983), a rank-and-file autoworker, au- 
thor of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal, 
was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1 983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya's three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1 11b until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which is 
a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as "a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism," while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written 
after the failed revolts of the 1 960s, articulated 
the integrality of philosophy and revolution as 
the characteristic of the age and, tracing it his- 
torically, caught the link of continuity with the 
Humanism of Marx. As against the vanguard 
party, the integration of dialectics and orga- 
nization reflects the revolutionary maturity 
of the age and the passion for a philosophy of 
liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 


Marx's body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the "new moments" of his last de- 
cade. Written for our time of revolutions in 
developing countries, the rise of the inter- 
national women's liberation movement, and 
global economic crisis, it reveals the absolute 
challenge to make real Marx's "revolution in 
permanence" as the determinant for the rela- 
tionship of theory and practice and as ground 
for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx's Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road be- 
tween the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1 989 News and Letters Commit- 
tees published Dunayevskaya's original 1953 
philosophic breakthrough — her two letters 
on Hegel's Absolutes — and her 1987 Presen- 
tation on the Dialectics of Organization and 
Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of Marx- 
ist-Humanism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those 
desiring freedom to transcend the limitations 
of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of 
our nuclear-armed world, climate change, and 


failed revolutions, it becomes imperative not 
only to reject what is, but to further work out 
the revolutionary Humanist future inherent in 
the present.The re-creation of Marx's philoso- 
phy as Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Du- 
nayevskaya's archives. The Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century 
of Its World Development, deposited at Wayne 
State University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capital- 
ist, racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden so- 
ciety, we have adopted a committee form of 
organization rather than any elitist party "to 
lead." 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally.As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim... to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor." We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution of 
News and Letters Committees or see it on 
our website: www.newsandletters.org. 
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WORKSHOPTALKS 


Workers not robots 


California prisoners battle 
barbaric U.S. ‘justice’ system 


by Htun Lin 

The workplace at Amazon.com is making employ- 
ees physically and mentally ill according to an explosive 
expose in The New York Times of Aug. 16. 

“‘Nearly every person I worked with, I saw cry at 
their desk,’ said one employee.... Even as the company 
tests delivery by drone and ways to restock toilet paper at 
the push of a bathroom button, it is conducting a little- 
known experiment in how far it can push white-collar 
workers, redrawing the boundaries of what is accept- 
able.” 


AMAZON -TURNING PEOPLE INTO THINGS 

The Amazon workplace as described by employees 
is one of constant speed-up, pushing employees beyond 
their capacity without empathy. Elly Baker, a union 
leader, responded to this expose in The Guardian (Aug. 
18): “It’s hard, physical work, but the constant stress of 
being monitored and never being able to drop below a 
certain level of performance is harsh. You can’t be a nor- 
mal person. You have to be an above-average Amazon 
robot all the time.” 

“Employees’ working and personal lives were tracked 
and quantified, with their movements, productivity and 
successes or failures being constantly measured, while 
managers were forced to rate their employees and fire 
their lowest-scoring workers. ” The fact that this Times 
article got more comments than any other ever had, re- 
vealed its pervasive — and usually unreported — truth 

about the workplace. „ 

continued on p. 3 


EDITORIAL 


Putin’s 
retrogressionism 


At the moment when the genocidal Assad regime 
seems near collapse, Russia’s President, Vladimir Pu- 
tin, has begun targeting the Syrian revolutionaries 
with intense air and land attacks. 

Using rhetoric of “war against ISIS,” these attacks 
have overwhelmingly targeted the rebel groups that are 
fighting both Assad and ISIS, as well as massacring ci- 
vilians in the liberated areas, killing hundreds of men, 
women and children. They have created up to 100,000 
new refugees and joined Assad and ISIS in destroying 
irreplaceable historic sites. 

As we go to press, the Assad forces — abetted by 
Iranian troops, Hezbollah, Iraqi militias, and European 
fascists, among others — have made minimal gains. ISIS 
has been the main beneficiary, as Russian air strikes 
have allowed them to capture a number of villages near 
Aleppo. The U.S. and other world powers have had little 
to say. 

PUTIN’S HYPOCRISY 


Putin has found a formula: to participate in geno- 
cide while claiming to be fighting “terrorism.” This says 
everything about the nature of his retrogressive rule, 
and about the hypocrisy of the U.S. and Europe. Putin’s 
regime is rooted in that hypocrisy. 

The collapse of Communism following the 1989 
revolts was an opening to create new human relations 
with the oppressed peoples of the former USSR. (The 
same opening some here saw as a domestic “peace divi- 
dend.”) Rather than offering aid to the “liberated” Rus- 
sians, the bourgeoisie offered vicious Chicago School 
economics. Strikes were crushed, and life expectancies 
plummeted in one more brutal episode of what Marx 


continued on p. 8 
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by Urszula Wislanka 

In California the ongoing struggle of prisoners 
against the U.S.’s barbaric criminal justice system 
reached a milestone in the effort to totally transform a 
society in which millions of poor, unemployed and peo- 
ple of color end up in an inhuman gulag. 

For decades California prisons put people in soli- 
tary (Security Housing Units, or SHU) indefinitely, 
solely on a guard’s designation of a prisoner’s status as 
a gang member. The SHU 
filled up with prisoners 
who were never to get out 
unless they implicated oth- 
ers (“snitch or die”). 

A settlement, an- 
nounced on Sept. 1, of a 
class action lawsuit, Ashker 
v. Brown, abolished “status- 
based” solitary. All SHU 
terms will now be determi- 
nate and only for specific 
behavior while in prison. 

As the named plaintiffs 
put it in their statement: 

“This settlement rep- 
resents a monumental vic- 
tory for prisoners and an 
important step toward our 
goal of ending solitary con- 
finement in California, and 
across the country. Califor- 
nia’s agreement to aban- 
don indeterminate SHU 
confinement based on gang 
affiliation demonstrates the 
power of unity and collec- 
tive action.... Our movement rests on a foundation 
of unity: our Agreement to End Hostilities. It is our 
hope that this groundbreaking agreement to end the 
violence between the various ethnic groups in California 
prisons will inspire not only state prisoners, but also jail 
detainees, county prisoners and our communities on the 
street, to oppose ethnic and racial violence. From this 
foundation, the prisoners’ human rights move- 
ment is awakening the conscience of the nation to 
recognize that we are fellow human beings.... We 


celebrate this victory while, at the same time, we recog- 
nize that achieving our goal of fundamentally trans- 
forming the criminal justice system and stopping 
the practice of warehousing people in prison will 
be a protracted struggle. We are fully committed to 
that effort, and invite you to join us.” 

— Todd Ashker, Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa, Luis 
Esquivel, George Franco, Richard Johnson, Paul Redd, 
Gabriel Reyes, George Ruiz, Danny Troxell 

There are over 3,000 prisoners kept in solitary 
confinement in California, 
over 850 for over 10 years 
just in Pelican Bay! This 
despite international rec- 
ognition that solitary con- 
finement of longer than a 
few weeks is a form of tor- 
ture. 

AN HISTORIC STRIKE 

An important be- 
ginning was the historic 
2011 hunger strike, which 
brought to the world’s at- 
tention the torture com- 
mitted in U.S. prisons. The 
prisoners worked hard to 
overcome the racial enmity 
fomented by the guards 
who ramp up racial. 

The “short cor- 
ridor” at Pelican Bay 
State Prison was de- 
signed to isolate the un- 
broken prisoners from 
even their own racial 
group. The men of the 
short corridor, however, created, out of their 
proximity to their prison-designated enemies, an 
opportunity to overcome those divisions. 

When they called for outside support for their hun- 
ger strike, they expressly requested that images used 
in publicity include all races. The logo (see graphic, p. 
10) they created for the strike was of hands of all colors 
grasping each other. 

Their demand in the 2011 hunger strike that they 
be “validated as human” is not a denial of race. It is a 

continued on p. 10 



From left to right: prison activist Bato Talamantez, a family member 
of Victor Gallegos, and Penny Shoner stand up for California Families 
to Abolish Solitary Confinement during the Sept. 1 announcement of a 
settlement ending indeterminate use of solitary in California. 


Philosophic basis of News & Letters 


by Terry Moon, Managing Editor, News & Letters 

Dear Readers, 

As we publish this last issue of 2015 in the celebra- 
tion of our 60th year of publication, we want to share 
the philosophic basis of this newspaper. 

Karl Marx wrote in the Introduction to the Grun- 
drisse: “The concrete is concrete, because it is a combi- 
nation of many objects with different destinations, i.e., 
a unity of diverse elements. In our thought, it therefore 
appears as a process of synthesis, as a result, and not as 
a starting point, although it is the real starting point. ” 

News & Letters could be seen as a “unity of diverse 
elements”: workers, women, prisoners, Blacks and oth- 
er people of color, youth, people from other countries, 
the differently abled and LGBTQ people all speaking 
for themselves; philosophical and theoretical articles; 
and columnists writing of our life and times from dif- 
ferent perspectives. These articles may have different 
goals, opinions and ideas; and the result, an issue of 
News & Letters, may appear to be a finished product, or 
a synthesis of those elements. But in reality, each issue 
is a summing up of the current reality and a new start- 
ing point for work and thought. 

WHAT MAKES A PAPER MARXIST-HUMANIST 

The philosophic basis of News & Letters is crucial 
in shaping each issue. It is what makes a paper one 
that is Marxist-Humanist rather than merely “Left.” 

To Marxist-Humanism, the Absolute means above 
all the revolutionary society that abolishes capitalism, 
breaks down the division between mental and manual 


labor, and builds social foundations on totally new hu- 
man relations. And News & Letters was a conscious ef- 
fort on the part of the founders of News and Letters 
Committees in 1955 to begin a paper from the Absolute, 
knowing that it could be Absolute only in its completion 
within a revolution in permanence. Because neither 
the paper nor the organization could be the Absolute, 
they are endowed with the impulse to transcend, to 
self-develop, to strive for the Absolute. 

Raya Dunayevskaya, the founder of Marxist- 
Humanism, gives a view of the form of News & Letters 
in her document of May 28, 1987, titled “July 1984 to 
June 1987” (#10985): 

“Now let’s get to the reality of the single dialectic in 
philosophy, in organization, no matter what its form, in 
paper, no matter what its frequency. The real point is 
the form, and this is meant not as a contrast to content, 
but form as a Universal directly related to philosophic 
moments: 

“What distinguishes us from any other paper? How 
did that form as well as its soul — Marxist-Humanism — 
result in abolishing the distinction between a theoretic 
organ and a popularization in a newspaper form? And 
how did that change the relationship between inside 
and outside? 

“Worker-intellectual; theory-practice articles; with 
each form have a little of the other in it; Readers’ Views, 
national I international; spontaneous actions as Leads 
as well as editorial type of leads.” 

This is not to say that the form of News & Letters 

continued on p. 2 
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To transition or not to transition? 


by Adele 





Womyn Reconciling With Being Femole 


Review of Blood and Visions-Womyn Reconciling 
with Being Female, edited by Autotomous Womyn’s 
Press (2015). 

Some internet commentators re- 
fusing to read this 65-page zine have 
automatically denounced it as “anti- 
Transgender.” In reality, the pseudo- 
nymous writers say that it is not in- 
tended as any statement about the 
experiences of all Transgender people, 
not even all female to male ones. Rath- 
er, these are the intense, painful, per- 
sonal stories of young butch and “gen- 
der non-conforming” (GNC) Lesbians who experienced 
great pressure from society, their own LGBTQ commu- 
nities, and medical and therapy professions to identify 
as Transgender men. Some had medically transitioned 
and explain that this did not ease their feelings of gen- 
der dysphoria, even when their dysphoria was physical. 

As the writers explain, “the trans communi- 
ty contributes to backlash against itself when it 
refuses to acknowledge that there are problems, 
that not every person who comes out as trans or 
transitions is really finding themselves.” And “If 
trans dudes and butch, ‘masculine’ and otherwise 
unconventional females are going to coexist, we 
need to talk about this shit.” 

The writers describe being incessantly labeled as 
Transgender instead of as butch by members of their 
Queer communities, none of whom were Transgender. 
They could not find role models in other hutches since 
the only ones they met were also transitioning. The pos- 
sibility that they were Transgender seemed at first to 
explain their feelings and offer a better way of life. 


FOR THEM, THE SEXISM DISAPPEARED 

They describe how passing as male eliminated 
the daily humiliations our society heaps upon women. 
They were suddenly treated as competent and intelli- 
gent and allowed to speak without interruptions or put- 
downs. They were treated as complete human beings, 
not sex objects. This was especially important for those 
who were sexual assault survivors. At the same time, 
people, including LGBTQs, now reacted with admira- 
tion instead of hostility to their butch appearances and 
mannerisms and to their displays of romantic affection. 

However, they state that in making themselves 
more socially acceptable, they were only conforming to 
a “masculine” role in place of the equally false “femi- 
nine” role that everyone had previously wanted them 
to play. For them, going further socially and medically 
into transition served as a distraction from dealing 
with trauma and stress caused by oppression. While 
they acknowledge that other people may find other so- 
lutions, they began to find healing through the difficult 
process of detransitioning. The writers share the ways 
that they cope with their dysphoria through medita- 
tion, exercise, and Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. 



by Artemis 

The Empowered Fe Fes (slang for females) is a 
project of Access Living, a Chicago-based social justice 
agency run by and for people with disabilities. This 
group of young women discusses issues affecting their 
lives such as reproductive justice, sexuality, domestic 
violence and discrimination. Along with demonstrating 
for their rights, they have created educational projects 
around these issues with dance performance and a 
documentary. Their latest, “Take Charge!” is the first 
guide to reproductive health and self-advocacy by and 
for women with disabilities. It tackles misconceptions 
about the sexuality and self-determination of women 
with disabilities and does not present the elimination 
of disabilities as the goal of healthcare. 

* * * 

In El Salvador, the gangs that control much of the 
country are attacking, raping and killing teen girls who 
refuse to date a gang member or do favors for the gang. 
Sometimes the girls go missing and are not found. Girls 
attempt to survive by not leaving their homes except to 
go to school, or by attempting to emigrate to the U.S., 
often alone. Before they reach it, they are often caught 
by Mexican officials and returned to El Salvador, or are 
raped and murdered along the way. 

* * * 

In Seattle, Wash., the Ada Developers Academy — 
named after Ada Lovelace, who invented the first com- 
puter code long before the invention of the first com- 
puter — the U.S.’s only tuition-free school for women in 
software programming, began its third year. The school 
is important in teaching women confidence in their 
skills and in providing diversity in the creation of new 
technology. New students are not required to know any- 
thing about coding because the school’s philosophy is 
that learning to be a computer programmer has a lot 
to do with learning how to learn, as well as to envision 
and create new things. 


EXPANDING WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A WOMAN 

They define detransitioning not as about adopting 
“feminine” mannerisms but as about just being oneself. 
This can be hard to do when you are in public, being 
judged relentlessly by others, but the writers assert 
that being butch, “gender nonconforming,” or even a 
former female to male is not “masculine.” Instead, they 
emphasize that they expand the idea of what it means 
to be a woman. 

The writers strongly caution readers to not 
make them into “political ammunition” for their 
theories, not even feminist ones. They say that 
it is important to allow detransitioners to ana- 
lyze their own experiences, feelings, and choices, 
which are diverse, and to create their own politi- 
cal theory. They tell allies to read many detran- 
sitioners’ stories. They do not necessarily “re- 
gret” their transitions, which were often survival 
strategies and a step towards finding themselves. 
They do not want to be seen as dupes, casualties, 
or cautionary stories but as survivors. 

The writers say that the most important way they 
can find healing and affirmation as detransitioners 
and as butch and GNC women is by forming communi- 
ty. This are also role models for women like themselves. 
They provide websites where detransitioners can share 
their stories as well as ones that celebrate butch and 
GNC women. 

Blood and Visions has been so eagerly received 
that it sold out almost immediately and is on its second 
printing. It is a milestone in a very important conversa- 
tion by a diverse and insightful group of women strug- 
gling out of oppression and marginalization. 

Letter to our readers 

continued from p. 1 

can never be changed. It changed through the years 
when Dunayevskaya was alive and we have changed it 
as objective events demanded. 

As new movements arise we want to make sure we 
carry the voices — and therefore the thoughts — of new 
activists in the LGBTQ movement, for example, or the 
revolutionaries emerging from the movement for people 
with disabilities. We are never satisfied that we have 
enough voices involved in struggle speaking for them- 
selves, which we comprehend as a form of theory; or 
enough development of the philosophy of Marxist-Hu- 
manism. We are determined to improve with the help 
of you, our readers. 

News & Letters does not stand alone. From its in- 
ception it has been inseparable from News and Letters 
Committees. The paper was created to help the organi- 
zation by creating a forum for those involved in struggle 
to speak for themselves unseparated from theoretical 
and philosophical development. To Dunayevskaya, lis- 
tening to the voices from below was where the job of 
the theoretician “first began.” Furthermore, someone 
seeing their own words in the paper alongside those 
of others — from different countries tackling different 
problems and oppressions — means their self-develop- 
ment too. 

NEEDED ORGANIZATIONAL PROJECTION 

Organization was always a key aspect of News & 
Letters. As Dunayevskaya wrote on May 11, 1987, about 
“The Organization, the Paper, the Book” and how “All 
Equal Philosophy of Marxist-Humanism”: “Projection 
of Marxist-Humanism had been narrowed in our con- 
cept both between philosophy and organization, and or- 
ganization and paper. This could throw us off the rails 
of our uniqueness if each one of us doesn’t immediately 
work at a very serious self-critique.” 

This 60th anniversary of both our founding 
and the first issue of News & Letters has reinvig- 
orated our determination not to separate orga- 
nization from paper and philosophy, something 
that will be central to our discussions as we pre- 
pare for our 2016 Convention in May. 

We recognize that philosophical work is not only a 
matter of presenting a piece by Dunayevskaya on page 
four. It is something each column, lead, editorial and 
Draft Perspectives tries to accomplish. Presenting the 
voices from below in that context is needed for the life, 
of the paper, the organization and the philosophy as a 
living body of ideas, and therefore for the movement. 
BECOME A WRITER AND PARTICIPANT 

Let’s start anew on the projection of the Raya 
Dunayevskaya Archives now that they are online and 
available to almost everyone, keeping in mind her cri- 
tique of narrowing the concept of the relationship of or- 
ganization to both philosophy and the paper. 

We cannot do this either alone, or isolated. We in- 
vite you, the reader, to join in working for a new society 
built on new human relationships by writing for this 
unique paper, by arguing, by working out your ideas, 
by coming to News and Letters Committees meetings 
and joining in a series of discussions beginning soon 
in every local on: “The Philosophic Comprehension of 
History Illuminates Today’s Crises: The Revolutionary 
Archives of Raya Dunayevskaya.” 


Taking a stand on 
reproductive justice 
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Terry Moon/News & Letters 


Chicago — On Sept. 29 and Oct. 10 people, predomi- 
nantly women, came out by the dozens in several dem- 
onstrations to support Planned Parenthood against 
attacks and not only by anti-abortion fanatics. Some 
well-funded crackpots created a video full of lies (see 
“Editorial: Planned Parenthood under siege,” Sept. -Oct. 
2015 News & Letters), which the U.S. Congress took as 
their opportunity to launch not one but two investiga- 
tions of the organization. Republicans are determined 
to destroy our right to control our own bodies, including 
abortion and birth control, or even just healthcare. But 
we are fighting back and what was clear at our demon- 
strations was that we and Planned Parenthood have a 
whole lot of support. 

The action on Sept. 29 was at a park on the 
North Side of Chicago on a busy street corner at 
rush hour. Called by one woman using facebook, 
about 50 of us came to show support for Planned 
Parenthood. What was crystal clear was the tre- 
mendous response from passersby to our “Honk 
if you support Planned Parenthood” signs. At 
times the noise was deafening! Both women and 
men honked horns and gave us the thumbs up 
sign or a raised fist. 

As one demonstrator said: “I’ve been to a lot of 
demonstrations, and none got the kind of honking and 
raised fists and waves of people driving by that this one 
did. People in car after car showed they cared and were 
happy to see us out there. The Republicans may have 
overplayed their cheating, lying hand on this one.” 

The actions on Oct. 10 were part of a national 
movement to counter anti-abortion bullies who were set 
to protest clinics all over the U.S. They were at three 
Planned Parenthood facilities in Chicago. 

At each site here, we overwhelmingly out- 
numbered the zealots. These rallies were orga- 
nized by two women, Elizabeth Harrison and 
Eleanor Shoshany Anderson, also using social 
media. They “wanted people to know that we rep- 
resent a silent majority,” a majority that is start- 
ing to speak out and demonstrate. Groups there 
included Access Living, LGBTQ groups, FURIE, 
and News and Letters Committees. 

There is no question that feelings ran high as fa- 
natics tried to bait those of us supporting reproductive 
justice. One long-time pro-choice activist who must 
have been in her mid-70s responded to a male fanatic’s 
comments about the video by telling him: “Your pants 
are on fire, and you know what’s going to burn first!” 

— Marxist-Humanist participant 

Participate in a series of discussions on: 

The Philosophic Comprehension 
of History Illuminates Today's 
Crises: The Revolutionary 
Archives of Raya Dunayevskaya 

Archives come alive when a new problem 
confronts the world. We 
see something different 
because of what a new 
generation is facing. 

Our look at the 
Revolutionary Archives 
of Raya Dunayevskaya 
and Karl Marx can help 
us comprehend and act 
on today's problems such 
as catastrophic climate 
change, counter-revolutio 
coming from the revolutions of the Arab Spring 
and the unprecedented refugee disaster it 
created, racist police murders plaguing Black 
communities, the attack on women's reproductive 
rights and the widening gap between the super- 
rich and the poor. 

See page 9 for a local near you to find out 
when > where and how to participate. 
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UAW workers vote down Chrysler deal 


Detroit — The chasm between rank-and-file auto 
workers and their bureaucratic leadership has been 
growing for decades as dramatically revealed by the 
overwhelming rejection of the contract negotiated by 
the United Auto Workers (UAW) and Fiat Chrysler. 

UAW President Dennis Williams had expressed 
complete confidence that the proposed contract would 
be ratified. But 65% of Fiat Chrysler workers voted it 
down, forcing Williams to renegotiate. 

Chrysler’s 40,000 workers approved the second 
contract, but only after the UAW bureaucracy cut the 
voting period from a week to two days, giving less time 
for the opposition to mobilize than for the first vote. 

The two-tier wage system was the biggest target 
of the workers’ opposition to the original contract. This 
concession forced from the workers during the bank- 
ruptcy proceedings in 2007 has always rankled them, 
because it violated the long-held union principle of 
equal pay for equal work. 

ANTI-UNION TWO-TIER SYSTEM 

Second-tier entry-level workers were making $16 to 
$20 an hour, compared to $29 an hour for veteran work- 
ers. It was a source of dissension among the workers 
who live with this disparity every day. This was loudly 
and clearly expressed by UAW delegates at the pre- 
contract conference held in Detroit. 

The way this was dealt with in the first contract 
did not go far enough for the workers. Second-tier work- 
ers would get a wage raise, but would not get the same 
as veteran workers. This was not acceptable. 

There were other problems for the workers, who 
demanded more information about future plant pro- 
duction plans, healthcare and corporate investments. 
Workers would also get a $3,000 signing bonus upon the 
contract’s approval. 

The contract which workers forced to be renegotiat- 
ed had significant improvements: Second-tier workers 
will get full wages in eight years, and second-tier work- 
ers with four years service will be paid full wages at the 
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continued from p. 1 

At Kaiser HMO too, we’re tracked and measured 
obsessively. It’s an assembly-line mentality. Workers 
are mere appendages to the machine. Individuals’ lives 
are sacrificed at the altar of the company. Kaiser is like 
Amazon, where the running joke is: “When it came to 
work/life balance, work came first, life came second, 
and trying to find the balance came last.” 
HEALTHCARE OR SELLING -IT’S THE SAME 

Amazon sells things. At Kaiser, we’re supposed to 
deliver healthcare. Yet in both shops the bottom line 
is king — even healthcare has been transformed into a 
commodity. Marketing health insurance as a “product” 
lords over the concrete delivery of healthcare. 

At Kaiser we have a company union like in China. 
The union rep, now with the new title “Labor-Manage- 
ment-Partnership Liaison,” sits across the table next to 
the boss, like a tribunal, during disciplinary hearings 
for “attendance violations” like calling in sick, using 
your contractual sick time, even with a doctor’s note. 

Amazon carries this lack of empathy further 
with workers who get sick. When they return, still 
recovering from miscarriages or cancer treat- 
ments, they are told they will be put on a perfor- 
mance monitoring program. Without improve- 
ment they are invited to leave and are told the 
place would be more productive without them. 

One thing Kaiser obsessively monitors is “custom- 
er satisfaction.” They collect “satisfaction-survey” data 
that rates our “empathy” level towards the “customer” 
(we don’t call them patients anymore). These metrics 
are a cover-up for a total lack of empathy. We’re told to 
always wear a toothy grin even while we’re simultane- 
ously hitting the patient at bedside with a huge co-pay 
bill, or serving them an eviction notice that says they’ve 
overstayed their welcome. If they refuse to leave, there 
is an additional bill at the rate of $3,900 per day! 
EMPATHY ENDS WITH CAPITALISM 

Healthcare is not a product. It cannot be reformed 
under these deformed conditions where both workers 
and patients are treated as objects, with no real empa- 
thy, and where scientific data is used for deception. Em- 
pathy is hardly possible under capitalism, where health 
insurance marketing is a predatory sport. 

Workers everywhere suffer work-related mental 
anxieties and physical stress under what Marx called 
the “despotic plan of capital.” The working conditions 
at Amazon and where I work are eerily similar. Indeed, 
working conditions in the U.S., as across the world, are 
becoming similar to that of Chinese manufacturers like 
FoxConn. Marx’s concept of socially necessary labor 
time means there’s a global standard for despotic con- 
trol of production. 
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end of this four-year contract. Those workers with two 
years service will get an $8 per hour wage increase by 
the end of the contract. 

There is also no change in healthcare, and vet- 
eran workers get two wage increases of 3%, plus two 
bonuses of 4%. The new profit-sharing formula is $800 
for every 1% of North American profit margin. Veteran 
workers get a $4,000 signing bonus, and entry workers 
get $3,000. The contract includes $1.7 billion in pension 
funding, and a commitment that $5.3 billion would be 
invested in U.S. plants. 

Forcing Williams to renegotiate resulted in a 
much-improved contract and shows the power of a 
strike, which the workers were prepared to do. They 
pressured both Williams and Fiat Chrysler to make 
those improvements. — Andy Phillips 


Latina worker speaks 



Editor’s Note: Agricultural workers in the San 
Quinttn area of Baja California have been waging a 
struggle for decent wages and working conditions. They 
organized a work stoppage and have forced the growers 
and state government to bargain. Women are integral 
to the struggle. Below we print excerpts of an interview 
with agricultural worker Lucila Fernandez obtained by 
our sister journal Praxis en America Latina (www.prax- 
isenamericalatina. org). 

San Quintal, Baja California — I am 36 years old, and 
originally from Oaxaca. I am Mixtec and came to the 
San Quintin Valley in 1990 as a child laborer at the age 
of 11. I spent many years living in the labor camps of 
San Quintin. I married and started a family. 

I became an activist in the community of Santa 
Maria los Pinos, which was formed in 2003. I had lived 
in another community, named Triqui after the Triqui 
people, who are used to fighting for what they want. 

When we arrived here we found there were no 
schools. So all the mothers gathered and started 
to fight. From the first day the mothers invited 
me I wanted to join. It was a very difficult fight 
in a community that was enclosed in a wire mesh 
fence with guards. We asked: Why could the agri- 
cultural enterprise decide when we could come 
into our community, our houses, and when we 
could leave? We began to fight not only to have 
schools, but to have our rights. 

The struggle took three years, including the im- 
prisonment of several compaheros. There were deten- 
tions almost every day. It was a struggle for a single 
school, but for us our children are a priority. 

We were faced with a government that did not 
represent us, that supported the decisions that the 
company imposed upon us. But we said we must have 
a school. We took land and created a school. The gov- 
ernment Institute for Development and Housing then 
issued an arrest warrant for me. But the struggle con- 
tinued — mostly women — and now this small commu- 
nity has an elementary school, a kindergarten and a 
secondary school. 

In the years since, I have been involved in issues 
such as health and violence. I joined with fellow work- 
ers who went on strike for wages and decent working 
conditions. Many women have participated in this 
struggle, yet often we are not seen or mentioned. But 
here we are, and we are walking together with the men. 

My motto is to bring forth the voice and the needs 
of women. The struggle is not alone a question of labor 
rights and law, but also the needs of women. When we 
talk about women, we are talking about the whole fam- 
ily. When women are together we talk about what hurts 
and affects us and realize that we suffer the same dif- 
ficulties: our needs, our exclusion. Bringing the voice of 
women and the needs of women is not only about labor 
law, but as well the need for women to have timely and 
guaranteed healthcare. 

There have been advances, though not great ones. 
There is more inclusion of women. We do not want to be 
the same as the men, but we want respect for our rights. 
Most important is that people turn to San Quintin and 
we can say, “The workers are here, we live as agricul- 
tural workers and we demand our rights.” A wage can 
take away our hunger, but our rights are also a matter 
of everyday life. Women must be heard — all the workers 
must be seen and heard. Yes, a decent salary, but all 
our everyday social demands are part of life. 


Dismantling Detroit 
public schools 

Detroit — On Oct. 19 Michigan Gov. Snyder outlined 
his legislative agenda for the continued dismantling of 
the Detroit Public Schools (DPS) and the isolation of 
Detroiters from Detroit public education. 

Snyder proposes to split DPS into two: one, Detroit 
Public Schools, would hold the debt but have no physi- 
cal assets or operational functions. It would collect the 
millage that Detroiters approved in 2012, and send all 
of it to creditors. The elected school board would remain 
symbolically over this neutered entity. 

A new second entity, Detroit Community School 
District (DCSD) would run the education program and 
receive state funding. It would be controlled by a seven- 
member board, three appointed by Detroit Mayor Dug- 
gan and four by Snyder. 

With the Education Achievement Authority (EAA) 
created in 2011, Snyder would have two school districts 
in Detroit that he created and controls. 

Snyder says there is $515 million in DPS debt — he 
neglected to say the state created it. He plans to take 
$100 million more from the millage revenue for “invest- 
ments” in DCSD, and expects another $100 million in 
liabilities by next June 30. Thus the Snyder plan puts a 
$715 million debt load on the millage revenue. 
SCHOOL FUNDS GO DIRECTLY TO BANKS 

Detroiters approved the 2012 millage renewal ex- 
plicitly for the operation of schools to educate children. 
Snyder’s plan is of questionable legality, because it di- 
verts that millage revenue. 

He predicts Detroiters will renew the millage in 
seven years in order to finish paying the debt. But if all 
the money goes to creditors, that giant sucking sound 
of Detroit property taxes going to Wall Street may not 
generate a pro-millage renewal. 

Snyder’s plan would create a five-member Detroit 
Education Commission (DEC) that would have power 
over the DPS, DCSD, EAA and charter schools, run 
school enrollment activity, assess each school’s perfor- 
mance, close schools that were deemed inadequate and 
open new schools. 

Snyder will triplicate his control over Detroit 
schools by expanding the Financial Review Commission 
(FRC) that quietly runs oversight of the City of Detroit 
finances. The Mayor and City Council President are 
statutory members. For DPS oversight, Snyder would 
pull the latter two off that aspect of the commission and 
put two more of his people on it. 

OUTSIDE CONTROL OF SCHOOLS 

What it means is that Detroiters would have no say 
in any aspect of the education of their own children. 
Further, the very assets that generations of Detroit 
citizens built up and own would be shifted to Snyder’s 
agents. Even if proposed legislation continued legalis- 
tic ownership to Detroit citizens, it permanently takes 
away the rights of our ownership. 

This is important because the Snyder entities (DEC 
and FRC) can not only close schools, but the DEC can 
open schools. Snyder says that they could be DCSD or 
charter schools. He says that his DEC appointees would 
be “agnostic” on which system is better. 

But when Snyder’s Emergency Managers took over 
Highland Park and Muskegon Heights schools, they 
shut them down and chartered all schools in those cit- 
ies. No doubt Snyder’s “agnostic” appointees to the DEC 
will worship at the shibboleth of privatized education. 

— Elena Herrada 

rir 

How not \ o defend schools 

Detroit — The Detroit Federation of Teachers (DFT) 
held a rally to support school boiler operators, their fel- 
low union members. Under proposed budget cuts each 
operator now responsible for one site would cover up to 
five. This holds great risks to everyone in aging school 
buildings. Yet at an Education Town Hall the day be- 
fore, convened by State Representative Sherry Gay- 
Dagnogo, not one person mentioned the rally. 

One member of the powerless elected school board 
said, “I never thought I’d see the day when I’d refuse to 
pay union dues, but the Michigan Federation of Teach- 
ers has been in bed with the school takeover by the 
state and charter operators in poor and Black school 
districts. What are our choices here, charters or cults?” 
FEEDING ON THE CARCASS 

“Cults” refers to former DFT President Steve Conn, 
who ignored teachers, staff, students, parents — all but 
the tiny minority of teachers sympathetic to his orga- 
nization, By Any Means Necessary. Recently removed 
from office, Conn now fights for his job instead of for 
Detroit teachers and students. 

Most city public high schools, recently renovated 
with millions of taxpayer dollars, are now run directly 
by the state, by officials under investigation for corrup- 
tion. Reform is desperately needed, but the proposed 
empowerment zones will empower only the governor, 
the corrupt officials, school contractors and charter op- 
erators. 

— Susan Van Gelder 
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Black masses, youth and the needed 
U.S. revolution: philosophy and reality 


FROM THE WRITINGS OF 

RAYADUNAYEVSKAYA 


Editor’s note: At a time when Black masses have 
once again put U.S. “civilization” on trial, and when 
retrogression in thought, including in the Left, remains 
a major barrier to revolutionary change, we present ex- 
cerpts from “The Needed American Revolution: Phi- 
losophy and Reality,” Part IV of the July 1969 Draft 
Perspectives of News and Letters Committees, written 
by Raya Dunayevskaya under the title “World Crises 
and the Needed American Revolution” (#4365 in the 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, which is now online in 
its entirety at www.rayadunayevskaya.org) . 

With the sole exception of Marx and Engels, the 
possibilities of a social revolution in the U.S. have al- 
ways been greatly underrated, if not totally disregarded. 
Presently the anti-Vietnam War movement is so total in 
its admiration of the daring life-and-death struggle the 
Vietnamese have and are carrying on against U.S. im- 
perialism, that its own achievements are looked upon 
as aids of a very minor significance. There is no doubt, 
of course, that the greatest blow to U.S. imperialism 
has been and is being administered by the Vietnam- 
ese. But, while the anti-Vietnam War movement here 
is not the decisive force, 
there should be no doubt 
about its achievements. 

First is the expression of 
solidarity with the Viet- 
namese and against our 
own government. Sec- 
ondly comes the compul- 
sion of Lyndon B. John- 
son to take himself out 
of the presidential race, 
and the decision of Rich- 
ard Nixon to present 
himself as a veritable 
opponent of that war in 
order to be able to win 
the presidency. Thirdly 
is the refusal to consider 
the tokenism Nixon has 
decreed of “withdrawal” 
as anything but a fraud and the continuing pressure for 
the withdrawal of all U.S. troops. 

Above all these concrete achievements stands the 
birth, as a result of this struggle and its participation 
in the Black revolution, of a whole new generation of 
radicals. The youth may have neither the force nor the 
proletarian cast of the Black rebels, but the 1960s have 
made it as different from the Joseph McCarthy-Barry 
Goldwater youth of the 1950s as earth is from the moon, 
though we are now landing on it. 

BLACK MASS REVOLT, which has been a con- 
tinuous phenomenon in America, has assumed an 
intensity in many new forms since its spontaneous 
modern rebirth in the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955- 
56, and youth sit-ins in 1960, and in organizations as 
varied as the Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence and the Black Panthers. In the ghetto upheavals 
from Harlem, New York, to Oakland, Calif., from Watts 
in Los Angeles to the entire length and breadth of the 
U.S., the revolt goes on. By the present intensity as 
well as by its historic nature, it has disclosed the Achil- 
les heel of corporate America. Thus, there is no Es- 
tablishment claim, from affluence to democracy, from 
non-colonialism to education, much less from labor to 
housing, that Blacks have not been able to give the lie 
to — and gotten the world’s ear for the truth. Nor is it 
a question only of showing poverty amidst plenty. No 
one is going begging. Rather, it is a matter of display- 
ing mass self-activity, mass creativity, and revolution- 
ary will and daring even when allies from the majority 
whites are rare enough to come by. 

Whether it be the Black revolution, the youth re- 
volt, women’s liberation or the anti-Vietnam War move- 
ment, there is no doubt about the revolutionary forces 
actively working to uproot the old, the imperialist, the 
existing exploitative society. Even the white working 
class that is supposed to be “integrated” into the “sys- 
tem,” and surely is racist all too often — nevertheless, 
even it has shown new activity not only in strikes, but 
also in voting for Blacks, especially to union posts in 
those factories where Black caucuses were active. In a 
word, even white labor, skilled and unskilled, associ- 
ated itself with Blacks as the genuine force against the 
labor bureaucracy. 

WE’RE NOT TRYING to say that America is on 
the eve of a social revolution. What we are saying is 
that the U.S. economy is not free from crises, its poli- 
tics is fought internally as well as externally by Third 
World liberation forces. Objectively, everything, from 
the nuclear arms economy to the runaway inflation; 
from the imperialist misadventures, both as far away 
as Vietnam and as near as Latin America, to the Viet- 
nam War which the majority of the American people op- 
pose; and from the erratic behavior of the stock market 
and creeping unemployment — not so creeping among 


Blacks, where there is no less than 20% unemployment 
among Black ghetto youth — speaks of a ripening objec- 
tive situation of crisis. 

At the same time, though the movement of revolt 
is always played down as a “tiny minority,” even such 
journals as Fortune have had to admit that the same 
surveys that show that Students for a Democratic So- 
ciety (SDS) can count its members only in a few thou- 
sand, show it influences close to a million in all youth 
rebellions. And when it comes to the Black revolution, 
far from being able to attribute it all to “outside agita- 
tors,” there is no doubt in anyone’s mind that, despite 
the fact that the Black militant organizations hardly 
have mass memberships, there is no concrete event in 
the ghetto that doesn’t, in its spontaneity, involve the 
Blacks as a people. 

NO, THE WEAKNESS of what is referred to as 
the “New Left” is not so much in numbers as in lack of 
a total philosophy. Just when the masses are in motion, 
the leaderships are in disarray. The recent split in SDS 
(which is by no means all negative, since many, in dis- 
gust, are moving to genuine Marxism) has shown them 
behaving in as unprincipled and, in thought, as retro- 

gressionist a manner, as 
the PL’ers (Progressive 
Labor Party members) 
they were expelling. The 
positive, even in that, 
could be gleaned from 
the desire for “confron- 
tations” with the Estab- 
lishment. If they have 
nevertheless fallen un- 
der the spell of Maoist 
sloganizing — whether 
that be “power comes 
from the barrel of a 
gun,” or the abstractions 
of “dare to struggle, dare 
to win,” under the fatal 
illusion that all nuclear 
giants are “paper tigers” 
and therefore “to will 
revolution” was sufficient to have it — let us never for- 
get that all these myth-makers, headed by Mao Zedong, 
may cast a seemingly unbreakable spell on the youth. 
But, even where unbreakable, a spell is only a spell, 
and cannot replace reality. What can break the spell 
is revolutionary philosophy that meets the challenge of 
reality. 

Never was the task of philosophy more urgent. Nev- 
er was the dialectics of liberation in reality so in need of 
a dialectical philosophy. Never was the break between 
theory and practice more ominous, and the need for a 
unity of philosophy and revolution more indispensable 
to the freedom struggles the world over. The needed 
American revolution is the one force that can unlock 
world revolution, and not only because the USA is the 
mightiest imperialism and its disintegration frees the 
forward movement of humanity, but because the revo- 
lutionary forces here are not merely subordinate to the 
Third World. Rather, they are facing a developing revo- 
lutionary situation and philosophic release. 

“WHY HEGEL?” (that is, why dialectics?) “Why 
Now?” 1 (that is, why is it presently impermissible to 
separate philosophy and revolution?) reveals the need 
for philosophy if we are to achieve a revolution that will 
not sour, as every revolution, from the Russian through 
the Chinese to the African, has soured. Philosophy and 
Revolution discloses the obstacles that lie on the 
path to revolution, not only the dominance 
and militarization of U.S. impe- 
rialism, but also empiric thought 
that satisfies itself by naming a 
single imperialism as “Enemy No. 

1,” refuses to look at the totality of 
the world crises, insists on seeing 
only the external enemies, thereby 
failing to discern the internal revolu- 
tionary forces in each country. 

No one can seriously speak of 
American revolution unless it centers 
around the color Black. The failure to 
do so previously is precisely why the pos- 
sibilities of American revolution were 
discounted. Even when radicals finally got to writing 
“theses” on the question of American revolution, they 
were invariably abstract. It wasn’t necessarily due only 
to U.S. might, financial and military, and now nuclear 
as well. Rather, it was due to two very different types 
of subjective factors. One was the blindness to the van- 
guard character of the Black masses in any developing 
revolutionary situation. The other was the self-declared 
vanguard party’s lack of a total philosophy. 

Thus, during World War II when there was no 
doubt at all about the militancy of Negro revolt, when 

1. As published, Part I of Philosophy and Revolution 
was titled “Why Hegel? Why Now?” 


their mass outburst, in 1943, right in the midst of war, 
was equaled by only one section of the white proletariat, 
the miners, who went out on general strike, we had to 
fight, and fight hard, against the concept that the 1943 
upheaval was but a variant of the defensive struggles 
against the Ku Klux Klan at the end of World War I. 
And when, in 1947, the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
decided finally to write a thesis called nothing short of 
“The Coming American Revolution,” the Negro is not 
even mentioned as a revolutionary force. And when 
News & Letters started, and so did the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, it was considered a “joke” that Marxism and 
Freedom had placed that event on the level of the Hun- 
garian Revolution. The fact that the SWP now goes to 
the other extreme, and, as against a refusal to consider 
the Negro as a National Question, behaves as if Mal- 
colm X had been a combination of Lenin and Trotsky, 
only shows that dialectics remains as strange to them in 
1969 as in 1943 when, on the one hand, they failed to see 
the Blacks as Subject, and, on the other hand, saw nei- 
ther the Stalinist break with the dialectical structure 
of Capital, nor the transformation into opposite of the 
Russian workers’ state into a state-capitalist society. 

EMPIRICISM CHARACTERIZES THE U.S. 
LEFT, from SDS to the Black Panthers, however, not 
because that is central to “Anglo-Saxonism,” but be- 
cause it is a world retrograde step in the new world 
stage of capitalism — state-capitalism, and the admin- 
istrative mentality this produces even among revolu- 
tionaries. Not only do they think they can solve with 
“plans” what can only be solved by mass actions, and 
not only do they cling to elitist concepts in relationship 
to the proletariat whom they will “lead,” but, though 
youth, they also look down at youth who haven’t “signed 
up” — hence, SDS’s rapid reversal from its origins as a 
spontaneist, anti-vanguardist movement to its present 
elitism on ever narrower foun- 
dations. When we referred to 
retrogressionism appearing in 
thought, even among revolution- 
aries, at sharp turning points 
in history, we quoted Lenin on 
the horrors of war “suppressing 
thought,” which is the way the 
existing capitalism keeps its 
hold on the opponent move- 
ments, and not merely its own 
decayed ideology. Moreover, 
though under 30, they aren’t 
as “new” as they think. The 
fatal flaw in all U.S. radicalism, 
old and new, was the lack of dialectical thought ac- 
companying the lack of comprehension of the revolu- 
tionary forces at hand for the American revolution. 

In a word, if the American Revolution, so needed to 
unlock the World Revolution, is to move from the pos- 
sible, to the probable, to reality, we must know how to 
find new beginnings that are yet rooted in what Marx 
himself projected. News and Letters Committees, who 
first re-established the American and Humanist roots 
of Marxism, have, from the beginning, been active in 
the Black Revolution because it was both central to the 
American revolution and inseparable from the philoso- 
phy of revolution. This preparation to meet the chal- 
lenge from below on both the theoretical and practical 
levels makes it now imperative that it be developed, in 
all its ramifications. This is why the Resident Edito- 
rial Board has put a deadline on the completion of Phi- 
losophy and Revolution in 1970. Along with it continues 
our immediate activities, again both in the class, Black 
and youth struggles themselves as well as on the philo- 
sophical level. 

Thus, the projection of a pamphlet on Black Cau- 
cuses, such as the one at Mahwah. 2 

Thus, the growth of Marxist-Humanism, organi- 
zationally among the youth, has already made it pos- 
sible to present a resolution on “Racism and Class” 
at the SDS convention, which clearly separated it- 
self from both caucuses. 3 In the future months, the 
youth will no doubt continue to function both on 
the student level and in alliance with the prole- 
tariat, as well as part of the anti-Vietnam War 
movement.... 

The discussion on these concrete proposals will 
take place at the respective sessions [of the 1969 na- 
tional gathering of News and Letters Committees]. 
Here they are mentioned only in order to exemplify the 
type of tasks Marxist-Humanists set themselves on the 
immediate level and which yet show that, far from be- 
ing “the small coin of concrete questions,” concreteness 
is used in the full Hegelian-Marxian sense of compre- 
hensive, total dimension that has gained reality. 

2. “Black Caucuses in the Unions” by Charles Denby is includ- 
ed as an appendix in American Civilization on Trial: Black 
Masses as Vanguard. 

3. “A Discussion of Racism and Class,” a resolution submitted 
to the 1969 national convention of SDS by 19 SDS members, 
is included in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, #4582. 


Fibonacci Blue fiickr.com/photos/fibonaccibiue/20207475375/ 



July 31 march in Minneapolis to honor Sandra Bland and protest deaths of 
Black women in police custody. 
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Behind Markovic’s turn to fascism 
was rift with Marx’s humanism 


PHILOSOPHIC 

DIALOGUE 



by Ron Kelch 

The shocking images of neo-fascist Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban’s Hungarian border guards brutalizing 
thousands of Syrian refugees — many asking why they 
were forsaken by the world in their fight for a multi- 
ethnic democracy when the Arab Spring spread to Syr- 
ia — has put the global capitalist/statist system on trial. 
Refugees, asserting that it is not borders but their hu- 
manity that matters, reveal the hollowness of Europe’s 
claims it adheres to the most basic human rights and 
has regard for international law. 

When 900 refugees perished off the coast of Libya 
in April due to Europe’s calculated neglect, Italian 
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi rightly called it our 
day’s Srebrenica. A Europe that prides itself on hav- 
ing learned better, must face the fact that fascism and 
ethnic cleansing didn’t disappear with World War II. 
The slaughter of over 8,000 men and boys at Srebrenica 
is etched in European consciousness as part of the re- 
emergence of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia twenty years 
ago. 

News and Letters 
Committee’s principled 
support of struggles for a 
multiethnic society then 
and now stands out from 
most of the Left. (See 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: 

Achilles Heel of Western 
Civilization, hereafter re- 
ferred to as B-H . ) “World 
in View” columnist Gerry 
Emmett recently revis- 
ited the discussion of Mi- 
hailo Markovic. Markovic 
(1923-2010) was part of a 
Marxist humanist move- 
ment in Yugoslavia in the 
1960s and 1970s ques- 
tioning prevailing Marx- 
ism. After the collapse of 
the Yugoslav state in the 
1980s, he became central 
to the nationalist Serbian 
regime that, in the 1990s, 
committed war crimes, 
including mass rape, 
genocide and ethnic cleansing. 

In “Our Right to Exist: Bosnia and the Marxist- 
Humanist Archives,” * 1 Emmett raised the question: 
Though we criticized Markovic’s transformation into 
opposite and strongly opposed him politically when he 
became an ideologue of national socialist, Serbian fas- 
cism, why have we never clarified our differences with 
his Marxist humanism? I further want to ask: Why 
didn’t we work out our specific differences over Marx’s 
1844 Humanist Essays, upon which Markovic’s Marxist 
humanism also relied? 

MARKOVIC VS. DUNAYEVSKAYA 

Emmett writes that while the need for a philo- 
sophic critique of Markovic was discussed, none mate- 
rialized. Sharply contrasting Markovic with Raya Du- 
nayevskaya on methodology, Emmett refers to her 1987 
essay included in B-H, “A Post-World War II View of 
Marx’s Humanism, 1843-83; Marxist Humanism in the 
1950s and 1980s,” which summarized Marx’s human- 
ism for a Yugoslav audience. Emmett shows how such a 
critique can begin: 

Markovic: “Many followers of Marx have 
misinterpreted his method and construed it 
as a more or less closed methodology... But for 
Marx dialectic was primarily a weapon of so- 
cial criticism, a means of explaining existing 
social reality that would immediately point 
the way to revolutionary action.” ( Socialist 
Humanism, 1965) 

RD [Dunayevskaya]: “The self-develop- 
ment of ideas cannot take second place to the 
self-bringing-forth of liberty, because both the 
movement from practice that is itself a form of 
theory, and the development of theory as phi- 
losophy, are more than just saying philosophy 
is action. There is surely one thing on which we 
should not try to improve on Marx — and that 
is trying to have a blueprint for the future.” 

These quotations are rich in difference. 
Here I’ll just point to the philosophic differ- 
ence between “immediacy” in Markovic versus 
the development by RD of philosophic catego- 
ries adequate to encompass spontaneity, dif- 
ferent cultures and forms of development, and 
non-state forms of collectivity. Without this de- 
velopment Markovic fell into the most hideous 
kind of blueprint making possible. 

Emmett initiated a multi-faceted discussion on 


Contains: 
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Dunayevskaya's 

"A Post-World 
War II View of 
Marx's Humanism, 
1843-83; Marxist 
Humanism in the 
1950s and 1980s" 
as well as 
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News & Letters. 
$10, includes 
shipping. 

To order, see p. 7. 


1 To see Gerry Emmett’s talk, send $5 to our Chicago address 
(includes postage) and order Post-Plenum Bulletin #1. 


Dunayevskaya’s encompassing “philosophic catego- 
ries” vis-a-vis Markovic. My focus is to continue with 
the contrast between Markovic’s view of Marx’s 
methodology as “immediate-revolutionary ac- 
tion” and methodology that insists “the self-de- 
velopment of ideas” doesn’t take a back seat to 
“the self-bringing forth of liberty.” 

In his 1844 Humanist Essays Marx criticized views 
like Markovic’s even as he intimates Dunayevskaya’s. 
The second view of methodology resonated strongly 
with Dunayevskaya’s chapter in The Power of Negativ- 
ity: “Power of Abstraction” from which I got the form for 
my report to the Plenum on “Marx’s Self-determination 
of the Idea as Organization.” 2 

THE SELF-BRINGING FORTH OF LIBERTY 

Dunayevskaya’s 1987 essay looked to encompass- 
ing philosophic categories already in “Marx’s Human- 
ist Essays” (B-H, 105). In Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s 
Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution Du- 
nayevskaya further pinpointed that the source, the pre- 
cise moment of 
“self-clarifica- 
tion” and birth 
of the “self- 
determination 
of the Idea” of 
Marx’s Histori- 
cal Materialism 
came early on 
in the Essays 
with the con- 
cept of “Alienat- 
ed Labor” (125). 
Alienated labor, 
says Marx, has 
turned human 
life activity into 
a mere means 
to life. This vio- 
lates human- 
ity’s species 
essence or spe- 
cies being: self- 
determining, 
free, conscious 
activity that is 
not a mere means but the first necessity of life. Hu- 
man species essence never “directly merges” with any 
particular stage. 3 Yet it is important to recognize that 
this idea of freedom is an unchanging universal that 
particularizes itself in ever new ways in the course of 
human development. 

In other words, Marx’s concept of species being is 
open to all the new ways freedom particularizes itself 
through new human relations. From within each hu- 
man being comes the need to be needed as a human 
being, that is, recognized as the architect of one’s life 
activity. Marx hones in on alienated labor confronting 
private property that makes “worker’s own life-activi- 
ty” something sold and “only a mere means ... to exist” 
(CW, 9:202). But from the start the woman/man rela- 
tion is the most fundamental (CW, 3:295-6) in reveal- 
ing whether a human being is needed as a human be- 
ing. When Marx witnessed global capitalism’s colossal 
expansion of wealth through the slave trade — a new, 
especially brutal and specifically capitalistic form of ra- 
cialized slavery — the self-activity of Blacks in the U.S. 
to reclaim their humanity as free, conscious agents of 
their life activity became the vanguard of the idea of 
freedom for a new international workers’ movement. 

THE SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS 

Dunayevskaya associates Marx’s concept of hu- 
man essence, which encompasses multiple aspects of 
the drive to be needed as a human being, with Hegel’s 
“self-bringing forth of liberty.” The “self-bringing forth 
of liberty” is a shorthand expression for Hegel’s appear- 
ance of philosophy “...as a subjective cognition, of which 
liberty is the aim, and which is itself the way to produce 
it” ( Hegel’s Philosophy of Spirit, para. 476). In other 
words, the “self-bringing forth of liberty” would involve 
explicitly engaging new freedom movements with the 
universal of self-determining free, conscious activity as 
the first necessity of life. This universal did shape the 
whole of Marx’s life of revolutionary theory and prac- 
tice, including a key principle to envision and realize 
freedom in a post-capitalist society. When Marx explic- 
itly returns to this principle to guide a post-capitalist 
future in his 1875 Critique of the Gotha Program, pro- 
jecting the principle is what sets a specifically Marx- 
ist organization apart from all other tendencies (CW, 
24:87). 

2. Both reports are available in “Post-Plenum Bulletin #1” and 
mine is also available online at ronkelch.wordpress.com 

3. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Collected Works (Inter- 
national Publishers: New York) vol. 3, p. 276, further refer- 
enced as “CW” with the volume number and page number 
in the text. 


From the start (1844) the self-development of 
the idea of Marx’s Historical Materialism and the 
“self-bringing forth of liberty” were bound together. 
Markovic and others are oblivious to how the idea of 
freedom itself, with which Marx begins, undergoes a 
dramatic self-development already in the 1844 Essays. 
In his contribution to Socialist Humanism, 4 Markovic 
stops halfway with the “positive” in “the annulment 
of alienated existence,” citing Marx on communism or 
“practical humanism” through the “annulment of pri- 
vate property” and “atheism” as “theoretical human- 
ism” (86). Markovic certainly recognizes that Marx saw 
communism in terms of “negation of the negation” (CW, 
3:306), criticizing Stalinism for rejecting this “key prin- 
ciple” (90). 

Even though communism is the positive that comes 
out of the necessary negation of private property which 
exacerbates alienated labor, this “negation of the nega- 
tion” is not enough. This “practical humanism,” too, has 
to be transcended for “self-deriving... positive human- 
ism” to “come into being” (CW, 3:342). Communism as 
“the appropriation of the human essence through the 
intermediary of the negation of private property... [is] 
not yet the true, self-originating position but rather 
a position originating from private property...” (CW, 
3:313). By itself communism is merely an “intermedi- 
ary” either on the way to, or in the way of, the full real- 
ization of the “human essence” in reality. 

Self-determining, free, conscious activity as the 
first necessity of life is the irreconcilable, absolute op- 
posite to alienation and does not stop at any particular 
stage of development. Without explicitly recognizing 
just that, one is subject to becoming identical to what 
one opposes which, in the case of communism, is just 
another form of property, collective instead of private. 
What Marx simply noted, that it is “a real advance to 
have at the outset gained a consciousness of the limited 
character” of communism (CW, 3:313), demands to be 
brought front and center if humanity is going to avoid 
still another barbaric transformation-into-opposite like 
Markovic’s. 

Because Marx began from the absolute opposite 
of alienation, he addresses the crucial question of our 
day which has seen so many revolutions transform into 
their opposite: “what happens after revolution?” For 
Markovic, Marx’s humanist “dialectic was primarily a 
weapon of social criticism, a means of explaining so- 
cial reality that would immediately point the way to 
revolutionary action.” In that mode one likewise never 
gets fully beyond one’s opposition to social reality, never 
fully comprehends how human species being positively 
generates that social reality anew. 

Specifically human development, “real species 
consciousness,” can only be realized when “negation of 
the negation” becomes a “self-referred negation” where 
each one experiences reality as the self-movement of 
the idea of freedom that is always open to the new (CW, 
3:342). As our time confronts global capitalism’s mul- 
tiple crises and absolute threats to humanity through a 
drift into fascism, terror, total war, or ecological apoca- 
lypse, no halfway dialectic will do. There is no substi- 
tute for re-creating Marx’s original philosophy of a new 
humanism. 

4. Published in 1965, Socialist Humanism, an international 
symposium edited by Erich Fromm, is a classic reference 
to many Marxist humanist thinkers. Markovic’s contribu- 
tion, “Humanism and Dialectic,” summarized his return 
to Marx’s early work. Raya Dunayevskaya’s contribution, 
“Marx’s Humanism Today,” is available at: http://rayadu- 
nayevskaya.org/ArchivePDFs/3565.pdf. 
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FROM OKINAWA TO YEMEN: MILITARISM, IMPERIALISM, REVOLT 



On Oct 13, after weeks of 24-hour 
protests that interrupted construction 
and constantly delayed the entrance and 
exit of U.S. marines to their new base 
at Henoko, the governor of Okinawa, Ja- 
pan, Takeshi Onaga, ruled the construc- 
tion illegal. Onaga routinely finds some 
technical legal 
issue to stop 
construction, 
and a week or 
so later Tokyo 
overrules him. 

Yet protesters 
take it as a sign 
they are having 
an effect. “If the 
people’s inter- 
est keeps grow- 
ing, the govern- 
ment will give up,” one insisted. 

Although the majority of Okinawa 
politicians and intellectuals quoted in 
the media express worry that not build- 
ing a 33rd U.S. military facility on the 
875 square mile island would imply bad 
faith and would put the Japan-U.S. al- 
liance in jeopardy, protesters believe it 
is important to challenge U.S. power. 
As military trucks go in and out of He- 
noko accompanied by Japanese security 
guards, people on loudspeakers chant 
“Marines Out of Okinawa” and “Close 
All Bases.” 

Buddy 

Okinawa 

Shahrokh Zamani, a founding mem- 
ber of the Paint Workers Union in Teh- 
ran, Iran, was an outspoken communist 
labor activist who fought all his life to 
better the conditions of his fellow work- 
ers. He was arrested for the first time 
in 1993 and was targeted often for his 
activism and imprisoned. He was last 
arrested in June 2011. In prison he 
showed good spirits to his prison mates 
and was supportive. He died in Rajaee 
Shahr Prison in Karaj, Iran, on Sept. 13, 
found in his bed with blood in his mouth 
and a blow to his head. Many believe he 
was murdered. He was serving an 11- 
year sentence. He was an inspiration to 
all involved in the labor struggle and his 
memorial turned into a protest. 

https://freeshahrokh.wordpress.com/ 
London, England 

REPRESSION IN RUSSIA 

The situation in Russia is getting 
worse. The hysteria of propaganda 
against “external and internal en- 
emies” is escalating, as well as pres- 
sure on opposition and civil society in 
general. All opposition rallies in the 
center of Moscow are now forbidden; 
organizers of Boris Nemtsov’s murder 
are protected by the state (while ev- 
erybody knows that they are people 
of Putin’s Chechen vassal Ramzan 
Kadyrov); the TV continues attacks 
on all critics of the regime, particu- 
larly targeting “The May 6th Commit- 
tee” — which defends those arrested in 
big anti-Putin demonstrations — as 
“traitors and foreign agents,” etc. And 
now the government has launched a 
new military intervention — in Syria, 
where Russian rockets are killing op- 
ponents of Assad’s regime and civil- 
ians under the pretext of “fighting 
ISIS.” 

But possibilities of activities are 
not yet totally destroyed. It is still 
possible to work with Praxis Research 
and Educational Center, Memorial, 
and the Russian Confederation of 
Labor. Now a book on the history of 
workers and the trade union move- 
ment in Russia will be published 
soon; seminars on the politics of the 
labor movement and democratic Left 
continue. Plans are also underway for 
a conference in Tbilisi, on the history 
of the labor movement and Socialism 
in Georgia. There may also be a sym- 
posium devoted to the anniversary of 
the anti-war Kienthal conference of 
1915. Dissident 

Russia 


“Counter-revolution in Middle East 
shows crisis of humanity” (Sept. -Oct. 
N&L) shows the human forces of lib- 
eration in three regions/countries: the 
Iraqi people, the Kurds in Turkey and 
the Syrian masses. Practically, the ar- 
ticle tells about the coming together of 
“the Kurdish forces with elements of the 
Free Syrian Army — an opening for a po- 
tential deepening of the revolution on 
both parts.” But what points to unity not 
only in practice but in theory is that the 
three forces are struggling for a world 
with new human foundations, against 
religious sectarianism and for human 
unity and freedom. Their universal as- 
pirations help us understand why the 
article concludes, “It is not a question 
of simply judging events by their mul- 
tiethnic character, important as that is, 
but of the relation of subjects of revolt 
to a philosophy needed to overcome the 
terrible retrogression we see today.” We 
need to go further on this relation of 
movements from below with a philoso- 
phy of revolution in permanence capable 
of encompassing them. 

Reader 

Mexico 

As the bombings intensify in Yemen, 
dozens of messages have been pouring 
into my facebook and email: “Tell the 
world that the situation is unbearable in 
Yemen, Afrah! The killed ones had mer- 
cy from Allah, but we, the living ones, 
are going through a slow death. Tell the 
world, Afrah!” 

Such messages made insomnia my 
new best friend. It’s really a cruel world. 
Most of the “world” has been bought by 
Saudi money; even our president, Hadi, 
was bought by Saudis’ money. Each mis- 
sile and each rocket fired at Yemen is 
done with 
the blessings 
of Hadi. How 
can we, poor 
activists, 
journalists 
and bloggers, 
face the Sau- 
dis’ power/money/dominance/hegemony 
machine? What ordinary people in Ye- 
men and from Yemen — who are shat- 
tered around the world — what they feel 
most painfully is how it is to be aban- 
doned, not only by the “world,” but also 
by their own president, Hadi. The Sau- 
dis promised to give the UN big money 
to address the humanitarian plight in 
Yemen with one condition: that it’s to be 
distributed in the Saudi-Hadi liberated 
areas only. Let the rest of the country 
starve to death! Who can hear Yemenis? 
Who can hear their outcries? Who can 
save Yemen? Who? 

Afrah Nasser 
Sweden 


TRANS PEOPLE AS SUBJECTS 

Nov. 20 marks the 17th Internation- 
al Transgender Day of Remembrance 
(TDOR), to remember people who were 
murdered or committed suicide since 
TDOR 2014 for being, or being per- 
ceived as, Transgender or gender non- 
conforming (GNC). Transgender people 
and their supporters participated in the 
Philly Trans March on Oct. 10. I will 
attend the event at Chicago’s TGLBQ 
community space. Transgender people 
continue, too slowly, to gain rights. Ar- 
gentina’s Buenos Aires is the first pro- 
vincial government in the world that set 
aside at least 1% of its jobs for Trans 
people. But Malaysia’s highest court 
ruled that cross-dressing is illegal un- 
der Sharia law; and Palatine, 111., Town- 
ship High School District 211 only al- 
lows Trans high school students access 
to private locker room space, which is in 
defiance of the Office of Civil Rights rul- 
ing that students have unrestricted ac- 
cess to the entire locker room. An Asso- 
ciation of American Universities survey 
found that about a quarter of Transgen- 
der and GNC students are sexually ha- 
rassed, while Trans people are executed 
in Iran. Clearly, we all must continue to 


work to increase acceptance and full hu- 
man rights for Transgender people. 

Elise 

Chicago 

As a newly transitioning Trans- 
gender woman, I had encountered rude 
comments but several days ago I was 
confronted with my first official act of 
transphobic discrimination. I went to 
the post office to cash a money order. You 
need two photo IDs. Now, my appear- 
ance as a Transgender woman is much 
different than my appearance on my old 
ID. The clerk looked at me, looked at my 
ID, called me sir, and then said he would 
have to consult his supervisor. When she 
came back, I was told that since my sig- 
nature on my ID card and on the money 
order didn’t match, they would not cash 
the money order. It wasn’t the signature 
that was the issue, it was that I am now 
a woman. Rank discrimination. 

Transgender reader 
Queens, New York 


FIGHTING SEX TRAFFICKERS 

Another Tribal woman, Sheila Lou 
St. Clair, has gone missing in Duluth, 
Minn. Sheila has been a friend and 
supporter of Hildegard House, a haven 
for abused and trafficked women. Now 
her friends fear for her life. The traf- 
fickers have been killing women who 
rebel against them, usually by drowning 
them in the waters of the Great Lakes. 
There are criminal gangs operating net- 
works of forced sex-slaves, mostly Native 
American women, from Duluth along 
the Great Lakes to the east coast. What 
has happened to the world and to jour- 
nalists who might ferret out the truth 
about what is happening? 

Hildegard House supporter 
Duluth, Minn. 


STUDENTS DISREGARDED 

There is a blatant disregard for the 
education of Black, Latin@, immigrant 
and working class students here in 
Detroit. It seems as if, in this post-in- 
dustrial Age, there will be less need for 
workers, so the first to get disregarded 
are the students. No one is willing to 
admit the failure of the charter school 
concept, as students are not graduating 
more educationally prepared. 

Another 
aspect that is 
totally missed 
is the aspect 
of technology 
and its effect 
on literacy. We 
are quickly becoming a non-reading so- 
ciety, which is okay if you are consigned 
to the sector of society not expected to 
contribute creatively. The rush to get 
tablets to second graders will be a detri- 
ment to learning, creativity and imagi- 
nation. Businesses are really invested in 
this promotion because it creates either 
contracts or tax write-offs. 

Subscriber 

Detroit 


THREATS TO THE PLANET 

Regarding “Horrors of Hiroshima 
linger 70 years later” (Sept.-Oct. N&L), 
the fear of nuclear war has tormented 
all my life. One of my deepest wishes 
and concerns is that the world should be 
freed forever from this horrible threat to 
all life on this planet. I would love to con- 
tribute in any way I can to ridding the 
world of these weapons of madness and 
hatred before it is too late. 

Ramakuma 
Fairfax, Calif. 


The Democratic Presidential can- 
didates’ debate just a few days earlier 
had no noticeable impact on the People’s 
Climate March. It is true that they con- 
trasted starkly with the Republicans’ 
commitment to lying about climate 
change, but none of them went further 
than Bernie Sanders’ reformist call “to 
transform our energy system away from 
fossil fuel to energy efficiency and sus- 
tainable energy.” 

Marcher 

Chicago 

An unworthy op-ed disguised as a 
news article appeared in The New York 
Times Sept. 21, “When Radiation Isn’t 
the Real Risk” — and it won an award, 
Nuclear Hotseat’s “Numb Nuts of the 
Week.” In the article the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, well known as a 
nuclear power booster, claims that “no 
one has been killed or sickened by the 
[Fukushima] ra- 
diation,” bundling 
1,600 deaths into 
one cause, “stress.” 
And Dr. Mohan 
Doss, by advanc- 
ing hormesis — the 
fraudulent idea 
that small amounts 
of radiation can be 
good for you — is 
denying science 
that was settled by Alice Stewart in 
1957, nearly 60 years ago. Dr. Timothy 
Mousseau has been studying the in- 
sects, birds and mammals of Chernobyl 
and Fukushima, for years. They are not 
known to be stressed to death by evacu- 
ation orders. 

January 

Chicago 


RACIST F.B.I. HEAD 

In what appears to be a deeply rac- 
ist statement, F.B.I. Director James 
Comey tried to shut down any critique 
of police for the slaughter of Black men, 
women and children. Even he had to ac- 
knowledge that he was basically pulling 
it out of a part of his body that was not 
his brain since he had no data, that is, 
no actual facts to back up his statement. 
That didn’t stop him from falsely claim- 
ing that recent criticism of the police 
is directly tied to an increase in crime. 
Why? Because according to Comey, cops 
don’t want to be caught on tape doing 
something naughty that might go viral. 
Wow, what a great view he has of the po- 
lice if the plea and demand that Black 
Lives Matter, so terrifies them of some 
possible added scrutiny that they stop 
doing their jobs. Sorry, Comey, the Black 
Lives Matter movement opened a door 
that you are not going to be able to close. 

Angry Women’s Liberationist 
Chicago 


I CAROL DUNN CARTER I 

Carol Dunn Carter, long-time friend 
of News and Letters Committees, died in 
Detroit Oct. 5. Born in Iowa in 1924, she 
came to Michigan in 1949 to care for her 
cousin’s baby. She continued to care for 
children until she married William Ed- 
ward Carter, who died in 1989. She met 
News and Letters Committees through 
her activities with the Congress of Ra- 
cial Equality (CORE) in the 1960s. Carol 
was passionate and continuously active 
in the fight for social justice, and active 
until a stroke several years ago sidelined 
her. 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroit 
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ON BECOMING PRACTICING DIALECTICIANS 


I was interested in seeing the com- 
plete document that was excerpted in 
the Sept.-Oct. 2015 N&L, “A revolu- 
tionary attitude to Archives” (#10348 
in the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection). 
I found the subtitle, “The Process of 
Becoming ‘Practicing Dialecticians,’” 
helpful. Precisely that process is what 
tracing Marx’s last decade 
and Marxist-Humanist de- 
velopment is all about. The 
preceding section called 
“Becoming Practicing Dia- 
lecticians” spoke to the 
task of Marxist-Humanists 
in creating a new form for 
N&L at that moment. The 
challenge is practicing dialectics at ev- 
ery moment. Eugene Walker 

Mexico City 

There are other movies inspired by 
the 1971 Stanford prison experiment. 
All of them focus on the abstract ethi- 
cal issue, and not on the need to uproot 
completely this capitalist society. They 
stress how good people turn evil, al- 
most affirming that “humans are evil 
by nature.” Naturally, this is a bourgeois 
way of thinking, for it implies that, as 
people are evil by nature, there is noth- 
ing else we could do. “Philip Zimbardo 
and Marx’s Humanism” (Sept.-Oct. 
N&L) contrasts the “ethical issue” of 
the experiment with a wider view of hu- 
manism, and then goes to Marx’s 1844 
philosophic writings. However, it is a 
little confusing, since it jumps from the 
experiment to Marx without developing 
the latter’s ideas to a more comprehen- 
sible form. This made Marx’s quotes feel 
a little forced, like if we had the Stanford 
experiment and Marx next to one anoth- 
er, without one coming dialectically out 
of the other. Anyway, the text opens new 
possibilities to understand the struggle 
of prisoners for human treatment. 

Activist 

Mexico 

The commentary on Zimbardo 
brought out the fundamental link be- 
tween the dispositional good nature of 
people and Marx’s concept of human- 
ism and made it quite accessible. I’m 


about halfway through [Zimbardo’s] The 
Lucifer Effect. I recently read The Fal- 
sification of Afrikan Consciousness by 
New Afrikan psychologist Amos Wilson. 
Wilson wrote about the power of the rul- 
ers to define or diagnose various kinds 
of behavioral characteristics, particu- 
larly those that do not comport with the 
prescribed social norms 
of capital relations. We 
have narrow, self-serving 
definitions and diagnoses 
stemming purely from 
innate dispositions of an 
individual. The tragedy 
of that kind of definition/ 
diagnosis is that the sys- 
tem of capital relations is never called 
into question. Zimbardo takes up where 
Wilson leaves off in bringing to the fore 
the need to include the impact of the sit- 
uation and the system on an individual’s 
behavior. Zimbardo is advocating that in 
order for a definition or a diagnosis to 
have credibility it must include a holistic 
analysis. Faruq 

Represa, Calif. 

*** 

In the document of Dunayevskaya’s 
printed in the Sept.-Oct. N&L, she uses 
the surprising expression “The Dialec- 
tic of the Party” to describe the book 
she intended to write. What a dialectic 
of development that title, that concept, 
underwent in the two years she worked 
on the book. Now that her Archives are 
online one can seek that in Vol. XIII. The 
development was far too deep and ex- 
tensive to show in a short note, but one 
can get an indication of the distance she 
traveled in the title she finally arrived 
at in 1987: “Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy: The ‘party’ and forms 
of organization born out of spontaneity” 
Marxist-Humanist Archives fan 
Los Angeles 

In issue after issue of N&L, we 
have seen an analysis of how things 
are evolving in Greece. One of the first 
articles that I remember was “Greece: 
Postmodernism in Power” (March-April 
N&L). We published a Spanish trans- 
lation of it in the May-June 2015 issue 
of our paper Praxis en America Latina, 


before the July referendum. We received 
some critique for publishing it. Some 
people were still “astonished” by how 
Syriza had been able to “challenge” the 
European powers. They also complained 
about the criticism of Althusser, Laclau, 
Varoufakis and others all together as 
post-Marx Marxists (in Dunayevskaya’s 
pejorative sense of this concept). Since 
that essay, the position of N&L has 
been clear: Syriza is not the masses. To 
beat capitalism, we need a much wider 
philosophy of liberation than that of Al- 
thusser, Laclau and company. And how 
things have turned out since then — 
Syriza actually betraying the masses! 
It is not that N&L “predicted” what was 
about to come, but that it is rooted in a 
strong philosophy of human liberation. 

J.G.F. Hector 

Mexico City 


VOICES FROM BEHIND BARS 

I have been receiving N&L since 
2002 and each one gets better. N&L is 
my distraction to the prison industrial 
complex. As a Black man, I appreciate 
your coverage of the Black Lives Mat- 
ter campaign. All lives matter, no one 
disagrees with that, but the reason an 
emphasis has been put on Black Lives 
Matter is that Black lives never mat- 
tered in the mainstream media or to 
the average citizen. If Black lives did 
matter, we wouldn’t have to say it. The 
Eric Garner situation is proof that Black 
lives don’t matter; and do I need to say 
more regarding Mike Brown and the oth- 
ers who lost their lives to racist, blood- 
thirsty pigs? When Black Lives Matter, 
activists will stop saying it. When Black 
Lives do Matter is when the racist pig 
establishment will be held accountable 
for eradicating Black and Brown people. 

Prison rights activists in 
Wisconsin prisons 

Most likely portions of this letter 
will be illegible due to officers over- 
stamping some people’s mail with a 
non-transparent stamp. Ever since I 
came to Pelican Bay-SHU, everyone 
I have written to has written me back 
stating that they couldn’t read portions 
of my letters due to these security hous- 



ing unit stamps. My mom told me that 
they stamped my one-page letter four 
times, and she couldn’t read it. What if 
something happened to me and I tried to 
tell her, but she couldn’t read my letter 
due to these excessive stamps? No doubt 
these officers deliberately use these 

stamps to keep us silent. Prisoner 

Crescent City, Calif. 

I like how “California prisons’ puni- 
tive ‘wellness checks’” (Sept.-Oct. N&L) 
let us hear the voices of prisoners speak- 
ing for themselves, the universality and 
humanity of their struggle. One of the 

most im- 
portant 
contribu- 
tions of 
N&L is to 
conceive 
prisoners 
as a revo- 
lutionary 
subject — 
with wom- 
en, Black 
people, youth, workers. Reader 

Mexico 

*** 

I write this letter to request a year 
subscription to N&L. I would also like to 
thank you for the hard work and dedi- 
cation y’all put into the struggle around 
the world. Know I really appreciate the 
solidarity. Prisoner 

Camp Hill, Penn. 

I am being released in September. 
You can send my N&L to my new ad- 
dress, enclosed. Thank you for your time 

and help. Getting out 

San Antonio, Texas 


TO OUR READERS: Can 
you donate $5 for a prisoner who 
cannot pay for a subscription 
to N&L? It will be shared with 
many others. Prisoners are eli- 
gible to continue their free sub- 
scriptions when they first get 
released, at a time when the 
system tries to make them forget 
the struggle. 
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Voices from Chernobyl chart disaster 


Voices from Chernobyl: The oral history of a nuclear 
disaster by Svetlana Alexievich (Published 2006). 

“I am not married to sorrow, I just choose not 
to look away .” — Terry Tempest Williams 

These oral sketches create an unforgettable mo- 
saic of emotional and intellectual impressions: love, 
friendship, heartbreak, anger, self-justi- 
fication, guilt, bitterness, nostalgia, lost 
lives and resignation. The mother of a 
daughter with extreme mutations, whose 
surgeries began when she was two days 
old, said, “The ones like her don’t live, . . 

. But she didn’t die, because I loved her.” 

Among Belarusians, only the best 
informed and most distrustful of the 
Soviet government panicked in April 
1986 when the day rained fallout from 
the equivalent of many Hiroshima-style 
bombs. A child remembered the weather 
in Minsk after the faraway explosion, 

“There was a black cloud and hard rain.” 

People heard that there had been an 
accident at Chernobyl, but the May Day 
celebration was upon them and nobody 
wanted to miss it. Celebrants noticed that the rain pud- 
dles were shiny yellow and green as though painted, but 
that was not a reason to cancel the festivities — Minsk’s 
best May Day ever. But many, even those not yet born, 
lost their innocence. 

Heartbroken young women and dying men, the liq- 



Aerial view of Chernobyl burning 


EDITORIAL 


continued from p. 1 

termed so-called primitive accumulation. At the same 
time, first Boris Yeltsin, then Putin, were given free 
rein to destroy Chechnya, killing at least 150,000 peo- 
ple. 

The new Nobel Prize winner for literature, Svet- 
lana Alexievich, described the mood in today’s Russia 
this way: “People are disappointed at the 20 years that 
have passed since the collapse of the Soviet Union. It 
was we, the ‘elite,’ who wanted perestroika, but people 
stayed silent. It turns out now, when Putin began to 
speak their language, that people chose the past in- 
stead of the future. It is the most terrible discovery of 
the latest years. Of course, Russian television perverts 
people. Journalists of Russian media should be tried for 
what they are saying.” 

THE PULL OF RETROGRESSION 

Putin made his retrogressive aims clear in Ukraine. 
The seizing of Crimea led to the suppression of the Ta- 
tars, who suffered genocide under Stalin. Their non- 
violent resistance is slandered as ISIS-inspired. The 
occupation of industrial areas of eastern Ukraine has 
suppressed workers’ self-activity. Today the occupied 
parts of Ukraine are plastered with images of Stalin 
and czarist symbols, while attacks on Jews, Roma, and 
LGBT people are encouraged by the Russians. 

The suppression of workers, the crushing of 
revolution — these aims are hardly alien to bour- 
geois society, including bourgeois liberals. But 
they are a particular inspiration for the grow- 
ing European neo-fascist movement, from the 
French National Front to Hungary, in which the 
far-Right Fidesz party contends for power with 
the neo-Nazi Jobbik party. All praise Putin’s “de- 
fense of traditional values.” 

The U.S. right wing, from Patrick Buchanan to 
Donald Trump, has very kind words for Putin as well. 
They appreciate his opposition to “multiculturalism,” 
secularism and internationalism. (As for the part of the 
“Left” that tailends this horror show, they are beneath 
contempt.) Despite temporary alignments, the seeds of 
world imperialist war continue to proliferate in this re- 
actionary soil. 

THE IDEA OF FREEDOM 

Putin knows that the U.S. and other powers are in 
no hurry to see the overthrow of Assad if they can’t be 
the ones to manage the transition. He knows the depth 
of their hypocrisy. We are seeing the day of the naked 
emperors. 

Syrian revolutionaries understand this. The Local 
Coordinating Committees (LCC) state: “Russian troops 
are now openly fighting alongside the army of the dic- 
tator. Despite international consensus that the attacks 
have not targeted ISIS positions, we have yet to see any 
forceful condemnations regarding the killing of civil- 
ians, and this leads us to believe that the international 
community is tacitly approving of these attacks... 

“The LCC calls upon all revolutionary forces and 
factions to unite by any means and respond to the Rus- 
sian aggression. We further call upon the international 
community to uphold its moral and legal responsibili- 
ties regarding the strategic direction of current events 
in Syria” (Oct. 2, 2015). 

The people are not going to turn back. What Putin 
wants to kill is the very idea of a free, multiethnic, revo- 
lutionary Syria — but that idea of freedom, the essence 
of humanity, will persist. 


uidators, comprised several of the sketches in Alexiev- 
ich’s book. Two-week rotations for cleanup of the nucle- 
ar reactor turned into six months, and their acceptance 
of Party leadership was tempered when they realized 
they had been sent as necessary sacrifices — not that 
they didn’t understand, but just that all illusions were 
destroyed. One radioactive laborer com- 
plained, “I can’t take my little boy in my 
arms.” 

Repeatedly the men cited their 
ideals as Slavs or Communists, who 
didn’t think of themselves except as part 
of a necessary whole to be preserved even 
at the cost of their lives. As they died, 
their fantastically loyal wives tried to 
protect them. One of the wives explains 
not only the 10-year ordeal of watching 
the unspeakably gruesome death of her 
husband, but trying to shield him from, 
one by one, the deaths of his comrades 
and attempts not to bring him a mirror, 
which in the end he demanded. 

A man and wife, teachers, con- 
tributed to the mosaic with illumi- 
nating descriptions of how radiation affected 
students still well enough to be at school on some 
days. “They are constantly seeing someone or 
something get buried.” They describe children 
who aren’t “like the kids I taught 10 years ago.” 
They don’t play or fool around, but faint if they 
have to stand for more than 15 minutes. Children 
who can’t be surprised or made happy, “always 
tired and sleepy” with pale, gray faces. “If they 
fight or accidentally break a window, the teach- 
ers are pleased.” These children don’t get yelled 
at, can’t remember a five-minute-old lesson and 
are “growing so slowly.” 

Philosophical essays on various topics comprise an 
important part of the mosaic; some explaining people’s 
change of heart as they resigned themselves to the 
consequences of years of excess radiation. The book in- 
cludes observations by children who spent most of their 
lives in radiating environments or had been evacuated. 

They had poignant memories: “Since the year I was 
born (1986) there haven’t been any boys or girls born in 
our village. I’m the only one.” The sparrows and May 
bugs disappeared from our town. “My plants are there, 
and two albums of stamps, I was hoping to bring them 
with me. Also, I had a bike.” “I had a friend, Andrei. 
Yulia, Katya, Vadim, Oksana, Oleg, and now Andrei. 
The whole sky is alive for me now when I look at it, 
because they’re all there.” 

Says the compiler of these voices, Alexievich, 
“These people had already seen what for everyone else 
is still unknown. I felt like I was recording the future.” 

As one of the voices says, “ . . . Lazarus . . . looked 
into the abyss. And now he’s alien, he’ll never be the 
same as other people, even though Christ resurrected 
him.” — January 



Prisoners speak on 
Hugo ‘ Yogi ’ Pinell 

It pains as well as angers me to hear that Hugo 
“Yogi” Pinell was set up by prison guards and assas- 
sinated. I agree that he was assassinated, because 
I was at that prison for over a decade and several 
weeks before my departure to another SHU there 
was evidence of the setup being 
put in motion. 

For some strange reason 
officers decided that they were 
gonna start packing non-white 
inmates up and transferring 
them to C-Yard, stating that 
they need to make room for 
eight whites from another pris- 
on. In my entire time at CSP-S 
this has never happened and 
we all knew something was up. 

When a person receives 
threats, officers remove him 

from the yard and place him in the hole pending in- 
vestigation, but this did not happen. Instead Pinell 
was left in harm’s way and, just to ensure the attack, 
they transferred in eight hostile whites. 

It was clear to me and everyone else what tru- 
ly happened leading up to the assassination of our 
brother. I would like those concerned to request all 
the movement logs as well as incoming transfers and 
explanations from CSP-S for the bed movements. 
They don’t just do those things for no reason. 

— Prisoner observer in Pelican Bay 
* * * 

It killed me inside to see Big Brother Yogi’s obit 
in the last issue of News & Letters. I left him in B3- 
SHU/Step Down Program just days before his mur- 
der. He was an idol and father figure to me and I was 
very protective of the Good Brother and faced much 
repression and hate from the guards for my relation- 
ship with Big Yogi. 

When all turned against me, Hugo Pinell stayed 
by my side. He shared his food with everyone, no mat- 
ter race, gangs, or hate group. If you were hungry, he 
fed you. When others spoke hate, he spoke peace. He 
was the strongest man I’ve ever known. 

Forty-five years in a tomb with running wa- 
ter, yet when I last spoke with him, his mind was 
as sharp as a needlepoint! While I started losing my 
mind in solitary, Big Yogi saw I was cracking men- 
tally. He is the person who told me to seek mental 
help. I’m in long-term mental health treatment right 
now because of ... the real O.G.’s advice. 

Well, I’ll always have you in my heart, loved one. 
If there’s a heaven, I’m sure you’re there. You’ll see 
comrades W.L Nolen, Howard Tole, Brother George 
and Jonathan Jackson again! Yogi told me Brother 
W.L. Nolen taught him to always help, never hurt. 

— Missing Brother Yogi in Vacaville, Calif. 


Killing Mockingbird 


The publication of Harper Lee’s Go Set A Watch- 
man is the source of such consternation that in their 
state of discomfiture, commentators are contorting 
language and logic to dismiss and denounce it. Despite 
what one might surmise from the statements of those 
who are outraged by the resurfacing of Lee’s first, previ- 
ously unpublished, novel, she is neither dead nor dotty. 

If literature, like all art, is, at its best, meant to 
point to who we are and challenge our notions of who 
we think we are, the measure of our ability to take up 
this challenge and to read critically can be found in the 
news, as well as, and this is very much to the point, in 
our hearts and our everyday comings and goings. 

America deals officially with race with To Kill A 
Mockingbird and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
In our current historical moment, Black people’s re- 
sponse to the living experience of America is the simple 
statement Black Lives Matter. It is a mantra, a prayer, 
an incantation whose power may be judged by what’s 
reported in the news. A simple statement of what would 
seem self-evident, it is defiant, definitive, affirmative. 

As James Baldwin said in 1963 in a talk to teach- 
ers, “[T]he crucial paradox which confronts us here is 
that the whole process of education occurs within a so- 
cial framework and is designed to perpetuate the aims 
of society... The paradox of education,” he goes on to say, 
“is precisely this — that as one begins to become con- 
scious one begins to examine the society in which [s]he 
is being educated. The purpose of education, finally, is 
to create in a person the ability to look at the world for 
[oneself], to make [one’s] own decisions. ..But no society 
is really anxious to have that kind of person around.” 

So Black parents are right when they protest the 
inclusions of both Huck Finn and Mockingbird because 
of its repeated use of the “n” epithet. In fact, the nation- 
al reading of both novels is a ritual misreading whose 
function is to assuage tender feelings of whites when 
looking at race, reaffirm white supremacy, enshrine 
law and American culture as fundamentally good and 


to instruct as to America’s inviolable sacrosanctity. The 
reading is meant to be the end of any discussion. 

On a national level, too, many readers have not 
allowed themselves the maturity to read the satire in 
Twain’s Huck Finn. When an explosion occurs and the 
news bearer is asked if anyone is killed, he responds 

“No” but that a n r was killed. Those who respond 

to “Black Lives Matter” with “All lives matter,” have 
blinded themselves to the humanity of Black people. 

Mark Twain became increasingly pessimistic. A 
sort of The Prince and the Pauper, but set in Missouri 
in 1830, Twain’s Pudd’nhead Wilson would do well as a 
replacement to Huck Finn, until such time as his more 
subtle challenges to our country on notions of white and 
black can be read and understood universally. 

In a strange twist, this peculiarly willful myopia, 
dare I say evil, is strangely and devastatingly real- 
ized in the adamant non-conjuring of the Black body. 
Muslim has become the new Black. Latino is the new 
Black. Courtesy of presidential hopeful Jeb Bush, who 
clarified his “anchor babies” statements, we now under- 
stand that Asian is the new Black. 

All of this points to the need for a discussion about 
performing blackness and the spectacle of blackness, 
which, it has been painfully exhibited, remains im- 
movable, but has been changed and challenged by the 
Obama presidency, as well as by many of us in our daily 
affirmative actions. 

Go Set A Watchman is not an unfinished manu- 
script. Lee’s decision to have it published now might 
well be seen as the act of a hoary sage. Why should we 
not see it as the deliberate arrangement of a writer who 
can no longer stand to have her second novel read as a 
fairytale? Lee is 89 and in her life’s last chapter. The 
final chapter came too soon for Sandra Bland, for Fred- 
die Gray, Trayvon Martin, little Andy Lopez and Tamir 
Rice. I would like to think that Lee feels we can no lon- 
ger afford the luxury of fairytales whose cost is blood. 

— C. Safos 
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Canada’s election: 
a sense of uncertainty 

The general feeling about Canada’s federal elec- 
tion is that of events spinning out of control, and a deep 
sense of foreboding; a perception that the “old” Canada 
that most Canadians saw as a basically moderate and 
easy-going place, is coming apart. Much of this comes 
from 10 terrible years of Prime Minister Stephen Harp- 
er’s reign and also from the brutal pressures of global- 
ized capitalism. 

The campaign that elected Justin Trudeau as the 
new Prime Minister has been the longest in Canadian 
history, 79 days, while the customary time limit has 
been 35 days; and those days have been filled with scan- 
dals and general stupidity. It was impossible to predict 
the outcome of this very close race. In Canada’s system 
of voting, with three and sometimes four parties com- 
peting in each riding, less than 50 votes can determine 
a local outcome, and a Prime Minister can be voted in 
by a significant minority of the popular vote. Still, two- 
thirds of Canadians wanted Harper out. 

Many had hoped that Tom Mulcair and the New 
Democratic Party (NDP) would form the next govern- 
ment — they have been the official opposition since 2011. 
He made the same fatal error that many on the left 
make; he moved from left to center, thinking it would 
make him more electable. His main base of support was 
among Quebec voters, who hoped that Quebec would 
be a factor for change in Canada. That support melted 
away when Mulcair abandoned his principles. 

The Green Party has been insignificant, as its 
leaders avoid issues of labor and social inequality. The 
Bloc Quebecois (BQ) has belatedly grasped that having 
a strong presence at the federal level could bring them 
the leverage to improve conditions, and that the ques- 
tion of Quebec sovereignty, a factor in Canadian poli- 
tics, is not so much about abstract culture, but about 
attitude to life. 

Stephen Harper has been characterized as both 
Canada’s Richard Nixon and its George W. Bush. His 10 
years in office have been a stream of retrogression and 
misdeeds. The tar sands project in Alberta is his baby, 
as are the XL Pipeline, the “bomb trains” and other pe- 
troleum projects, especially in Alberta. This resulted in 
revolt there and regional antagonism across Canada. 

He opened up Canada to looting of its resources 
and land by big business and played repressive games 
with immigration and identity politics. He strength- 
ened the monarchy, which interfered in Canada to keep 
him in power. His “anti-terrorism” laws are worse than 
the ones in the U.S. He cut funds for environmental re- 
search and in his Nixonian secretiveness imposed gag 
orders throughout the government. He even withdrew 
Canada from the Kyoto Protocol in 2011. He opposed 
marriage equality, cut healthcare funding and social 
programs, and involved Canada in foreign wars. 

Newly elected Justin Trudeau may not be much 
better. He is seen as inexperienced and an intellectual 
lightweight. His Liberal Party, in power in Quebec and 
Ontario, is giving away those provinces’ resources to 
big business. Though he campaigned on a promise to 
increase government spending, in the last few days a 
scandal revealed that those monies are for infrastruc- 
ture for oil companies. The co-chair of his campaign, 
Dan Gagnier, was exposed as a lobbyist working behind 
the scenes for mining and oil companies. Also, Trudeau, 
like Harper, plays divisive games with identity politics. 

Now that Trudeau has been elected Prime Min- 
ister, with a majority government, we know the crises 
will continue and people will not take to this passively. 
At least Harper is gone. Canadians want deep change, 
and the striving for a new Canada and Quebec will take 
new forms. Today is a day for opposition to the present 
society and for new beginnings. 

— D. Cheneville, PJ, ti-Ouistiti 
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Land struggles in Honduras 


In 2011, 1 was in a delegation to Honduras. We were 
present at a protest march along a major highway next 
to the Palmerola air base, the U.S. “unsinkable aircraft 
carrier” in the center of the country. It was June 28, 
the second anniversary of a military coup d’etat carried 
out by Romeo 
Vasquez, a 
Honduran Air 
Force General 
trained at the 
U.S. Army 
School of the 
Americas 
near Atlanta, 
now renamed 
Western 
Hemisphere 
Institute for 
Security and 
Cooperation. 

The protest 
was called by 
popular resis- 
tance organi- 
zations com- 
prised mostly 
of Afro-Hon- 
durans, Indig- 
enous Hondu- 
rans and Honduran campesino farmers. 

One of the main problems facing these groups, both 
before and after the coup, is that corrupt governments 
issue multiple titles to the same plot of land. Also, there 
is an unenforced law that says if land goes unused, the 
Honduran state is supposed to buy it and resell it on 
credit to farmers who need land. Finally, there is not 
much recognition of the fact of Indigenous peoples’ orig- 
inal ownership of all land in the Americas and of what 
that necessarily implies. 

Instead, wealthy individuals and corporations are 
allowed to use Honduran land for export industries, 
mostly to the detriment of local communities. Many 
also have private armies and intimidate people into 
selling their land. The sum of the problems is a for- 
midable barrier to people’s ability to acquire and hold 
land with which they could produce for themselves. 

Yet the popular organizations have been able 
to hold land through defying eviction orders. 
They have acquired land through direct actions — 
such as blocking highways and access to mines 
and cropland. As would be expected, resistance 
is often met with violence. 

Our delegation also went to a remote farming town 
called Rigores which was under an eviction order. A few 
weeks earlier, about 100 homes had been burned by 
the military and police. Many of the townspeople were 
sleeping outside or huddled in a small community cen- 
ter. As the delegation was viewing the wreckage, sol- 
diers arrived at the edge of town. Smoke was already 
rising over the horizon, but upon seeing our group, 
many with cameras, the soldiers approached us slowly, 
acting cool. One of our delegation was able to engage 
the commander in conversation over the questionable 
legality of the eviction, stalling until media could be 

Rally against murders 
of Trans people of color 


alerted. Shortly after reporters arrived, the soldiers 
left. 

We stayed for several more hours, speaking with 
people in the town. One grandmother became tear- 
ful, wondering whether soldiers would return after we 

left. I realized 
that racial and 
class privilege 
might some- 
times be com- 
mandeered to 
further libera- 
tion, but al- 
ways as blunt 
instruments 
with limits 
that are un- 
clear. Audre 
Lorde’s words 
came to mind: 
“The master’s 
tools cannot 
dismantle 
the master’s 
house.” 

Popular 
attention and 
support en- 
sured that Ri- 
gores was not destroyed again and many houses have 
been rebuilt. 

Replicating small successes like in Rigores will be a 
function of the level of participation in popular struggle 
and of the army’s ability to inflict terror with impunity. 
As long as the U.S. keeps funding the Honduran police 
forces, that ability will be very strong, unless people in 
the U.S. and other countries can effectively transform 
society including their governments to emphatically re- 
ject systems of domination. — Buddy Bell 


QUEERNOTES 


by Elise 

In September the Roland Emmerich film Stone- 
wall was protested for rewriting the history and down- 
playing the essential role Transgender and Transves- 
tite people of color played in the 1969 rebellion which 
began the modern Gay Rights Movement in the U.S. 
Stonewall portrays an invented Gay white character, 
Danny Winters, as the one who threw the first brick 
that started the rebellion. 

* * * 

A Tunisian teenager was sentenced to a year in 
prison for homosexual acts after being held in custody 
for six days without access to an attorney and forced 
to have a “medical” anal exam. Amnesty International 
and local Queer rights group Shams denounced the 
barbaric treatment of the teen and are calling for de- 
criminalizing homosexuality in Tunisia. 

* * * 

Boston’s TOD@S Collaborative launched a Domes- 
tic Violence awareness campaign, “Celebrating #QTPO- 
Clove” (Queer Trans People of Color love), to increase 
awareness of domestic violence in LGBTQ communities 
of color. Ads on buses, bus shelters, trains and radio, 
print and social media describe healthy relationships 
and give resources for victims of domestic violence. 

* * * 



New York City — Over 200 Trans people of color and 
allies rallied in downtown Brooklyn on Aug. 25 at an 
emergency rally called by Black Lives Matter, Fierce, 
Sylvia Rivera Law Project and the Audre Lorde Project. 
We were there to confront the fact that over a dozen 
Black Trans women have been murdered in the two 
weeks preceding the rally. We held up posters with the 
names and photos of some of those killed. Others held 
up handmade protest signs, which denounced the mur- 
der and also the attacks on Trans people by the cops 
and other repressive forces. 

Speakers included: Trans people of color from 
their organizations as well as from Black Lives Mat- 
ter; a well-known Trans poet and community organizer; 
Trans women of color; Black cis men who united their 
rage over the murder of so many Black people with the 
rage of the Trans community over the murder of so 
many Trans people, especially Trans women. 

Unity was evident in the clapping, singing 
and cheering during the rally. The speeches were 
powerful and were accompanied by frequent ap- 
plause. The crowd repeatedly chanted “Black 
Trans Lives Matter.” 

It was a powerful testimony to the growth and ma- 
turity of Black Lives Matter, which broke with a certain 
transphobia and homophobia and embraced Trans peo- 
ple as a natural ally in the struggle for human freedom 
and justice. The fact that so many showed up on such 
short notice was impressive, showing the possibilities 
for ongoing revolutionary activities in both the Trans 
and cis communities. — Natalia 


The LGBT youth group “Children 404’s” member- 
ship on Russian social media site VKontakte reached 
an all-time high of 75,000 despite Russia’s ban on LGBT 
groups just one day before. “Children 404,” run by jour- 
nalist Yelena Klimnova, works for the rights of Russia’s 
GLBT community and provides counseling to youth. 

* * * 

If Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker, Council- 
man Stan Penfold and Equality Utah have their way, 
900 South St., near the headquarters of the anti- 
GLBT Mormon church, will become Harvey Milk 
Street, named after the assassinated San Francisco 
Supervisor who was the first openly Gay person elect- 
ed to public office in California. If Harvey Milk St. be- 
comes reality, it will join Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
and Rosa Parks Blvd. in Salt Lake City, thwarting the 
Mormons, who had excluded African Americans from 
its male priesthood until 1979. 


Subscribe to News & Letters ! 
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prisoners and to those without 
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a prisoner. 
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Prisoners battle injustice system 


continued from p. 1 

deepening of what it means to be human. As we said 
in our 2012 pamphlet “We want to be validated as 

human”: 1 

“In contrast to the gang worldview of other-as-ene- 
my, the hunger strikers at Pelican Bay and other Cali- 
fornia prisons reach for a new universal, asserting the 
fundamental dialectical connection of one human being 
to another as a human being.” 

California Department of Corrections (CDC) re- 
ported that 6,600 prisoners participated in the first hun- 
ger strike. 

Over 
12,000 
partici- 
pated in 
the sec- 
ond hun- 
ger strike, 

Sept. -Oct. 

2011. In 
2013 the 
prisoners 
called for 
another 

hunger strike; this time CDC admitted that there were 
over 30,000 who participated. 


housing prisoners whom the guards deemed enemies of 
each other, expecting them to fight. They have not. 

At Pelican Bay SHU the so-called “wellness” 
checks have become torture as guards open the 
loud metal doors to each unit, stomp through the 
hallways, bang metal batons against the metal 
doors, etc. (see “California prisons’ punitive 
‘wellness checks,’” Sept.-Oct. 2015 News & Let- 
ters). Prisoners there have been deprived of sleep 
for over two months, increasing stress levels and 
health problems, including thoughts of suicide 
these checks are meant to 
prevent. 

There are some hints 
that attitudes among guards 
may be changing. We heard 
reports of administrators and 
some guards looking forward 
to receiving prisoners who 
have been released from soli- 
tary. They know it will have a 
calming effect in their prison, 
as those prisoners have a 
great deal of credibility and 
they are serious about the 
Agreement to End Hostilities. 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN 
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Prison art by Minister William Brown. 


PRISONERS’ FAMILIES JOIN THE STRUGGLE 

Prisoners’ inspiring non-violent action shined a 
light on torture committed right in the U.S. as public 
opinion turned around with condemnation in the main- 
stream press, even statements from Sen. John McCain, 
held in solitary as a POW in Vietnam. 

The prisoners convinced their families to support 
them publicly. Some family members worried that if 
they spoke out the CDC would retaliate against loved 
ones inside. The families came to understand that it 
was the prisoner’s choice to join the hunger strike, that 
they were doing it for everyone. 

California Families Against Solitary Confine- 
ment (CFASC) is a new, eloquent dimension of 
the movement expressing the thoughts and feel- 
ings of those they love to the media, legislators, 
courts, and especially in support of each other. 

Partly because the families’ voices were so power- 
ful, the movement spread. Lawsuits were filed. Many 
demonstrations, talks, community events, teach-ins, 
etc., were held throughout the state. Following the lead 
of the prisoners, CFASC organizes across racial lines. 
AGREEMENT TO END HOSTILITIES 

In 2012 the prisoners, determined to continue the 
fight, came out with a historic Agreement to End Hos- 
tilities. It called on prisoners to not allow the prison to 
set one group against another. 2 

What is exciting about the movement is prisoners 
acknowledging each other’s humanity. The prisoners 
are not asking to be set free, they admit that some did 
terrible things. 

Their message — to nurture one’s humanity, not 
to reduce others to a thing — speaks to the inhumanity 
that plagues the whole society. A “thank you” card from 
a prisoner we visited reads: 

“A caged man is a spirit trapped in steel — leave him 
alone and his spirit becomes one with his cage — it’s all 
he knows. Motivate him, nurture and socialize him, and 
his spirit soars. It’s only then that the man realizes the 
difference between him and his cage — the reasons for it. 
Thus, allowing him to finally be free from it.” 

The movement does not seek spectacles or 
stop at confrontations with authorities. It seeks 
to change the minds of ordinary people. 

WE SPEAK IN MANY VOICES 

There are many different voices within and sup- 
porting the Prisoners’ Human Rights Movement. Many 
groups participate in the monthly actions on the 23rd of 
each month. There are more documentaries, more plays 
like If the SHU Fits, more vigils, prayer meetings, dem- 
onstrations not just across California, but all over the 
country — Boston, Philadelphia, etc. — and even inter- 
national support from Mexico, Guantanamo and Pal- 
estine. There are still those who want to get legislation 
through, starting with banning putting minors in soli- 
tary. The settlement of the class action lawsuit is but 
one venue, one expression of the movement. 

Now that hundreds of prisoners long held in 
the SHU are being released from solitary, there 
are mixed reactions. On the one hand, the relief, 
gratitude and flowering of those who can at last 
see the sun and have a first contact visit is over- 
whelming. 

On the other hand, guards have not been a party to 
the settlement. Some are predicting a dire rise in vio- 
lence and doing everything in their power to cause pris- 
oners to explode. T hey “accidentally” open doors to cells 

1. To order Pelican Bay Hunger Strikers: ‘We want to be vali- 
dated as human’ see page 7. 

2. This has been tried before, as one long-time prisoner re- 
counted to us, and guards have always found a way to set 
prisoners against each other again. This time was different. 
For a full text of the Agreement see http://newsandletters. 
org/pelican-bay-prisoners-aim-to-end-hostilities/. 


The challenge to what it means to be human re- 
mains the bedrock. Here are a few of the things we 
heard when we visited Pelican Bay in August: 

* All hunger strikes were rough to participate in. 
But it was a fight we had to take. 

* My colon collapsed during the hunger strike. I 
have a colostomy bag now and can’t sleep because I can’t 
get meds to keep my gas under control, but it was worth 
it! 

* The hunger strike created a bond between pris- 
oners. The Agreement is holding in the SHU, no inci- 
dents. I dropped my prejudices. The guards were sure 
that when they let Nortenos and Surenos out on the yard 
at the same time, they would fight each other. But they 
don’t! 



• I’ve stayed in the SHU because my moral be- 
liefs (not debriefing) are precious to me. The me- 
dia (PBS documentary “Solitary Nation”) is focusing on 
how solitary victimizes people: cutting themselves, etc. 
I do see strong men break — we are buried alive in here. 
But we are not all like that. We are very sane, we have 
self-respect. 

* When you’re in prison, you change. I tried to stay 

who I was before I came here. But I was young, 

self-centered. After all this 
time you no longer think 
just of yourself, but all 
the others, too, includ- 
ing those outside and 
those who will come 
here after you. 

• The hunger 
strike humanized 
prisoners. My family 
and others got a whole 
new outlook on the crim- 
inal justice system. Many 
young people make bad choic- 
es and California throws them away. People aren’t born 
with the tools to be good parents and make good deci- 
sions. Does that mean you don’t value those people and 
put them in SHU for 30 years? We got time to think. The 
Agreement to End Hostilities gave us power. When 
prisoners come together as people, we are much 
stronger. 

The principles that make it possible for prisoners 
to resist CDC’s pressure to tell on others are the defini- 
tion of what it means to live life as a human being. It 
is a recognition that my every individual act is at the 
same time a social act; that even in the most dire cir- 
cumstances, I don’t forget that I live as a social being, 
a human being. 

That new concept of what it means to be human is 
what enables prisoners to resist the guards’ current ef- 
forts to worsen conditions. By resisting forced isolation, 
prisoners reestablished their connection to one another 
and asserted their essential humanity. That is a begin- 
ning of a revolutionary reorganization of society. 
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Stop Rikers cruelty 

New York City — Over 100 people attended a midday 
Manhattan hearing on proposed new draconian re- 
strictions at the city’s notorious Rikers Island (called 
by many New York’s Guantanamo) concerning visit- 
ing rules, packages and especially demands by prison 
authorities to roll back limits on the use of solitary con- 
finement. 

In particular the Department of Corrections is de- 
manding: visits be restricted to family members alone 
and only family members without criminal histories; 
any packages sent to prisoners from outside come from 
“official vendors” (meaning Amazon, basically); that re- 
strictions on the punitive use of solitary confinement, 
enacted earlier by the Board of Corrections, be rolled 
back, giving the correctional staff unlimited power as to 
how long prisoners can be held in segregation. 

The hearing was conducted by the Board of Correc- 
tions of the City of New York. One person after another 
representing prisoner advocacy, civil liberty, religious, 
Trans and advocacy groups, as well as family members 
all testified, unanimously, against the proposed rules. 

One ex-prisoner, who had served time in 
Rikers and state prisons, stated that the visit- 
ing rules at Rikers were infinitely worse than in 
state prison. Another ex-prisoner testified that 
she was beaten up by guards and left unprotect- 
ed to be raped by other prisoners. A woman said 
that she was forced to have sex with a guard or 
be thrown in solitary confinement. A former Rik- 
ers employee from the mental health department 
testified as to the severe mental impact that pro- 
longed solitary confinement had on prisoners, 
and noted that at Rikers it is the norm to place 
mentally ill prisoners in solitary confinement, 
sometimes without justification. 

There were speakers from News and Letters Com- 
mittees, Sylvia Rivera Law Project, the Jail Action Co- 
alition, which organized the mass turnout at the hear- 
ing, the Osborne Society, the Fortune Society, the New 
York Civil Liberties Union and others. 

The overall tone was one of passionate indignation. 
The hearing lasted for several hours. Representatives 
of the Department of Corrections were invited to at- 
tend, but none did so. — NYC Prisoner advocate 

Flint water crisis 

Flint, Mich. — When the article, “Pricey Water in 
Flint” was published in the Sept.-Oct. News & Letters, 
tests revealing doubled and tripled lead levels in our 
tap water had not come out. Now Michigan’s Governor 
Snyder, the mayor of Flint, and health and environmen- 
tal experts are pointing enough fingers to block out the 
sun, jumping to distribute bottled water and free filters 
to residents and scrambling to reconnect Flint’s water 
supply to Detroit’s, at a cost of $12 million. It will take 
at least three weeks to flush Flint River water out of 
the system. 

The governor, mayor and emergency manager, as 
a way of saving money, had signed off on a plan to use 
water from the Flint River while a new pipeline to Lake 
Huron is completed. The state legislature, closing the 
barn door after the horse has been stolen and poisoned 
with lead, voted not only the $6 million requested by 
the Governor but an additional $3.5 million for lead 
testing and remediation. The City of Flint will have to 
pay $2 million of the $12 million. 

Residents and activists had been protesting 
since April 2014 when Flint tap water began to 
look like ginger ale but with bad smells and taste. 
All parties assured them that the issues were 
purely cosmetic, although they did admit to us- 
ing a large amount of chlorine to combat coliform 
bacteria. The City of Flint, unlike Detroit, did not 
add anti-corrosive chemicals to the Flint water 
system. In early September a research team from 
Virginia Tech reported that “Flint has a very se- 
rious lead in water problem.” The corroded iron 
pipes used lead solder that leached into the wa- 
ter supply. The corrosion even destroyed chlo- 
rine and allowed bacteria to grow. 

Pediatrician Dr. Mona Hanna Attisa, who studied 
lead levels among Flint children, released a report in 
September comparing lead levels from Flint children 
this year, compared to earlier results when water from 
Lake Huron was used. The percentage of kids with 
above-average lead levels had nearly doubled and in 
some areas, tripled. 

When her report was released, the state admit- 
ted its own data confirmed her findings! State officials 
were well aware of the problem because it had collected 
100 samples of Flint water in the last half of 2014 which 
showed elevated lead levels. Lead poisoning damage, 
most severe in infants and children, is irreversible, 
causing lifelong learning and behavioral issues. 

Infrastructure failures are not limited to Flint, but 
include cities all over the country and pipelines like 
the Enbridge Company’s oil pipelines under the Great 
Lakes, which has the potential to disastrously contami- 
nate the world’s largest supply of fresh water. 

— Dan B. and Susan V.G. 
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Letter from Mexico 

Ayotzinapa’s new 
point of departure? 

by J.G.F. Hector 

Sept. 26 marked one year since the forced disap- 
pearance of 43 students from the normal school Raul 
Isidro Burgos, as well as the murder of another six peo- 
ple in Ayotzinapa, Guerrero, by the Mexican state. The 
crime was remembered at protests not just in the main 
cities of Mexico, but worldwide. The demands from the 
demonstrators were clear: the government must pres- 
ent the 43 missing youth alive — since it knows where 
they are — and punish all the offenders. 

Two days before the mass demonstrations, the 
government held a meeting with the families and sur- 
viving students from Ayotzinapa. It turned out to be 
useless. The parents and schoolmates insisted that the 
quest for the missing students should continue, super- 
vised not by the government but by a commission of in- 
ternational experts. The Mexican state, at most, agreed 
to keep on searching, but guided by its absurd investi- 
gation hypotheses. 

PARENTS WHO NEVER GIVE UP 

First, we must say that if the government accepted a 
new dialogue with the parents from Ayotzinapa — after 
almost a year of practically ignoring them — it was not 
due to “good will.” Rather, it was the parents’ uncom- 
promising actions and thoughts — revitalized recently 
by the results of an international independent commis- 
sion investigating the Ayotzinapa case, and the wider, 
deeper support from the masses — that forced the gov- 
ernment to meet with them. 

Secondly, the persistence of the Ayotzinapa fami- 
lies is not merely an effort to unveil the scientific truth 
of the forced disappearances of their children. It is a 
longing for, indeed a search for, a new kind of society 
in which the state doesn’t disappear or murder youth, 
the government and the criminals don’t work together, 
and there would be an authentic, autonomous justice 
system — briefly, for a non-capitalist, human world. 

This constitutes the universality of the movement 
for Ayotzinapa. The meeting at the end of the Sept. 
26 demonstration in Mexico City clearly showed this. 
The speakers were parents from Ayotzinapa and ac- 
tivists in other social justice struggles throughout the 
country — that is, subjects of social transformation. This 
is no coincidence or a mere political or pragmatic strat- 
egy. Instead, such a confluence of participants speaks 
to us of the historical urge to reconstruct society based 
on the voices and actions of all the people from below. 
EMANCIPATORY VISION 

How can we begin to achieve this? On several oc- 
casions these revolutionary subjects have spoken and 
written to this point: We need to get organized. This is 
crucial. Equally crucial is asking what kind of organi- 
zations are we supposed to build. We are not referring 
to the specific forms or structures that such organiza- 
tions should adopt, but rather asking what emancipa- 
tory vision is needed as we construct them. 

In its fullness, such an emancipatory vision means 
working out a philosophy of human liberation, a dialec- 
tic of revolutionary transformation, rooted, of course, 
in the actions and ideas of the masses in motion. This 
is the historical task to which revolutionary organiza- 
tions should commit. 


YOUTH IN ACTION 


by Natalia Spiegel 

Students at Montreal’s McGill University set up a 
tent city on campus at the beginning of the school year 
to dramatize McGill’s stalling on its pledge to disinvest 
from the fossil fuel industry. Divest McGill member and 
organizer Kristen Perry said that, after three years of 
lobbying, “They have chosen not to act despite the ur- 
gency of the climate crisis.” 

At the end of September, more than 200 students at 
the College of Art in New Delhi, India, rallied, marched 
and sat-in at their school, protesting an outdated cur- 
riculum, shortage of teaching staff and lack of sanita- 
tion. The school’s administration is refusing to meet 
with the students. 

Students at Westmount High School in West- 
mount, Quebec, Canada, formed a picket line outside 
their school and chanted “Free the Teachers” to protest 
work-to-rule orders for teachers that students argued 
would eliminate valuable after-school programs. Some 
teachers also joined in the protest. 

In Beirut at the end of August thousands gathered 
at Martyrs’ Square and Riad Solh Square, shouting 
“You stink!” to protest the paralyzed Lebanese gov- 
ernment’s inability to collect the garbage. If trash is 
removed, it is often dumped in streams, the ocean or 
illegal landfills. The protesters were viciously attacked 
by security forces with live ammo. 


Voices from People’s Climate March 


Chicago — Hundreds of people joined the People’s 
Climate March here on Oct. 14. It was one of 170 events 
in 47 states demanding serious action to stem climate 
change as the world’s 
nation-states prepare 
for their climate talks in 
Paris starting Nov. 30. 

Nationwide, many thou- 
sands of people partici- 
pated, including 1,000 
each in Seattle and Mi- 
ami. 

The rallying cry 
was “Climate Justice!” 

Unlike many climate 
change protests of the 
past, this one featured 
a strong presence of 
Black, Latin@, Asian people and workers. 

Climate justice was understood by many to include 
opposing environmental racism, exploitation of work- 
ers and many other forms of injustice. As always, there 
were many young people. 

WORKERS ARE CLIMATE ACTIVISTS 

The march stopped midway at the Haymarket Me- 
morial, the site of the May 1886 rally for the eight-hour 
workday that became symbolic of both the repression 
of the labor movement and May Day as a revolutionary 
labor holiday. There, one of the speakers was Adriana 
Alvarez, a McDonald’s worker from Cicero, who said: 
“We have to worry about our children’s health and our 
own health, but we can’t afford healthcare and health 
insurance with the wages we make. That’s why low- 
wage working families and people of color have to do 
something about this.” 

Participants held a broad range of views about 
what is needed to achieve climate justice. While some 
marchers praised President Obama’s executive actions 
to reduce carbon emissions, many others stressed the 
need for a much deeper transformation of the economy, 
and often of the whole society. Here is what some of the 
marchers told N&L : 

A disability rights activist: Climate change 
and pollution are causing more disabilities that we can 
prevent. I see it in people I work with in the inner cities, 
the number of kids with breathing problems, asthma, 
seizure disorders, things that are related to toxins. 
There are still kids who have lead poisoning from paint. 
It’s ridiculous that this year we still have this problem. 

A woman from Oregon: In Oregon we have all 
kinds of fires and very little rain, and that’s usually not 
the case. Our state is burning up. The Paris summit is 
about to happen. I’m here to make them listen to the 
people who want to be heard. 

Brandon N.: We’re messing up the planet with 
fossil fuels. The poor are harmed the most. Pollution 
brings things like asthma. I have asthma myself. My 
mom thought it was partially because the world was 

Defend Maati Monjib 

At press time, Maati Monjib, publisher of the Ara- 
bic edition of Raya Dunayevskaya’s Marxism and Free- 
dom, is on hunger strike in Morocco. Richard Greeman 
of the Victor Serge Foundation sends an update. 

My friend and colleague, Maati Monjib, the em- 
battled Moroccan historian and human rights activist, 
has once again begun a hunger strike to protest being 
denied the right to leave Morocco to attend an academic 
conference, this time in Norway. Prof. Monjib has been 
under attack since April, when he became President of 
“Freedom Now,” which defends the rights of Moroccan 
journalists. 

The Maati Monjib International Support Commit- 
tee was formed under the Presidency of Abdellah Ham- 
mudi and scholars from Africa and the Middle East. 

Monjib has taught in the U.S. and participated in 
conferences throughout Europe, North Africa and the 
Middle East. He is known for his articulate defense of 
democracy, human rights and internationalism. He is 
professor of African History at Rabat, and directs the 
Ibn Rochd [“Averroes” in English] Center. 

Monjib has been under constant attack since last 
April when he and other journalists founded “Freedom 
Now.” The Monarchy immediately deprived their As- 
sociation of legal status by simply refusing to process 
their application, and, as its President, Monjib has 
been the object of a systematic campaign of outrageous 
personal and political slander in the press by political 
parties close to the Throne. 

On Sept. 16, he was blocked at the Casablanca Air- 
port on grounds of “National Security” and prevented 
from flying to an academic forum in Barcelona, where- 
upon he began his first hunger strike. On Sept. 19, the 
Ministry of Interior published a denial that Monjib was 
barred from leaving the country, but accused him of fi- 
nancial irregularities, a blatant attempt to turn a po- 
litical case into a criminal case! 

For the full update and how to support Monjib, see 
newsandletters.org / support-maati-monjib-update / . 


getting more polluted. The wealthiest people are the 
ones who benefit the most from consuming fossil fuels. 

A youth: It’s going to be difficult to reverse the re- 
ally unequal status quo. 
We aren’t just facing 
climate issues because 
we haven’t figured out 
how to use alternative 
energy. People have 
significant interests in 
using coal and profit- 
ing off the things that 
ruin the planet. Right 
now most things in our 
society are determined 
by the priorities of the 
people who are profit- 
ing off of things. We 
need to be prioritizing what is best for most people. We 
should restructure the economy, our political system, 
all of our public institutions, and stop privatization. 

Many are still trying to work it out, but feel that 
there is something deeply wrong with a society that is 
trapped in growth for growth’s sake, and that is still 
built around fracking, mining and burning oil, coal 
and natural gas, decades after science showed how 
catastrophic that is likely to be for humanity. Pretty 
much everyone agreed that the oil and coal companies 
and others who profit from fossil fuels are the enemy — 
implicitly going deeper than the official slogan, “To 
change everything, we need everyone.” 

— Franklin Dmitryev 

The Raza wants theory 

I have been enjoying your paper and especially its 
coverage of Latin America. Your prison coverage is also 
welcoming. My idea is that News & Letters include 
some coverage of the Chican@ nation. It is almost as if 
Chican@s do not exist because hardly any publications 
by the U.S. Left ever give coverage. This must change. 

Dialectics is not just for whites or Blacks in U.S. 
borders. Your paper covers and applies dialectics to the 
Black struggle, but perhaps News & Letters should dig 
deeper and bring Dunayevskaya’s thought up to date 
and apply her thinking to the Chican@ struggle. Is this 
possible? 

Chican@ people are the fastest growing segment of 
oppressed nations inside U.S. borders, yet few groups 
ever dig their analysis out of the 1950s; but the social 
reality and social forces in U.S. borders do not look the 
same. Marx taught us that nothing stays the same, and 
yet people’s analyses of Chican@s do not reflect this. 

The Raza needs theory — a theory which in- 
cludes the struggles within U.S. borders today, 
not simply a theory which shows them how to 
support other people’s struggles. Of course we 
all have the same oppressor, but there are issues 
that are unique to our existence, which we need 
to learn in order to overcome. Nationalism of the 
oppressed is applied Internationalism after all. 

I look forward to seeing News & Letters grow and 
develop its analysis on the contemporary Chican@ na- 
tion. La Lucha Sigue! 

One thing people could do is order this new book 
which gives a glimpse of today’s Chican@ struggle: Chi- 
cano Power and the Struggle for Azilan at: www.pris- 
oncensorship.info/chicanopower, written by Chican@ 
prisoners. — Jose 

Kurds rage at Erdogan 

Chicago — On Oct. 13, three days after bombs killed 
102 people at a peace march in Turkey’s capital of An- 
kara and mangled over 400 more (see article, p. 12), 
protesters gathered in Chicago to express their rage. 
The crowd, largely ethnic Kurdish immigrants from 
Turkey, formed a picket line near the Turkish consulate 
to inform passersby about this massacre. With signs 
and chants we condemned the complicity of President 
Erdogan in the mass atrocity. 

One picketer said he disliked the sign that said 
“Fight ISIS,” even though he was all for fighting ISIS — 
his concern was that Erdogan would hide behind that 
slogan to continue to attack Kurdish militants. 

A young woman holding a sign reading “Peace Will 
Win” said that peace marchers had gathered right in 
front of the Ankara Central railroad station, where you 
could expect security to be heavy on an everyday basis. 
Yet for a march of Kurds who were demanding an end 
to escalating army attacks on Kurdish communities 
and groups like YPG, security was lax enough to allow 
hundreds of people to be killed and wounded. 

She also pointed out that Erdogan’s party had 
lost support in the June election, and that in the new 
election some of his supporters would cheer attacks on 
Kurds. “About 30% of the people in Turkey are Kurds. 
But if that decides where you stand, what side of the 
line am I on, with my Kurdish mother and my Turkish 
father?” — Bob McGuire 
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Deadly war waged on Yemen’s civilians 


by Eugene Walker 

Two recent dates shape the reality of Yemen: Sept. 
21, 2014, the Houthi takeover of the capital, Sana’a, 
and March 26, 2015, when Saudi Arabia, in coalition 
with other Arab states, launched an air bombardment 
of Houthi-controlled areas. 

SAUDIS’ MURDEROUS AIRSTRIKES 

We start with the Saudi Arabian war coalition’s 
murderous bombings. Its terror war from the air, in- 
cluding cluster bombs, its blockade of the Yemeni port 
of Aden where food enters the country, and now its oc- 
cupying ground troops, has been a seven-months-long 
campaign of death and human 
suffering. While claiming to be 
a war against Houthi fighters, 
the result is a war on Yemen’s 
civilian population, dying by the 
thousands, displaced by the mil- 
lions. Every day brings news of a 
new atrocity, like the more than 
70 members of a wedding party 
killed in a village by the Red Sea, 
or the 13 workers killed at the 
Al-Sham water-bottling plant in 
Hajja. 

How responsible is the U.S. 
for this carnage? The Obama Ad- 
ministration has provided mili- 
tary intelligence and logistical 
support for this bloody campaign. 

It is the main supplier of bombs 
and fighter jets. To this can be 
added the U.S. drone program in Yemen — more than a 
decade of warfare from the skies. 

Yemen, the poorest country in the Arab Middle 
East, is now facing a severe lack of water and food. Its 
population has nowhere to flee, facing bombing above 
and repressive threats from below. Here is where the 


Over 100 people were killed and hundreds injured 
in the double suicide bombing of a peace rally in An- 
kara on Oct. 10. The rally called for an end to hostilities 
between the government and the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK). Participants had included union mem- 
bers, students, and members of the pro-Kurdish, Left- 
ist Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP). 

Critics pointed to the incredible lapse in security 
that allowed this atrocity to happen in the center of the 
capital, and in the wake of a July 20 suicide attack in 
Suruc, which killed 33 and injured 104, and a June 5 
attack in Diyarbakir that killed 4 and injured 100. All 
were targeted political foes of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party (AKP). 

Blaming the victims, Erdogan has tried to conjure 
up a demonic underworld of “otherness” in which the 
PKK and the Islamic State allegedly work together with 
shadowy foreign intelligence agencies to undermine 
Turkish society. This is meant to incite anti-Kurdish 
prejudice as the path to regaining the parliamentary 
majority his AKP lost in the June elections. New elec- 
tions are scheduled for Nov. 1. 

While these recent attacks have likely been carried 
out by ISIS, Erdogan’s government has also caused 
heavy casualties, including among civilians, through 
its renewed attacks on the PKK. 


Houthis’ action of Sept. 21, 2014, enters. On that date 
they seized Sana’a and deposed the unpopular govern- 
ment of President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi. Hadi had 
been Vice-President under long-time authoritarian 
ruler Ali Abdullah Saleh. Saleh, in power for more than 
three decades, first in North Yemen and then all of Ye- 
men after unification, had been challenged by Yemen’s 
2011-2012 Revolution, a part of the Arab Spring. The 
Houthis, a repressed Shia minority that had launched 
several civil wars against Saleh beginning in 2004, had 
taken part in that intifada. 

HOUTHIS’ REPRESSIVE RULE 

In deciding to occupy Yemen’s 
capital and to force Hadi to flee in 
September 2014, the Houthis were 
first greeted in a hopeful manner. 
But this soon evaporated. The 
Houthis formed an opportunist 
alliance with their former oppres- 
sor Saleh. Then, while promising 
open consultation with Sana’a’s 
masses, instead the Houthis be- 
gan to impose their own brand 
of narrow sectarian rule, includ- 
ing further oppression of women. 
The possibility of a broad coali- 
tion, born in the spirit of the Arab 
Spring revolutions, was never giv- 
en a chance. The Saudi Arabian 
Coalition proceeded to launch its 
war and, as one resident of Sana’a 
noted: “There is no stability, there 
is no electricity. There is destruc- 
tion everywhere, and poverty in every single house.” 

Within this cauldron of war and destruction, other 
forces are active: al-Qaeda’s Yemen branch, al-Qaeda in 
the Arabian Peninsula, as well as ISIS. One or another 
of these Sunni sects has directed suicide bombings of 
Shia mosques, killing dozens. Iran lends support to the 


The rise of the HDP came in the wake of the 2013 
Gezi Park protests and the heroic struggle to defend 
Kobane in Syria against ISIS. These profoundly demo- 
cratic events changed the political scene in Turkey. 
Erdogan saw them as a threat to the twin pillars of his 
ideology, narrow religion and free market capitalism. 
OPPOSITION CALLS FOR NON-VIOLENCE 

The cynicism with which he and Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoglu equate the PKK with its deadly en- 
emy, ISIS, parallels that of Assad in Syria equating rev- 
olutionaries to ISIS. HDP leader Selahattin Demirtas 
responded passionately to their lies: “You haven’t made 
one arrest in relation to any attacks. Neither the Su- 
ruc nor the Diyarbakir bombing. You won’t arrest the 
perpetrator of the Ankara bombing either. If Turkey 
is disturbed by our cries for democracy and peace, I’m 
sorry, but we do these rallies so we can live together, 
peacefully. 

“You are the real provocateurs here. Every speech 
you make smells of provocation. Both President and 
Prime Minister. Every speech you make causes our 
people to hate one another. Because we didn’t vote for 
you it is alright to kill us.” 

Erdogan’s retrogressive rule is an invitation to fur- 
ther terror and social disintegration. — Gerry Emmett 


Houthis, not for purposes of social transformation, but 
in its rivalry with Saudi Arabia. 

The Yemeni masses are struggling to find a way 
out of this multi-sided war of terror, bombs from the air, 
occupying foreign troops, and U.S. -sponsored drones. 
The revolutionary promise of Arab Spring for Yemen’s 
masses is now manacled by counter-revolutionary ac- 
tion and thought and by civilian deaths. 

South African protests 

In mid-October, students at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, sparked the biggest 
student protests since the end of apartheid. Protests 
over a proposed 10.5% fee hike, which would exclude 
many poorer students from higher education, spread to 
at least ten other universities. While Higher Education 
Minister Blaze Nzimande proposed a 6% hike, students 
demanded no hike in fees and Nzimande’s resignation. 

Students defied the wishes of some protest leaders 
and marched on the ruling African National Congress 
headquarters in Johannesburg. They were met by riot 
police firing tear gas. At least 29 were arrested. 

While anti-apartheid freedom songs and chants 
were used, one student protestor told both fellow stu- 
dents and the ANC leaders that “The honeymoon of 
1994 — when we were told that we were free — is over.” 

In April students at the University of Cape Town 
forced the removal of a statue of racist imperialist Ce- 
cil Rhodes from campus. They were making the point 
that the right to an education has been paid for many 
times over, whether by entombment in Rhodes’ dia- 
mond mines or by any of the other cruel and exploit- 
ative means by which bourgeois “civilization” was built. 
They are asking what human liberation truly means. 

For now, University officials have agreed to no im- 
mediate fee hike and to further negotiations. — G.E. 

Mexico’s ‘La Migra’ 

The U.S. pays Mexico millions of dollars to prevent 
Central American asylum seekers from reaching here. 
Mexico sends hundreds of immigration agents to its 
southern border states to round up refugees and deport 
them back to their countries. 

Immigration police have conducted thousands of 
raids: capturing Central Americans who ride freight 
trains heading north, swooping into bus stations and 
hotels, stopping buses on highways. More than 100,000 
will be deported this year. 

While promoted as a program to “protect the hu- 
man rights of migrants,” in reality it is a police-mili- 
tary operation that endangers their lives. First, those 
deported face out of control violence in home countries 
full of gangs, drugs and corruption. 

Second, the atmosphere in Mexico is now one of 
open season on Central Americans. Gangs kidnap ref- 
ugees and demand ransom from families. Women are 
raped and forced into prostitution. Youth are forced 
into the drug trade. The poisonous climate against Cen- 
tral Americans has led to attacks on refugee asylum 
centers. 

The U.S. also bears its share of responsibility. Be- 
sides using Mexico as its police enforcer, the U.S. has 
been isolating Central American youth who do make it 
to our borders, throwing them into deportation centers 
without legal representation, and deporting them by 
the tens of thousands. 



Terror and old prejudice in a changing Ihrkey 


NEWS AND LETTERS COMMITTEES 

Who We Are And What We Stand For 


News and Letters Committees is an or- 
ganization of Marxist-Humanists. It has always 
stood for the abolition of capitalism, both in its 
private property form as in the U.S., and in its 
state property form calling itself Communist, 
which appeared as the Russian Revolution was 
transformed into its opposite. That retrogres- 
sion anticipated the next stage of develop- 
ment — the age of state-capitalism. We stand 
for a society of new human relations, what 
Marx called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the 
year of the Detroit wildcat strikes against au- 
tomation and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
against segregation — activities which signaled 
a new movement from practice that was itself 
a form of theory. News & Letters was created 
so that the voices of revolt could be heard un- 
separated from the articulation of a philosophy 
of liberation. 

Raya Dunayevskaya ( 1 9 1 0- 1 987), founder 
of the body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, was 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Commit- 
tees from its founding to 1 987. Charles Denby 
(1907-1983), a rank-and-file autoworker, au- 
thor of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, 
was editor of the paper from 1 955 to 1 983. 

The articulation of the relationship be- 


tween the movement from practice which is 
itself a form of theory and the movement from 
theory to philosophy is reflected in Dunayevs- 
kaya’s three major works. 

Marxism and Freedom, from 1 11b until To- 
day (1958), established the American roots of 
Marxism while presenting a comprehensive 
attack on present-day Communism, which is 
a form of state-capitalism. It re-established 
Marxism in its original form as “a thorough- 
going Naturalism or humanism,” while point- 
ing to the new Humanist philosophy expressed 
by the working class. It presented history and 
theory as emanating from the movement from 
practice. 

Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), written 
after the failed revolts of the 1 960s, articulated 
the integrality of philosophy and revolution as 
the characteristic of the age and, tracing it his- 
torically, caught the link of continuity with the 
Humanism of Marx. As against the vanguard 
party, the integration of dialectics and orga- 
nization reflects the revolutionary maturity 
of the age and the passion for a philosophy of 
liberation. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and 
Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1982) explores 


Marx’s body of ideas from his discovery of a 
continent of thought and of revolution in his 
youth to the “new moments” of his last de- 
cade. Written for our time of revolutions in 
developing countries, the rise of the inter- 
national women’s liberation movement, and 
global economic crisis, it reveals the absolute 
challenge to make real Marx’s “revolution in 
permanence” as the determinant for the rela- 
tionship of theory and practice and as ground 
for organization. 

These works spell out the philosophic 
ground of Marx’s Humanism. American Civili- 
zation on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard (1963, 
1983) concretizes it on the American scene 
and shows the two-way freedom road be- 
tween the U.S. and Africa. 

In 1989 News and Letters Committees 
published Dunayevskaya’s original 1953 philo- 
sophic breakthrough — her two letters on 
Hegel’s Absolutes — and her 1987 Presentation 
on the Dialectics of Organization and Philoso- 
phy in The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Hu- 
manism. 

This body of ideas challenges all those 
desiring freedom to transcend the limitations 
of post-Marx Marxism. In light of the crises of 
our nuclear-armed world, climate change, and 


failed revolutions, it becomes imperative not 
only to reject what is, but to further work out 
the revolutionary Humanist future inherent in 
the present.The re-creation of Marx’s philoso- 
phy as Marxist-Humanism is recorded in Du- 
nayevskaya’s archives, The Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection — Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century 
of Its World Development, deposited at Wayne 
State University in Detroit and available to all. 

We aim to continue to develop Marxist- 
Humanism and make it available to all who 
struggle for freedom. In opposing this capital- 
ist, racist, sexist, heterosexist, class-ridden so- 
ciety, we have adopted a committee form of 
organization rather than any elitist party “to 
lead.” 

We participate in all class and freedom 
struggles, nationally and internationally.As our 
Constitution states: "It is our aim. ..to pro- 
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks 
and other minorities, women, youth and those 
intellectuals who have broken with the ruling 
bureaucracy of both capital and labor.” We do 
not separate mass activities from the activity 
of thinking. 

Send for a free copy of the Constitution of 
News and Letters Committees or see it on 
our website: www.newsandletters.org. 




